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This collection offers new approaches to theorizing Asian film in relation to the history,
culture, geopolitics and economics of the continent. Bringing together original essays
written by established and emerging scholars, this anthology transcends the limitations
of national borders to do justice to the diverse ways in which the cinema shapes Asia
geographically and imaginatively in the world today. From the revival of the Silk Road
as the “belt and road” of a rising China to historical ruminations on the legacy of
colonialism across the continent, the authors argue that the category of “Asian cinema”
from Turkey to the edges of the Pacific continues to play a vital role in cutting-edge film
research. This handbook will serve as an essential guide for committed scholars,
students, and all those interested in the past, present, and possible future of Asian
cinema in the 21st century.
As the only complete compilation of polls taken by the Gallup Organization, The Gallup
Poll is an invaluable tool for ascertaining the pulse of American public opinion
throughout the year and for documenting changing perceptions over time of crucial core
issues.
The Global Findex Database 2017Measuring Financial Inclusion and the Fintech
RevolutionWorld Bank Publications
Joseph Nye coined the term "soft power" in the late 1980s. It is now used
frequently—and often incorrectly—by political leaders, editorial writers, and academics
around the world. So what is soft power? Soft power lies in the ability to attract and
persuade. Whereas hard power—the ability to coerce—grows out of a country's military or
economic might, soft power arises from the attractiveness of a country's culture,
political ideals, and policies. Hard power remains crucial in a world of states trying to
guard their independence and of non-state groups willing to turn to violence. It forms
the core of the Bush administration's new national security strategy. But according to
Nye, the neo-conservatives who advise the president are making a major
miscalculation: They focus too heavily on using America's military power to force other
nations to do our will, and they pay too little heed to our soft power. It is soft power that
will help prevent terrorists from recruiting supporters from among the moderate
majority. And it is soft power that will help us deal with critical global issues that require
multilateral cooperation among states. That is why it is so essential that America better
understands and applies our soft power. This book is our guide.
In 2011 the World Bank—with funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation—launched the Global Findex database, the world's most comprehensive
data set on how adults save, borrow, make payments, and manage risk. Drawing on
survey data collected in collaboration with Gallup, Inc., the Global Findex database
covers more than 140 economies around the world. The initial survey round was
followed by a second one in 2014 and by a third in 2017. Compiled using nationally
representative surveys of more than 150,000 adults age 15 and above in over 140
economies, The Global Findex Database 2017: Measuring Financial Inclusion and the
Fintech Revolution includes updated indicators on access to and use of formal and
informal financial services. It has additional data on the use of financial technology (or
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fintech), including the use of mobile phones and the Internet to conduct financial
transactions. The data reveal opportunities to expand access to financial services
among people who do not have an account—the unbanked—as well as to promote
greater use of digital financial services among those who do have an account. The
Global Findex database has become a mainstay of global efforts to promote financial
inclusion. In addition to being widely cited by scholars and development practitioners,
Global Findex data are used to track progress toward the World Bank goal of Universal
Financial Access by 2020 and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. The
database, the full text of the report, and the underlying country-level data for all
figures—along with the questionnaire, the survey methodology, and other relevant
materials—are available at www.worldbank.org/globalfindex.
The Political Handbook of the World by Tom Lansford provides timely, thorough, and
accurate political information, with more in-depth coverage of current political
controversies than any other reference guide. The updated 2020-2021 edition will
continue to be the most authoritative source for finding complete facts and analysis on
each country?s governmental and political makeup. Compiling in one place more than
200 entries on countries and territories throughout the world, this volume is renowned
for its extensive coverage of all major and minor political parties and groups in each
political system. The Political Handbook of the World 2020-2021 also provides names
of key ambassadors and international memberships of each country, plus detailed
profiles of more than 30 intergovernmental organizations and UN agencies. And this
update will aim to include coverage of current events, issues, crises, and controversies
from the course of the last two years.
The methodology of this survey is derived in large measure from the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and these standards are applied to all countries and
territories, irrespective of geographical location, ethnic or religious composition, or level
of economic development.
This book examines how the Zionist movement, and later the state of Israel, have dealt
with various longstanding efforts to delegitimize Israel’s standing in the international
community, including by the Arab League Boycott, the United Nations, and the Boycott,
Divest and Sanctions (BDS) movement. Through historical and archival research, as
well as discourse analysis of legal and governmental documents, public statements of
Israeli officials, and interviews with Israeli policy makers, this book argues that Israel
has constructed perceived and real challenges to its legitimacy as ontological threats
that undermine its national security, and has securitized its Jewish identity in response
to these threats. As a result, the state has adopted extraordinary measures, often
marked by illiberalism. Rather than enhance Israel’s international legitimacy, these
measures have undermined it further, especially among liberal audiences in the West,
whose support is critical for Israel’s continued international legitimacy. Therefore, Israel
is locked in a securitization dilemma—where actions taken to enhance its security
through increased legitimacy result in further delegitimization. Highlighting the ways this
securitization dilemma is at the heart of Israeli policymaking today—particularly in the
context of the recent BDS movement—this book brings into focus key problems that
Israel faces as it attempts to combat delegitimization movements against its selfconstructed identity as a Jewish state. This book will be of great interest to students,
scholars, and policy makers engaged with critical security studies and delegitimization,
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Israeli studies and Jewish identity, and policymaking in the Middle East.
The past few decades have witnessed the development of an increasingly globalised
and multipolar world order, in which the demand for multilateralism becomes ever more
pronounced. The BRICS group established in 2009, has evolved into a plurilateral
summit institution recognized both by sceptics and proponents as a major participant in
the international system. Addressing the BRICS’s role in global governance, this book
critically examines the club’s birth and evolution, mechanisms of inter-BRICS
cooperation, its agenda priorities, BRICS countries’ interests, decisions made by
members, their collective and individual compliance with the agreed commitments, and
the patterns of BRICS engagement with other international institutions. This volume
advances the current state of knowledge on global governance architecture, the BRICS
role in this system, and the benefits it has provided and can provide for world order.
This book will interest scholars and graduate students who are researching the rise and
role of emerging powers, global governance, China and India’s approach to global
order and relationship with the United States, Great Power politics, democratization as
a foreign policy strategy, realist theory-building and hegemonic transitions, and the
(crisis of) liberal world order.
China has always viewed itself as a vulnerable underdeveloped country. In the 1990s, it
began negotiating economic agreements and creating China-centric institutions,
culminating in the 2000s in numerous institutions and ultimately the Belt and Road
Initiative. The authors analyze China’s political and diplomatic, economic, and military
engagement with the Developing World and discuss specific countries that are most
important to China.
Freedom in the World, the Freedom House flagship survey whose findings have been
published annually since 1972, is the standard-setting comparative assessment of
global political rights and civil liberties. The survey ratings and narrative reports on 194
countries and 14 territories are used by policymakers, the media, international
corporations, civic activists, and human rights defenders to monitor trends in
democracy and track improvements and setbacks in freedom worldwide.
This book offers a useful and extensive account of Japan’s past discoveries and
present interactions with Muslim states and societies across Asia. Bearing in mind the
U.S.-led global meta-narrative of Islam spoken in tandem with security and threats, this
book examines how this reconciles with Japan’s self-proclaimed “values-based”
approach to diplomacy across Asia in the twenty-first century. The author considers
Japan’s historic conceptualization and learning of Islam, and its acute needs for access
to markets and energy from Muslim-majority states in Asia. He also argues that Japan
securitizes Islam in a manner distinct from Western, Russian, or Chinese securitization
today, but that Japan promotes itself as a model for human security and development
across an Asia inclusive of Muslim states. Japan’s approach to Islam and Muslim
societies today offers much from which other great powers can learn.
This report examines the 14-year experience of U.S. special operations forces in the
Philippines from 2001 through 2014 and the activities and effects of special operations
capabilities employed to address terrorist threats in Operation Enduring
Freedom—Philippines through training and equipping Philippine security forces,
providing operational advice and assistance, and conducting civil–military and
information operations.
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This is the United Nations definitive report on the state of the world economy, providing
global and regional economic outlook for 2020 and 2021. Produced by the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, the five United Nations regional commissions, the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, with contributions from the UN
World Tourism Organization and other intergovernmental agencies.
‘The Confucius Institute Project’ – consisting of Confucius Institutes and Classrooms,
the posting of Chinese language teachers to overseas schools and universities and the
Chinese Bridge language competition – represents an attempt by China to extend its
influence globally through the use of soft power. Facilitated by a rapidly increasing
demand for Chinese language learning, it has established a presence across the globe
and made valuable contributions to the learning and teaching of Chinese. However, this
has not necessarily led to an increasingly positive view of China, either at a political or a
societal level. Through an analysis of official documents, interviews with those involved,
a survey of Chinese-language learners and a study of academic and media sources,
the author evaluates the aims of the project, and discusses whether these aims are
being met.
Since its outbreak, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been shaped by international
involvement. These external engagements in the conflict are primarily transmitted to
Jewish Israelis through the Israeli mass media. These media portrayals shape not only
perceptions of the “global” attitudes towards the conflict, but in so doing they also
influence and legitimize domestic political debates and decisions. This research is
guided by the question how Israeli newspapers represent international involvement in
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. How is the involvement contextualized and how
qualified? Do societal constructs and beliefs shape the media representations and if so,
in which manner? Do media representations differ in times of crisis and routine?
Margret Müller explores these questions in a content analysis of the four general daily
Israeli newspapers’ media coverage during the Gaza flotilla raid 2010.

Freedom in the World, the Freedom House flagship survey whose findings have
been published annually since 1972, is the standard-setting comparative
assessment of global political rights and civil liberties. The survey ratings and
narrative reports on 195 countries and fourteen territories are used by
policymakers, the media, international corporations, civic activists, and human
rights defenders to monitor trends in democracy and track improvements and
setbacks in freedom worldwide. The Freedom in the World political rights and
civil liberties ratings are determined through a multi-layered process of research
and evaluation by a team of regional analysts and eminent scholars. The
analysts used a broad range of sources of information, including foreign and
domestic news reports, academic studies, nongovernmental organizations, think
tanks, individual professional contacts, and visits to the region, in conducting their
research. The methodology of the survey is derived in large measure from the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and these standards are applied to all
countries and territories, irrespective of geographical location, ethnic or religious
composition, or level of economic development.
A detailed examination of the UN's Sustainable Development Goals and the shift
in governance strategy they represent. In September 2015, the United Nations
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General Assembly adopted the Sustainable Development Goals as part of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Sustainable Development Goals
built on and broadened the earlier Millennium Development Goals, but they also
signaled a larger shift in governance strategies. The seventeen goals add
detailed content to the concept of sustainable development, identify specific
targets for each goal, and help frame a broader, more coherent, and
transformative 2030 agenda. The Sustainable Development Goals aim to build a
universal, integrated framework for action that reflects the economic, social, and
planetary complexities of the twenty-first century. This book examines in detail
the core characteristics of goal setting, asking when it is an appropriate
governance strategy and how it differs from other approaches; analyzes the
conditions under which a goal-oriented agenda can enable progress toward
desired ends; and considers the practical challenges in implementation.
Contributors Dora Almassy, Steinar Andresen, Noura Bakkour, Steven Bernstein,
Frank Biermann, Thierry Giordano, Aarti Gupta, Joyeeta Gupta, Peter M. Haas,
Masahiko Iguchi, Norichika Kanie, Rakhyun E. Kim Marcel Kok, Kanako Morita,
Måns Nilsson, László Pintér, Michelle Scobie, Noriko Shimizu, Casey Stevens,
Arild Underdal, Tancrède Voituriez, Takahiro Yamada, Oran R. Young
South Korea has experienced new challenges both internally and externally with
respect to its foreign policies. Internally, democratization has changed political
terrain for domestic and international politics. Democratization and the
information revolution have reinvigorated civic life and citizens have become
active in expressing very divergent and often polarized views on foreign policies.
Democratization also promotes South Korean nationalism. Rising nationalist
sentiments make it difficult for the U.S. to effectively handle regional securityrelated issues such as the North Korean nuclear program, balancing against
China, and dealing with the potential Sino-Japanese conflict. Externally,
globalization has brought significant changes to South Korea’s foreign policies.
Economic dimension and issues rather than security-related issues become
salient and important. For example, although security concerns are still dominant
in Korean society, economic interests necessitate South Korea improve its
relations with China and redefine its political position between the U.S. and
China. Globalization has also promoted Korea’s national interests to reach out to
other countries. The Korean government has tried to develop new economic
partnerships with developing countries for the purpose of securing energy and
natural resources and expanding its soft power. Economic globalization and
democratization have brought about changes in South Korea that raise many
interesting questions with respect to foreign policy. Has South Korea’s rise as an
economic power and a democracy changed its relationship with neighboring
powers? Does economic integration between South Korea and China reshape
their relationship? How about its impact on U.S.-Korea relations? Are geopolitical
and security-related concerns still the dominant factor in explaining South
Korea’s foreign policies? Does economic integration between Korea and Japan
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help to reduce tensions or emotional animosities that derive from historical
disputes? Has South Korea, as a growing economic power, sought to forge
relations with other middle or small powers beyond the confines of its region?
Overall, this book theoretically and empirically explores how democratization and
economic globalization have changed domestic politics in South Korea and
reshaped its foreign policies.
Science is a way of knowing about the world. At once a process, a product, and
an institution, science enables people to both engage in the construction of new
knowledge as well as use information to achieve desired ends. Access to
scienceâ€"whether using knowledge or creating itâ€"necessitates some level of
familiarity with the enterprise and practice of science: we refer to this as science
literacy. Science literacy is desirable not only for individuals, but also for the
health and well- being of communities and society. More than just basic
knowledge of science facts, contemporary definitions of science literacy have
expanded to include understandings of scientific processes and practices,
familiarity with how science and scientists work, a capacity to weigh and evaluate
the products of science, and an ability to engage in civic decisions about the
value of science. Although science literacy has traditionally been seen as the
responsibility of individuals, individuals are nested within communities that are
nested within societiesâ€"and, as a result, individual science literacy is limited or
enhanced by the circumstances of that nesting. Science Literacy studies the role
of science literacy in public support of science. This report synthesizes the
available research literature on science literacy, makes recommendations on the
need to improve the understanding of science and scientific research in the
United States, and considers the relationship between scientific literacy and
support for and use of science and research.
In a world that is increasingly unstable, intelligence services like the American
CIA and the United Kingdom's MI6 exist to deliver security. Whether the
challenge involves terrorism, cyber-security, or the renewed specter of great
power conflict, intelligence agencies mitigate threats and provide decisional
advantage to national leaders. But empowered intelligence services require
adequate supervision and oversight, which must be about more than the narrow
(if still precarious) task of ensuring the legality of covert operations and
surveillance activities. Global Intelligence Oversight is a comparative
investigation of how democratic countries can govern their intelligence services
so that they are effective, but operate within frameworks that are acceptable to
their people in an interconnected world. The book demonstrates how the
institutions that oversee intelligence agencies participate in the protection of
national security while safeguarding civil liberties, balancing among competing
national interests, and building public trust in inherently secret activities. It does
so by analyzing the role of courts and independent oversight bodies as they
operate in countries with robust constitutional frameworks and powerful
intelligence services. The book also illuminates a new transnational oversight
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dynamic that is shaping and constraining security services in new ways. It
describes how global technology companies and litigation in transnational forums
constitute a new form of oversight whose contours are still undefined. As rapid
changes in technology bring the world closer together, these forces will
complement their more traditional counterparts in ensuring that intelligence
activities remain effective, legitimate, and sustainable.
This book explains and critically examines how arts managers from more than 40
countries across the world respond to the various phenomena of globalisation,
digitalisation and migration. It also analyses the manner in which cultural
institutions become more international in nature. Real-life case studies and
experiences from numerous practitioners as well as an international comparison
of those specific challenges and opportunities illuminate how practicing in
international and transcultural contexts is now inevitable. This book presents the
basic concepts, theories and terminology required for this kind of work in addition
to providing an overview of the daily tasks and challenges involved. It will be of
interest to practicing and aspiring arts managers who wish to develop a further
understanding of the complex way in which the field is developing.
This report takes a broad view of the link between work and human development.
Work is a critical tool for economic growth and security, poverty reduction and
gender equality. It enables full participation in society while affording people a
sense of dignity and worth. Humans working together not only increase their
material well-being, they also accumulate a wide body of knowledge that serves
as the basis for cultures and civilizations. The report finds that work enhances
human development when policies are taken to expand productive, remunerative
and satisfying work opportunities. Workers' skills and potentials are enhanced,
their well-being in terms of rights, safety and benefits are ensured with targeted
interventions, and an agenda incorporating decent work, a new Social Contract
and a Global Deal is pursued.
How have Chinese multinationals benefited from China's economic boom to
enable their international expansion? This book is based on many years of
original research tracing the emergence, growth and future of Chinese firms in
the world economy. The authors seek to provide new perspectives and insights
for business executives and graduate students through a comprehensive study of
how China's firms globalize and operate, and the implications of this for economic
success. Based on detailed case studies and summative examples of successful
Chinese firms, Tse and Hung point out their strengths (e.g. making innovations
affordable to many developing nations), their weaknesses (products made in
China are not highly regarded) and their mistakes (being insensitive to host
economy needs and at times corruptive acts). They argue that the world
economy would benefit from engaging with Chinese and other emerging
economy firms to learn from the strategies they employ to achieve their global
reach.
This daring collaborative effort showcases dialogues between international scholars
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engaged with the United States from abroad. The writers investigate the analytic
methods and choices that label certain talk, images, behaviors, and allusions as
"American" and how to read the data on such material. The editors present the essays
in pairs that overlap in theme or region. Each author subsequently comments on the
other's work. A third scholar or team of scholars from a different discipline or
geographic location then provides another level of analysis. Contributors: Andrzej
Antoszek, Sophia Balakian, Zsófia Bán, Sabine Bröck, Ian Condry, Kate Delaney, Jane
C. Desmond, Virginia R. Dominguez, Ira Dworkin, Richard Ellis, Guillermo Ibarra,
Seyed Mohammad Marandi, Giorgio Mariani, Ana Mauad, Loes Nas, Edward Schatz,
Manar Shorbagy, Kristin Solli, Amy Spellacy, and Michael Titlestad.
This book explores the effectiveness of the Chinese government’s recent public
diplomacy efforts aimed at building its national image, and how these efforts may
influence foreign public's view of China. Based on in-depth interviews, media-content
analysis and public opinion-poll data, the book discusses Chinese leaders’ foreign
visits, Chinese media’s overseas expansion, Confucius institutes, global mega events,
and Chinese government’s new policies to attract foreign students, providing not only
background information, but also insights from scholars and experts. Although intended
mainly for students majoring in communications, Chinese studies, public relations and
international relations, it is also of interest to anyone studying China or public
diplomacy.
In the OECD-area states provide security business to be conducted through a legalinstitutional framework where state institutions, working in a legal-rational, predictable
and effective manner, are often taken for granted. Worldwide, however the situation is
very different. Private actors seize public institutions and processes accumulating ever
more power and private wealth by systematically abusing, side-stepping, ignoring and
tailoring formal institutions to fit their interests. Such forms of ‘state capture’ are
associated with specific political risks international businesses are confronted with
when operating in these countries, such as institutional ambiguity, systematic
favouritism and systemic corruption. This edited volume covers state capture, political
risks and international business from the perspectives of Political Science and
International Business Studies. Uniting theoretical approaches and empirical insights, it
examines Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine, Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria and
Turkey. Each chapter deals with country specific forms of state capture and the
associated political risks bridging the gap between political analysis and business
related impacts.
Contemporary international affairs are largely shaped by widely differing thematic
issues and actors, such as nation states, international institutions, NGOs and
multinational companies. Obtaining a deeper understanding of these multifaceted
themes and actors is crucial for developing a genuine understanding of contemporary
international affairs. This book provides undergraduate and postgraduate students of
global politics and international relations with the necessary knowledge of the forces
that shape and dominate our global political, economic and social/cultural environment.
The book significantly enhances our understanding of the essentials of contemporary
international affairs. Understanding Global Politics takes a pragmatic approach to
international relations, with each chapter being written by an expert in their respective
field: Part I provides the historical background that has led to the current state of world
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affairs. It also provides clear outlines of the major yet often complex theories of
international relations. Part II is dedicated to the main actors in global politics. It
discusses actors such as the most important nation states, the UN, EU, international
organizations, NGOs and multinational companies. Part III considers important
contemporary themes and challenges in global politics, including non-state centered
challenges. Chapters focus on international terrorism, energy and climate change
issues, religious fundamentalism and demographic changes. The comprehensive
structure of this book makes it particularly viable to students who wish to pursue
careers in international organizations, diplomacy, consultancy, the think tank world and
the media.
It is sometimes said that, in the 21st century, the country that tells the better story wins,
rather than the country whose army can prevail on the battlefield. That ability to attract
others, persuade and set the agenda, soft power, plays an increasingly important role in
international relations and in Indian foreign policy. However, while most of the
rediscovered interest in India has been focused on its hard power attributes, such as its
military and economy, this book concentrates on less tangible assets, such as its
culture, ideas and people. The first comprehensive analysis of India’s soft power done
from an international relations perspective, this book tracks the changes in Indian
foreign policy over last two decades to show how soft power strategy, tools and
institutions have been given a more prominent place in India’s external affairs. The
study evaluates India’s soft power assets and liabilities and shows how the state is
trying to make better use of this potential to realise its national interests. It assesses the
effectiveness of India’s soft power approach and provides recommendations on
possible improvements to make India a major smart power in the future. An intriguing
and comprehensive analysis, it will be valuable for students and scholars interested in
Indian foreign policy, soft power theory and international relations. Underlining India’s
uniqueness, it substantiates the argument that soft power is not confined to the
Western world. Thus, it contributes an interesting case study for comparative study of
soft powers. Please note: Taylor & Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback in
India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
This report examines the links between inequality and other major global trends (or
megatrends), with a focus on technological change, climate change, urbanization and
international migration. The analysis pays particular attention to poverty and labour
market trends, as they mediate the distributional impacts of the major trends selected. It
also provides policy recommendations to manage these megatrends in an equitable
manner and considers the policy implications, so as to reduce inequalities and support
their implementation.
This new study covers the civil and military lessons of the war in Afghanistan as of
2015, the trends at the time of transition, and the risks inherent in the current approach
to supporting Afghanistan.
In recent decades, we have seen five perilous and interlocking trends dominate global
discourse: irreversible climate change, extreme food and water shortages, rising
chronic illnesses, and rampant obesity. Why can't we make any progress in
counteracting these problems despite vast expenditures of intellectual, institutional, and
social capital? What makes these global emergencies the "wicked problems" that resist
our best efforts and only grow more daunting? Daniel Callahan, noted author and the
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nation's preeminent scholar in bioethics, examines these global problems and shines a
light on the institutions, practices, and actors that block major change. We see partisan
political and ideological forces, old-fashioned hucksters, and trumped-up scientific
disagreements but also the problem of modern progress itself. Obesity, anthropogenic
climate change, degenerative diseases, ecological degradation, and global famine are
often the unintended consequences of unchecked industrial growth, insatiable eating
habits, and technologically extended life spans. Only through well-crafted political,
regulatory, industrial, and cultural counterstrategies can we change enough minds to
check these threats. With big thinking on issues that are usually evaluated separately,
this book is sure to scramble partisan divides and provoke unusual, heated debate.
'Religion's Sudden Decline' provides evidence of a major decline in religion in most of the
world, based on surveys of over 100 countries containing 90 percent of the world's population,
carried out from 1981 to 2020 - the largest base of empirical evidence ever assembled to
analyse mass acceptance or rejection of religion.-What is “soft power”? How can a country acquire and enjoy it? Is it the product of public or
private initiatives? How significant is “soft power” in world affairs? The concept of “soft
power,” the idea that international success depends not just upon weaponry, force, and
military coercion, but also on admiration and respect for a country’s culture and way of life, is
winning ever-greater global attention. As China enjoys ever-increasing heft on the global
scene, many Chinese officials seek to emulate the past success of the United States in
dominating the world, not simply militarily, but in terms of influence and prestige. Most are very
conscious that “soft power” can be extremely valuable in terms of supplementing and boosting
their country’s military and strategic position, but are often uncertain as to how to deploy the
instruments of propaganda and cultural diplomacy most effectively. The essays in this volume,
largely written by scholars based in mainland China, represent an extended effort to debate
and assess the theoretical concept of “soft power” and just what it means and how it works in
practice. The authors focus upon the practical impact and implications of “soft power” in
diverse settings and situations in the United States past and present. How, they ask, does
“soft power” relate to issues of religion, gender, race, and social equality, at home and
abroad? What do American elections and political rhetoric do for American “soft power”? Will
China succeed in rivalling the United States in power, whether hard, soft, or smart? And how
will “soft power” feature in US-China relations, present and future?
Lebow demonstrates that foreign policies consistent with generally accepted ethical norms are
more likely to succeed, and those at odds with them to fail. Constructing original data sets and
analyzing multiple case studies, Lebow makes an empirical case for ethics in international
relations. His approach looks to create a productive dialogue between those who ask primarily
'ought' questions and those who pose 'is' questions. The former want to establish appropriate
criteria for the behaviour of state and non-state actors and the discourses that lead to their
policy decisions, whereas scholars who pose 'is' questions are concerned with how political
actors behave and the principles and assumptions that might explain their behaviour. Lebow
bridges the gap between 'is' and 'ought' questions by making an instrumental argument in
favour of ethical foreign policy. He examines policymaking as well as policy, offering ethical
guidelines for policymaking that are likely to result in more successful policies.
The World Happiness Report reviews levels of happiness across developed and developing
nations, and presents ranking tables on national and regional happiness.
"East Asia is increasingly prominent within global sport. In the short period between 2018 and
2022 it will have held two Winter and one Summer Olympics, and the Rugby World Cup for
good measure. This is not a sudden development. It has been in train for some time, although
many scholars, especially in Europe and North America, have been focussed primarily on sport
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in their own countries and regions. J.A. Mangan, who for decades has been looking closely at
sport in East Asia while encouraging others to do likewise, has made a major contribution to
knowledge and understanding of a once under-appreciated subject. This excellent collection in
his honour analyses the key interwoven elements of sport, media and nation in China, Japan
and South Korea. It demonstrates how the structure and practice of sport connects in myriad
ways with its representation, not least with regard to national narratives, international rivalries
and transnational trends. It is a book that does signal justice both to East Asian Studies and to
the academic who recognised the importance of sport to that field, and who has done so much
to ensure that the region is centrally placed within any contemporary analysis of the world of
sport." David Rowe, Emeritus Professor of Cultural Research, Institute for Culture and Society,
Western Sydney University "Professor Mangan is the master dissector of the connections
between sport and politics, geopolitics and nationalism across multiple Asian contexts. A
collection of essays in honour of his long service to academic understandings of these fields is
well deserved, and the editors and contributors to this volume have served up a worthy tribute.
Showcasing new work by a stellar cast of China, Japan and Korea experts, in combination the
papers collected here yield valuable insights into the issues of nation building, identity, media
representation and sport which have been the subject of Professor Mangan's pioneering work
over the past several decades. No one has done more to put East Asia on the map in terms of
academic research on the manifold socio-political dimensions of sport, and this superbly
constructed volume orchestrated by rising Tianwei Ren confirms that we neglect this
fascinating, complex region at our peril." Jonathan Sullivan, Director of China Policy Institute
and China Soccer Observatory, Associate Professor, School of Politics and IR. University of
Nottingham
Set against the backdrop of tensions in East Asia, this book analyzes how East Asia's "new
middle powers" and emerging powers employ public diplomacy as a key element of their
foreign policy strategy and in so doing influence regional power dynamics. The volume brings
together contributions from an international and influential group of scholars, who are leading
debates on public diplomacy within East Asia. Where the study of public diplomacy has so far
focused primarily on the West, the essays in this book highlight the distinct strategies of East
Asian powers and demonstrate that understanding public diplomacy requires studying its
strategies and practices outside as much as within the Western world. A focus on public
diplomacy likewise gives us a more varied picture of state-to-state relations in East Asia.
This annual referential report, has become an essential classic in the academic realm of
Palestinian Studies. It includes the latest and most recent statistical and analytic data on the
various developments related to the Palestinian issue. *** Al-Zaytouna Center for Studies and
Consultations in Beirut has published the Arabic version of the Palestinian Strategic Report
2014-2015 (PSR) The PSR is one of al-Zaytouna’s most important academic studies,
published periodically in both English and Arabic. Today, it can be surely asserted that PSR is
a must reference for every researcher and academic who are interested in the contemporary
developments of the Palestinian issue and the Arab-Israeli conflict. The PSR reviews biennially
the various developments concerning the Palestinian question in a comprehensive, objective
and academic manner. It offers a wealth of data, up-to-date statistics, and analyzes and offers
an outlook of future events. The PSR 2014–2015 falls in 392 pages and seven chapters.
Edited by Dr. Mohsen Mohammad Saleh, PSR 2014–2015 was written by 12 specialized
researchers, and reviewed by four consultants. The seven chapters cover the internal
Palestinian scene, the Israeli-Palestinian scene, the Palestinian issue and the Arab world, the
Palestinian issue and the Muslim world, the Palestinian issue and the international situation,
the land and the holy sites, and the demographic, economic and educational Indicators.
A lexicon of the legal, administrative, and military terms and concepts central to the Israeli
occupation of the Palestinian Territories.
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