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'Birds of America' is one of the best known natural history books ever produced
and also one of the most valuable - a complete set sold at auction in December
2010 for 7.3 million, which is a world record.
Explores the early history of wildlife conservation in the United States, including
early naturalists like John James Audubon and John Muir, and public reactions to
such extinctions as the passenger pigeon.
An edited volume exploring the role women played in California politics in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
In her incredibly productive lifetime (1883-1974), American-born ornithologist
Margaret Morse Nice earned the admiration of ornithologists and naturalists in far
distant lands. Research Is a Passion With Me is an enthralling autobiography of
one of the great individuals in her field and of her time. The prominent California
nature writer, Donald Peattie, in commenting on Margaret Nice’s writing ability,
stated: "Your art of telling is so good that it conceals how good the science is."
And Professor Ernst Mayer of Harvard University said: "Margaret Nice was a
remarkable person and only those who know the state of American ornithology
when she started her work will appreciate her contribution." "An extraordinary
bird watcher. Every summer she and her husband would gather the girls, pack
their old car with camping gear, and head off into the wilds to look for new birds.
This eccentric way of living was unusual in the early 1920s, but even their
youngest daughter adjusted to it. Their older girls shinnied up trees to observe
nests and helped in housekeeping tasks around the campsite." - Marcia Bonta,
Bird Watcher’s Digest
Examines more than eighty avian families, including an overview of plumage,
behavior, distribution, taxonomy, and conservation, and describes all 962
species, covering identification, similar species, voice, status, and distribution.
In the decades following the Civil War--as industrialization, urbanization, and
economic expansion increasingly reshaped the landscape--many Americans
began seeking adventure and aesthetic gratification through avian pursuits. By
the turn of the century, hundreds of thousands of middle-and upper-class
devotees were rushing to join Audubon societies, purchase field guides, and
keep records of the species they encountered in the wild. Mark Barrow vividly
reconstructs this story not only through the experiences of birdwatchers,
collectors, conservationists, and taxidermists, but also through those of a
relatively new breed of bird enthusiast: the technically oriented ornithologist. In
exploring how ornithologists struggled to forge a discipline and profession amidst
an explosion of popular interest in natural history, A Passion for Birds provides
the first book-length history of American ornithology from the death of John
James Audubon to the Second World War. Barrow shows how efforts to form a
scientific community distinct from popular birders met with only partial success.
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The founding of the American Ornithologists' Union in 1883 and the subsequent
expansion of formal educational and employment opportunities in ornithology
marked important milestones in this campaign. Yet by the middle of the twentieth
century, when ornithology had finally achieved the status of a modern profession,
its practitioners remained dependent on the services of birdwatchers and other
amateur enthusiasts. Environmental issues also loom large in Barrow's account
as he traces areas of both cooperation and conflict between ornithologists and
wildlife conservationists. Recounting a colorful story based on the interactions
among a wide variety of bird-lovers, this book will interest historians of science,
environmental historians, ornithologists, birdwatchers, and anyone curious about
the historical roots of today's birding boom.
A richly illustrated, state-of-the-art field guide for identifying European passerines
in flight-the first of its kindOpening up new frontiers in birdwatching, this is the
first field guide for identifying European passerines in flight, featuring more than
1,850 stunning color illustrations from acclaimed bird artist Tomasz Cofta, who
creates r
Imagine a Minneapolis so small that, on calm days, the roar of St. Anthony Falls
could be heard in town, a time when passenger pigeons roosted in neighborhood
oak trees. Now picture a dapper professor conducting his ornithology class (the
university’s first) by streetcar to Lake Harriet for a morning of bird-watching. The
students were mostly young women—in sunhats, sailor tops, and long skirts, with
binoculars strung around their necks. The professor was Thomas Sadler Roberts
(1858–1946), a doctor for three decades, a bird lover virtually from birth, the
father of Minnesota ornithology, and the man who, perhaps more than any other,
promoted the study of the state’s natural history. A Love Affair with Birds is the
first full biography of this key figure in Minnesota’s past. Roberts came to
Minnesota as a boy and began keeping detailed accounts of Minneapolis’s birds.
These journals, which became the basis for his landmark work The Birds of
Minnesota, also inform this book, affording a view of the state’s rich avian life in
its early days—and of a young man whose passion for birds and practice of
medicine among Minneapolis’s elite eventually dovetailed in his launching of the
beloved Bell Museum of Natural History. Bird enthusiast, doctor, author, curator,
educator, conservationist: every chapter in Roberts’s life is also a chapter in the
state’s history, and in his story acclaimed author Sue Leaf—an avid bird
enthusiast and nature lover herself—captures a true Minnesota character and his
time.
P -- Q -- R -- S -- T -- V -- W -- Y
The biggest book on North American birds this century! John James Audubon would be proud
to know that a life-size bird book is alive in the twenty-first century. You won't need Sotheby's
auction house to buy this volume, though! Full-size images of beautiful feathered friends offer a
detailed look at each North American species, while scaled photographs of larger birds allow
you to see the entire animal. Fun facts pepper the pages, and a summary of general
information accompanies each avian. Get an up-close, personal look at the world's masters of
flight!
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A stunning album of some of the most beautiful birds in North America. Geraldo Valério is an
artist who loves birds, from majestic Golden Eagles and Snowy Owls to brilliant cardinals and
jays to the tiniest of hummingbirds. Here he presents his favorites, with beautiful collage
illustrations and brief descriptions that highlight intriguing facts about each one. The
illustrations show a variety of feathered creatures in their natural habitats as they hunt for food,
impress their mates, nest, and care for their young. The concise, accessible text provides
information ranging from clever techniques for finding food to remarkable physical features to
fascinating behaviors. But above all, Geraldo Valério shares his passion for birds in this
lovingly created album, inspiring young readers with their beauty and the excitement of
discovery. Includes an introduction, glossary, index and sources for further information.
Correlates to the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts: CCSS.ELALITERACY.RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown
words in a text.
Presents the life and accomplishments of the American naturalist, whose love of birds led him
to create the Peterson field guides and to become a world famous environmentalist and
advocate for wildlife preservation.
The artistry of a master photographer transports readers directly into the natural world of North
American bird species, depicting the beauty and behavior of birds in flight or repose.
A comprehensive handbook to the birds of North America includes more than 930 species--all
the birds known to breed in the United States and Canada, as well as regular visitors and
vagrants to the continent.
William Stimpson was at the forefront of the American natural history community in the latter
half of the nineteenth century. Stimpson displayed an early affinity for the sea and natural
history, and after completing an apprenticeship with famed naturalist Louis Agassiz, he
became one of the first professionally trained naturalists in the United States. In 1852, twentyyear-old Stimpson was appointed naturalist of the United States North Pacific Exploring
Expedition, where he collected and classified hundreds of marine animals. Upon his return, he
joined renowned naturalist Spencer F. Baird at the Smithsonian Institution to create its
department of invertebrate zoology. He also founded and led the irreverent and fun-loving
Megatherium Club, which included many notable naturalists. In 1865, Stimpson focused on
turning the Chicago Academy of Sciences into one of the largest and most important museums
in the country. Tragically, the museum was destroyed in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, and
Stimpson died of tuberculosis soon after, before he could restore his scientific legacy. This firstever biography of William Stimpson situates his work in the context of his time. As one of few
to collaborate with both Agassiz and Baird, Stimpson's life provides insight into the men who
shaped a generation of naturalists—the last before intense specialization caused naturalists to
give way to biologists. Historians of science and general readers interested in biographies,
science, and history will enjoy this compelling biography.
Become a better birder with brief portraits of 200 top North American birds. This friendly,
relatable book is a celebration of the art, science, and delights of bird-watching. How to Know
the Birds introduces a new, holistic approach to bird-watching, by noting how behaviors,
settings, and seasonal cycles connect with shape, song, color, gender, age distinctions, and
other features traditionally used to identify species. With short essays on 200 observable
species, expert author Ted Floyd guides us through a year of becoming a better birder, each
species representing another useful lesson: from explaining scientific nomenclature to noting
how plumage changes with age, from chronicling migration patterns to noting hatchling habits.
Dozens of endearing pencil sketches accompany Floyd's charming prose, making this book a
unique blend of narrative and field guide. A pleasure for birders of all ages, this witty book
promises solid lessons for the beginner and smiles of recognition for the seasoned nature
lover.
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The finest, most lavishly illustrated photographic guide to the birds of western North
America Combining informative and accessible text, up-to-date maps, and—above
all—stunning color photographs, this is the best and most lavishly illustrated
photographic guide to the birds of western North America. All of the images have been
carefully selected to convey both the sheer beauty and the key identification features of
each bird, and many of the photos are larger than those found in other guides.
Wherever possible, a variety of plumages are pictured, providing visual coverage and
usefulness matching any artwork-illustrated field guide. And many of the images are
state-of-the-art digital photographs by Brian Small, one of North America's finest bird
photographers. These pictures, many seen here for the first time, reproduce a
previously unimaginable level of detail. Finally, the ranges of nearly all species are
shown on maps from the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, the authority on North
American birding. New and experienced birders alike will find this guide indispensable:
the clear layout will help novices easily identify the birds they see, while the superb
photographs will help seasoned birders confirm identifications. The best, most lavishly
illustrated photographic guide to the region's birds Larger color photos than most other
field guides Fresh contemporary design—clear, easy-to-use, and attractive Informative,
accessible, and authoritative text Range maps from the Cornell Laboratory of
Ornithology Covers entire western half of mainland North America (excluding Mexico)
and the arctic and subarctic territorial islands of the U.S. and Canada (excluding
Hawaii)
The only fully illustrated guide to feature all the bird species of Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands This portable and informative field guide describes the bird species found
on Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Fully updated, the guide presents all 347
species, both naturally occurring as well as introduced, and highlights 19 endemic
species found nowhere else in the world. Species are sorted by habitat to facilitate
identification and extra illustrations are provided for birds similar in appearance. The
only fully illustrated guide to feature all 347 bird species in Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands Species sorted by habitat for easier identification Text and illustrations on facing
pages for ease of identification Extensive introduction covering taxonomy, migration,
biogeography, and conservation Useful information on birding hotspots throughout the
region
This book reveals the history behind the trade of Colombian birds as a means of
comprehending the scientific, economic and environmental relations between the
United States and Colombia from the 1880s to the 1960s. Through the study of the
feather trade, scientific expeditions, scientific communities and nature conservation, the
author brings to light how international relations and national agendas shaped the study
and perception of nature in both countries during those years.
An exhilarating exploration of the science and wonder of global bird migration. In the
past two decades, our understanding of the navigational and physiological feats that
enable birds to cross immense oceans, fly above the highest mountains, or remain in
unbroken flight for months at a stretch has exploded. What we’ve learned of these key
migrations—how billions of birds circumnavigate the globe, flying tens of thousands of
miles between hemispheres on an annual basis—is nothing short of extraordinary. Bird
migration entails almost unfathomable endurance, like a sparrow-sized sandpiper that
will fly nonstop from Canada to Venezuela—the equivalent of running 126 consecutive
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marathons without food, water, or rest—avoiding dehydration by "drinking" moisture from
its own muscles and organs, while orienting itself using the earth’s magnetic field
through a form of quantum entanglement that made Einstein queasy. Crossing the
Pacific Ocean in nine days of nonstop flight, as some birds do, leaves little time for
sleep, but migrants can put half their brains to sleep for a few seconds at a time,
alternating sides—and their reaction time actually improves. These and other revelations
convey both the wonder of bird migration and its global sweep, from the mudflats of the
Yellow Sea in China to the remote mountains of northeastern India to the dusty hills of
southern Cyprus. This breathtaking work of nature writing from Pulitzer Prize finalist
Scott Weidensaul also introduces readers to those scientists, researchers, and bird
lovers trying to preserve global migratory patterns in the face of climate change and
other environmental challenges. Drawing on his own extensive fieldwork, in A World on
the Wing Weidensaul unveils with dazzling prose the miracle of nature taking place
over our heads.
Examines the rhetorical role of images in communicating environmental ideas.
After her four kids were nearly grown and she was about to turn 50, Phoebe Snetsinger
was told she had less than a year to live. Snetsinger, a St. Louis housewife and avid
backyard birder, decided to spend that year traveling the world in search of birds. As it
turned out, her doctors were wrong, but Phoebe's passion had been ignited and she
spent the next eighteen years crisscrossing the globe recklessly staking out her quarry.
En route she contracted malaria in Zambia, nearly fell to her death in Zaire, and was
kidnapped and gang raped on the outskirts of Port Moresby. Yet none of this curbed
her enthusiasm. By the time she died in a bus accident while birding in Madagascar in
1999, Phoebe was world renowned and had seen more species-8,500 of the roughly
10,000-than anyone in history. A fascinating portrait of a hobbiest whose obsession
contributed to both her success and her demise, Life List brings Phoebe Snetsinger and
the wild world of amatuer ornithology to vivid life.
The finest, most lavishly illustrated photographic guide to the birds of eastern North
America Combining informative and accessible text, up-to-date maps, and—above
all—stunning color photographs, this is the best and most lavishly illustrated
photographic guide to the birds of eastern North America. All of the images have been
carefully selected to convey both the sheer beauty and the key identification features of
each bird, and many of the photos are larger than those found in other guides.
Wherever possible, a variety of plumages are pictured, providing visual coverage and
usefulness matching any artwork-illustrated field guide. And many of the images are
state-of-the-art digital photographs by Brian Small, one of North America's finest bird
photographers. These pictures, many seen here for the first time, reproduce a
previously unimaginable level of detail. Finally, the ranges of nearly all species are
shown on maps from the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, the authority on North
American birding. New and experienced birders alike will find this guide indispensable:
the clear layout will help novices easily identify the birds they see, while the superb
photographs will help seasoned birders confirm identifications. The best, most lavishly
illustrated photographic guide to the region's birds Larger color photos than most other
field guides Fresh contemporary design—clear, easy-to-use, and attractive Informative,
accessible, and authoritative text Range maps from the Cornell Laboratory of
Ornithology Covers entire eastern half of mainland North America and the arctic and
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subarctic territorial islands of the U.S. and Canada
A history of field guides about American birds from the Victorian era to the present
draws on extensive archival research to demonstrate how the twin pursuits of
recreation and conservation have rendered field guides a preferred method of informal
education, citing the contributions of such figures as Roger Tory Peterson.
Magnificent tritone photographs, including four vertical gatefolds, offer a monumental
study of some of the America's most beautiful birds--the Great Blue Heron, White Ibis,
Snowy Egret, Whooping Crane, Roseate Spoonbill, and others--and their vanishing
wetland habitats, in a volume that demonstrates the importance of avian and wetland
conservation. 10,000 first printing.
The story of how the associate editor of Birding magazine set himself a lofty goal: to
become the first person to see half the world’s birds in one year. In 2015, for 365 days,
with a backpack, binoculars, and a series of one-way tickets, Noah Strycker traveled
across forty-one countries and all seven continents, eventually spotting 6,042
species—by far the biggest birding year on record. This is no travelogue or glorified
checklist. Noah ventures deep into a world of chronic sleep deprivation, airline snafus,
breakdowns, mudslides, floods, war zones, ecologic devastation, conservation
triumphs, common and iconic species, and scores of passionate bird lovers around the
globe. By pursuing the freest creatures on the planet, he gains a unique perspective on
the world they share with us—and offers a hopeful message that even as many birds
face an uncertain future, more people than ever are working to protect them. “Birding
Without Borders is light-hearted and filled with stories of exotic birds, risky adventures,
and colorful birding companions.”—New York Times Book Review “Highly
recommended for anyone interested in travel, natural history, and adventure.”—Library
Journal “Even readers who wouldn’t know a marvellous spatuletail from a southern
ground hornbill will be awed by Strycker’s achievement and appreciate the passion
with which he pursues his interest.”—Publishers Weekly
Updated to reflect all the latest taxonomic data, American Museum of Natural History
Birds of North America is the complete photographic guide to the 657 species of birds
found in the United States and Canada. Ideal for the armchair bird enthusiast or
dedicated bird watcher, this book includes stunning full-color photographs revealing 657
individual species with unrivaled clarity. The 550 most commonly seen birds are
pictured with plumage variations, and images of subspecies and information on similar
birds are provided to make differentiation easy, from game birds and waterfowl to
shorebirds and swifts to owls, flycatchers, finches, and more. You can even discover
which species to expect when and where with up-to-date, color-coded maps
highlighting habitation and migratory patterns. Written by a team of more than 30
birders and ornithologists with expertise in particular species or families, and produced
in association with the American Museum of Natural History, this updated and
refreshed edition of American Museum of Natural History Birds of North America is the
ultimate photographic guide to every bird species in the United States and Canada.
Rare Birds of North America is the first comprehensive illustrated guide to the vagrant
birds that occur throughout the United States and Canada. Featuring 275 stunning color
plates, this book covers 262 species originating from three very different regions--the
Old World, the New World tropics, and the world's oceans. It explains the causes of
avian vagrancy and breaks down patterns of occurrence by region and season,
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enabling readers to see where, when, and why each species occurs in North America.
Detailed species accounts describe key identification features, taxonomy, age, sex,
distribution, and status. Rare Birds of North America provides unparalleled insights into
vagrancy and avian migration, and will enrich the birding experience of anyone
interested in finding and observing rare birds. Covers 262 species of vagrant birds
found in the United States and Canada Features 275 stunning color plates that depict
every species Explains patterns of occurrence by region and season Provides an
invaluable overview of vagrancy patterns and migration Includes detailed species
accounts and cutting-edge identification tips
A book with 200 full-color photos and a series of anecdotes shows how bird enthusiasts
showcase their love of birds in and around their homes. By the author of Living With
Dogs.
A field guide to North American birds presents an identification method that uses
panoramic illustrations, range maps, and an organization system based on habitat and
characteristics.
Foreword by Jonathan Franzen Original poem by Margaret Atwood With species
ranging from tiny iridescent-green hummingbirds to giant, gangly flightless rheas, the
Americas feature an astonishing array of birds that rely upon the region's tremendous
diversity of habitats. That reliance may be very localized or it may reach across
continents: Swainson's Thrushes travel from South America all the way to Alaska, while
certain grebes spend their entire lives on a single lake. Treasured songbirds feed at
northern backyard feeders yet often arrive from points far to the south. The American
Bird Conservancy (ABC) works across the Americas with a goal to have birds routinely
prioritized in all land-use and policy decision-making. Bringing Back the Birds
showcases these efforts, alongside the stunning photography of Owen Deutsch and
eloquent essays from renowned experts in the field: Peter P. Marra, Smithsonian
Migratory Bird Center; researchers Kimberly and Kenn Kaufman; John W. Fitzpatrick,
Cornell Lab of Ornithology; and Mike Parr, EJ Williams, and Clare Nielsenof ABC.
Drawing on the knowledge and insight gained from a lifetime of watching, studying, and
enjoying birds, this book is full of information about more than four hundred species of
birds in Texas, most all of which author Gary Clark has seen first hand. Organized in
the standard taxonomic order familiar to most birders, the book is written in a
conversational tone that yields a wide-ranging discussion of each bird’s life history as
well as an intimate look at some of its special characteristics and habits. Information
regarding each species’ diet, voice, and nest is included as well as when and where it
can be found in Texas. Magnificent photographs by Kathy Adams Clark accompany
each bird’s entry. For those just beginning to watch birds to those who can fully relate
to the experiences and sentiments communicated here by a veteran birder, this book
reveals the kind of personal connection to nature that careful attention to the birds
around us can inspire.
Today, according to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, more than fifty million Americans
feed birds around their homes, and over the last sixty years, billions of pounds of
birdseed have filled millions of feeders in backyards everywhere. Feeding Wild Birds in
America tells why and how a modest act of provision has become such a pervasive,
popular, and often passionate aspect of people’s lives. Each chapter provides details
on one or more bird-feeding development or trend including the “discovery” of seeds,
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the invention of different kinds of feeders, and the creation of new companies. Also
woven into the book are the worlds of education, publishing, commerce, professional
ornithology, and citizen science, all of which have embraced bird feeding at different
times and from different perspectives. The authors take a decade-by-decade approach
starting in the late nineteenth century, providing a historical overview in each chapter
before covering topical developments (such as hummingbird feeding and birdbaths). On
the one hand, they show that the story of bird feeding is one of entrepreneurial
invention; on the other hand, they reveal how Americans, through a seemingly simple
practice, have come to value the natural world.
"An exquisitely beautiful book ...These stories about birds are ultimately reflections on
the curious nature of humanity itself" — Helen Macdonald, author of H Is for Hawk There
is no denying that many people are crazy for birds. Packed with intriguing facts and
exquisite and rare artwork, Birdmania showcases an eclectic and fascinating selection
of bird devotees who would do anything for their feathered friends. In addition to wellknown enthusiasts such as Aristotle, Charles Darwin, and Helen Macdonald, Brunner
introduces readers to Karl Russ, the pioneer of "bird rooms", who had difficulty renting
lodgings when landlords realized who he was; George Lupton, a wealthy Yorkshire
lawyer, who commissioned the theft of uniquely patterned eggs every year for twenty
years from the same unfortunate female guillemot who never had a chance to raise a
chick; George Archibald, who performed mating dances for an endangered whooping
crane called Tex to encourage her to lay; and Mervyn Shorthouse, who posed as a
wheelchair-bound invalid to steal an estimated ten thousand eggs from the Natural
History Museum in Tring. As this book illustrates, people who love birds, whether they
are amateurs or professionals, are as captivating and varied as the birds that give flight
to their dreams.
What drives a man to travel to sixty countries and spend a fortune to count birds? And
what if that man is your father? Richard Koeppel’s obsession began at age twelve, in
Queens, New York, when he first spotted a Brown Thrasher, and jotted the sighting in a
notebook. Several decades, one failed marriage, and two sons later, he set out to see
every bird on earth, becoming a member of a subculture of competitive bird watchers
worldwide all pursuing the same goal. Over twenty-five years, he collected over seven
thousand species, becoming one of about ten people ever to do so. To See Every Bird
on Earth explores the thrill of this chase, a crusade at the expense of all else—for the
sake of making a check in a notebook. A riveting glimpse into a fascinating subculture,
the book traces the love, loss, and reconnection between a father and son, and
explains why birds are so critical to the human search for our place in the world.
“Marvelous. I loved just about everything about this book.”—Simon Winchester, author
of The Professor and the Madman “A lovingly told story . . . helps you understand what
moves humans to seek escape in seemingly strange other worlds.”—Stefan Fatsis,
author of Word Freak “Everyone has his or her addiction, and birdwatching is the drug
of choice for the father of author Dan Koeppel, who writes affectionately but honestly
about his father’s obsession.”—Audubon Magazine (editor’s choice) “As a glimpse into
human behavior and family relationships, To See Every Bird on Earth is a rarity: a book
about birding that nonbirders will find just as rewarding.”—Chicago Tribune
In John James Audubon: The Nature of the American Woodsman, Gregory Nobles
shows that one of Audubon's greatest creations was himself. Nobles explores the
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central irony of Audubon's true nature: the man who took so much time and trouble to
depict birds so carefully left us a bold but deceptive picture of himself.
Learn the how’s and why’s of bird behavior, from flirtatious mating practices and
gorgeous birdsong to flying south for the winter. In this lively reference book, Laura
Erickson addresses hundreds of real-life questions sent in to the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, the world’s foremost authority on birds. With expert advice on bird
watching techniques and equipment, feeding and housing birds, protecting habitats,
and much more, Erickson guides you through the intricacies of the avian world with a
contagious passion for our feathered friends.
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