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Recently, the issue of inequality has regained attention in the economic and political debate. This is due to both an increase in
income inequality, in particular among rich countries, and an increasing interest in this issue by researchers and politicians. In the
last three decades, income inequality among rich countries increased. This period also witnessed the growth of "financial
capitalism", characterised by the strong dependency of economies on the financial sector, by the globalisation and intensification
of international trade and capital mobility, and by the "flexibilisation" of labour markets and the reduction of wage shares. From the
1980s to the present day, this book considers the theoretical aspects of inequality (its foundations, definitions, approaches and
origins) and examines empirical evidence of income inequality in a wide range of advanced economies. The key arguments in this
volume are that income inequality increased during this period because labour and welfare became seen as costs to be
compressed in "financial capitalism" rather than as a fundamental part of aggregate demand to be expanded. However, the
welfare state is not a drain on economic performance and competitiveness, nor is it a barrier to economic efficiency. Instead, it is
demonstrated that in countries that adopt "welfare capitalism", welfare state expenditure not only contributes to a reduction in
inequality but also fosters economic growth. Inequality in Financial Capitalism is of great importance to those who study
economics, political economy, labour economics and globalisation.
This book engages with and advances the current debate on new governance by providing a much-needed analysis of its
relationship with the courts. New modes of governance have produced a plethora of instruments and actors at various levels that
present a challenge to more traditional forms of command-and-control regulation. In this respect, it is commonly maintained that
new governance generally – and political experimentation more broadly – weakens the power of the courts, producing a legitimacy
problem for new forms of governance and, perhaps more fundamentally, for law itself. Focusing on the European Union, this book
offers a new account of the role of the courts in new governance. Connecting new governance with the conception of deliberative
democracy, this book demonstrates how the role of courts has been transformed by the legal and political experimentation
currently taking place in the European Union. Drawing on a series of case studies, it is argued that, although deliberations in
governance frameworks provide little by way of hard, binding law, these collaborative frameworks nevertheless condition judicial
decision making. With far-reaching implications for how we understand the justiciability of ‘soft law’, participation rights, the
legitimacy of governance measures, and the role of courts beyond the nation-state, this book argues that, far from undermining the
power of the courts, governance regimes assist their functioning. Its analysis will therefore be of considerable interest for lawyers,
political scientists and anyone interested in the transformation of the judiciary in the era of new governance.
Drawing on the collective expertise of language scholars and educators in a variety of subdisciplines, the Handbook for Arabic
Language Teaching Professionals in the 21st Century, Volume II, provides a comprehensive treatment of teaching and research in
Arabic as a second and foreign language worldwide. Keeping a balance among theory, research and practice, the content is
organized around 12 themes: Trends and Recent Issues in Teaching and Learning Arabic Social, Political and Educational
Contexts of Arabic Language Teaching and Learning Identifying Core Issues in Practice Language Variation, Communicative
Competence and Using Frames in Arabic Language Teaching and Learning Arabic Programs: Goals, Design and Curriculum
Teaching and Learning Approaches: Content-Based Instruction and Curriculum Arabic Teaching and Learning: Classroom
Language Materials and Language Corpora Assessment, Testing and Evaluation Methodology of Teaching Arabic: Skills and
Components Teacher Education and Professional Development Technology-Mediated Teaching and Learning Future Directions
The field faces new challenges since the publication of Volume I, including increasing and diverse demands, motives and needs
for learning Arabic across various contexts of use; a need for accountability and academic research given the growing recognition
of the complexity and diverse contexts of teaching Arabic; and an increasing shortage of and need for quality of instruction.
Volume II addresses these challenges. It is designed to generate a dialogue—continued from Volume I—among professionals in the
field leading to improved practice, and to facilitate interactions, not only among individuals but also among educational institutions
within a single country and across different countries.
Volume 17 entitled 'Experiments in Macroeconomics', of the Research in Experimental Economics Book Series is the first-ever
collection by leading researchers in the field of laboratory studies aimed at understanding macroeconomic phenomena.
Deals with all aspects of adaptive resemblance Full colour Covers everything from classic examples of Batesian, Mullerian,
aggressive and sexual mimicries through to human behavioural and microbial molecular deceptions Highlights areas where
additonal work or specific exeprimentation could be fruitful Includes, animals, plants, micro-organisms and humans
Media ownership and concentration has major implications for politics, business, culture, regulation, and innovation. It is also a
highly contentious subject of public debate in many countries around the world. In Italy, Silvio Berlusconi's companies have
dominated Italian politics. Televisa has been accused of taking cash for positive coverage of politicians in Mexico. Even in tiny
Iceland, the regulation of media concentration led to that country's first and only public referendum. Who Owns the World's Media?
moves beyond the rhetoric of free media and free markets to provide a dispassionate and data-driven analysis of global media
ownership trends and their drivers. Based on an extensive data collection effort from scholars around the world, the book covers
thirteen media industries, including television, newspapers, book publishing, film, search engines, ISPs, wireless
telecommunication and others, across a ten to twenty-five year period in thirty countries. In many countries--like Egypt, China, or
Russia--little to no data exists and the publication of these chapters will become authoritative resources on the subject in those
regions. After examining each country, Noam and his collaborators offer comparisons and analysis across industries, regions, and
development levels. They also calculate overall national concentration trends beyond specific media industries, the market share
of individual companies in the overall national media sector, and the size and trends of transnational companies in overall global
media. This definitive global study of the extent and impact of media concentration will be an invaluable resource for
communications, public policy, law, and business scholars in doing research and also for media, telecom, and IT companies and
financial institutions in the private sector.
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the European Conference on Information Literacy, ECIL 2013, held in Istanbul
Turkey, in October 2013. The 73 revised full papers presented together with two keynotes, 9 invited papers and four doctoral
papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 236 submissions. The papers are organized in topical sections on overview and
research; policies and strategies; theoretical framework; related concepts; citizenship and digital divide; disadvantaged groups;
information literacy for the workplace and daily life; information literacy in Europe; different approaches to information literacy;
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teaching and learning information literacy; information literacy instruction; assessment of information literacy; information literacy
and K-12; information literacy and higher education; information literacy skills of LIS students; librarians, libraries and ethics.
Featuring a stellar international cast list of leading and cutting-edge scholars, The Routledge Handbook of the Political Economy of
the Environment presents the state of the art of the discipline that considers ecological issues and crises from a political economy
perspective. This collective volume sheds new light on the effect of economic and power inequality on environmental dynamics
and, conversely, on the economic and social impact of environmental dynamics. The chapters gathered in this handbook make
four original contributions to the field of political economy of the environment. First, they revisit essential concepts and methods of
environmental economics in the light of their political economy. Second, they introduce readers to recent theoretical and empirical
advances in key issues of political economy of the environment with a special focus on the relationship between inequality and
environmental degradation, a nexus that has dramatically come into focus with the COVID crisis. Third, the authors of this
handbook open the field to its critical global and regional dimensions: global issues, such as the environmental justice movement
and inequality and climate change as well as regional issues such as agriculture systems, air pollution, natural resources
appropriation and urban sustainability. Fourth and finally, the work shows how novel analysis can translate into new forms of public
policy that require institutional reform and new policy tools. Ecosystems preservation, international climate negotiations and
climate mitigation policies all have a strong distributional dimension that chapters point to. Pressing environmental policy such as
carbon pricing and low-carbon and energy transitions entail numerous social issues that also need to be accounted for with new
analytical and technological tools. This handbook will be an invaluable reference, research and teaching tool for anyone interested
in political economy approaches to environmental issues and ecological crises.
Morocco 2040: Emerging by Investing in Intangible Capital documents the major economic and social strides made by Morocco
over the past 15 years and analyzes the economic conditions for accelerating the pace of economic catch-up by 2040. A virtuous
yet realistic scenario suggests that with higher productivity gains Morocco could double its current pace of convergence with
Southern European countries. In one generation, Morocco’s standard of living could reach about 45 percent of that of Spain, its
immediate Northern neighbor, compared to the current rate of 22 percent. To lay out the possible pathways for Morocco to
become the first North African country to attain upper middle income status, the Book then investigates the policies that could
bring about such a virtuous scenario of accelerated economic convergence. It shows that sustaining higher productivity gains for
25 years would require greater efforts at building Morocco’s institutional, human and social capital—what is also known as
intangible capital. Accumulating such intangible capital necessarily take a number of different forms and the Book proposes a fourpronged approach. First, by strengthening Morocco’s market institutions for a more efficient allocation of capital and labor and
international integration. Second, by strengthening Morocco’s public institutions to strengthen the rule of law and justice,
modernize the public administration, and improve the quality of public service delivery. Third, by strengthening Morocco’s human
capital, especially education, health and the development of early childhood. And fourth, by strengthening Morocco’s social capital
through greater gender parity and increased interpersonal trust and civism in society. By placing more of a priority on its intangible
capital, Morocco would be advancing a social contract based on the promotion of a more open society. It would be taking a route
that is partly new, but which is also the logical outcome of many economic and social diagnoses and pressing calls for change.
Many states – including European Union (EU) Member States – subsidise energy producers in order to guarantee the
uninterrupted availability of affordable electricity. This book presents the first in-depth examination of how these so-called capacity
mechanisms are addressed in EU law and how they affect the functioning of the EU energy markets. Focusing on the existing
legal framework as well as the new provisions of the Clean Energy for All Europeans package for capacity mechanisms, the author
addresses and analyses such aspects as the following: the structure and functioning of the EU electricity markets; EU’s
competence to address security of supply and Member States’ margin of discretion; sector-specific rules for security of supply;
legal conditions for subsidising generation adequacy; capacity remuneration under the EU State aid regime; free movement rules
that address generation adequacy measures; balancing different interests of EU energy law in the context of generation adequacy;
and the requirement of proportionality in State intervention to ensure generation adequacy. The analysis draws on relevant
sources of EU law (treaties, regulations and directives) as well as the case law of the European Court of Justice and the General
Court, together with soft law instruments such as Commission guidelines. Scholarly sources include not only legal literature but
also work on energy policy, energy engineering and energy economics. As a detailed analysis of how capacity mechanisms
address issues arising in the context of the enegy transition – and how the system of EU law applicable to capacity mechanisms
should be interpreted to further the objectives of EU energy law – the book will help policymakers and legislators in Member States
to understand the changing legal setting for capacity mechanisms. Lawyers, academics and other professionals who deal with EU
electricity markets in the EU and beyond are sure to welcome its detailed description and analysis.
This volume investigates the policies and politics of extreme austerity, setting the crisis in Greece in its global context. Featuring
multidisciplinary contributions and an exclusive interview with former Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou, this is the first
comprehensive account of the economic crisis at the heart of Europe.
The analysis of the formation processes and manifestations of political culture in the domain of international relations and
organization lacks a concrete theoretical and methodological framework. However, the main theoretical and methodological
deficits seem to be related to the need for a clear-cut definition of the concept itself as well as to the integration of political science
methodological tools into the international institutional law debate. This book considers the basic theoretical and methodological
requirements for the use of political culture as a conceptual tool in the field of international organization research. Moreover, it
applies the core theoretical and methodological assumptions to three case-studies, namely, the United Nations, the Council of
Europe and the European Union, which are perceived as agents of distinct political cultures in the international system.
This volume provides the most comprehensive study of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) principle, and presents an authoritative
and comparative examination of the emergence of this principle.
How should a principled nation which believes in the benefits of mutually beneficial trade respond to the predations of mercantilist
trading partners and imbalanced trade? Many argue that the response should be to do little or nothing. Balanced Trade argues
that achieving the full benefits of international trade requires an effective response. Although trade deficits provide short-term gains
in consumption, these are combined with long-term losses in consumption, innovation, investment, employment and power.
Furthermore, market mechanisms do not correct trade imbalances that result from mercantilism, nor do they compensate for the
long term shift in production and consumption towards the mercantilist. Balancing trade can make important short run and long run
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contributions to economic stability and prosperity. In America today, despite the growing evidence that imbalanced free trade is not
working, many American economists remain adamant in their promotion of free trade. They are also quick to label actions taken to
balance trade as protectionism. The political system has also failed to effectively address the problem of imbalanced trade, and
the Federal Reserve has often exacerbated rather than addressed the challenge. We show that the classical economic arguments
against mercantilism do not justify doing nothing. Effectively responding to imbalanced trade and mercantilism requires careful
selection of strategy in order to achieve multiple objectives: balancing trade while maintaining the benefits of international trade,
avoiding unnecessary inefficiencies, and maintaining compliance with international law. One of the best options is the Scaled
Tariff. By targeting countries with which the United States has a large current account deficit, the Scaled Tariff would efficiently,
legally, and effectively balance trade. It would be applied to all imported goods from trade surplus countries that have had a
sizable trade surplus with the United States over the most recent four economic quarters.The tariff rate would be designed to take
in a portion (e.g. 50%) of the bilateral trade deficit (goods plus services) as revenue. No particular product is protected; the scaled
tariff simply changes the terms of trade between the two countries, much as currency devaluation would change the terms of trade
with all countries.
Rome was the largest city in the ancient world. As the capital of the Roman Empire, it was clearly an exceptional city in terms of
size, diversity and complexity. While the Colosseum, imperial palaces and Pantheon are among its most famous features, this
volume explores Rome primarily as a city in which many thousands of men and women were born, lived and died. The thirty-one
chapters by leading historians, classicists and archaeologists discuss issues ranging from the monuments and the games to the
food and water supply, from policing and riots to domestic housing, from death and disease to pagan cults and the impact of
Christianity. Richly illustrated, the volume introduces groundbreaking new research against the background of current debates and
is designed as a readable survey accessible in particular to undergraduates and non-specialists.
Research Methods in Human Skeletal Biology serves as the one location readers can go to not only learn how to conduct research
in general, but how research is specifically conducted within human skeletal biology. It outlines the current types of research being
conducted within each sub-specialty of skeletal biology, and gives the reader the tools to set up a research project in skeletal
biology. It also suggests several ideas for potential projects. Each chapter has an inclusive bibliography, which can serve as a
good jumpstart for project references. Provides a step-by-step guide to conducting research in human skeletal biology Covers
diverse topics (sexing, aging, stature and ancestry estimation) and new technologies (histology, medical imaging, and geometric
morphometrics) Excellent accompaniment to existing forensic anthropology or osteology works
The exponential growth and development of modern technologies in all sectors has made it increasingly difficult for students, teachers and
teacher educators to know which technologies to employ and how best to take advantage of them. The Routledge Handbook of Language
Learning and Technology brings together experts in a number of key areas of development and change, and opens the field of language
learning by exploring the pedagogical importance of technological innovation. The handbook is structured around six themes: historical and
conceptual contexts core issues interactive and collaborative technologies for language learning corpora and data driven learning gaming and
language learning purpose designed language learning resources. Led by fundamental concepts, theories and frameworks from language
learning and teaching research rather than by specific technologies, this handbook is the essential reference for all students, teachers and
researchers of Language Learning and TESOL. Those working in the areas of Applied Linguistics, Education and Media Studies will also find
this a valuable book.
Winner of the 2018 Inner Temple New Authors Book Prize and the 2016 SLS Peter Birks Prize for Outstanding Legal Scholarship. Damages
and Human Rights is a major work on awards of damages for violations of human rights that will be of compelling interest to practitioners,
judges and academics alike. Damages for breaches of human rights is emerging as an important and practically significant field of law, yet
the rules and principles governing such awards and their theoretical foundations remain underexplored, while courts continue to struggle to
articulate a coherent law of human rights damages. The book's focus is English law, but it draws heavily on comparative material from a
range of common law jurisdictions, as well as the jurisprudence of international courts. The current law on when damages can be obtained
and how they are assessed is set out in detail and analysed comprehensively. The theoretical foundations of human rights damages are
examined with a view to enhancing our understanding of the remedy and resolving the currently troubled state of human rights damages
jurisprudence. The book argues that in awarding damages in human rights cases the courts should adopt a vindicatory approach, modelled
on those rules and principles applied in tort cases when basic rights are violated. Other approaches are considered in detail, including the
current 'mirror' approach which ties the domestic approach to damages to the European Court of Human Rights' approach to monetary
compensation; an interest-balancing approach where the damages are dependent on a judicial balancing of individual and public interests;
and approaches drawn from the law of state liability in EU law and United States constitutional law. The analysis has important implications
for our understanding of fundamental issues including the interrelationship between public law and private law, the theoretical and conceptual
foundations of human rights law and the law of torts, the nature and functions of the damages remedy, the connection between rights and
remedies, the intersection of domestic and international law, and the impact of damages liability on public funds and public administration.
The book was the winner of the 2016 SLS Peter Birks Prize for Outstanding Legal Scholarship and the 2018 Inner Temple New Authors Book
Prize.
Complete proceedings of the 13th European Conference on Research Methodology for Business and Management Studies ECRM 2013
PRINT version Published by Academic Conferences and Publishing International Limited.
This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-conference proceedings of the JSAI-isAI 2013 Workshops LENLS, JURISIN, MiMI, AAA,
and DDS which tool place on October 2013, in Japan. The 28 contributions in this volume were carefully reviewed and selected from 48
submissions. LENLS (Logic and Engineering of Natural Language Semantics) is an annual international workshop on formal semantics and
pragmatics. LENLS10 was the tenth event in the series, and it focused on the formal and theoretical aspects of natural language. JURISIN
(Juris-Informatics) 2013 was the seventh event in the series. The purpose of this workshop was to discuss fundamental and practical issues
for jurisinformatics, bringing together experts from a variety of relevant backgrounds, including law, social science, information and intelligent
technology, logic,and philosophy (including the area of AI and law). MiMI (Multimodality in Multiparty Interaction) 2013 covers topics as
follows interaction studies, communication studies, conversation analysis, and workplace studies, as well as their applications in other
research fields. AAA (Argument for Agreement and Assurance) 2013 focused on the theoretical foundations of argumentation in AI, and the
application of argumentation to various fields such as agreement formation and assurance. DDS (Data Discretization and Segmentation for
Knowledge Discovery) 2013 discussed segmentation methods for various types of data, such as graphs, trees, strings, and continuous data,
and their applications in the areas of Machine Learning and Knowledge Discovery.
Femtosecond optics involves the study of ultra-short pulses of light. Understanding the behaviour of these light pulses makes it possible to
develop ultra-fast lasers with a wide range of applications in such areas as medical imaging, chemical analysis and micro-machining. Written
by two leading experts in the field, this book reviews the theory of the interaction of femtosecond light pulses with matter, femtosecond lasers
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and laser systems, and the principles of femtosecond coherent spectroscopy of impurity amorphous media. reviews the theory of the
interaction of femtosecond light pulses with matter Discusses femtosecond lasers and laser systems Considers the principles of femtosecond
coherent spectroscopy of impurity amorphous media
There is often a moment in time that acts as a rallying point around a particular issue. 2015 was one of those moments for women, peace and
security as numerous landmark anniversaries were celebrated in the field. Africa has, in many ways, been the global laboratory for the
gender, peace and security agenda, not only because of the number of conflicts occurring on the continent but also because African regional
organisations, governments and civil society organisations have been at the forefront of striving for gender equality and implementing United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. This book explores gender, peace and security in Africa from multiple angles, including: the
conceptual and implementation challenges and shifts around women, peace and security in Africa over the last 15 years; women’s role as
combatants in national liberation forces in South Africa; the dynamics of gender in the military through the lens of Kenyan women
combatants; food security through a feminist lens; and a series of case studies on the nexus between gender and security in Zimbabwe,
Nigeria, Madagascar, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya and Somalia. This book was previously published as a special issue of the
African Security Review.
Banking regulation and the private law governing the bank-customer relationship came under the spotlight as a result of the global financial
crisis of 2007–2009. More than a decade later UK, EU and international regulatory initiatives have transformed the structure, business
practices, financing models and governance of the banking sector. This authoritative text offers an in-depth analysis of modern banking law
and regulation, while providing an assessment of its effectiveness and normative underpinnings. Its main focus is on UK law and practice, but
where necessary it delves into EU law and institutions, such as the European Banking Union and supervisory role of the European Central
Bank. The book also covers the regulation of bank corporate governance and executive remuneration, the promises and perils of FinTech
and RegTech, and the impact of Brexit on UK financial services. Although detailed, the text remains easy to read and reasonably short;
pedagogic features such as a glossary of terms and practice questions for each chapter are intended to facilitate learning. It is a useful
resource for students and scholars of banking law and regulation, as well as for regulators and other professionals who are interested in
reading a precise and evaluative account of this evolving area of law.
The power of mapping: principles for visualizing knowledge, illustrated by many stunning large-scale, full-color maps. Maps of physical
spaces locate us in the world and help us navigate unfamiliar routes. Maps of topical spaces help us visualize the extent and structure of our
collective knowledge; they reveal bursts of activity, pathways of ideas, and borders that beg to be crossed. This book, from the author of Atlas
of Science, describes the power of topical maps, providing readers with principles for visualizing knowledge and offering as examples forty
large-scale and more than 100 small-scale full-color maps. Today, data literacy is becoming as important as language literacy. Well-designed
visualizations can rescue us from a sea of data, helping us to make sense of information, connect ideas, and make better decisions in real
time. In Atlas of Knowledge, leading visualization expert Katy Börner makes the case for a systems science approach to science and
technology studies and explains different types and levels of analysis. Drawing on fifteen years of teaching and tool development, she
introduces a theoretical framework meant to guide readers through user and task analysis; data preparation, analysis, and visualization;
visualization deployment; and the interpretation of science maps. To exemplify the framework, the Atlas features striking and enlightening
new maps from the popular “Places & Spaces: Mapping Science” exhibit that range from “Key Events in the Development of the Video Tape
Recorder” to “Mobile Landscapes: Location Data from Cell Phones for Urban Analysis” to “Literary Empires: Mapping Temporal and Spatial
Settings of Victorian Poetry” to “Seeing Standards: A Visualization of the Metadata Universe.” She also discusses the possible effect of
science maps on the practice of science.
Media and Entertainment Law presents a contemporary analysis of the law relating to the media and entertainment industry both in terms of
its practical application and its theoretical framework. It provides a clear, current and comprehensive account of this exciting subject. Fully
updated and revised, this second edition is one of the first texts to contain a full analysis of the Leveson Inquiry and the implications for our
press and media that are arising from it. The new edition contains; a new chapter analysing the Defamation Act 2013; the Digital Economy
Act 2010 which aimed to toughen up against copyright infringement online and has been subject to parliamentary review since coming into
power; and the liability of internet service providers, including recent cases such as Tamiz vs Google 2012, which goes some way to define
the extent to which an ISP may or may not be found liable for their bloggers content. With integrated coverage of Scots and Northern Irish
law, Media and Entertainment Law also highlights comparisons with similar overseas jurisdictions, such as with the liability of ISPs where
there are differences in both US and European law, in order to help students demonstrate an awareness of media laws, which may then
influence UK legislation. Looking at key aspects such as TV and radio broadcasting, the print press, the music industry, online news and
entertainment and social networking sites, this text provides detailed coverage of the key principles, cases and legislation as well as a critical
analysis of regulatory bodies such as OFCOM and the new regulator for the UK's newspapers and magazines (and online editions), the
Independent Press Standards Organisation (Ipso). The text also provides the most comprehensive and up to date coverage of the law
relating to Intellectual Property law for the entertainment industry with recent changes in EU law relating to performers' rights. See what goes
behind the writing of Media & Entertainment Law: http://youtu.be/XiCGmnRDvb0
This book explains how advanced democracies and welfare states can achieve welfare-enhancing, liberal institutional reform. It develops a
general theory based on an extended comparative case study of Sweden and Australia over the last 25 years, and offers an in-depth
contribution to the field of institutional change, explaining how to govern a country well and how to overcome different barriers to reform, such
as special interests, negativity biases and media logic. It develops the concepts of the ‘reform cycle’, ‘reform strategies’ and ‘polycentric
experiential’ learning in order to explain successful reforms, and the key role of policy entrepreneurs, who introduce and develop new ideas.
The book further examines why these reforms came to an end. Karlson also applies the ideas of Popperian, Kuhnian and Machiavellian
reform strategies, and explains why they are needed for reform to come about. The theory of modern statecraft presented here involves a
combination of knowing w hat and knowing how. It has the potential to be generally applicable in any advanced democracy with the ambition
to improve its economy and society. This book is of interest for anyone who is concerned about budget deficits, slow growth, over regulation,
lack of structural reforms and the rise of populism. It will appeal to scholars of political science, public policy and political economy.
In light of the increased utilization of information technologies, such as social media and the ‘Internet of Things,’ this book investigates how
this digital transformation process creates new challenges and opportunities for political participation, political election campaigns and political
regulation of the Internet. Within the context of Western democracies and China, the contributors analyze these challenges and opportunities
from three perspectives: the regulatory state, the political use of social media, and through the lens of the public sphere. The first part of the
book discusses key challenges for Internet regulation, such as data protection and censorship, while the second addresses the use of social
media in political communication and political elections. In turn, the third and last part highlights various opportunities offered by digital media
for online civic engagement and protest in the public sphere. Drawing on different academic fields, including political science, communication
science, and journalism studies, the contributors raise a number of innovative research questions and provide fascinating theoretical and
empirical insights into the topic of digital transformation.
The Global Monitoring Report 2013: Rural-Urban Dynamics and the Millennium Development Goals examines rural-urban disparities in the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and how urbanidation, if managed well, can contribute to the attainment of these
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goals. The report provides information about the differences in progress toward the MDGs across geographical areas and recognises that
urban populations are better off than their rural brethren. However, unfettered urbanisation can cause migrants and the urban poor to end up
in slums where attainment of the MDGs lags. GMR 2013 calls for an integrated strategy to better manage the planning-connecting-financing
formula of urbanisation. Notwithstanding the importance of urbanisation in poverty reduction and MDG attainment, rural areas remain a huge
challenge-one that underscores the importance of policies that can improve rural livelihoods. The rural-urban spectrum ranges from small
towns to large cities. The general experience is that poverty is lowest in the largest cities and considerably higher in smaller towns. The
MDGs reflect the basic needs of all citizens, and governments should aim to meet them fully in both urban and rural areas. However,
resources are scarce, so priorities must be set and trade-offs made. The report argues that the sequencing of actions be tailored to local
conditions when it comes to the degree of urbanisation and rural-urban differences in MDG outcomes. The world has met four global MDG
targets. New estimates confirm the 2012 reports that MDG 1- reducing the $1.25-a-day poverty rate (2005 purchasing power parity) - was
reached in 2010, falling below half of its 1990 value. The world also met part of MDG 7 - to halve the proportion of people without safe access
to drinking water - in 2010. MDG 7 - to improve significantly the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers by 2020 - was also achieved.
Finally, the first part of MDG 3 - to eliminate gender disparity in primary education - was accomplished in 2010. Global progress on the full
MDG 3 - (to eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education) is close to being on track. Global Monitoring Report 2013 was
prepared jointly by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, with consultations and collaborations with regional development
banks and other multilateral partners.
The United Nations Arms Trade Treaty became binding international law in late 2014, and although the text of the treaty is a relatively
concise framework for assessing whether to authorize or deny proposed conventional weapons transfers by States Parties, there exists
controversy as to the meaning of certain key provisions. Furthermore, the treaty requires a national regulatory body to authorize proposed
transfers of conventional weapons covered by the treaty, but does not detail how such a body should be established and how it should
effectively function. The Arms Trade Treaty: A Commentary explains in detail each of the treaty provisions, the parameters for prohibitions or
the denial of transfers, international cooperation and assistance, and implementation obligations and mechanisms. As states ratify and
implement the Treaty over the next few years, the commentary provides invaluable guidance to government officials, commentators, and
scholars on the meaning of its contentious provisions. This volume describes in detail which weapons are covered by the treaty and explains
the different forms of transfer that the Arms Trade Treaty regulates. It covers international human rights, trade, disarmament, humanitarian
law, criminal law, and state-to-state use of force, as well as the application of the treaty to non-state actors.
Global capitalism is affected by the malaises of stagnation, financial fragility, increased income inequality, growing wealth concentration at the
top, and a vanishing fair social contract. This book focuses on the incidence of these phenomena in the US, UK, Greece, Spain, Chile, South
Africa, Australia, China, and other countries. The book looks at the effects of IMF-ECB led austerity policies in Europe. The book examines
concrete country and global conditions combining theory, country studies, historical evidence, and international comparative analysis. The
book also proposes new policy priorities to restore stability, reduce inequality, and consolidate democracy in 21st century capitalism.
The entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009 caused the EU's Charter of Fundamental Rights to be granted binding effect. This raised a
host of intriguing questions. Would this transform the EU's commitment to fundamental rights? Should it transform that commitment? How, if
at all, can we balance competing rights and principles? (The interaction of the social and the economic spheres offers a particular challenge).
How deeply does the EU conception of fundamental rights reach into and bind national law and practice? How deeply does it affect private
parties? How much flexibility has been left to the Court in making these interpretative choices? What is the likely effect of another of the
reforms achieved by the Lisbon Treaty, the commitment of the EU to accede to the ECHR? This book addresses all of these questions in the
light of five years of practice under the Charter as a binding instrument.
The only endorsed resources for the Cambridge International AS Level English General Paper syllabus. Through exploration of a wide array
of topics, from celebrity culture to poetry in the modern world, this book focuses on strengthening communication, evaluation, analysis,
application and understanding skills. Helping students improve their written responses, use of English and comprehension, this coursebook
looks at discussion points relevant to the globally-minded classroom. With frequent practice questions and sample answers, students have
plenty of opportunities to build their confidence answering questions. Answers to coursebook questions are in the teacher's resource.
Sustainability in agriculture and associated primary industries, which are both energy-intensive, is crucial for the development of any country.
Increasing scarcity and resulting high fossil fuel prices combined with the need to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions, make the
improvement of energy efficient farming and increased use of renewable energy essential. This book provides a technological and scientific
endeavor to assist society and farming communities in different regions and scales to improve their productivity and sustainability. To fulfill
future needs of a modern sustainable agriculture, this book addresses highly actual topics providing innovative, effective and more
sustainable solutions for agriculture by using sustainable, environmentally friendly, renewable energy sources and modern energy efficient,
cost-improved technologies. The book highlights new areas of research, and further R&D needs. It helps to improve food security for the
rapidly growing world population and to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuel use in agriculture, which presently contributes 22%
of the global carbon dioxide emissions. This book provides a source of information, stimuli and incentives for what and how new and energy
efficient technologies can be applied as effective tools and solutions in agricultural production to satisfy the continually increasing demand for
food and fibre in an economically sustainable way, while contributing to global climate change mitigation. It will be useful and inspiring to
decision makers working in different authorities, professionals, agricultural engineers, researchers, and students concerned with agriculture
and related primay industries, sustainable energy development and climate change mitigation projects.
The past decade has seen the medium of comics reach unprecedented heights of critical acclaim and commercial success. Comics & Media
reflects that, bringing together an amazing array of contributors--creators and critics alike--to discuss the state, future, and potential of the
medium. Loaded with full-color reproductions of work by such legends as R. Crumb, Art Spiegelman, Alison Bechdel, Chris Ware, Daniel
Clowes, and Lynda Barry, the book addresses the place of comics in both a contemporary and historical context. Essays by such high-profile
figures as Tom Gunning, N. Katherine Hayles, Patrick Jagoda, and W. J. T. Mitchell address a stunning range of topics, including the place of
comics in the history of aesthetics, changes to popular art forms, digital humanities, and ongoing tensions between new and old media. The
result is a substantial step forward for our understanding of what comics are and can be, and the growing place they hold in our culture.
This book provides a rigorous grounding in a popular and fast-growing technical field, which is multidimensional poverty measurement. After
studying this book, perhaps alongside the associated website resources, readers with a quantitative training will be able to construct, report,
and interpret multidimensional poverty measures, as well as to do basic analysis of them. Some chapters of the book, particularly 7, 8, and 9,
presume that readers are familiar withquantitative methods; others do not require any background at all.
The objective of this handbook is to provide the readers with insights about current dynamics and future potential transformations of global
financial markets. We intend to focus on four main areas: Dynamics of Financial Markets; Financial Uncertainty and Volatility; Market
Linkages and Spillover Effects; and Extreme Events and Financial Transformations and address the following critical issues, but not limited
to: market integration and its implications; crisis risk assessment and contagion effects; financial uncertainty and volatility; role of emerging
financial markets in the global economy; role of complex dynamics of economic and financial systems; market linkages, asset valuation and
risk management; exchange rate volatility and firm-level exposure; financial effects of economic, political and social risks; link between
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financial development and economic growth; country risks; and sovereign debt markets.
This book describes in full the major approaches used to evaluate investment in real estate and shows how theory informs decision-aid
methods and tools to support such evaluation. The inclusion of numerous examples makes it also a practical guide to assessing the suitability
of an investment property. The first part of the text is devoted to an analysis of the housing market through the study of micro- and
macroeconomic variables influencing supply and demand, with illustration of how these two components of the market interact. Special
attention is given to market research and other preparatory activities able to influence the outcome of the investment. In fact, the quality of the
parameters used for the evaluation depends on these activities. The final chapters describe the valuation techniques and highlight their
essential features, limitations and potential in relation to ability to manage the investment risk. The book is aimed at graduates who wish to
deepen their study of the real estate market and of the methods used to support investment decisions in real estate but also at professionals
and managers of companies operating in the real estate market.
Discourse is language as it occurs, in any form or context, beyond the speech act. It may be written or spoken, monological or dialogical, but
there is always a communicative aim or purpose. The present volume provides systematic orientation in the vast field of studying discourse
from a pragmatic perspective. It first gives an overview of a range of approaches developed for the analysis of discourse, including, among
others, conversation analysis, systemic-functional analysis, genre analysis, critical discourse analysis, corpus-driven approaches and
multimodal analysis. The focus is furthermore on functional units in discourse, such as discourse markers, moves, speech act sequences,
discourse phases and silence. The final section of the volume examines discourse types and domains, providing a taxonomy of discourse
types and focusing on a range of discourse domains, e.g. classroom discourse, medical discourse, legal discourse, electronic discourse.
Each article surveys the current state of the art of the respective topic area while also presenting new research findings.
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