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A Glossary Of Contemporary Literary Theory
Engaging, authoritative, and affordably priced, The Bedford Glossary is a
comprehensive reference that clearly and accessibly defines hundreds of
important literary and critical terms from classical times to the present, making
them real and relevant to twenty-first century students through examples uniquely
drawn from contemporary literary and popular culture.
This book, first published in 1987, differs from many other ‘dictionaries of
criticism’ in concentrating less on time-honoured rhetorical terms and more on
conceptually flexible, powerful terms. Each entry consists of not simply a
dictionary definition but an essay exploring the history and full significance of the
term, and its possibilities in critical discourse. This title is an ideal basic reference
text for literature students of all levels.
Alphabetically arranged and followed by an index of terms at the end, this handy
reference of literary terms is bound to be of invaluable assistance to any student
of English literature.
In this classic beginner's guide to English literature, Mario Klarer offers a concise
and accessible discussion of central issues in the study of literary texts, looking
at: definitions of key terms such as literature and text the genres of fiction, poetry,
drama, and film periods and classifications of literature theoretical approaches to
texts the use of secondary resources guidelines for writing research essays The
new and expanded edition is fully updated to include: a wider range of textual
examples from world literature additional references to contemporary cinema, a
section on comparative literature an extended survey of literary periods and
genres recent changes in MLA guidelines information on state-of-the-art citation
management software the use and abuse of online resources. The book also
features suggestions for further reading as well as an extensive glossary of key
terms.
This volume presents over 700 traditional and contemporary critical and literary
terms. The entries are arranged alphabetically, extensively cross-referenced and
illustrated with hundreds of examples.
The fourth edition of this reader's guide remains true to the ideals of previous
editions, providing a concise guide to contemporary literary theories. The book
covers a vast range of differing forms of English literature.
This glossary is intended to be a guide into the frontier of current theory and
criticism of visual art and culture.
This collection of essays examines how stories from the biblical narrative of Israel in the
Wilderness (Exodus 16-Deuteronomy 34) were interpreted by later Jewish and Christian
writers (ca. 400 BCE-500 CE) as they sought to speak to their own circumstances.
"A Handbook to Literary Research is a unique and invaluable guide, specifically written for
anyone undertaking postgraduate research in literature."..." Each chapter identifies and
illustrates the central ideas and developments within its field, and includes 'questions and
exercises' designed to help you grasp key points and practise skills. In addition the Handbook
includes suggestions for further reading, a glossary, and an extensive checklist of
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bibliographical resources for the study of literature." -- cover.
This familiar guide to information resources in the humanities and the arts, organized by
subjects and emphasizing electronic resources, enables librarians, teachers, and students to
quickly find the best resources for their diverse needs.
Characters in some languages, particularly Hebrew and Arabic, may not display properly due
to device limitations. Transliterations of terms appear before the representations in foreign
characters. This is an encyclopedic dictionary of close to 400 important philosophical, literary,
and political terms and concepts that defy easy—or any—translation from one language and
culture to another. Drawn from more than a dozen languages, terms such as Dasein (German),
pravda (Russian), saudade (Portuguese), and stato (Italian) are thoroughly examined in all
their cross-linguistic and cross-cultural complexities. Spanning the classical, medieval, early
modern, modern, and contemporary periods, these are terms that influence thinking across the
humanities. The entries, written by more than 150 distinguished scholars, describe the origins
and meanings of each term, the history and context of its usage, its translations into other
languages, and its use in notable texts. The dictionary also includes essays on the special
characteristics of particular languages--English, French, German, Greek, Italian, Portuguese,
Russian, and Spanish. Originally published in French, this one-of-a-kind reference work is now
available in English for the first time, with new contributions from Judith Butler, Daniel HellerRoazen, Ben Kafka, Kevin McLaughlin, Kenneth Reinhard, Stella Sandford, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, Jane Tylus, Anthony Vidler, Susan Wolfson, Robert J. C. Young, and
many more.The result is an invaluable reference for students, scholars, and general readers
interested in the multilingual lives of some of our most influential words and ideas. Covers
close to 400 important philosophical, literary, and political terms that defy easy translation
between languages and cultures Includes terms from more than a dozen languages Entries
written by more than 150 distinguished thinkers Available in English for the first time, with new
contributions by Judith Butler, Daniel Heller-Roazen, Ben Kafka, Kevin McLaughlin, Kenneth
Reinhard, Stella Sandford, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Jane Tylus, Anthony Vidler, Susan
Wolfson, Robert J. C. Young, and many more Contains extensive cross-references and
bibliographies An invaluable resource for students and scholars across the humanities
Leading voices in literary and cultural studies examine the study of literature at the college
level, including the fate of theory, the rise of cultural studies, the academic “star” system, and
the difficult job market.
This guide offers an introduction to the basic skills and intellectual tools required for making a
study of fiction. It presents an explanation of the most common features of prose, using
practical examples drawn from six short stories which are included as part of the study
programme. The book is carefully structured in logical steps intended to lead the reader from
attentive reading (to help produce a description of the piece), through analysis (inspecting,
comparing and evaluating writing) to interpretation (making judgements on pieces of work and
adopting different points of view). The overlapping of certain points and techniques is also
explained and the book offers advice on spotting and analyzing specific writing techniques,
gives practical advice on how to set about studying (keeping notes, organizing the page of
work, drafting answers and so on) and offers self-assessment exercises and a detailed
glossary. Under "Course Work", the book also suggests topics for discussion and essay topics
for those using the book in a tutor-led setting.
"The Guadeloupean writer and critic Maryse Conde has for the last twenty-five years divided
her time between her native Guadeloupe and the United States. If the author's work has
attracted much critical attention in the United States, it is the fictional works that have been the
focus of this attention with these predominantly read in the light of political themes such as
identity and resistance. In these intelligent and sensitive readings, Eva Sansavior argues in
favour of adopting a broader thematic and generic approach to the author's work. Sansavior
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accounts for the multiple and oblique uses of literature in the Conde's literary and critical work
tracking its complex interactions with tradition, reception, politics and autobiography and also
the singular possibilities that these interactions present for re-imagining the ideas of politics,
literature, identity and, ultimately, the nature of critical practice itself."

This compact guide covers a wide variety of terms commonly used in academic
discussions of poetry, fiction, drama, rhetoric, and literary theory. Definitions are
kept concise; examples are abundant. The coverage ranges from traditional
topics through to recent scholarship, and the straightforward entries aim to
enable students to learn new terms with confidence. The pocket glossary brings
together entries from a variety of Broadview publications—including The
Broadview Anthology of British Literature and The Broadview Anthology of Short
Fiction—and adds a number of new entries.
What is transnationalism and how does it affect American literature? This book
examines nineteenth century contexts of transnationalism, translation and
American literature. The discussion of transnationalism largely revolves around
the question of what role nationalism plays in the spaces and temporalities of the
transatlantic. Boggs demonstrates that the assumption that American literature
has become transnational only recently – that there is such a thing as an "era" of
transnationalism – marks a blindness to the intrinsic transatlanticism of American
literature.
A comprehensive, accessible and lucid coverage of major issues and key figures
in modern and contemporary British literature.
The best-selling Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms (formerly the Concise
dictionary) provides clear, concise, and often witty definitions of the most
troublesome literary terms from abjection to zeugma. It is an essential reference
tool for students of literature in any language. It is now available in a new and
expanded edition and includes increased coverage of new terms from modern
critical and theoretical movements, such as feminism, and schools of American
poetry, Spanish verse forms, life writing, and crime fiction. It includes extensive
coverage of traditional drama, versification, rhetoric, and literary history, as well
as updated and extended advice on recommended further reading and a
pronunciation guide to more than 200 terms. New to this edition are
recommended entry-level web links updated via the Dictionary of Literary Terms
companion website.
The fifth edition of this reader's guide remains true to the ideals of previous
editions, providing a concise guide to contemporary literary theories. The book
covers a vast range of differing forms of English literature.
Beginning theory has been helping students navigate through the thickets of
literary and cultural theory for over two decades. This new and expanded fourth
edition continues to offer readers the best single-volume introduction to the field.
The bewildering variety of approaches, theorists and technical language is lucidly
and expertly unravelled. Unlike many books which assume certain positions
about the critics and the theories they represent, Beginning theory allows readers
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to develop their own ideas once first principles and concepts have been grasped.
The book has been updated for this edition and includes a new introduction,
expanded chapters, and an overview of the subject ('Theory after "Theory"')
which maps the arrival of new 'isms' since the second edition appeared in 2002
and the third edition in 2009.
A Handbook to Literary Research is a vital, one of a kind student resource, which
has been written specifically for those embarking on a Masters degree in
Literature. It provides an introduction to research techniques, methodologies and
information sources relevant to the study of literature at postgraduate level. The
unique and invaluable guide is divided into four sections: * a practical guide to the
uses of research libraries, research sources and computers, including the
Internet * an introduction to the work of textual scholars and bibliographers,
focusing particularly on the practical and theoretical issues faced by textual
editors * an overview of literary research and literary theory, including outlines of
feminist theory, deconstruction, reader-response and reception theory, new
historicism, and post-colonial theory * a detailed guide on how to write and
present a Masters, including a glossary and checklist for finding guides,
reference books and other study sources.
The Glossary of Literary and Cultural Theory provides researchers and students with an
up-to-date guide through the vibrant and changing debates in Literary and Cultural
Studies. In a field where meanings are frequently complex and ambiguous, this text is
remarkable for its clarity and usefulness. This third edition includes 17 entirely new
entries and updates to more than a dozen others which address key concepts and
contemporary positions in both literary and cultural theory. New entries include: • Actor
Network Theory • Anthropocene • Ecocriticism • Digital Humanities • Postcapitalism •
World Literature
Taking words from a variety of sources, and from a range of different languages and
cultures, it is little wonder that contemporary literary theory poses peculiar difficulties of
usage and understanding. This third edition of Hawthorn's acclaimed glossary contains
a host of new terms, revises many of the previous entries (sometimes very
substantially), and includes both an expanded bibliography and detailed
recommendations for further reading.
With skillful rhetoric and tempered lyricism, the poems in A Glossary of Chickens
explore, in part, the struggle to understand the world through the symbolism of words.
Like the hens of the title poem, Gary J. Whitehead's lyrics root around in the earth
searching for sustenance, cluck rather than crow, and possess a humble majesty.
Confronting subjects such as moral depravity, nature's indifference, aging, illness,
death, the tenacity of spirit, and the possibility of joy, the poems in this collection are
accessible and controlled, musical and meditative, imagistic and richly figurative. They
are informed by history, literature, and a deep interest in the natural world, touching on
a wide range of subjects, from the Civil War and whale ships, to animals and insects.
Two poems present biblical narratives, the story of Lot's wife and an imagining of Noah
in his old age. Other poems nod to favorite authors: one poem is in the voice of the
character Babo, from Herman Melville's Benito Cereno, while another is a kind of
prequel to Emily Dickinson's "She rose to His Requirement." As inventive as they are
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observant, these memorable lyrics strive for revelation and provide their own
revelations.
Seductive Reasoning takes a provocative look at contemporary Anglo-American literary
theory, calling into question the critical consensus on pluralism's nature and its status in
literary studies. Drawing on the insights of Marxist and feminist critical theory and on
the works of Althusser, Derrida, and Foucault, Rooney reads the pluralist’s invitation to
join in a "dialogue" as a seductive gesture. Critics who respond find that they must seek
to persuade all of their potential readers. Rooney examines pluralism as a form of logic
in the work of E. D. Hirsch, as a form of ethics for Wayne Booth, as a rhetoric of
persuasion in the books of Stanley Fish. For Paul de Man, Rooney argues, pluralism
was a rhetoric of tropes just as it was, for Fredric Jameson, a form of politics.
A Feminist Glossary of Human Geography is the first guide to the main theories,
concepts and terms commonly used in geographical debates about gender relations.
Written by key contributors to feminist theory, it contains over 400 lively and accessible
definitions of the terms found in feminist debates which students of geography need to
know. Four levels of entry are used - from 50 to 1500 words - taking account of the
varying degrees of complexity of the terms covered. From 'AIDS' to 'witch', from
'abortion' to 'whiteness', this 'Glossary' is cross-referenced throughout and includes a
comprehensive bibliography. It is an invaluable reference for anyone studying
geography and gender, enabling them to approach the terminology of feminist theory
and ideas with confidence.
A reference guide to the work of 115 modern British and American critics.
Joseph Conrad is a key figure in modernist fiction, whose innovative work engages with
many of the crucial philosophical, moral and political concerns of the twentieth century.
This collection of major critical readings of his work is arranged according to the issues
which each critic addresses, issues which are of crucial importance, and in many cases
remain controversial, within contemporary literary theory and criticism. Following an
opening section on the critical tradition, indicating how the study of Conrad's work has
been politicised since the 1970s, there are sections on 'Narrative, Textuality and
Interpretation', 'Imperialism', 'Gender and Sexuality', 'Class and Ideology', and
'Modernity'. Within each section two or three critical excerpts offer contrasting and
complementary accounts of the fiction, while the headnotes to each piece and the
introduction place these excerpts within the wider critical debate, clarifying for the
reader both the theoretical issues and the interpretation of Conrad's fiction. A glossary
of terms and a bibliography categorised by critical approach complete a volume which
will provide an invaluable resource for students of Conrad and twentieth-century
literature as well as other readers of Conrad's work.

Multicultural and Marginalized Voices of Postcolonial Literature traces
multifarious facets of marginalized literature across the world, giving a brilliant
overview of the historical roots of multiculturalist and marginalized sections.
The last half of the twentieth century has seen the emergence of literary theory
as a new discipline. As with any body of scholarship, various schools of thought
exist, and sometimes conflict, within it. I.R. Makaryk has compiled a welcome
guide to the field. Accessible and jargon-free, the Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Literary Theory provides lucid, concise explanations of myriad approaches to
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literature that have arisen over the past forty years. Some 170 scholars from
around the world have contributed their expertise to this volume. Their work is
organized into three parts. In Part I, forty evaluative essays examine the historical
and cultural context out of which new schools of and approaches to literature
arose. The essays also discuss the uses and limitations of the various schools,
and the key issues they address. Part II focuses on individual theorists. It
provides a more detailed picture of the network of scholars not always easily
pigeonholed into the categories of Part I. This second section analyses the
individual achievements, as well as the influence, of specific scholars, and places
them in a larger critical context. Part III deals with the vocabulary of literary
theory. It identifies significant, complex terms, places them in context, and
explains their origins and use. Accessibility is a key feature of the work. By
avoiding jargon, providing mini-bibliographies, and cross-referencing throughout,
Makaryk has provided an indispensable tool for literary theorists and historians
and for all scholars and students of contemporary criticism and culture.
Engaging, authoritative, and affordably priced, The Bedford Glossary of Critical
and Literary Terms is a comprehensive reference that clearly and accessibly
defines hundreds of important literary and critical terms from classical times to
the present, making them real and relevant to twenty-first century students
through examples drawn from contemporary literary and popular culture.
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