Download Ebook A Journey Round My Skull

A Journey Round My Skull
A Journey Round My SkullNew York Review of Books
The debut novel of a pioneering author of French crime thrillers. Mean, arrogant,
naive, sadistic on occasion, the young Henri Butron records his life story on tape
just before death catches up with him: a death passed off as a suicide by his
killers, French secret service agents who need to hush up their role—and
Butron’s—in the kidnapping, torture, and murder of a prominent opposition leader
from a third-world African nation in the throes of a postcolonial civil war. The
N’Gustro Affair is a thinly veiled retelling of the 1965 abduction and killing of
Mehdi Ben Barka, a radical opponent of King Hassan II of Morocco. But this is
merely the backdrop to Jean-Patrick Manchette’s first-person portrait (with
shades of Jim Thompson’s The Killer Inside Me) of a man who lacks the insight
to see himself for what he is: a wannabe nihilist too weak to be even a full-bore
fascist.
A National Book Award nominee, this haunting, profoundly disquieting novel
manages to be at once sparse and lush, to combine Biblical simplicity with Gothic
intensity and strangeness. It is the story of Kate, despised by her mother, bound
to her father by ties stronger and darker than blood. It is the story of her
attempted escapes—in detached sexual encounters, at a Southern college
populated by spoiled and perverse beauties, and in a doomed marriage to a man
who cannot understand what she is running from. Witty, erotic, searing acute,
State of Grace bears the inimitable stamp of one of our finest and most
provocative writers. "Beautifully crafted. . . First rate." —The New York Times
Book Review
GOLIATH'S HEAD tells of a search for courage and hope amidst crushing
oppression. Avi Schneider is a Jewish boy growing up in Russia on the eve of
early-twentieth-century revolution. He is nine years old when he meets his own
personal devil, Viktor Askinov, a brutal youngster who relishes tormenting Jews.
In the following years, Avi is the object of his tormentor's obsession. Fourteen
years later in 1905 the Tsar instigates riots - pogroms - against the poor, teeming
Jewish villages. Now a husband and father, Avi takes to the barricades to defend
his village from the mob coming to kill the men, rape the women, and burn down
his village. Armed, he again faces Viktor Askinov, who is leading the mob. But he
has been warned that if he kills Viktor Askinov, he puts his beautiful young wife
Sara and newborn son Itzhak in deadly peril. Avi must decide this night what he
stands for. Is it survival at any cost, for himself and those he loves? Or is it
righteous vengeance for his people?
Publishing during the 100th Anniversary of the First World War An NYRB
Classics Original The budding young Hungarian artist Béla Zombory-Moldován
was on holiday when the First World War broke out in July 1914. Called up by the
army, he soon found himself hundreds of miles away, advancing on Russian
lines and facing relentless rifle and artillery fire. Badly wounded, he returned to
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normal life, which now struck him as unspeakably strange. He had witnessed, he
realized, the end of a way of life, of a whole world. Published here for the first
time in any language, this extraordinary reminiscence is a powerful addition to
the literature of the war that defined the shape of the twentieth century.
The distinguished Hungarian author Frigyes Karinthy was sitting in a Budapest
café, wondering whether to write a long-planned monograph on modern man or a
new play, when he was disturbed by the roaring—so loud as to drown out all other
noises—of a passing train. Soon it was gone, only to be succeeded by another.
And another. Strange, Karinthy thought, it had been years since Budapest had
streetcars. Only then did he realize he was suffering from an auditory
hallucination of extraordinary intensity. What in fact Karinthy was suffering from
was a brain tumor, not cancerous but hardly benign, though it was only much
later—after spells of giddiness, fainting fits, friends remarking that his handwriting
had altered, and books going blank before his eyes—that he consulted a doctor
and embarked on a series of examinations that would lead to brain surgery.
Karinthy’s description of his descent into illness and his observations of his
symptoms, thoughts, and feelings, as well as of his friends’ and doctors’ varied
responses to his predicament, are exact and engrossing and entirely free of selfpity. A Journey Round My Skull is not only an extraordinary piece of medical
testimony, but a powerful work of literature—one that dances brilliantly on the
edge of extinction.
For Mabille, the marvelous is a state of extreme poetic tension in which inner and
outer realities are joined. AnaÃ¯s Nin suggested this book as a source of
inspiration, far ahead of its time, for would-be authors seeking to break from the
realist literary mold.
"A scathingly honest memoir of entrepreneurship's dark reality... I would advise
every entrepreneur--or anyone who dreams of becoming one--to read this book."
--Eric Schurenberg - CEO, Fast Company and Inc. A young tech entrepreneur's
memoir of building his hugely successful company and the mental and physical
price he paid for it At the age of twenty-six, John Roa founded a tech-consulting
and design firm that he sold for a fortune to the largest tech company in San
Francisco, Salesforce. His account of his rise from a self-described belowaverage student, to becoming a poster boy for the ambitious, successful young
entrepreneur, to nearly destroying himself in the process is the subject of A
Practical Way to Get Rich . . . and Die Trying. Roa's twenty-year-long journey
from being dead-broke to wealth he never imagined is an absurd and often
comical story of talent, luck, risk, rapidly changing technology, larger-than-life
personalities, sex, gambling, and excessive alcohol and drug consumption. Roa's
intention for his memoir is not to present a glamorous rags-to-riches saga, but,
instead, to serve as a cautionary tale of the toll that entrepreneurship can take on
ambitious young people unprepared for the physical and mental costs that
"making it" can take. Those pitfalls eventually took their toll on Roa, who, in the
face of round-the-clock pressure and risk taking, ultimately suffered a psychotic
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breakdown from which he almost didn't walk away. As he healed in the aftermath,
he began to question the ethos that had brought him to that dark place, and he
learned from other entrepreneurs that they, too, had experienced similar
debilitating issues that they felt unable to admit, let alone discuss. A Practical
Way to Get Rich . . . and Die Trying is a compelling memoir and the foundation
for a campaign of honesty and vulnerability in an industry that currently allows
neither. Roa aims to be the bridge to helping young leaders confront the mental
health issues and abuse that too often accompany the tech startup that so many
have embraced as their salvation for their future.
The Midnight Folk introduces readers to Kay Harker, the orphaned boy who is
also the hero of John Masefield’s classic Christmas fantasy, The Box of Delights.
Kay lives in a vast old country house, and is looked after by an unpleasant duo:
the oily and egregious Sir Theopompous and the petulant and punitive Sylvia
Daisy Pouncer. In her zeal to educate Kay on the finer points of Latin grammar,
Sylvia Daisy has even taken away all of Kay’s toys. Life seems very dull, until
out of an old family portrait steps Kay’s great-grandfather, a sea captain, who, if
legend is to be believed, made off with a fabulous treasure. Soon Kay is engaged
in a thrilling quest that begins each night as the clock strikes twelve, taking him
into the enchanted and dangerous world of the Midnight Folk: pirates,
highwaymen, talking animals, and a gang of witches led by none other than
Sylvia Daisy (in cahoots, as in The Box of Delights, with the arch-villain Abner
Brown). In the end, it is that ragtag team of old toys that rallies to support Kay
and save the day. A book to set beside C.S. Lewis’s Narnia tales and Joan
Aiken’s Wolves of Willoughby Chase—not to mention the Harry Potter series—The
Midnight Folk is a wonderful and enthralling contribution to the great English
tradition of children’s literature, beloved by adults and children alike.
Crayola Sugar Skulls Compilation Coloring Book 40pg - Amazon
TECHNICAL
A bold, dark-hued novel by a writer who “conjures beauty from the ugliest of
things” (The Wall Street Journal) In the final twilit moments of her life, an elderly
woman looks back on her years in the thrall of fascism and Nazism. Both her
authoritarian tendencies and her ecstatic engagement with the natural world are
vividly and terrifyingly evoked in The Colonel’s Wife, an astonishing and brave
novel that resonates painfully with our own strained political moment. At once
complex and hideous, sexually liberated and sympathetic to the darkest of
political movements, the narrator describes her childhood as the daughter of a
member of the right-wing Finnish Whites before World War II, and the way she
became involved with and eventually married the Colonel, who was thirty years
her senior. During the war, he came and went as they fraternized with the Nazi
elite and retreated together into the deepest northern wilds. As both the marriage
and the war turn increasingly dark and destructive, Rosa Liksom renders a
complex and unsavory character in a prose style that is striking in its paradoxical
beauty. Based on a true story, The Colonel’s Wife is both a brilliant portrayal of
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an individual psychology and a stark warning about the perils of nationalism.
A radical thinker, one of the rare modern heretics, said Mary McCarthy of Ivy
Compton-Burnett, in whose austere, savage, and bitingly funny novels anything
can happen and no one will ever escape. The long, endlessly surprising
conversational duels at the center of Compton-Burnett's works are confrontations
between the unspoken and the unspeakable, and in them the dynamics of power
and desire are dramatized as nowhere else. New York Review Books is reissuing
two of the finest novels of this singular modern genius—works that look forward to
the blacky comic inventions of Muriel Spark as much as they do back to the
drawing rooms of Jane Austen. A House and Its Head is Ivy Compton-Burnett's
subversive look at the politics of family life, and perhaps the most unsparing of
her novels. No sooner has Duncan Edgeworth's wife died than he takes a new,
much younger bride whose willful ways provoke a series of transgressions that
begins with adultery and ends, much to everyone's relief, in murder.
From the best-selling author of Gratitude and On the Move, a final volume of
essays that showcase Sacks's broad range of interests--from his passion for
ferns, swimming, and horsetails, to his final case histories exploring
schizophrenia, dementia, and Alzheimer's. Oliver Sacks, scientist and storyteller,
is beloved by readers for his neurological case histories and his fascination and
familiarity with human behavior at its most unexpected and unfamiliar. Everything
in Its Place is a celebration of Sacks's myriad interests, told with his characteristic
compassion and erudition, and in his luminous prose.
A nomad and a swindler embark on an eccentric road trip in this picaresque, philosophical
novel by the author of The Man Who Planted Trees. The south of France, 1950: A solitary
vagabond walks through the villages, towns, valleys, and foothills of the region between
northern Provence and the Alps. He picks up work along the way and spends the winter as the
custodian of a walnut-oil mill. He also picks up a problematic companion: a cardsharp and con
man, whom he calls “the Artist.” The action moves from place to place, and episode to
episode, in truly picaresque fashion. Everything is told in the first person, present tense, by the
vagabond narrator, who goes unnamed. He himself is a curious combination of
qualities—poetic, resentful, cynical, compassionate, flirtatious, and self-absorbed. While The
Open Road can be read as loosely strung entertainment, interspersed with caustic reflections,
it can also be interpreted as a projection of the relationship of author, art, and audience. But it
is ultimately an exploration of the tensions and boundaries between affection and commitment,
and of the competing needs for solitude, independence, and human bonds. As always in Jean
Giono, the language is rich in natural imagery and as ruggedly idiomatic as it is lyrical.
. Learn to Develop a Powerful Mindset for Complete Success and Fulfilment This 4 Book
Bundle Contains Book 1: Millionaire Mindset Strategies Book 2: Best Wealth Magnet Activities
Book 3: Ideal Steps to Business Success Book 4: Super Wealthy Mindset Habits Become
unstoppable in the face of challenges and obstacles One of the most important features of our
lives is our ability to live up to our full potential and this collection of wealth-oriented books
have been designed specifically to identify the essential ingredients that can be used to create
success. Based on a series of interviews and mentorships with groups of exceptionally
successful individuals, the principles discussed within the four books reveal the fact that
sustained success is not an accident. It's a product of consistently doing the right things. But
what constitutes 'the right things'? And how important is the role of attitude in the creation of
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success? The good news is that the attitudes, actions and behaviours of highly successful and
fulfilled individuals can be learned and that means that all of us can benefit from the models
and examples that others have set. This saves us an enormous amount of time and wasted
effort and can catapult us into the upper levels of personal success and fulfilment. The books
have been designed as an exploration of the underlying attitudes that will serve either to
support or hinder our ambitions. Their purpose is to encourage us to dream and set goals that
are truly worthy of our deeper potential. The first volume examines the attitudes and
behaviours of super-successful individuals and reveals the principles that these people
adopted to promote their efforts to live the lives of their dreams. It's an intoxicating message of
hope, inspiration and practical principles for raising the quality of our lives to new levels of
expression. The second volume explores the principles of developing a very positive attitude
towards wealth and its resistance-free acquisition. The third volume focuses on the principles
of creating success in business and the fourth book examines the essential attributes of the
successful mind set. Amongst a treasure trove of powerful advice, insights, tips and principles,
you can learn how to Identify the beliefs that previously held you back and banish all negative
and restrictive attitudes and behaviours Set goals that will draw on your latent creativity and
inspire you to grow Discover and channel the power of your unconscious and make firm friends
with the concept of wealth and abundance Take control of your business and tune it towards
new levels of success and profitability Create your own mental framework for positive
expectations and design your own affirmations for driving you ever closer towards your dreams
and goals Become comfortable with the concept of personal success and fulfilment This
collection of the essential principles for success has been produced to share the message that
our fate is very much in our own hands and that each of us has the potential to make our lives
better than they are today. This profound message of hope is a wake-up call to seize the day
and experience the power of your own potential. It's a message of power and practical wisdom,
a set of guides for making the most of this precious gift we call life.
An NYRB Classics Original Winner of the 2014 PEN Translation Prize Winner of the 2014
Read Russia Prize The stakes are wildly high in Sigizmund Krzhizhanovsky’s fantastic and
blackly comic philosophical fables, which abound in nested narratives and wild paradoxes. This
new collection of eleven mind-bending and spellbinding tales includes some of
Krzhizhanovsky’s most dazzling conceits: a provincial journalist who moves to Moscow finds
his existence consumed by the autobiography of his room’s previous occupant; the fingers of
a celebrated pianist’s right hand run away to spend a night alone on the city streets; a man’s
lifelong quest to bite his own elbow inspires both a hugely popular circus act and a new
refutation of Kant. Ordinary reality cracks open before our eyes in the pages of Autobiography
of a Corpse, and the extraordinary spills out.
"I think, every once in a while, about the life I should be living, the one I fully expected to be
enjoying right about now. In the life I was supposed to have, my husband and I would be
admiring the view from our waterfront home in the town where we were both born and raised.
Good friends and neighbors would be next door, up the street, and all over the neighborhood.
Our parents would live only blocks away, in our childhood homes. We'd be taking our
grandchildren to the beach club on weekends, enjoying the fruits of our labors and looking
forward to a peaceful retirement. That was the plan, anyway . . . but the whole world knows
how that turned out." Mary Jo Buttafuoco's anonymous life as a suburban wife and mother in
sleepy Massapequa, New York, on Long Island, ended in May 1992, when she was shot in the
head on her own front porch by her husband's sixteen-year-old mistress. The 'Long Island
Lolita' saga sparked a media frenzy that continues to this day. As the years passed and Mary
Jo steadfastly stood by her man, Joey Buttafuoco, while he and Amy Fisher continued to make
headlines, one question lingered in the minds of people everywhere: Why did she stay for so
long? In Getting It Through My Thick Skull, Mary Jo finally answers that question fully and
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convincingly. The answer is simple, yet it took almost three decades of turmoil to discover for
herself—she was married to a sociopath. Using her tragic and triumphant life lessons and neverbefore-told accounts of life with Joey, Mary Joe helps readers undrestand sociaopathic
behavior and the emotional traps it springs on willing partners, and offers hope and help for the
millions of people caught in the cycle of toxic relationships. In addition, readers will meet a newand-improved Mary Jo, confident and at peace with her new life, and will be inspired by her
comback. Through private details of the resiliency and rebuilding she has forged over the past
seventeen years, Mary Jo shares for the first time: Her addiction to painkillers and her recovery
through the Betty Ford Center Her overdue decision to leave Joey and start over again in
California—3,000 miles from her support system Taking control of her physical, spiritual, and
emotional health and learned to feel attractive and in control again Her highly controversial
forgiveness of Amy Fisher The letters she recieved from both Amy and Joy, and her reactions
to both How she found the courage to trust, believe, and find hope in a committed relationship
once again The details of the new love in her life and the joys and challenges of raising a
Brady Bunch—style family Includes a 16-page color insert from the Buttafuoco family album.
SPECIAL LAUNCH PRICE (WHILE STOCKS LAST!!!! ) Fun! Fun! Fun! Let your creativity run
wild! 30 Original Artist Designs, High Resolution A Gorgeous Coloring Book!!! *Printed on one
side of the paper *Incredibly Fun and Relaxing
This Elibron Classics title is a reprint of the original edition published by Longmans, Green, and
Co. in New York, London and Bombay, 1902. This book contains color illustrations.
$8.99 $7.79 for a limited time only Sugar Skulls Shits: A Swear Word Adult Coloring Book
Colour yourself calm, a mindfulness colouring book with sugar skull art. There are Skull
beautiful designs of different dimension of Day of Sugar Skulls Shits Coloring Book : Day of
The Dead Skull Inspired for adults In this 30 page coloring book . All patterns are cute and
creative and their graphics are beautiful.Detailed Rock Skull Adult Coloring Books Animal skull
and human Pattern for You Balance, Relax and Creativity. Graphic Design With Illustration And
You Can Pencil Color Drawing To Enjoy This Paisley Mandalas Coloring Book or Sugar Skulls
Coloring Pages. High Quality, So You Have Plenty Of Space To Work In Detail And Creativity.
After You're Done, You'll have A Lovely, Modern and Abstract Works of Art That Are Worthy of
Hanging on Walls. "Sugar Skulls Shits: A Swear Word Adult Coloring Book" Designs Pattern
Coloring Books for Grownups and Adults Is A Creative, Novel Way For Busy Everyone To
Relax And Unwind From The Hectic Pace Of Modern Life. Kids Or Adults And Teen Can All
Enjoy This Book Paints A Unique And Special. Features: Over 30 illustrated Sugar Skulls Shits
8 x 10", Single sided pages Printed on white paper List of Words -Fuck Off-Pin Off-I Don't Give
A Damn-Piece of Shit-What an Asshole-Douche Bag-Lameass-Shit-Damn-Bitch Piss-Now
Fuck Off-Bullohit etc.Bonus : The book includes also the download of a PDF file for
COMPILATION 1, which is a printable book containing a various selection of coloring pages
taken from the Day of the Dead and Sugar Skull Coloring Book for adults Download Bonus
Now!! http://www.allcoloringbook.com/get-free-bonus/

Journey to the Center of the Earth is a classic 1864 science fiction novel by Jules
Verne (published in the original French as Voyage au centre de la Terre). The
story involves a professor who leads his nephew and hired guide down a volcano
in Iceland to the "center of the Earth". They encounter many adventures,
including prehistoric animals and natural hazards, eventually coming to the
surface again in southern Italy.
A personal and critical work that celebrates the pleasure of books and reading.
Largely unknown to readers today, Sir Philip Sidney’s sixteenth-century pastoral
romance Arcadia was long considered one of the finest works of prose fiction in
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the English language. Shakespeare borrowed an episode from it for King Lear;
Virginia Woolf saw it as “some luminous globe” wherein “all the seeds of English
fiction lie latent.” In Gallery of Clouds, the Renaissance scholar Rachel
Eisendrath has written an extraordinary homage to Arcadia in the form of a booklength essay divided into passing clouds: “The clouds in my Arcadia, the one I
found and the one I made, hold light and color. They take on the forms of other
things: a cat, the sea, my grandmother, the gesture of a teacher I loved, a friend,
a girlfriend, a ship at sail, my mother. These clouds stay still only as long as I look
at them, and then they change.” Gallery of Clouds opens in New York City with a
dream, or a vision, of meeting Virginia Woolf in the afterlife. Eisendrath holds out
her manuscript—an infinite moment passes—and Woolf takes it and begins to
read. From here, in this act of magical reading, the book scrolls out in a series of
reflective pieces linked through metaphors and ideas. Golden threadlines tie
each part to the next: a rupture of time in a Pisanello painting; Montaigne’s
practice of revision in his essays; a segue through Vivian Gordon Harsh, the first
African American head librarian in the Chicago public library system; a brief
history of prose style; a meditation on the active versus the contemplative life; the
story of Sarapion, a fifth-century monk; the persistence of the pastoral; imagemaking and thought; reading Willa Cather to her grandmother in her Chicago
apartment; the deviations of Walter Benjamin’s “scholarly romance,” The
Arcades Project. Eisendrath’s wondrously woven hybrid work extols the
materiality of reading, its pleasures and delights, with wild leaps and abounding
grace.
As a jump-shoe salesman searches for his wife in a sinister underground
hospital, his fascination with the hospital's strange inhabitants, including a girl
whose bones are gradually liquefying, causes him to barely notice his wife's
unspeakable circumstances. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
A scrappy maid must outsmart both palace nobles and Low Gods in a new YA
fantasy by Margaret Owen, author of the Merciful Crow series. Once upon a time,
there was a horrible girl... Vanja Schmidt knows that no gift is freely given, not
even a mother’s love—and she’s on the hook for one hell of a debt. Vanja, the
adopted goddaughter of Death and Fortune, was Princess Gisele's dutiful servant
up until a year ago. That was when Vanja’s otherworldly mothers demanded a
terrible price for their care, and Vanja decided to steal her future back... by
stealing Gisele’s life for herself. The real Gisele is left a penniless nobody while
Vanja uses an enchanted string of pearls to take her place. Now, Vanja leads a
lonely but lucrative double life as princess and jewel thief, charming nobility while
emptying their coffers to fund her great escape. Then, one heist away from
freedom, Vanja crosses the wrong god and is cursed to an untimely end: turning
into jewels, stone by stone, for her greed. Vanja has just two weeks to figure out
how to break her curse and make her getaway. And with a feral guardian halfgod, Gisele’s sinister fiancé, and an overeager junior detective on Vanja’s tail,
she’ll have to pull the biggest grift yet to save her own life. Margaret Owen,
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author of The Merciful Crow series, crafts a delightfully irreverent retelling of “The
Goose Girl” about stolen lives, thorny truths, and the wicked girls at the heart of
both.
Ding Dong Circus collects the best of Sasaki Maki's work from alt-manga super
magazine Garo. Drawn between 1967 and 1974, the fifteen stories within follow
Sasaki's unprecedented exploration of collage methods in comics storytelling.
Weaving through references to the Beatles, the Vietnam War, and Andy Warhol,
Ding Dong Circus demonstrates that Sasaki was not only a manga pioneer, but
also an essential figure in Japanese Pop Art and the critical avant-garde art
scene of the 1960s.
Detailed illustrations and fact-filled notes enhance this colorful alphabet book that
provides an A-to-Z listing of dinosaurs of all shapes and sizes, from the
Allosaurus to the Zuniceratops.
In 1997, the biggest Labour victory in history swept England, ending eighteen
years of Conservative government. Prime Minister Tony Blair — young,
charismatic and complex — shaped the nation profoundly in the ten years that
followed. From his work in Northern Ireland to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
few of his decisions were free from scrutiny and debate. Alternately beloved and
reviled, he was an international figure to a degree matched by few British leaders
— a role he continues in to this day through the Tony Blair Faith Foundation and
his work in the Middle East. Now, for the first time, we see the fascinating journey
and difficult choices of the prime minister through his own eyes. Grippingly
candid and deeply intimate, A Journey is a must-read political memoir, full of
startling insights into a host of world leaders, including George W. Bush and Bill
Clinton. It is also a book that delves deeply and profoundly into what it means to
be in a position of great power today, and its emotional and personal toll.
A small Georgia town, filled with a curious assortment of losers, anticipates the promise
of bizarre new possibilities with the upcoming rattlesnake hunt
Eleven talented authors challenged with just one condition-tell ten stories in exactly 434
words each. Flash fiction in a streamlined package. Quick hitting pieces across several
different genres designed to highlight the craft and art of modern storytelling. Names
you may be familiar with, like R. MonaLeza, Corey Michael Smithson, Paul Grimsley,
and Jinxie G, combined with some of the most promising artists-Michael Lawrence,
Amy Kay, Ben Umstead, John P. Marentay, Broadie Thornton, Rob CL, and Angel
Ashton-makes this an anthology you won't want to miss.
In The Mind’s Eye, Oliver Sacks tells the stories of people who are able to navigate the
world and communicate with others despite losing what many of us consider
indispensable senses and abilities: the power of speech, the capacity to recognize
faces, the sense of three-dimensional space, the ability to read, the sense of sight. For
all of these people, the challenge is to adapt to a radically new way of being in the
world. There is Lilian, a concert pianist who becomes unable to read music and is
eventually unable even to recognize everyday objects, and Sue, a neurobiologist who
has never seen in three dimensions, until she suddenly acquires stereoscopic vision in
her fifties. There is Pat, who reinvents herself as a loving grandmother and active
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member of her community, despite the fact that she has aphasia and cannot utter a
sentence, and Howard, a prolific novelist who must find a way to continue his life as a
writer even after a stroke destroys his ability to read. And there is Dr. Sacks himself,
who tells the story of his own eye cancer and the bizarre and disconcerting effects of
losing vision to one side. Sacks explores some very strange paradoxes—people who
can see perfectly well but cannot recognize their own children, and blind people who
become hyper-visual or who navigate by “tongue vision.” He also considers more
fundamental questions: How do we see? How do we think? How important is internal
imagery—or vision, for that matter? Why is it that, although writing is only five thousand
years old, humans have a universal, seemingly innate, potential for reading? The
Mind’s Eye is a testament to the complexity of vision and the brain and to the power of
creativity and adaptation. And it provides a whole new perspective on the power of
language and communication, as we try to imagine what it is to see with another
person’s eyes, or another person’s mind.
An NYRB Classics Original The trouble begins in Venice, the first stop on Erzsi and
Mihály’s honeymoon tour of Italy. Here Erzsi discovers that her new husband prefers
wandering back alleys on his own to her company. The trouble picks up in Ravenna,
where a hostile man zooms up on a motorcycle as the couple are sitting at an outdoor
café. It’s János, someone Mihály hasn’t seen for years, and he wants Mihály to come
with him in search of Ervin, their childhood friend. The trouble comes to a head when
Mihály misses the train he and Erzsi are due to take to Rome. Off he goes across Italy,
wandering from city to city, haunted and accosted by a strange array of figures from the
troubled youth that he thought he had left behind: There are the charismatic siblings,
Éva and Tamás, whose bizarre amateur theatricals linked sex and death forever in his
mind; Ervin, a Jew turned Catholic monk who was his rival for Éva’s love; and again,
that ruffian on the motorcycle. Antal Szerb’s dreamlike adventure, like Bulgakov’s The
Master and Margarita, is an intoxicating, utterly individual mix of magic, madness, eros,
and menace. In the words of the critic Nicholas Lezard, “No one who has read it has
failed to love it.”
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