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Winner of the 2018 National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism A New York Times
Notable Book From Zadie Smith, one of the most beloved authors of her generation, a
new collection of essays Since she burst spectacularly into view with her debut novel
almost two decades ago, Zadie Smith has established herself not just as one of the
world's preeminent fiction writers, but also a brilliant and singular essayist. She
contributes regularly to The New Yorker and the New York Review of Books on a range
of subjects, and each piece of hers is a literary event in its own right. Arranged into five
sections--In the World, In the Audience, In the Gallery, On the Bookshelf, and Feel
Free--this new collection poses questions we immediately recognize. What is The
Social Network--and Facebook itself--really about? "It's a cruel portrait of us: 500 million
sentient people entrapped in the recent careless thoughts of a Harvard sophomore."
Why do we love libraries? "Well-run libraries are filled with people because what a good
library offers cannot be easily found elsewhere: an indoor public space in which you do
not have to buy anything in order to stay." What will we tell our granddaughters about
our collective failure to address global warming? "So I might say to her, look: the thing
you have to appreciate is that we'd just been through a century of relativism and
deconstruction, in which we were informed that most of our fondest-held principles were
either uncertain or simple wishful thinking, and in many areas of our lives we had
already been asked to accept that nothing is essential and everything changes--and
this had taken the fight out of us somewhat." Gathering in one place for the first time
previously unpublished work, as well as already classic essays, such as, "Joy," and,
"Find Your Beach," Feel Free offers a survey of important recent events in culture and
politics, as well as Smith's own life. Equally at home in the world of good books and bad
politics, Brooklyn-born rappers and the work of Swiss novelists, she is by turns wry,
heartfelt, indignant, and incisive--and never any less than perfect company. This is
literary journalism at its zenith. Zadie Smith's new book, Grand Union, is on sale
10/8/2019.
From writer Cazzie David comes a series of acerbic, darkly funny essays about
misanthropy, social media, anxiety, relationships, and growing up in a wildly eccentric
family. For Cazzie David, the world is one big trap door leading to death and despair
and social phobia. From shame spirals caused by hookups to panic attacks about being
alive and everyone else having to be alive too, David chronicles her life’s most chaotic
moments with wit, bleak humor, and a mega-dose of self-awareness. In No One Asked
for This, David provides readers with a singular but ultimately relatable tour through her
mind, as she explores existential anxiety, family dynamics, and the utterly modern
dilemma of having your breakup displayed on the Internet. With pitch-black humor
resonant of her father, comedy legend Larry David, and topics that speak uniquely to
generational malaise, No One Asked for This is the perfect companion for when you
don’t really want a companion.
*A People Top 10 Book of 2018* The New York Times essayist and author of We Learn
Nothing, Tim Kreider trains his singular power of observation on his (often befuddling)
relationships with women. Psychologists have told him he’s a psychologist.
Philosophers have told him he’s a philosopher. Religious groups have invited him to
speak. He had a cult following as a cartoonist. But, above all else, Tim Kreider is an
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essayist—one whose deft prose, uncanny observations, dark humor, and emotional
vulnerability have earned him deserved comparisons to David Sedaris, Sarah Vowell,
and the late David Foster Wallace (who was himself a fan of Kreider’s humor).
“Beautifully written, with just enough humor to balance his spikiness” (Booklist), I
Wrote This Book Because I Love You focuses Tim’s unique perception and wit on his
relationships with women—romantic, platonic, and the murky in-between. He talks about
his difficulty finding lasting love and seeks to understand his commitment issues by
tracking down the John Hopkins psychologist who tested him for a groundbreaking
study on attachment when he was a toddler. He talks about his valued female
friendships, one of which landed him on a circus train bound for Mexico. He talks about
his time teaching young women at an upstate New York college, and the profound
lessons they wound up teaching him. And in a hugely popular essay that originally
appeared in The New York Times, he talks about his nineteen-year-old cat, wondering
if it’s the most enduring relationship he’ll ever have. “In a style reminiscent of Orwell,
E.B. White and David Sedaris” (The New York Times Book Review), each of these
pieces is “heartbreaking, brutal, and hilarious” (Judd Apatow), and collectively they
cement Kreider’s place among the best essayists working today.
In this classic collection of wide-ranging and interdisciplinary essays, Stanley Cavell
explores a remarkably broad range of philosophical issues from politics and ethics to
the arts and philosophy. The essays explore issues as diverse as the opposing
approaches of 'analytic' and 'Continental' philosophy, modernism, Wittgenstein, abstract
expressionism and Schoenberg, Shakespeare on human needs, the difficulties of
authorship, Kierkegaard and post-Enlightenment religion. Presented in a fresh twentyfirst century series livery, and including a specially commissioned preface, written by
Stephen Mulhall, illuminating its continuing importance and relevance to philosophical
enquiry, this influential work is now available for a new generation of readers.
'Personal inclination made me a historian. Personal encounter with public policy made
me an activist.'
One of Book Riot's “The Best Books We Read in October 2018” “To say this collection
is transgressive, provocative, and brilliant is simply to tell you the truth.” —Roxane Gay,
author of Hunger and Bad Feminist Smart, humorous, and strikingly original essays by
one of “America’s most bracing thinkers on race, gender, and capitalism of our time”
(Rebecca Traister) In these eight piercing explorations on beauty, media, money, and
more, Tressie McMillan Cottom—award-winning professor and acclaimed author of
Lower Ed—embraces her venerated role as a purveyor of wit, wisdom, and Black Twitter
snark about all that is right and much that is wrong with this thing we call society. Ideas
and identity fuse effortlessly in this vibrant collection that on bookshelves is just as at
home alongside Rebecca Solnit and bell hooks as it is beside Jeff Chang and Janet
Mock. It also fills an important void on those very shelves: a modern black American
feminist voice waxing poetic on self and society, serving up a healthy portion of clever
prose and southern aphorisms as she covers everything from Saturday Night Live,
LinkedIn, and BBQ Becky to sexual violence, infant mortality, and Trump rallies. Thick
speaks fearlessly to a range of topics and is far more genre-bending than a typical
compendium of personal essays. An intrepid intellectual force hailed by the likes of
Trevor Noah, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Oprah, Tressie McMillan Cottom is
“among America’s most bracing thinkers on race, gender, and capitalism of our time”
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(Rebecca Traister). This stunning debut collection—in all its intersectional glory—mines
for meaning in places many of us miss, and reveals precisely how the political, the
social, and the personal are almost always one and the same.
DIVThe Elizabethan sage offers wise, witty observations on truth, adversity, love,
ambition, fame, and many other topics. Short but thought-provoking, these essays
constitute an excellent combination of style and substance. /div

An NYRB Classics Original Simon Leys is a Renaissance man for the era of
globalization. A distinguished scholar of classical Chinese art and literature and
one of the first Westerners to recognize the appalling toll of Mao’s Cultural
Revolution, Leys also writes with unfailing intelligence, seriousness, and bite
about European art, literature, history, and politics and is an unflinching observer
of the way we live now. The Hall of Uselessness is the most extensive collection
of Leys’s essays to be published to date. In it, he addresses subjects ranging
from the Chinese attitude to the past to the mysteries of Belgium and Belgitude;
offers portraits of André Gide and Zhou Enlai; takes on Roland Barthes and
Christopher Hitchens; broods on the Cambodian genocide; reflects on the spell of
the sea; and writes with keen appreciation about writers as different as Victor
Hugo, Evelyn Waugh, and Georges Simenon. Throughout, The Hall of
Uselessness is marked with the deep knowledge, skeptical intelligence, and
passionate conviction that have made Simon Leys one of the most powerful
essayists of our time.
Randall Jarrell was only fifty-one at the time of his death, in 1965, yet he created
a body of work that secured his position as one of the century's leading American
men of letters. Although he saw himself chiefly as a poet, publishing a number of
books of poetry, he also left behind a sparkling comic novel, four children's
books, numerous translations, haunting letters, and four collections of essays.
Edited by Brad Leithauser, No Other Bookdraws from these four essay
collections, reminding us that Jarell the poet was also, in the words of Robert
Lowell, "a critic of genius."
“Yocum writes like the reporter he used to be. He's observant andstill has his eye
for detail and nuance.”—RichmondTimes-Dispatch
In this exuberantly praised book - a collection of seven pieces on subjects
ranging from television to tennis, from the Illinois State Fair to the films of David
Lynch, from postmodern literary theory to the supposed fun of traveling aboard a
Caribbean luxury cruiseliner - David Foster Wallace brings to nonfiction the same
curiosity, hilarity, and exhilarating verbal facility that has delighted readers of his
fiction, including the bestselling Infinite Jest.
A selection of essays on writing and reading by the master short-fiction writer
Lydia Davis Lydia Davis is a writer whose originality, influence, and wit are
beyond compare. Jonathan Franzen has called her “a magician of selfconsciousness,” while Rick Moody hails her as "the best prose stylist in
America." And for Claire Messud, “Davis's signal gift is to make us feel alive.”
Best known for her masterful short stories and translations, Davis’s gifts extend
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equally to her nonfiction. In Essays One, Davis has, for the first time, gathered a
selection of essays, commentaries, and lectures composed over the past five
decades. In this first of two volumes, her subjects range from her earliest
influences to her favorite short stories, from John Ashbery’s translation of
Rimbaud to Alan Cote’s painting, and from the Shepherd’s Psalm to early tourist
photographs. On display is the development and range of one of the sharpest,
most capacious minds writing today.
An irresistible collection of favorite writings from an author celebrated for his
bravura style and sheer unpredictability Francis Spufford's welcome first volume
of collected essays gathers an array of his compelling writings from the 1990s to
the present. He makes use of a variety of encounters with particular places,
writers, or books to address deeper questions relating to the complicated
relationship between story-telling and truth-telling. How must a nonfiction writer
imagine facts, vivifying them to bring them to life? How must a novelist create a
dependable world of story, within which facts are, in fact, imaginary? And how
does a religious faith felt strongly to be true, but not provably so, draw on both
kinds of writerly imagination? Ranging freely across topics as diverse as the
medieval legends of Cockaigne, the Christian apologetics of C. S. Lewis, and the
tomb of Ayatollah Khomeini, Spufford provides both fresh observations and
thought-provoking insights. No less does he inspire an irresistible urge to turn the
page and read on.
Marilynne Robinson has built a sterling reputation as a writer of sharp, subtly
moving prose, not only as a major American novelist, but also as a rigorous
thinker and incisive essayist. In When I Was a Child I Read Books she returns to
and expands upon the themes which have preoccupied her work with renewed
vigor. In "Austerity as Ideology," she tackles the global debt crisis, and the
charged political and social political climate in this country that makes finding a
solution to our financial troubles so challenging. In "Open Thy Hand Wide" she
searches out the deeply embedded role of generosity in Christian faith. And in
"When I Was a Child," one of her most personal essays to date, an account of
her childhood in Idaho becomes an exploration of individualism and the myth of
the American West. Clear-eyed and forceful as ever, Robinson demonstrates
once again why she is regarded as one of our essential writers.
Hailed by David Sedaris as "perfectly, relentlessly funny" and by Colson Whitehead as
"sardonic without being cruel, tender without being sentimental," from the author of the new
collection Look Alive Out There. Wry, hilarious, and profoundly genuine, this debut collection of
literary essays is a celebration of fallibility and haplessness in all their glory. From despoiling
an exhibit at the Natural History Museum to provoking the ire of her first boss to siccing the
cops on her mysterious neighbor, Crosley can do no right despite the best of intentions -- or
perhaps because of them. Together, these essays create a startlingly funny and revealing
portrait of a complex and utterly recognizable character who aims for the stars but hits the
ceiling, and the inimitable city that has helped shape who she is. I Was Told There'd Be Cake
introduces a strikingly original voice, chronicling the struggles and unexpected beauty of
modern urban life.
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Passionate, strong-minded nonfiction from the National Book Award-winning author of The
Corrections Jonathan Franzen's The Corrections was the best-loved and most-written-about
novel of 2001. Nearly every in-depth review of it discussed what became known as "The
Harper's Essay," Franzen's controversial 1996 investigation of the fate of the American novel.
This essay is reprinted for the first time in How to be Alone, along with the personal essays and
the dead-on reportage that earned Franzen a wide readership before the success of The
Corrections. Although his subjects range from the sex-advice industry to the way a supermax
prison works, each piece wrestles with familiar themes of Franzen's writing: the erosion of civic
life and private dignity and the hidden persistence of loneliness in postmodern, imperial
America. Recent pieces include a moving essay on his father's stuggle with Alzheimer's
disease (which has already been reprinted around the world) and a rueful account of Franzen's
brief tenure as an Oprah Winfrey author. As a collection, these essays record what Franzen
calls "a movement away from an angry and frightened isolation toward an acceptance--even a
celebration--of being a reader and a writer." At the same time they show the wry distrust of the
claims of technology and psychology, the love-hate relationship with consumerism, and the
subversive belief in the tragic shape of the individual life that help make Franzen one of our
sharpest, toughest, and most entertaining social critics.
This collection contains every essay written in George Eliot's career, including some rare works
like The Influence of Rationalism.
A survey of British prose presents notable essays by Bacon, Addison, Lamb, Stevenson,
Priestley, Huxley, Pritchett, and others
Seventy-nine Short Essays on Design brings together the best of designer Michael Bierut's
critical writing—serious or humorous, flattering or biting, but always on the mark. Bierut is widely
considered the finest observer on design writing today. Covering topics as diverse as Twyla
Tharp and ITC Garamond, Bierut's intelligent and accessible texts pull design culture into crisp
focus. He touches on classics, like Massimo Vignelli and the cover of The Catcher in the Rye,
as well as newcomers, like McSweeney's Quarterly Concern and color-coded terrorism alert
levels. Along the way Nabakov's Pale Fire; Eero Saarinen; the paper clip; Celebration, Florida;
the planet Saturn; the ClearRx pill bottle; and paper architecture all fall under his pen. His
experience as a design practitioner informs his writing and gives it truth. In Seventy-nine Short
Essays on Design, designers and nondesigners alike can share and revel in his insights.
New York Times Bestseller: An “elegant” mosaic of trenchant observations on the late sixties
and seventies from the author of Slouching Towards Bethlehem (The New Yorker). In this
landmark essay collection, Joan Didion brilliantly interweaves her own “bad dreams” with
those of a nation confronting the dark underside of 1960s counterculture. From a jailhouse visit
to Black Panther Party cofounder Huey Newton to witnessing First Lady of California Nancy
Reagan pretend to pick flowers for the benefit of news cameras, Didion captures the paranoia
and absurdity of the era with her signature blend of irony and insight. She takes readers to the
“giddily splendid” Getty Museum in Los Angeles, the cool mountains of Bogotá, and the
Jordanian Desert, where Bishop James Pike went to walk in Jesus’s footsteps—and died not
far from his rented Ford Cortina. She anatomizes the culture of shopping malls—“toy garden
cities in which no one lives but everyone consumes”—and exposes the contradictions and
compromises of the women’s movement. In the iconic title essay, she documents her uneasy
state of mind during the years leading up to and following the Manson murders—a terrifying
crime that, in her memory, surprised no one. Written in “a voice like no other in contemporary
journalism,” The White Album is a masterpiece of literary reportage and a fearless work of
autobiography by the National Book Award–winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking
(The New York Times Book Review). Its power to electrify and inform remains undiminished
nearly forty years after it was first published.
Offers tips on writing an essay for admission to graduate school, provides an explanation of the
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admissions process, gives advice on securing letters of recommendation, and features
resources for locating scholarships.

Writing an amazing college admission essay is easier than you think! So you're a high
school senior given the task of writing a 650-word personal statement for your college
application. Do you tell the story of your life, or a story from your life? Do you choose a
single moment? If so, which one? The options seem endless. Lucky for you, they're not.
College counselor Ethan Sawyer (aka The College Essay Guy) will show you that there
are only four (really, four!) types of college admission essays. And all you have to do to
figure out which type is best for you is answer two simple questions: 1. Have you
experienced significant challenges in your life? 2. Do you know what you want to be or
do in the future? With these questions providing the building blocks for your essay,
Sawyer guides you through the rest of the process, from choosing a structure to
revising your essay, and answers the big questions that have probably been keeping
you up at night: How do I brag in a way that doesn't sound like bragging? and How do I
make my essay, like, deep? Packed with tips, tricks, exercises, and sample essays
from real students who got into their dream schools, College Essay Essentials is the
only college essay guide to make this complicated process logical, simple, and (dare
we say it?) a little bit fun.
The sexual politics of a faculty wives dinner. The psychological gamesmanship of an
inappropriate therapist. The emotional minefield of an extended family wedding . . .
Whatever the subject, Emily Fox Gordon’s disarmingly personal essays are an art form
unto themselves—reflecting and revealing, like mirrors in a maze, the seemingly endless
ways a woman can lose herself in the modern world. With piercing humor and
merciless precision, Gordon zigzags her way through “the unevolved paradise” of
academia, with its dying breeds of bohemians, adulterers, and flirts, then stumbles
through the perils and pleasures of psychotherapy, hoping to find a narrative for her life.
Along the way, she encounters textbook feminists, partying philosophers, perfectionist
moms, and an unlikely kinship with Kafka—in a brilliant collection of essays that
challenge our sacred institutions, defy our expectations, and define our lives.
Henry Fairlie was one of the most colorful and trenchant journalists of the twentieth
century. The British-born writer made his name on Fleet Street, where he coined the
term “The Establishment,” sparred in print with the likes of Kenneth Tynan, and
caroused with Kingsley Amis, among many others. In America his writing found a home
in the pages of the New Yorker and other top magazines and newspapers. When he
died, he was remembered as “quite simply the best political journalist, writing in
English, in the last fifty years.” Remarkable for their prescience and relevance, Fairlie’s
essays celebrate Winston Churchill, old-fashioned bathtubs, and American empire; they
ridicule Republicans who think they are conservatives and yuppies who want to live
forever. Fairlie is caustic, controversial, and unwavering—especially when attacking his
employers. With an introduction by Jeremy McCarter, Bite the Hand That Feeds You
restores a compelling voice that, among its many virtues, helps Americans appreciate
their country anew.
“Ross Gay’s eye lands upon wonder at every turn, bolstering my belief in the countless
small miracles that surround us.” —Tracy K. Smith, Pulitzer Prize winner and U.S. Poet
Laureate The winner of the NBCC Award for Poetry offers up a spirited collection of
short lyric essays, written daily over a tumultuous year, reminding us of the purpose
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and pleasure of praising, extolling, and celebrating ordinary wonders. Ross Gay’s The
Book of Delights is a genre-defying book of essays—some as short as a paragraph;
some as long as five pages—that record the small joys that occurred in one year, from
birthday to birthday, and that we often overlook in our busy lives. His is a meditation on
delight that takes a clear-eyed view of the complexities, even the terrors, in his life,
including living in America as a black man; the ecological and psychic violence of our
consumer culture; the loss of those he loves. Among Gay’s funny, poetic, philosophical
delights: the way Botan Rice Candy wrappers melt in your mouth, the volunteer
crossing guard with a pronounced tremor whom he imagines as a kind of boat-woman
escorting pedestrians across the River Styx, a friend’s unabashed use of air quotes,
pickup basketball games, the silent nod of acknowledgment between black people. And
more than any other subject, Gay celebrates the beauty of the natural world—his
garden, the flowers in the sidewalk, the birds, the bees, the mushrooms, the trees. This
is not a book of how-to or inspiration, though it could be read that way. Fans of Roxane
Gay, Maggie Nelson, and Kiese Laymon will revel in Gay’s voice, and his insights. The
Book of Delights is about our connection to the world, to each other, and the rewards
that come from a life closely observed. Gay’s pieces serve as a powerful and
necessary reminder that we can, and should, stake out a space in our lives for delight.
The essay is one of the richest of literary forms. Its most obvious characteristics are
freedom, informality, and the personal touch--though it can also find room for poetry,
satire, fantasy, and sustained argument. All these qualities, and many others, are on
display in The Oxford Book of Essays. The most wide-ranging collection of its kind to
appear for many years, it includes 140 essays by 120 writers: classics, curiosities,
meditations, diversions, old favorites, recent examples that deserve to be better known.
A particularly welcome feature is the amount of space allotted to American essayists,
from Benjamin Franklin to John Updike and beyond. This is an anthology that opens
with wise words about the nature of truth, and closes with a consideration of the novels
of Judith Krantz. Some of the other topics discussed in its pages are anger, pleasure,
Gandhi, Beau Brummell, wasps, party-going, gangsters, plumbers, Beethoven, potato
crisps, the importance of being the right size, and the demolition of Westminster Abbey.
It contains some of the most eloquent writing in English, and some of the most
entertaining.
12 essays by the influential radical include "Marriage and Love," "The Hypocrisy of
Puritanism," "The Traffic in Women," Anarchism," and "The Psychology of Political
Violence."
Inspire and engage at an affordable price
This lively collection of successful college admissions essays from the kids at Berkeley
High reflects the diversity and eclectic interests of urban and suburban students at
public schools where academic ambition, gender issues, life on the streets, and love for
math, music, and art are all a part of the mix.
introduction by Charles Bernstein. Essays by Johanna Drucker.
Over the past eleven years, Greif has been publishing superb, and in some cases
already famous, essays in n+1, the high-profile little magazine that he co-founded.
These essays address such key topics in the cultural, political, and intellectual life of
our time as the tyranny of exercise, the tyranny of nutrition and food snobbery, the
sexualization of childhood (and everything else), the philosophical meaning of
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Radiohead, the rise and fall of the hipster, the impact of the Occupy Wall Street
movement, and the crisis of policing. Four of the selections address, directly and
unironically, the meaning of life--what might be the right philosophical stance to adopt
toward one's self and the world. Each essay in Against Everything is learned, original,
highly entertaining, and, from start to finish, dead serious. They are the work of a young
intellectual who, with his peers, is reinventing and reinvigorating what intellectuals can
be and say and do. Mark Greif manages to reincarnate and revivify the thought and
spirit of the greatest of American dissenters, Henry David Thoreau, for our time and
historical situation.--Publisher website.
A compendium of commentary, criticism, and oratory from an array of scientists,
philosophers, politicians, and writers throughout American history features such
contributors as Benjamin Franklin, Albert Einstein, Martin Luther King, Jr., and John F.
Kennedy.
A New York Times political cartoonist and writer presents a collection of his most
popular essays and drawings about life and government hypocrisy, exploring the darkly
comic aspects of such topics as falling in love with unlikeable people, managing a friend
with outspoken political views and reacting to a long acquaintance's sex-change
operation. By the creator of The Pain--When Will It End?
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