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Academic writing is a conversation — a collaborative
exchange of ideas to pursue new knowledge. From
Inquiry to Academic Writing: A Text and Reader
demystifies cross-curricular thinking and writing by
breaking it down into a series of comprehensible
habits and skills that students can learn in order to
join in. The extensive thematic reader opens up
thought-provoking conversations being held
throughout the academy and in the culture at large.
Read the preface.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • This instant
classic explores how we can change our lives by
changing our habits. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Wall Street Journal
• Financial Times In The Power of Habit, awardwinning business reporter Charles Duhigg takes us
to the thrilling edge of scientific discoveries that
explain why habits exist and how they can be
changed. Distilling vast amounts of information into
engrossing narratives that take us from the
boardrooms of Procter & Gamble to the sidelines of
the NFL to the front lines of the civil rights
movement, Duhigg presents a whole new
understanding of human nature and its potential. At
its core, The Power of Habit contains an exhilarating
argument: The key to exercising regularly, losing
weight, being more productive, and achieving
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success is understanding how habits work. As
Duhigg shows, by harnessing this new science, we
can transform our businesses, our communities, and
our lives. With a new Afterword by the author
“Sharp, provocative, and useful.”—Jim Collins “Few
[books] become essential manuals for business and
living. The Power of Habit is an exception. Charles
Duhigg not only explains how habits are formed but
how to kick bad ones and hang on to the
good.”—Financial Times “A flat-out great
read.”—David Allen, bestselling author of Getting
Things Done: The Art of Stress-Free Productivity
“You’ll never look at yourself, your organization, or
your world quite the same way.”—Daniel H. Pink,
bestselling author of Drive and A Whole New Mind
“Entertaining . . . enjoyable . . . fascinating . . . a
serious look at the science of habit formation and
change.”—The New York Times Book Review
In this bold book, Samuel Cohen asserts the literary
and historical importance of the period between the
fall of the Berlin wall and that of the Twin Towers in
New York. With refreshing clarity, he examines six
1990s novels and two post-9/11 novels that explore
the impact of the end of the Cold War: Pynchon's
Mason & Dixon, Roth's American Pastoral,
Morrison's Paradise, O'Brien's In the Lake of the
Woods, Didion's The Last Thing He Wanted,
Eugenides's Middlesex, Lethem's Fortress of
Solitude, and DeLillo's Underworld. Cohen
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emphasizes how these works reconnect the past to
a present that is ironically keen on denying that
connection. Exploring the ways ideas about paradise
and pastoral, difference and exclusion, innocence
and righteousness, triumph and trauma deform the
stories Americans tell themselves about their
nation’s past, After the End of History challenges us
to reconsider these works in a new light, offering
fresh, insightful readings of what are destined to be
classic works of literature. At the same time, Cohen
enters into the theoretical discussion about
postmodern historical understanding. Throwing his
hat in the ring with force and style, he confronts not
only Francis Fukuyama’s triumphalist response to
the fall of the Soviet Union but also the other literary
and political “end of history” claims put forth by such
theorists as Fredric Jameson and Walter Benn
Michaels. In a straightforward, affecting style, After
the End of History offers us a new vision for the
capabilities and confines of contemporary fiction.
Food Matters explores questions about the
seemingly simple concept of food: What is the
purpose of food: sustenance, pleasure, health? What
political, social, and cultural forces affect our food
choices? What does it mean to eat ethically? How
does our food system contribute to the climate crisis,
and how can we make changes in our eating habits
and in food production to protect the planet? What
problems and possibilities will influence what the
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future of food? Readings by a range of essayists,
scientists, journalists, farmers, activists, and ordinary
citizens take up these questions and more.
Questions and assignments for each selection
provide a range of activities for students. The
Bedford Spotlight Reader Series is an exciting line of
single-theme readers, each reflecting Bedford's
trademark care and quality. An editorial board of a
dozen compositionists at schools with courses
focusing on specific themes assists in the
development of the series. Each reader collects
thoughtfully chosen selections sufficient for an entire
writing course--about 35 pieces--to allow instructors
to provide carefully developed, high-quality
instruction at an affordable price. Bedford Spotlight
Readers are designed to help students from all
majors make sustained inquiries from multiple
perspectives, opening up topics such as gender,
happiness, intelligence, language, music, science
and technology, subcultures, and sustainability to
critical analysis. The readers are flexibly arranged in
thematic chapters, with each chapter focusing in
depth on a different facet of the central topic.
Instructor support at macmillanlearning.com includes
sample syllabi and additional teaching resources.
PATTERNS ACROSS CULTURES is a rhetorically
organized reader driven by the principle that as the world
gets smaller, students should be exposed to a wide
variety of cultural perspectives--both from within the
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United States and from other countries. Many of the
reading selections in the text are by writers who have
never been anthologized, providing an invigorating
alternative to traditional readers. Post-reading features
for each selection, including questions on author's
"Meaning," "Technique," and "Language," help students
examine how the selection utilizes both the primary
mode and other modes as well; calls out key vocabulary
terms; highlights thematic connections between
selections; and provides prompts for both personal and
critical writing. To assist those instructors who prefer a
thematic framework for discussing the selections, a
thematic Table of Contents and Thematic Links
questions connecting each essay with one or more
others on similar themes will provide inspiration for
theme-based discussions and writing assignments.
Available with InfoTrac® Student Collections
http://gocengage.com/infotrac.
'Ulysses' is a novel by Irish writer James Joyce. It was
first serialised in parts in the American journal 'The Little
Review' from March 1918 to December 1920, and then
published in its entirety by Sylvia Beach in February
1922, in Paris. 'Ulysses' has survived bowdlerization,
legal action and bitter controversy. Capturing a single
day in the life of Dubliner Leopold Bloom, his friends
Buck Mulligan and Stephen Dedalus, his wife Molly, and
a scintillating cast of supporting characters, Joyce
pushes Celtic lyricism and vulgarity to splendid
extremes. An undisputed modernist classic, its ceaseless
verbal inventiveness and astonishingly wide-ranging
allusions confirm its standing as an imperishable
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monument to the human condition. It takes readers into
the inner realms of human consciousness using the
interior monologue style that came to be called stream of
consciousness. In addition to this psychological
characteristic, it gives a realistic portrait of the life of
ordinary people living in Dublin, Ireland, on June 16,
1904. The novel was the subject of a famous obscenity
trial in 1933, but was found by a U.S. district court in
New York to be a work of art. The furor over the novel
made Joyce a celebrity. In the long run, the work placed
him at the forefront of the modern period of the early
1900s when literary works, primarily in the first two
decades, explored interior lives and subjective reality in a
new idiom, attempting to probe the human psyche in
order to understand the human condition. This richlyallusive novel, revolutionary in its modernistic
experimentalism, was hailed as a work of genius by W.B.
Yeats, T.S. Eliot and Ernest Hemingway. Scandalously
frank, wittily erudite, mercurially eloquent, resourcefully
comic and generously humane, 'Ulysses' offers the
reader a life-changing experience. Publisher : General
Press
He explains when and where in Melville's wanderings
throughout America, Europe, and the Near East he saw
these works, then describes how Melville made use of
the life and work of these artists in his own fiction and
poetry. The collection includes new essays on Moby Dick
and J.M.W. Turner; Melville's fascination with Dutch
genre painting; his appropriation of work by Cole and
Vanderlyn for his magazine fiction; his use of early
representations of the plague in Israel Potter; the
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relationship between the satirical cartoons of Daumier
and the figures of The Confidence-Man; Timoleon's
many artistic subjects; and the power of classical icons
to shape the moral and aesthetic conflicts in Billy Budd.
Also found here are theoretical essays on Melville and
the picturesque; the modernism of Melville's aesthetic
vision; his "anti-architectural" theory of literature; and his
extensive reading in art history and art theory, from the
classical to his own period.
Combining concise but thorough instruction in the
methods of development with a conscientiously picked
selection of classic and contemporary model readings for
writers, 40 Model Essays contains advice on forming a
thesis statement alongside a wealth of captivating new
writing topics to help you succeed.
Gathering forty important short stories in a portable and
economical format, the second edition includes even
more of the fiction instructors want to teach and more of
the help student readers need.
Beyond black and white, native and alien, lies a vast and
fertile field of human experience. It is here that Eric Liu,
former speechwriter for President Clinton and noted
political commentator, invites us to explore. In these
compellingly candid essays, Liu reflects on his life as a
second-generation Chinese American and reveals the
shifting frames of ethnic identity. Finding himself unable
to read a Chinese memorial book about his father's life,
he looks critically at the cost of his own assimilation. But
he casts an equally questioning eye on the effort to
sustain vast racial categories like “Asian American.” And
as he surveys the rising anxiety about China's influence,
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Liu illuminates the space that Asians have always
occupied in the American imagination. Reminiscent of
the work of James Baldwin and its unwavering honesty,
The Accidental Asian introduces a powerful and elegant
voice into the discussion of what it means to be an
American.
Postmodernism and Race explores the question of how
dramatic shifts in conceptions of race in the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries have been
addressed by writers at the cutting edge of equally
dramatic transformations of literary form. An opening
section engages with the broad question of how the
geographical and political positioning of experimental
writing informs its contribution to racial discourses, while
later segments focus on central critical domains within
this field: race and performativity, race and the
contemporary nation, and postracial futures. With essays
on a wide range of contemporary writers, including
Bernadine Evaristo, Alasdair Gray, Jhumpa Lahiri,
Andrea Levy, and Don DeLillo, this volume makes an
important contribution to our understanding of the politics
and aesthetics of contemporary writing.
Monsters explores questions about the central concept
of the monstrous: Why do we create monsters? Are they
animal, human, both, or neither? Which of our fears and
desires do monsters embody? What can monsters tell us
about our cultural and historical moments? How do we
cope with the monsters that haunt our imaginations--and
our societies? Readings by classic poets, contemporary
fiction writers, pop culture critics, philosophers,
psychologists, occultists, veterinarians, ethicists,
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historians, and others take up these questions and more.
Questions and assignments for each selection provide a
range of activities for students to write about vampires,
werewolves, zombies, mermaids, serial killers, classic
horror movie monsters, and more strange things that go
bump in the night. The Bedford Spotlight Reader Series
is an exciting line of single-theme readers, each
reflecting Bedford's trademark care and quality. An
editorial board of a dozen compositionists at schools with
courses focusing on specific themes assists in the
development of the series. Each reader collects
thoughtfully chosen selections sufficient for an entire
writing course--about 35 pieces--to allow instructors to
provide carefully developed, high-quality instruction at an
affordable price. Bedford Spotlight Readers are designed
to help students from all majors make sustained inquiries
from multiple perspectives, opening up topics such as
borders, food, gender, happiness, humor, language,
music, science and technology, subcultures, and
sustainability, to critical analysis. The readers are flexibly
arranged in thematic chapters, with each chapter
focusing in depth on a different facet of the central topic.
Instructor support at macmillanlearning.com includes
sample syllabi and additional teaching resources.
In this elegant volume, literary critics scrutinize the existing
Wallace scholarship and at the same time pioneer new ways
of understanding Wallace's fiction and journalism. In critical
essays exploring a variety of topics—including Wallace's
relationship to American literary history, his place in literary
journalism, his complicated relationship to his postmodernist
predecessors, the formal difficulties of his 1996 magnum
opus Infinite Jest, his environmental imagination, and the
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“social life” of his fiction and nonfiction—contributors plumb
sources as diverse as Amazon.com reader
recommendations, professional book reviews, the 2009
Infinite Summer project, and the David Foster Wallace
archive at the University of Texas's Harry Ransom Center.
THIS TITLE HAS BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT THE 2016
MLA UPDATES! Our editorial team has updated this text
based on content from The MLA Handbook, 8th Edition.
Browse our catalog or contact your representative for a full
listing of updated titles and packages, or to request a custom
ISBN. Now in its twelfth edition, Literature: The Human
Experience provides a broad range of compelling fiction,
poetry, drama, and nonfiction that explore the intersections
and contradictions of human nature. Timeless themes such
as innocence and experience, conformity and rebellion,
culture and identity, love and hate, and life and death are
presented through the context of connections and
experiences that are enduringly human. By presenting
diverse selections from contemporary and classic authors
across time and cultures, students are certain to discover
literature in this anthology with which they can connect.
Literature: The Human Experience is also designed to make
teaching literature convenient for instructors and to make
reading and writing about literature appealing for students.. A
flexible arrangement of literature within each theme allows
instructors to teach the text however best suits their
classrooms, and the expert instruction and exciting selections
will help to guide and entice even the most reluctant readers.
Enhancements to the twelfth edition include four new
casebooks—one per genre—that help students to see how
literature can make arguments as well as new reading
questions that ask students to make arguments about the
selections. To top it off, Literature: The Human Experience
costs about $10 to $30 less than comparable anthologies,
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providing a wealth of material for an affordable price.
A key challenge in the first-year composition course is to
inspire students as readers and to spark the kind of thoughtful
classroom discussion that leads to solid academic writing. As
series editor of "The Best American Essays" Robert Atwan
constantly scours a wide range of print and online periodicals,
bringing to "America Now" an unrivaled awareness of the best
writing on today's hottest issues. To make these issues
especially relevant for students, Atwan also explores
hundreds of campus newspapers on the Internet to find the
best student writing on current topics. These models by their
peers from across the country show students that they, too,
can share ideas through their own discussion and writing.
50 Essays: A Portable Anthology directly addresses students'
and instructors' concerns that composition readers are too
expensive and too large. At less than half the size and price
of comparable readers, 50 Essays meets the needs of a wide
variety of classrooms. The carefully chosen table of contents
presents enough familiarity to reassure instructors, enough
novelty to keep things interesting, and enough variety to
accommodate many different teaching needs. The editorial
apparatus has been designed to support that variety of needs
without being intrusive. In its second edition, 50 Essays
continues to offer selections that instructors love to teach,
with even more flexibility and more support for academic
writing.
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