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A History Of Modern Libya
A riveting, beautifully crafted account of Libya after Qadhafi. The death of Colonel
Muammar Qadhafi freed Libya from forty-two years of despotic rule, raising
hopes for a new era. But in the aftermath, the country descended into bitter
rivalries and civil war, paving the way for the Islamic State and a catastrophic
migrant crisis. In a fast-paced narrative that blends frontline reporting, analysis,
and history, Frederic Wehrey tells the story of what went wrong. An Arabicspeaking Middle East scholar, Wehrey interviewed the key actors in Libya and
paints vivid portraits of lives upended by a country in turmoil: the once-hopeful
activists murdered or exiled, revolutionaries transformed into militia bosses or
jihadist recruits, an aging general who promises salvation from the chaos in
exchange for a return to the old authoritarianism. He traveled where few
Westerners have gone, from the shattered city of Benghazi, birthplace of the
revolution, to the lawless Sahara, to the coastal stronghold of the Islamic State in
Qadhafi’s hometown of Sirt. He chronicles the American and international
missteps after the dictator’s death that hastened the country’s unraveling.
Written with bravura, based on daring reportage, and informed by deep
knowledge, The Burning Shores is the definitive account of Libya’s fall.
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Draws upon interviews with senior American and Libyan officials as well as
rebels and loyalists to offer a glimpse into the unraveling of the Qaddafi regime
over several decades.
Covers Libyan history from the prehistoric period through the Phoenician,
Roman, and Islamic/Ottoman periods to Italian colonization, independence, and
the 2011 uprising and civil war. • Includes a timeline of significant events,
providing students with an at-a-glance overview of Libya's history • Provides
reads with an appendix of Notable People in the History of Syria that has brief
biographies of those who have made important contributions to the country's
history • Presents photos and maps to provide additional context and support the
text • Offers an annotated bibliography with detailed information on resources for
further research
This book charts the 21-year (1911-1932) history of Libyan resistance against
Italian invasion. It looks at the subject from a variety of angles, including military,
socio-economic and also human. It gives a large place to the causes that incited
the Italians to invade; and as it goes through the invasion, it highlights its
extremely brutal character. The main focus is on the remarkable stand by the
Libyans, who against a far more numerous enemy, far better armed with all the
means of modern warfare, managed to put up possibly the longest and surely the
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costliest resistance (in proportion to their total population) to any invader in
history. The Libyan war for liberation is indeed the best illustration in history of
bravery and sacrifice for higher ideals than the self. This book covers this little
known and yet remarkable phase in history.
The Green Book is a short book setting out the political philosophy of Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi. The book was first published in 1975. It was "intended
to be read for all people." It is said to have been inspired in part by The Little Red
Book (Quotations from Chairman Mao). Both were widely distributed both inside
and outside their country of origin, and "written in a simple, understandable style
with many memorable slogans." An English translation was issued by the Libyan
People's Committee, and a bilingual English/Arabic edition was issued in London
by Martin, Brian & O'Keeffe in 1976. During the Libyan Civil War, copies of the
book were burned by anti-Gaddafi demonstrators.
A vivid and astonishing reckoning with the Gaddafi regime, from one of our most
acclaimed and gifted international journalists The fall of Muammar Gaddafi, who
was for forty-two years the great autocrat-madman on the world stage, is among
the past decade’s most dramatic turning points. In Lindsey Hilsum, a renowned
British correspondent for over a quarter century, the end of the Gaddafi regime
has found its definitive chronicler. Following six individuals living through this time
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of unprecedented danger and opportunity, Hilsum tells the full story of the Libyan
revolution—from the uprising of the early months through the toppling of
Gaddafi’s regime and his savage death in the desert. For the paperback edition,
Hilsum brings her analysis up to the present day—with new material on the killing
of U.S. Ambassador Christopher Stevens, the July elections, and the Benghazi
anti-militia demonstrations—and explores what the future of Libya will bring.
In this Second Edition of this radical social history of America from Columbus to
the present, Howard Zinn includes substantial coverage of the Carter, Reagan
and Bush years and an Afterword on the Clinton presidency. Its commitment and
vigorous style mean it will be compelling reading for under-graduate and postgraduate students and scholars in American social history and American studies,
as well as the general reader.
In June 2017, the Jews of Libya commemorated the jubilee of their complete
exodus from this North African land in 1967, which began with a mass migration
to Israel in 1948-49. Jews had resided in Libya since Phoenician times,
seventeen centuries before their encounter with the Arab conquest in AD
644-646. Their disappearance from Libya, like most other Jewish communities in
North Africa and the Middle East, led to their fragmentation across the globe as
well as reconstitution in two major centers, Israel and Italy. Distinctive Libyan
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Jewish traditions and a broad cultural heritage have survived and prospered in
different places in Israel and in Rome, Italy, where Libyan Jews are recognized
for their vibrant contribution to Italian Jewry. Nevertheless, with the passage of
time, memories fade among the younger generations and multiple identities
begin to overshadow those inherited over the centuries. Capturing the essence of
Libyan Jewish cultural heritage, this anthology aims to reawaken and preserve
the memories of this community. Jewish Libya collects the work of scholars who
explore the community's history, its literature and dialect, topography and cuisine,
and the difficult negotiation of trauma and memory. In shedding new light on this
now-fragmented culture and society, this collection commemorates and
celebrates vital elements of Libyan Jewish heritage and encourages a lively
intergenerational exchange among the many Jews of Libyan origin worldwide.
Desert Borderland investigates the historical processes that transformed political
identity in the easternmost reaches of the Sahara Desert in the half century before
World War I. Adopting a view from the margins—illuminating the little-known history of
the Egyptian–Libyan borderland—the book challenges prevailing notions of how Egypt
and Libya were constituted as modern territorial nation-states. Matthew H. Ellis draws
on a wide array of archival sources to reconstruct the multiple layers and meanings of
territoriality in this desert borderland. Throughout the decades, a heightened awareness
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of the existence of distinctive Egyptian and Ottoman Libyan territorial spheres began to
develop despite any clear-cut boundary markers or cartographic evidence. National
territoriality was not simply imposed on Egypt's western—or Ottoman Libya's
eastern—domains by centralizing state power. Rather, it developed only through a
complex and multilayered process of negotiation with local groups motivated by their
own local conceptions of space, sovereignty, and political belonging. By the early
twentieth century, distinctive "Egyptian" and "Libyan" territorial domains emerged—what
would ultimately become the modern nation-states of Egypt and Libya.
Libya is a typical example of a colonial or external creation. This book addresses the
emergence and construction of nation and nationalism, particularly among Libyan exiles
in the Mediterranean region. It charts the rise of nationalism from the colonial era and
shows how it developed through an external Libyan diaspora and the influence of Arab
nationalism. From 1911, following the Italian occupation, the first nucleus of Libyan
nationalism formed through the activities of Libyan exiles. Through experiences
undergone during periods of exile, new structures of loyalty and solidarity were formed.
The new and emerging social groups were largely responsible for creating the
associations that ultimately led to the formation of political parties at the eve of
independence. Exploring the influence of colonial rule and external factors on the
creation of the state and national identity, this critical study not only provides a clear
outline of how Libya was shaped through its borders and boundaries but also
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underlines the strong influence that Eastern Arab nationalism had on Libyan
nationalism. An important contribution to history of Libya and nationalism, this work will
be of interest to all scholars of African and Middle Eastern history.
Libya is teetering on the edge of collapse, having become a new haven for terrorist
organizations and an epicenter of the refugee crisis. Few could have imagined that the
uprising against the longstanding regime of Mu‘ammar Al-Gaddafi would expose a
polity deeply fractured by internal divisions. Fewer still could have predicted the
intractability of the conflicts that emerged in the wake of this revolution. Jacob Mundy’s
Libya is the first book to explain the political, security, and humanitarian crises that have
engulfed Libya – Africa’s largest oil-exporting country – since the Arab Spring of 2011.
Examining the roots of the anti-Gaddafi revolution and the failures that resulted in the
country’s descent into chaos, Mundy identifies new centers of power that coalesced in
the wake of the regime’s collapse. The more these rival coalitions vied for political
authority and control over Libya’s vast oil wealth, the more they reached out to external
actors who were playing their own “great game” in Libya and across the region. In the
face of such a multifaceted crisis, the future looks grim as the international community
seems unable to bring peace to this divided and conflict-ridden nation.
This edited volume provides the first fully comprehensive evaluation of Libya since the
Qadhafi coup in 1969. Throughout the different chapters the authors explore the rise of
the military in Libya, the impact of its self-styled revolution on Libyan society and
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economy.
Part anthology, part eyewitness-history, Translating Libya presents the country through
the eyes of sixteen short story writers and one American diplomat. “An excellent
collection of stories as well as an insightful glimpse into what was recently an unknown
culture.” - Deborah Hicks, Library Journal Review Translating Libya, published in 2008,
was one of the first books to introduce Libyan literature to an English-speaking
audience. The updated 2014 revision includes a foreword by Ahmed Ibrahim Fagih, one
of Libya’s most recognized authors, and a new introduction by the author, in light of the
Libyan Revolution and its aftermath, which he witnessed firsthand. Intrigued by the
apparent absence of ‘place’ in modern Libyan short fiction, Ethan Chorin, one of the
first U.S. diplomats posted to Libya, resolved in 2004 to track down and translate
stories that specifically mentioned cities and landmarks in Libya -- and then to visit
those places, and describe what he encountered there. The result is a mixture of
travelogue and memoir that sheds light on the social factors that fed the 2011
Revolution, and its aftermath. The collection includes pieces from the ‘sixties
generation’ of writers, as well as a newer generation of Libyan writers, including
several women, writing in a variety of styles, “twisted” 1001 nights, to allegory,
fictionalized memoir and overt satire. Chorin explains how the stories, under cover of
anonymity, distorted place-names and double-meanings reveal the depth of anger and
despair that precipitated and fed the Arab Spring—and serve as a reminder to those who
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fought heroically for their freedom, that true courage springs from isolating, not
repeating the mistakes of the past. “A delightful mixture of travelogue, scholarly study
and a record of personal encounters…Through the stories and his accompanying
jottings and commentaries, Chorin throws much light on different facets of Libya, past
and present.” -- Susannah Tarboush, Qantara
This original research on the forgotten Libyan genocide specifically recovers the hidden
history of the fascist Italian concentration camps (1929–1934) through the oral
testimonies of Libyan survivors. This book links the Libyan genocide through crosscultural and comparative readings to the colonial roots of the Holocaust and genocide
studies. Between 1929 and 1934, thousands of Libyans lost their lives, directly
murdered and victim to Italian deportations and internments. They were forcibly
removed from their homes, marched across vast tracks of deserts and mountains, and
confined behind barbed wire in 16 concentration camps. It is a story that Libyans have
recorded in their Arabic oral history and narratives while remaining hidden and
unexplored in a systematic fashion, and never in the manner that has allowed us to
comprehend and begin to understand the extent of their existence. Based on the
survivors’ testimonies, which took over ten years of fieldwork and research to
document, this new and original history of the genocide is a key resource for readers
interested in genocide and Holocaust studies, colonial and postcolonial studies, and
African and Middle Eastern studies.
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Ideal for high school students and undergraduates, this volume explores contemporary
life and culture in Libya. • Two dozen black-and-white images • A glossary of terms
After the overthrow of the Qadhafi regime in 2011, Libya witnessed a dramatic
breakdown of centralized power. Countless local factions carved up the country into a
patchwork of spheres of influence. Almost no nationwide or even regional organizations
emerged, and no national institutions survived the turbulent descent into renewed civil
war. Only the leader of one armed coalition, Khalifa Haftar, managed to overcome
competitors and centralize authority over eastern Libya. But tenacious resistance from
armed groups in western Libya blocked Haftar's attempt to seize power in the capital
Tripoli. Rarely does political fragmentation occur as radically as in Libya, where it has
been the primary obstacle to the re-establishment of central authority. This book
analyzes the forces that have shaped the country's trajectory since 2011. Confounding
widely held assumptions about the role of Libya's tribes in the revolution, Wolfram
Lacher shows how war transformed local communities and explains why Khalifa Haftar
has been able to consolidate his sway over the northeast. Based on hundreds of
interviews with key actors in the conflict, Lacher advances an approach to the study of
civil wars that places the transformation of social ties at the centre of analysis.
Why has Libya fallen apart since 2011? The world has largely given up trying to
understand how the revolution that toppled Muammar Gaddafi has left the country a
failed state and a major security headache for Europe. Gaddafi's police state has been
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replaced by yet another dictatorship, amidst a complex conflict of myriad armed groups,
Islamists, tribes, towns and secularists. What happened? One of few foreign journalists
to have lived in post-revolution Tripoli, Ulf Laessing has unique insight into the violent
nature of post-Gaddafi politics. Confronting threats from media-hostile militias and jihadi
kidnappings, in a world where diplomats retreat to their compounds and guns are drawn
at government press conferences, Laessing has kept his ear to the ground and won the
trust of many key players. Understanding Libya Since Gaddafi is an original blend of
personal anecdote and nuanced Libyan history. It offers a much-needed diagnosis of
why war has erupted over a desert nation of just 6 million, and of how the country
blessed with Africa's greatest energy reserves has been reduced to state collapse.
In the wake of the civil war and Qadhafi's demise, the time is ripe for a new edition of
Dirk Vandewalle's classic history of Libya. The book, which was originally published in
2006, traces the country's history back to the 1900s, through the Italian occupation in
the early twentieth century, the Sanusi monarchy and, thereafter, to the revolution of
1969 and the accession of Qadhafi. The following chapters analyse the economics and
politics of Qadhafi's revolution, offering insights into the man and his ideology as
reflected in his Green Book. The new edition covers the intervening years, since 2005,
when, courted by the West, Qadhafi came in from the cold. At home, though, his people
were disillusioned, and economic liberalization came too late to forestall revolution. In
an epilogue, the author reflects upon Qadhafi's premiership and the legacy he leaves
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behind.
Kenneth Perkins's second edition of A History of Modern Tunisia carries the history of
this country from 2004 to the present, with particular emphasis on the Tunisian
revolution of 2011 - the first critical event of that year's Arab Spring and the inspiration
for similar populist movements across the Arab world. After providing an overview of
the country in the years preceding the inauguration of a French protectorate in 1881,
the book examines the impact of colonialism on the country, with particular attention to
the evolution of a nationalist movement that secured the termination of the protectorate
in 1956. Its analysis of the first three decades of independence, during which the
leaders of the anticolonial struggle consolidated political power, assesses the
challenges that they faced and the degree of success they achieved. No other Englishlanguage study of Tunisia offers as sweeping a time frame or as comprehensive a
history of this nation.
The world watched as the bud of the Arab Spring was buried under the cold darkness
of the Libyan Winter.
BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Hisham Matar's Anatomy of a
Disappearance. Libya, 1979. Nine-year-old Suleiman’s days are circumscribed by the
narrow rituals of childhood: outings to the ruins surrounding Tripoli, games with friends
played under the burning sun, exotic gifts from his father’s constant business trips
abroad. But his nights have come to revolve around his mother’s increasingly
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disturbing bedside stories full of old family bitterness. And then one day Suleiman sees
his father across the square of a busy marketplace, his face wrapped in a pair of dark
sunglasses. Wasn’t he supposed to be away on business yet again? Why is he going
into that strange building with the green shutters? Why did he lie? Suleiman is soon
caught up in a world he cannot hope to understand—where the sound of the telephone
ringing becomes a portent of grave danger; where his mother frantically burns his
father’s cherished books; where a stranger full of sinister questions sits outside in a
parked car all day; where his best friend’s father can disappear overnight, next to be
seen publicly interrogated on state television. In the Country of Men is a stunning
depiction of a child confronted with the private fallout of a public nightmare. But above
all, it is a debut of rare insight and literary grace.
Although Libya and its current leader have been the subject of numerous accounts, few
have considered how the country's tumultuous history, its institutional development,
and its emergence as an oil economy combined to create a state whose rulers ignored
the notion of modern statehood. International isolation and a legacy of internal turmoil
have destroyed or left undocumented much of what researchers might seek to
examine. Dirk Vandewalle supplies a detailed analysis of Libya's political and economic
development since the country's independence in 1951, basing his account on
fieldwork in Libya, archival research in Tripoli, and personal interviews with some of the
country's top policymakers. Vandewalle argues that Libya represents an extreme
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example of what he calls a "distributive state," an oil-exporting country where an
attempt at state-building coincided with large inflows of capital while political and
economic institutions were in their infancy. Libya's rulers eventually pursued policies
that were politically expedient but proved economically ruinous, and disenfranchised
local citizens. Distributive states, according to Vandewalle, may appear capable of
resisting economic and political challenges, but they are ill prepared to implement
policies that make the state and its institutions relevant to their citizens. Similar
developments can be expected whenever local rulers do not have to extract resources
from their citizens to fund the building of a modern state.
Women in the Modern History of Libya features histories of Libyan women exploring the
diversity of cultures, languages and memories of Libya from the age of the Empires to
the present. The chapters explore a series of institutional and private archives inside
and outside Libya, illuminating historical trajectories marginalised by colonialism,
nationalism and identity politics. They provide engaging and critical exploration of the
archives of the Ottoman cities, of the colonial forces of Italy, Britain and the US, and of
the Libyan resistance – the Maws??at riw?y?t al-jih?d (Oral Narratives of the Jih?d)
collection at the Libyan Studies Center of Tripoli – as well as of the private records in
the homes of Jewish and Amazigh Libyans across the world. Developing the tools of
women’s and gender studies and engaging with the multiple languages of Libya,
contributors raise a series of critical questions on the writing of history and on the
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representation of Libyan people in the past and the present. Illuminating the sheer
diversity of histories, memories and languages of Libya, Women in the Modern History
of Libya will be of great interest to scholars of North Africa; women’s and gender
history; memory in history; cultural studies; and colonialism. The chapters were
originally published as a special issue of the Journal of North African Studies.
"This book examines debates over the best methods for colonial rule in Italian Libya as
a self-reflexive process that tell us more about the contentious connection between
religious and political authority in Italy than about Muslim North Africa"-Libya is a state which, for the majority of its past, has been subjected to foreign rule or
influence. Falling prey to empire builders from the ancient Greeks to Mussolini’s Italy, it
only became formally independent in 1951. In the past half-century, Libya’s history has
been dominated by the figure of Mu’ammar al-Qaddafi, the controversial leader who
Nelson Mandela has dubbed one of the revolutionary icons of our time. St John skillfully
navigates this lengthy historical period, detailing the struggles the state has had in
finding its political and economic position in the world. From the early Greek
settlements in the fifth century BC to the infamous Lockerbie bombing, this study is a
thoughtful and enlightening introduction to the land which bridges Africa and the Middle
East, and which though reviled by the West for decades as a repressive and hostile
regime, is starting to seek a political détente. Ronald Bruce St John is an affiliate
professor of Middle East Studies at the Institute of International Studies, Bradley
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University. An analyst for Foreign Policy in Focus, he is the author of Qaddafi's World
Design: Libyan Foreign Policy, 1969-87.
Second edition of the provocative study analyzing the social, cultural, and historical
roots of modern Libya.
First comprehensive history of modern Libya over the last two decades.
Overview: John Wright begins his history of Libya as far back as prehistoric times and
concludes with the fortieth anniversary of the Gadafi revolution. Wright briefly shares
the story of the territory's early hunter-gatherers and the activities of its mid-desert
Garamantian civilization. Then he travels briskly through the land's successive
invaders: the Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Vandals, Byzantines, Muslim Arabs,
Genoans, Normans, Spaniards, Knights of Malta, Ottoman Turks, and semiindependent Karamanlis. He traces the routes of the ancient trans-Saharan black slave
trade, which involved ports in Tripoli, Benghazi, the eastern Mediterranean, the
Balkans, the Aegean Sea, and the Levant, and he highlights Tripoli's nineteenthcentury role in enabling European exploration of the desert. Wright's modern history
centers on the Italian era (1911-1943), addressing the harshness of Italy's long
conquest yet giving credit to the material achievements of Air Marshal Italo Balbo. His
fair and comprehensive overview enables a clearer understanding of subsequent
events, which are covered in three chapters: Libya's largely passive role in the Second
World War; 1951's fairly smooth transition to an early, internationally-brokered
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independence; the Sanussi monarchy, which reigned for eighteen years; the discovery
and exploitation of oil in the 1950s and 1960s; and the post-1969 Gadafi phenomenon.
An original reconstruction of the evolution of and international diplomatic response to
the 2011 Libyan crisis, which draws on a diverse range of sources including in-depth
interviews with politicians and diplomats to understand the real-world application of the
UN's 'Responsibility to Protect' principle.
To be a tourist in Libya during the period of Italian colonization was to be surrounded by
modern metropolitan culture, including its systems of transportation and
accommodation and its hierarchies of political and social control, as well as indigenous
architecture and culture. Architecture and Tourism in Italian Colonial Libya shows how
Italian authorities in Libya made use of the contradictory forces of modernity and
tradition to both legitimise their colonial enterprise and construct a vital tourist industry.
Although one of the essential goals of tourists was to escape the boundaries of the
metropole in favour of experiencing "difference," that difference was almost always
framed, contained, and even defined by Western culture. McLaren argues that the
"modern" and the "traditional" were entirely constructed by colonial authorities, who
balanced their need to project an image of a modern and efficient network of travel and
accommodation with the necessity of preserving the characteristic qualities of the
indigenous culture. What made the tourist experience in Libya distinct from that of other
tourist destinations was the constant oscillation between modernizing and preservation
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tendencies. The movement between these forces is reflected in the structure of the
book, which proceeds from the broadest level of inquiry into the Fascist colonial project
in Libya to the tourist organization itself, and finally into the architecture of the tourist
environment, offering a way of viewing state-driven modernization projects and notions
of modernity from a historical and geographic perspective. This is an important book for
architectural historians and for those interested in colonial and postcolonial studies, as
well as Italian studies, African history, literature, and cultural studies more generally
A History of Modern LibyaCambridge University Press
Updated and revised to emphasise long-term perspectives on current issues facing the
continent, the new 2nd Edition of A History of Modern Africa recounts the full breadth of
Africa's political, economic, and social history over the past two centuries. Adopts a
long-term approach to current issues, stressing the importance of nineteenth-century
and deeper indigenous dynamics in explaining Africa's later twentieth-century
challenges Places a greater focus on African agency, especially during the colonial
encounter Includes more in-depth coverage of non-Anglophone Africa Offers expanded
coverage of the post-colonial era to take account of recent developments, including the
conflict in Darfur and the political unrest of 2011 in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya
The dynamics of religion, tribalism, oil and ideology have always been dominant in
Libya, which is trying to establish a new order in the political arena after the Gadhafi
regime and NATO intervention. This process, which has had painful side effects and
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faced various serious difficulties, is carried out with a certain system. This book
examines the current political practices of Libya and the state administration process,
and to studies the past and present administrative processes that are present in the
social and cultural structure of Libyan society.
Offers an in-depth analysis of Muammar Qaddafi's complete reign in Libya, from his
bloodless coup in 1969 to his institution of policies that mirrored his personal vision to
his downfall during the 2011 revolt.
First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
"A powerful study. . . . With devastating understatement, Kikhia shows how Qaddafi's
rule made everything far worse than it had been under the monarchy--from the
availability of water to industrial output, from personal freedoms to foreign policy. . . . In
brief, this is by far the best book ever written on the Qaddafi era."--Daniel Pipes, Middle
East Quarterly "A first-rate objective analysis of the complexities of modern Libyan
politics with a special focus on that country's controversial leader. . . . Thoughtful and
well-researched . . . evenhanded and immensely readable."--Library Journal With a
perspective rarely available to American readers, Mansour O. El-Kikhia, a native of
Libya, offers this readable and comprehensive overview of his revolutionary homeland
and its controversial leader. He presents a brief history of Libya through the periods of
colonization, independence, Arab socialism, and economic growth and then explains
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the impact of Qaddafi's personality and policies in this context. Mansour O. El-Kikhia is
associate professor of political science at the University of Texas, San Antonio.
This book investigates the transformative period in the history of the Jews of Libya
(1938-52), a period crucial to understanding Libyan Jewry's evolution into a community
playing significant roles in Israel, Italy and in relation with Qaddhafi's Libya. ... Against a
background of a reform conscious Ottoman administration (1835-1911) and subsequent
stirrings of modernization under Italian colonial influence (1911-43), the Jews of Libya
began to experience rapid change following the application of fascist racial laws of
1938, the onset of war-related calamities and violent expressions of Libyan panArabism, culminating in mass migration to Israel in the period 1949-52. ... By focusing
on key socio-economic and political dimensions of this process, the author reveals the
capacity of Libyan Jewry to adapt to and integrate into new environments without losing
its unique and historical traditions. ... The evolution of Libyan Jewry between 1938 and
1952 is characterized by three pivotal developments: The first (1938-43) was one of
disruption and dislocation, brought about by the oppressive colonial administration
allied with Germany. ... In the second (1945-48), riots and pogroms by Muslim Libyan
mobs, agitated by pan-Arab and Palestinian sympathies, against Jewish communities
left unprotected by the post-war British administration, ushered-in an awakening to the
fact that its millennial presence in Libya was about to end. Incipient Zionism among
Libyan Jews, particularly in youth movements, matured into fully shared decisions to
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migrate to Israel where the third pivotal development (1949-52) - encompassing
resettlement, economic, social and religious adaptations -began to unfold. ... The book
concludes with an analysis of the success story of Libyan Jewry in Israel, and in Italy
where a group of post-1967 refugees reconstituted a thriving, influential community in
Rome. "Jerusalem and Rome" have thus become the two poles of the renewed Jewish
community of Libya, exhibiting political advancement in Israel, and commercial
prosperity in Italy, along with a cultural renaissance and potential contributions to the
ongoing process of reconciliation of the new Libya (as of 2005) with the West.
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