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This concise book captures the essence of Hinduism and unravels the complexities of this fivethousand-year-old major world faith that evolved out of the collective wisdom and inspiration of
great seers and sages. Hinduism, which does not proselytize but advocates unity and respect
for all religions, is an unusually diverse faith and quite difficult to fully grasp. This book offers
an overview of the Hindu beliefs, the teachings, the deities, the colorful rituals, the pilgrimages,
the multiple scriptures, and the various Yogas on the paths to enlightenment. Pandey explores
how the faith synthesized a wide spectrum of spiritual realizations, philosophical discourses,
local beliefs, and customs of the time, with the timeless wisdom and the metaphysical views of
the ancient sages. This engaging and thought-provoking book also examines the compatibility
of Hindu visions of reality with modern scientific advancements. It offers an illuminating insight
into the use of symbols and Hindus' ease with divergent spiritual outlooks and religious
traditions. Pandey also explores the common thread that connects Hinduism with Buddhism
and Christianity.
True Hinduism has a power and beauty that no one acquainted with it can regard with anything
but the deepest respect. This book contains a range of scriptures, an array of ritualistic
procedures and traditions of brahminical orthodoxy, varied interpretations coupled with multiple
views. True Hinduism has a power and beauty that no one acquainted with it can regard with
anything but the deepest respect. You have to approach it as you approach poetry, with a
willing suspension of disbelief. Above all the peripheral myths, customs, beliefs and rites, rises
the great
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The role of Religious Education within the primary school and how it should be implemented
has been the subject of worldwide debate. Responding to the delivery of the non-statutory
framework for RE and the recent emphasis on a creative primary curriculum Primary Religious
Education - A New Approach models a much needed pedagogical framework, encouraging
conceptual enquiry and linking theory to its implementation within the wider curriculum in
schools. The book outlines this new conceptual approach to Religious Education and is based
upon the Living Difference syllabus successfully implemented in Hampshire, Portsmouth,
Southampton and Westminster. It demonstrates how to implement the requirements of the new
QCDA curriculum and Ofsted criteria for effective RE and is rapidly gaining both national and
international support. Through this approach, Religious Education is discussed within the
larger context of primary education in the contemporary world. This book will help you to teach
RE in a creative way in the primary classroom by providing: historical commentaries an
overview of existing approaches case studies based upon developments in religious literacy
connections to initiatives such as Every Child Matters and cross-curricular links to other areas
of the curriculum, including PSHE. With an all-encompassing global context, this book provides
tutors, students and practicing teachers with a firm basis for developing their thinking about the
subject of RE, how it is placed in the primary curriculum and how it may be successfully
implemented in schools.
This book is one of the first wide-ranging academic surveys of the major types and categories
of Hindu contemplative praxis. It explores diverse spiritual and religious practices within the
Hindu traditions and Indic hermeneutical perspectives to understand the intricate culture of
meditative communion and contemplation, devotion, spiritual formation, prayer, ritual, and
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worship. The volume extends and expands the conceptual reach of the fields of Contemplative
Studies and Hindu Studies. The chapters in the volume cover themes in Hindu contemplative
experience from various texts and traditions including classical S??khya and Patañjali Yoga,
the Bh?gavata Pur??a, the role of S?dhana in Advaita Ved?nta, ?r?vidy? and the ?r?cakra, the
body in Tantra, the semiotics and illocution of Gau??ya Vai??ava s?dhana, mantra in
M?m??s?, Vai??ava liturgy, as well as cross-cultural reflections and interreligious comparative
contemplative praxis. The volume presents indigenous vocabulary and frameworks to examine
categories and concerns particular to the Hindu contemplative traditions. It traces patterns that
cut across Hindu traditions and systems and discusses contrasting methods of different
theological/philosophical schools evincing a strong plurality in Hindu religious thought and
practice. The volume provides intra-religious comparisons that reveal internal complexity,
nuances, and variety of contemplative states and transformative practices that exist under the
rubric of Hindu practices of interiority and reflection. With key insights on forms and functions
of the contemplative experience along with their theologies and philosophies, the volume
suggests new hermeneutical directions that will advance the field of contemplative studies.
This book will be useful to scholars and researchers of religious and theological studies,
contemplative studies, Hindu studies, consciousness studies, yoga studies, Indian philosophy
and religion, sociology of religion, philosophy of religion, comparative religion, and South Asian
studies, as also general readers interested in the topic.
Read the story of two worlds that converge: one of Hindu immigrants to America who want to
preserve their traditions and pass them on to their children in a new and foreign land, and one
of American spiritual seekers who find that the traditions of India fulfil their most deeply held
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aspirations. Learn about the theoretical approaches to Hinduism in America, the question of
orientalism and 'the invention of Hinduism'. Read about: · how concepts like karma, rebirth,
meditation and yoga have infiltrated and influenced the American consciousness · Hindu
temples in the United States and Canada · how Hinduism has influenced vegetarianism · the
emergence of an increasingly assertive socially and politically active American Hinduism. The
book contains 30 images, chapter summaries, a glossary, study questions and suggestions for
further reading.
Your hands-on guide to one of the world's major religions The dominant religion of India,
"Hinduism" refers to a widevariety of religious traditions and philosophies that havedeveloped
over thousands of years. Today, the United States is hometo approximately one million
Hindus. If you've heard of this ancient religion and are looking for areference that explains the
intricacies of the customs, practices,and teachings of this ancient spiritual system, Hinduism
ForDummies is for you! Provides a thorough introduction to this earliest and popularworld
belief system Information on the rites, rituals, deities, and teachingsassociated with the
practice of Hinduism Explores the history and teachings of the Vedas, Brahmans,
andUpanishads Offers insight into the modern daily practice of Hinduismaround the world
Continuing the Dummies tradition of making the world's religionsengaging and accessible to
everyone, Hinduism For Dummies isyour hands-on, friendly guide to this fascinating religion.
An ideal resource for courses on Hinduism or world religions, this accessible volume spans the
entire field of Hindu studies. It provides a forum for the best scholars in the world to make their
views and research available to a wider audience. Comprehensively covers the textual
traditions of Hinduism Features four coherent sections covering theoretical issues, textual
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traditions, science and philosophy, and Hindu society and politics Reflects the trend away from
essentialist understandings of Hinduism towards tradition and regional-specific studies
Includes material on Hindu folk religions and stresses the importance of region in analyzing
Hinduism Ideal for use on university courses.
Religion is the opium of the people, said Karl Marx many centuries ago. For more than a billion
people living in India and abroad, Hinduism is the religion and a way of life. In this multi-award
winning book, Swami Achuthananda cracks open the opium poppy pods, analyzes the causes
for euphoria, and comes away with a deeper understanding of the people and their religion. ***
Winner 2014 Next Generation Indie Book Awards (Religious Non-fiction) *** This is a
comprehensive book on Hinduism. It tells you why Hindus do the things they do - and don't.
Written in a casual style, the book guides you through the fundamentals of the religion. It then
goes further and debunks a number of long-standing myths, some of them coming from the
academia (of all places). While most books shy away from contentious issues, this book
plunges headlong by taking on controversies, like the Aryan Invasion Theory, idol worship,
RISA scholarship and many more. In fact one-third of the book is just on controversies that you
rarely find in any other literature. Other Awards: *** Finalist - 2014 Pacific Book Awards
(Religion) *** *** Bronze - 2014 IPPY Award - (Religion) ***
Reconsiders whether Hinduism can be considered a missionary religion. Is Hinduism a
missionary religion? Merely posing this question is a novel and provocative act. Popular and
scholarly perception, both ancient and modern, puts Hinduism in the nonmissionary category.
In this intriguing book, Arvind Sharma reopens the question. Examining the historical evidence
from the major Hindu eras, the Vedic, classical, medieval, and modern periods, Sharma’s
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investigation challenges the categories used in current scholarly discourse and finds them
inadequate, emphasizing the need to distinguish between a missionary religion and a
proselytizing one. A distinction rarely made, it is nevertheless an illuminating and fruitful one
that resonates with insights from the comparative study of religion. Ultimately concluding that
Hinduism is a missionary religion, but not a proselytizing one, Sharma’s work provides us with
insights both about Hinduism and about religion in general. “Sharma is a prolific author who
has made significant contributions to Hindu studies … Readers will gain insight from Sharma’s
careful inquiry.” — CHOICE
A bold retelling of the origins of contemporary Hinduism, and an argument against the longestablished notion of religious reform. By the early eighteenth century, the Mughal Empire was
in decline, and the East India Company was making inroads into the subcontinent. A century
later Christian missionaries, Hindu teachers, Muslim saints, and Sikh rebels formed the colorful
religious fabric of colonial India. Focusing on two early nineteenth-century Hindu communities,
the Brahmo Samaj and the Swaminarayan Sampraday, and their charismatic figureheads—the
“cosmopolitan” Rammohun Roy and the “parochial” Swami Narayan—Brian Hatcher explores
how urban and rural people thought about faith, ritual, and gods. Along the way he sketches a
radical new view of the origins of contemporary Hinduism and overturns the idea of religious
reform. Hinduism Before Reform challenges the rigid structure of revelation-schism-reform-sect
prevalent in much history of religion. Reform, in particular, plays an important role in how we
think about influential Hindu movements and religious history at large. Through the lens of
reform, one doctrine is inevitably backward-looking while another represents modernity. From
this comparison flows a host of simplistic conclusions. Instead of presuming a clear dichotomy
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between backward and modern, Hatcher is interested in how religious authority is acquired and
projected. Hinduism Before Reform asks how religious history would look if we eschewed the
obfuscating binary of progress and tradition. There is another way to conceptualize the origins
and significance of these two Hindu movements, one that does not trap them within the
teleology of a predetermined modernity.

This magisterial Norton Anthology, edited by world-renowned scholars, offers a portable library
of more than 1,000 primary texts from the world’s major religions. To help readers encounter
strikingly unfamiliar texts with pleasure; accessible introductions, headnotes, annotations,
pronouncing glossaries, maps, illustrations and chronologies are provided. For readers of any
religion or none, The Norton Anthology of World Religions opens new worlds that, as Miles
writes, invite us "to see others with a measure of openness, empathy, and good will..."
Unprecedented in scope and approach, The Norton Anthology of World Religions: Christianity
brings together over 150 texts from the Apostolic Era to the New Millennium. The volume
features Jack Miles’s illuminating General Introduction—“How the West Learned to Compare
Religions”—as well as Lawrence S. Cunningham’s “The Words and the Word Made Flesh,” a
lively primer on the history and core tenets of Christianity.
I did not choose my birth. I will certainly choose my death. I did not know why I was born. I
certainly know why I shall die for. This book is for everyone who wants to be on top. Who
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wants to be supreme. It tells you how supremacy doesn't come with birth or parents or color or
race or caste or creed or gender or religion or region but with superior actions. With superior
character. With superior mettle. The book deals with the subject of birth based caste system in
Hindu Society. It discusses what made Hindu civilization, the oldest on the planet to get
invaded, plundered and destroyed for centuries. Civilization that covered almost half the globe
once is shrunk to half subcontinent. What went wrong? The only religion that declared all living
beings as children of Mother God is being accused of creating Dalits out of those children.
Who are Dalits? Are they untouchables of Hinduism? Who made them untouchables? Will they
ever come back to mainstream or be lost in oblivion? Will India continue to be corroded or is
there a way out? This book deals with all burning questions on caste-system and their
solutions. Much needed for India's unity and survival.
This text argues that Hindu nationalism is not only destructive of communal relations, but that it
also prevents Hinduism from emerging as a world religion. It presents a vision of Hinduism as
a tradition capable of pointing the way towards a future in which all the religions manifest
complementary visions of a larger reality.
A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org.
The Emergence of Modern Hinduism argues for the importance of regional, vernacular
innovation in processes of Hindu modernization. Scholars usually trace the emergence of
modern Hinduism to cosmopolitan reform movements, producing accounts that overemphasize
the centrality of elite religion and the influence of Western ideas and models. In this study, the
author considers religious change on the margins of colonialism by looking at an important
local figure, the Tamil Shaiva poet and mystic Ramalinga Swami (1823–1874). Weiss narrates
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a history of Hindu modernization that demonstrates the transformative role of Hindu ideas,
models, and institutions, making this text essential for scholarly audiences of South Asian
history, religious studies, Hindu studies, and South Asian studies.
Introducing HinduismRoutledge
On Hinduism is a penetrating analysis of many of the most crucial and contested issues in
Hinduism, from the Vedas to the present day. In a series of 63 connected essays, it discusses
Hindu concepts of polytheism, death, gender, art, contemporary puritanism, non-violence, and
much more.
The Hindu Way: An Introduction to Hinduism, the new book by bestselling author Shashi
Tharoor, whose last three books have sold over a quarter of a million copies in hardback, is the
perfect introduction to one of the world's oldest, largest and most complex religions. Although
there are hundreds of books on Hinduism, there are only a few which provide a lucid,
accessible, yet deeply layered account of the religion's numerous belief systems, schools of
thought, sects, tenets, scriptures, deities, rituals, customs, festivals and philosophies. This
book is one of them.
Hinduism is currently followed by one-fifth of humankind. Far from a monolithic theistic
tradition, the religion comprises thousands of gods, a complex caste system, and hundreds of
languages and dialects. Such internal plurality inspires vastly ranging rites and practices
amongst Hinduism's hundreds of millions of adherents. It is therefore not surprising that
scholars have been hesitant to define universal Hindu beliefs and practices. In this book, Axel
Michaels breaks this trend. He examines the traditions, beliefs, and rituals Hindus hold in
common through the lens of what he deems its "identificatory habitus," a cohesive force that
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binds Hindu religions together and fortifies them against foreign influences. Thus, in his
analysis, Michaels not only locates Hinduism's profoundly differentiating qualities, but also
provides the framework for an analysis of its social and religious coherence. Michaels blends
his insightful arguments and probing questions with introductions to major historical epochs,
ample textual sources as well as detailed analyses of major life-cycle rituals, the caste system,
forms of spiritualism, devotionalism, ritualism, and heroism. Along the way he points out that
Hinduism has endured and repeatedly resisted the missionary zeal and universalist claims of
Christians, Muslims, and Buddhists. He also contrasts traditional Hinduism with the religions of
the West, "where the self is preferred to the not-self, and where freedom in the world is more
important than liberation from the world." Engaging and accessible, this book will appeal to
laypersons and scholars alike as the most comprehensive introduction to Hinduism yet
published. Not only is Hinduism refreshingly new in its methodological approach, but it also
presents a broad range of meticulous scholarship in a clear, readable style, integrating
Indology, religious studies, philosophy, anthropological theory and fieldwork, and sweeping
analyses of Hindu texts.
Hinduism is a vastly complex phenomenon, a world religion with a history of over three
thousand years. It has produced men and women who have made outstanding contributions
across the range of civilised human behaviour, and played a crucial part in the rise of two other
great religions - Buddhism and Sikhism. Julius Lipner was born and raised in India and is able
to draw on his own experience of Hindu beliefs and practices to explain what it means to be
Hindu in a changing world. Hindus examines the religion as a plural phenomenon - that is, as a
family of religions rather than a monolithic entity. The approach is thematic, and the author
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considers various topicssuch as the status of women - in more than one place and from more
than one angle. He also tells and sometimes analyses Hindu stories, stressing the narrative
quality of Hindu religion and giving us an insight into the nature of the Hindu phenomenon
itself. Hindus will be valuable on more than one level: as a source of instruction, as a basis for
discussion, seminars and further study, even as a challenge for further research. It provides a
new perspective on what it means to live as a Hindu and enables readers to appreciate this
great and marvellous religious phenomenon, its extraordinary richness, and the way it
encompasses the diversity of human experience.
Examines the Hindu religious tradition, surveying its history and central beliefs, women's
religious experiences, Hindu social structure, and other topics
This examination of Hinduism in the context of modernity will be of interest to all students of
Hinduism, as well as to those interested in the sociology and history of religion. Shows
Hinduism to be a highly dynamic world-view which challenges western notions of modernity.
Considers a broad range of topics including women, the caste system, the self, divinities and
gurus. Contains up-to-date discussions of modern Hindu culture and beliefs.
Yoga. Karma. Reincarnation. Most Americans are familiar with a few basic ideas of Hinduism,
but are unfamiliar with the big picture. This beginner’s guide covers the major Hindu thinkers
and their philosophies as well as the dharma, the moral way of life that Hindus practice. In a
straightforward style, the authors explain the philosophy, gods, texts, and traditions of the
world’s third-largest religion, including: the power of karma; Yoga as a path to God; the
authority of the Vedas; the development of Jainism, Buddhism, and Sikhism; the legacy of
Mohandas Gandhi; Hinduism in popular culture; and more. This guide is stimulating reading for
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westerners who want to learn the basics of this ancient and mystic religion.
Imagining Hinduism examines how Hinduism has been defined, interpreted and manufactured
through Western categorizations, from the foreign interventions of eighteenth and nineteenthcentury Orientalists and missionaries, to the present day. Sugirtharajah argues that ever since
early Orientalists 'discovered' the ancient Sanskrit texts and the Hindu 'golden age', the West
has nurtured a complex and ambivalent fascination with Hinduism, ranging from romantic
admiration to ridicule. At the same time, Hindu discourse has drawn upon Orientalist
representations in order to redefine Hindu identity. As the first comprehensive work to bring
postcolonial critique to the study of Hinduism, this is essential reading for those seeking a full
understanding of Hinduism.
A new look at an ancient religion. The Complete Idiot's Guide® to Hinduism, Second Edition,
contains updated and expanded information on how the religion developed from its very
fragmented origins, the basic Hindu beliefs, and the multiple Hindu deities, as well as the
sociological aspects of the religion including ethics, sacraments, dietary habits, the caste
system, and much more. ? Hinduism is the third-largest religion in the world, with over 765
million followers worldwide ? Updated information on the state of Hinduism today ? An
exploration of the Hindu paths to enlightenment including karma yoga, bhakti yoga, jnana
yoga, tantra and laya yoga ? Expanded information on the Hindu Reformation

An engrossing and definitive narrative account of history and myth that offers a new
way of understanding one of the world's oldest major religions, The Hindus elucidates
the relationship between recorded history and imaginary worlds. Hinduism does not
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lend itself easily to a strictly chronological account: many of its central texts cannot be
reliably dated even within a century; its central tenets karma, dharma, to name just two
arise at particular moments in Indian history and differ in each era, between genders,
and caste to caste; and what is shared among Hindus is overwhelmingly outnumbered
by the things that are unique to one group or another. Yet the greatness of Hinduism its vitality, its earthiness, its vividness - lies precisely in many of those idiosyncratic
qualities that continue to inspire debate today. Wendy Doniger is one of the foremost
scholars of Hinduism in the world. With her inimitable insight and expertise Doniger
illuminates those moments within the tradition that resist forces that would standardize
or establish a canon. Without reversing or misrepresenting the historical hierarchies,
she reveals how Sanskrit and vernacular sources are rich in knowledge of and
compassion toward women and lower castes; how they debate tensions surrounding
religion, violence, and tolerance; and how animals are the key to important shifts in
attitudes toward different social classes. The Hindus brings a fascinating multiplicity of
actors and stories to the stage to show how brilliant and creative thinkers - many of
them far removed from Brahmin authors of Sanskrit texts - have kept Hinduism alive in
ways that other scholars have not fully explored. In this unique and authoritative
account, debates about Hindu traditions become platforms from which to consider the
ironies, and overlooked epiphanies, of history.
One of the world's most ancient religious traditions, Hinduism is the dominant faith of
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India and through its growing expatriate community, an increasingly familiar spiritual
force in the West. This book provides a succinct, authoritative and accessible
introduction to one of the world's great religious and cultural traditions.
Christian Missionaries worked hard to convert immigrants. Their first order of business
was to denigrate Hinduism, designate Hindus as heathen, and disparage their culture,
food and even attire. Immigrants stubbornly resisted, led by the tiny educated elite,
including Brhmaas whom we call Brahmins. Conversion was a failure at least up to the
end of the 19th century but picked up a self-generating momentum thereafter. The
result is that the share of Hindus in Guyana’s Indian population declined from 83.5
percent in 1880 to 62.8 percent in 2012. The largest portion of the contraction was lost
to Christianity. The loss notwithstanding, even a casual observer would conclude that
Guyanese Hindus, at home and in the Diaspora, are a very religious people. Many of us
do a jhandi or havan once annually; others do the more elaborate and costlier yajña,
where everyone is welcome, once or twice in their lifetime. Most of us do a short daily
puja – prayers, offerings, reading the stras and listening to bhajan – in our homes. An
important, but perhaps unintended, way immigrants countered conversion to
Christianity was an unplanned movement towards a “synthesis” that brought Hindus,
regardless of caste or sect, under a “unitary form of Hinduism.” The “synthesis” began
around the 1870s and was completed by the 1930s to the 1950s. Guyanese Hindus call
the unified corpus of religious beliefs and practices that emerged from the “synthesis”
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Sanatana Dharma. Ramesh Gampat labels it Plantation Hinduism in this path-breaking
book. The book argues that the brand of Hinduism practiced is inconsistent with
Sanatana Dharma, called Vednta by the more philosophically inclined. Plantation
Hinduism features an extraordinary dependence upon purohits (pandits), which has
anaesthetized the Hindu mind and render him unable to think, question and inquire
when it comes to Dharma. Rituals and bhakti have been degraded and turned into
desire-motivated worship; devats have been misconstrued as Brahman rather than as
limited manifestation of the one non-dual pure Consciousness; belief in the multiplicity
of gods encourages image worship; and superstitions anchor Guyanese Hindus to
tradition and mere belief. Plantation Hinduism is little more than desire-motivated
actions, dogmas and superstitions. Absent is the idea that Sanatana Dharma is a
spiritual science no less scientific than hard sciences, such as physics and astronomy.
The central message of Vednta is the innate divinity of every person and the freedom to
realize that divinity through anubhava, direct personal experience of Supreme Reality.
Hinduism—the world's oldest major religion—is a mixture of faiths that have evolved from
the inhabitants of the Indian subcontinent. While recognizing the immense complexity of
the subject matter, the author has striven for clarity in her explanations. The author
skillfully weaves together many sources to help readers understand the depth and
importance of Hinduism. On Hinduism is both an historical and a philosophical account,
grounded by the deep reflections of an important mind.
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Introducing Hinduism, 2nd Edition is the ideal sourcebook for those seeking a
comprehensive overview of the Hindu tradition. This second edition includes substantial
treatments of Tantra, South India, and women, as well as expanded discussions of
yoga, Vedanta and contemporary configurations of Hinduism in the West. Its lively
presentation features: case studies, photographs, and scenarios that invite the reader
into the lived world of Hinduism; introductory summaries, key points, discussion
questions, and recommended reading lists at the end of each chapter; narrative
summaries of the great epics and other renowned Hindu myths and lucid explanations
of complex Indian philosophical teachings, including Sankhya and Kashmir Saivism;
and a glossary, timeline, and pronunciation guide for an enhanced learning experience.
This volume is an invaluable resource for students in need of an introduction to the key
tenets and diverse practice of Hinduism, past and present.
Defining Hinduism and authoritatively describing is very difficult. One faces many
difficulties in doing this. To briefly enumerate these difficulties, firstly, unlike Christianity
or Buddhism or Jainism or Islam, which are based on preachings of one person and
therefore are quite consistent and devoid of much contradiction, Hinduism is not based
on preachings of one person. The basic books containing essentials of Hinduism are
four Vedas, about a dozen Brahmana granths (books), 13 main Upanishads, Saankhya
Karika, Patanjala Yoga Sutras, Gita and 18 main Puranas and in modern times
hundreds of gurus. Rig Veda alone has compositions from about 150 rishis and so all
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the above mentioned source books defining hinduism are work of about 250 authors.
First challenge before anyone attempting to define hinduism is to read and understand
these many books, many of which are quite voluminous. Second challenge one faces is
that so many people describing the same thing, for example creation of universe or fate
of soul or of people after death, generate many a time manifest variations about the
same item which sometimes assume the nature of one statement being contradicted at
another place. So, one has to frequently decide which one fits the overall scheme
best.To understand what are the core concepts of hinduism one must take note that
while there are one or two line assertions by some rishis that seem to be seeds of later
development of saankhya and dwaita philosophy ,the rigveda has asserted only
adwaita philosophy involving concept of Brahman and of creation of universe in detail in
about a dozen suktas .Hindu religion has evolved into various philosophies and various
sects but almost all of them draw upon the concept of Brahman and upon moral
principles propounded in vedas and upanishads. However vedas are read by very few
people. Indeed vedas are probably the least read of all religious books! Therefore the
word of those who speak on the authority of vedas, and there is a surfeit of such people
judging by number of gurus preaching in different parts of the country and by noting the
bombardment on subject of spirituality in media, is generally accepted as statement of
truth by believers. However after reading the vedas many of these preachings and
assertions seem unfounded. It is therefore instructive to understand what is in vedas
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and what is not in vedas.These illustrations show that true meaning if many Vedic
verses are now not known .What rishis meant in these verses can not be now stated
with confidence. Since full commentaries and translation of vedas began only three
thousand years (Mahidhara and Sayana) after composition of vedas, the meaning
assigned by commentators inevitably involves guess work which is plausible in many
places but is doubtful in many other places .It is now impossible to know true meaning
of such numerous verses in vedas! - Happy reading till next editionE mail id:
ynchaturvedi@hotmail.com
This book explores past expressions of the Jewish interest in Hinduism in order to learn
what Hinduism has meant to Jews living mainly in the 12th through the 19th centuries.
India and Hinduism, though never at the center of Jewish thought, claim a place in its
history, in the picture Jews held of the wider world, of other religions and other human
beings. Each chapter focuses on a specific author or text and examines the literary
context as well as the cultural context, within and outside Jewish society, that provided
images and ideas about India and its religions. Overall the volume constructs a history
of ideas that changed over time with different writers in different settings. It will be
especially relevant to scholars interested in Jewish thought, comparative religion,
interreligious dialogue, and intellectual history.
"Informs readers about the spiritual, cultural and social heritage of Hinduism. Part I
features a brief history and core beliefs of Hinduism, its sacred texts, various
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denominations, mandirs, holy men and women, sacred places, rivers, festivals, rituals,
and sacred symbols and objects. Part II features sadhana, great devotees of God, rishiscientists of India, Hindu perceptions, Hindu way of life, Hindu reformers, concept of
creation, and frequently asked questions on Hinduism."--Page 4 of cover.
Hindus make a clear distinction between morality and spirituality, for their aim is not
merely to become perfect human beings but to become one with the personal God
through love in union with him or to become identified with the universal Spirit of the
Absolute. They propose, besides morality, higher paths of spiritual wisdom and love of
God. The book deals with the religious quest of Hinduism, the seers and God-men as
founders of Hindu spirituality, faith in the guru, the ideal of the spiritual person (sadhu),
Hindu hospitality and tolerance, the Hindu way to peace, the experience of God through
love and union, and finally, the Hindu meaning of death and eschatology.
The Handbook of Hinduism in Europe portrays and analyses Hindu traditions in every
country in Europe. It presents the main Hindu communities, religious groups, forms and
teachings present in the continent and shows that Hinduism have become a major
religion in Europe.
This book will be of great interest to all students of Hinduism, students of both Eastern
and Western philosophy, and spiritual seekers who wish to better understand this
ancient Indian tradition of non-dualist thought.
"This book makes a path-breaking effort to build two bridges. The first bridge is
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between the Hindu tradition and modern economics. The author holds that the market
system is consistent with the Hindu tradition. However, it should be actively controlled
by the state in public good. The second bridge is between Hindu tradition and socialist
politics. The socialist paradigm does not ensure that the socialist leadership will work in
the interests of the people. The only motivation for it to do so would be spiritual growth.
The socialist leaders may work for social good only when this spiritual objective is
placed before them. The book calls for an end to this schism in the soul of India and
builds a new vision that is Hindu, socialist and market-oriented at the same time."
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