Read Book A Rhetoric Of Argument 3rd Edition

A Rhetoric Of Argument 3rd Edition
"Arguing Across the Disciplines" is the only text of its kind combining instruction
in argumentation with writing across the disciplines through discussion of a
diverse selection of classic and contemporary arguments. The anthology features
over 50 thought-provoking arguments organized by broad curricular areas (the
Liberal Arts, Social Sciences, and Natural Sciences) that include disciplines such
as architecture, bioethics, communication, economics, engineering,
epidemiology, and literature-ideal for first year students still undecided in their
field(s) of study. Features: The comprehensive discussion of argument in Part I
includes claim types, classical appeals, the Toulmin model, Rogerian argument,
inductive and deductive reasoning, and refutation while also demonstrating the
essential skills emphasized in WAC programs: summary, analysis, and synthesis.
"Questions for Writing and Discussion" appear throughout Part I and offer
students informal writing opportunities in which they can apply theory to practice
on a range of issues that are both enduring and topical. Each reading in the
anthology, Part II, is accompanied by four types of questions designed to
generate discussion and provide writing opportunities: "Engaging the Text" helps
students focus on the most important information in each reading; "Evaluating the
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Argument" encourages students to analyze how each argument is constructed
and supported; "Exploring the Issue" provides opportunities for students to think
about the subjects of each reading beyond the text; "Connecting Different
Perspectives" ask students to make intertextual connections among the
readings."Reading Visual Texts as Arguments" (Ch. 8) explains how to interpret
visual texts and use images to illustrate and develop arguments. "Writing
Arguments from Sources" (Ch. 9) includes three sample student research
papers, one each in MLA, APA, and CSE styles. Two alternate Tables of
Contents organized by Rhetorical Patterns and by Subject/ Theme accommodate
a variety of teaching approaches for maximum instructor flexibility. Visit us at
www.ablongman.com
Topical Themes in Argumentation Theory brings together twenty exploratory
studies on important subjects of research in contemporary argumentation theory.
The essays are based on papers that were presented at the 7th Conference of
the International Society for the Study of Argumentation (ISSA) in Amsterdam in
June 2010. They give an impression of the nature and the variety of the kind of
research that has recently been carried out in the study of argumentation. The
volume starts with three essays that provide stimulating theoretical perspectives
on argumentation. Subsequently, some views are explained on the intriguing
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topics of ‘dissensus’ and ‘deep disagreement’. After a discussion of three
different approaches to the treatment of types of argumentation some classical
themes from antique argumentation theory are revisited. The new research area
of visual argumentation is explored in the next part. The volume concludes with
three reports of experimental studies concerning argumentative discourse. The
volume starts with three essays that provide stimulating theoretical perspectives
on argumentation. Subsequently, some views are explained on the intriguing
topics of ‘dissensus’ and ‘deep disagreement’. After a discussion of three
different approaches to the treatment of types of argumentation some classical
themes from antique argumentation theory are revisited. The new research area
of visual argumentation is explored in the next part. The volume concludes with
three reports of experimental studies concerning argumentative discourse. The
volume starts with three essays that provide stimulating theoretical perspectives
on argumentation. Subsequently, some views are explained on the intriguing
topics of ‘dissensus’ and ‘deep disagreement’. After a discussion of three
different approaches to the treatment of types of argumentation some classical
themes from antique argumentation theory are revisited. The new research area
of visual argumentation is explored in the next part. The volume concludes with
three reports of experimental studies concerning argumentative discourse.
Page 3/22

Read Book A Rhetoric Of Argument 3rd Edition
No matter where students' lives lead after graduation, one of the most essential
tools we can teach them is how to comprehend, analyze, and respond to
arguments. Students need to know how writers' and speakers' choices are
shaped by elements of the rhetorical situation, including audience, occasion, and
purpose. In Teaching Arguments, Jennifer Fletcher provides teachers with
engaging classroom activities, writing prompts, graphic organizers, and student
samples to help students at all levels read, write, listen, speak, and think
rhetorically. Jennifer believes that, with appropriate scaffolding and
encouragement, all students can learn a rhetorical approach to argument and
gain access to rigorous academic content. Teaching Arguments opens the door
and helps them pay closer attention to the acts of meaning around them, to
notice persuasive strategies that might not be apparent at first glance. When we
analyze and develop arguments, we have to consider more than just the printed
words on the page. We have to evaluate multiple perspectives; the tension
between belief and doubt; the interplay of reason, character, and emotion; the
dynamics of occasion, audience, and purpose; and how our own identities shape
what we read and write. Rhetoric teaches us how to do these things. Teaching
Arguments will help students learn to move beyond a superficial response to
texts so they can analyze and craft sophisticated, persuasive arguments--a major
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cornerstone for being not just college-and career-ready but ready for the
challenges of the world.
An introduction to the art of rhetoric explains how persuasion can profoundly
influence personal and professional successes and reveals an array of
techniques employed by such personalities as Aristotle and Winston Churchill.
In The Uses of Argument (1958), Stephen Toulmin proposed a model for the
layout of arguments: claim, data, warrant, qualifier, rebuttal, backing. Since then,
Toulmin’s model has been appropriated, adapted and extended by researchers
in speech communications, philosophy and artificial intelligence. This book
assembles the best contemporary reflection in these fields, extending or
challenging Toulmin’s ideas in ways that make fresh contributions to the theory
of analysing and evaluating arguments.
Rhetorical Figures in Science breaks new ground in the rhetorical study of
scientific argument as the first book to demonstrate how figures of speech other
than metaphor have been used to accomplish key conceptual moves in scientific
texts. Examples, both verbal and visual, range across disciplines and centuries to
reaffirm the positive value of these once widely-taught devices.
From the best-selling authors of the most successful reader in America comes
Practical Argument. No one writes for the introductory composition student like
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Kirszner and Mandell, and Practical Argument simplifies the study of argument. A
straightforward, full-color, accessible introduction to argumentative writing, it
employs an exercise-driven, thematically focused, step-by-step approach to get
to the heart of what students need to understand argument. In clear, concise, nononsense language, Practical Argument focuses on basic principles of classical
argument and introduces alternative methods of argumentation. Practical
Argument forgoes the technical terminology that confuses students and instead
explains concepts in understandable, everyday language, illustrating them with
examples that are immediately relevant to students’ lives.
Understanding Rhetoric: A Guide to Critical Reading and Argumentation is a
composition textbook that outlines three essential skills – rhetoric, argument, and
source-based writing – geared towards newcomers and advanced students alike.
Though comprehensive in its coverage, the book’s focus is a simple one: how to move
beyond a "gut reaction" while reading to an articulation of what is effective and what is
not, while explicitly answering the most important question of "Why?" This text gets at
this central concern in two fundamental ways. First, the text teaches composition as a
cumulative process, coaching you how to question, challenge, and expand on not just
the readings you hold in your hands, but also how to interrogate the internal processes
of writing and thinking. The book's blend of composition methods detail the cross-point
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of product and process to turn reading and writing from a matter of coming up with
answers to questions to learning what type of questions need to be asked in the first
place. The "right" questions, the text argues, are fundamentally rhetorical in nature.
Second, the content of the practice-based chapters is framed into a larger mesh of
intellectual history to show how the writing and thinking you are doing today is
continuous with a long history of writing instruction that goes back to the ancient world.
This book provides equal representation from classical and contemporary theory with
the recognition that theory cannot be fully grasped without practice, and practice cannot
be fully understood without its theoretical antecedent. After all, you can’t write "outside
the box" until you know where the box is and what it looks like.
This book begins by defining argumentation--not as emotional assertions or in other
negative senses--but as a logical, rational approach to making good decisions based
upon sound reasoning. The author relies on the contributions of Aristotle (plus
Aristotle's teacher, Plato, and Plato's teacher, Socrates) rather than attempting to
"reinvent the wheel" of argumentation. Aristotle's perspective on dialectic and rhetoric
constitutes the ground on which rhetoricians in the ancient Roman world, and rhetorical
theoreticians of the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries have built. Contemporary
scholars such as Kenneth Burke, Stephen Toulmin, and Chaim Perelman have refined
Aristotle's wheel, and hence, improved upon it, but students of argumentation are welladvised to return, first of all, to the invention of the wheel-to examine its construction, to
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see how the basic structures operate in the argumentation process. Students of
argumentation may, then, consider the refinements that have been made over the
years. Using insights introduced by Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle and, later, fine-tuned
by Stephen Toulmin, the book introduces deductive reasoning with its syllogism,
rhetorical syllogism (the enthymeme), and Toulmin's six-part expansion of deductive
reasoning. Inductive reasoning, with its reliance on examples and statistics is also
introduced. Although argumentation is defined by Lindsay as primarily the logical proof
presented by Aristotle (logos, as opposed to ethos and pathos), Lindsay extends
Aristotle's concept of ethos to demonstrate the concept's reliance on the syllogism
(logos), as well. Lindsay lists the eight primary characteristics of argumentation: 1. It is
good; it allows rational individuals to reach rational conclusions, to make rational
decisions. 2. It consists of offering proofs, not simply assertions. 3. It is the use of logic,
as opposed to the use of emotion. 4. It is most successful when the participants do not
feel an ego-centric need to win, but instead seek to find the most reasonable position
on issues. 5. It may be used to test and maintain either an absolute truth or a probable
truth. 6. It, at least, seeks to establish probable, possible, or plausible truth. 7. It is
aimed primarily at producing faith/pistis, rather than absolute knowledge. 8. It uses
proofs that consist only of logos, not ethos or pathos. To Aristotle's three contexts of
rhetorical argumentation (judicial/legal, deliberative/political, and epideictic/cultural),
Lindsay adds a fourth: arguments concerning all-time truth. Lindsay ultimately offers a
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thorough demonstration of how the multiple principles of argumentation are used to
demonstrate that a problem exists, what caused the problem, what types of solutions to
the problem are suitable, and how a complete proposal argument is put together.
A central theme throughout the impressive series of philosophical books and articles
Stephen Toulmin has published since 1948 is the way in which assertions and opinions
concerning all sorts of topics, brought up in everyday life or in academic research, can
be rationally justified. Is there one universal system of norms, by which all sorts of
arguments in all sorts of fields must be judged, or must each sort of argument be
judged according to its own norms? In The Uses of Argument (1958) Toulmin sets out
his views on these questions for the first time. In spite of initial criticisms from logicians
and fellow philosophers, The Uses of Argument has been an enduring source of
inspiration and discussion to students of argumentation from all kinds of disciplinary
background for more than forty years.
Bringing together scholars from a broad range of theoretical perspectives, The
Language of Argumentation offers a unique overview of research at the crossroads of
linguistics and theories of argumentation. In addition to theoretical and methodological
reflections by leading scholars in their fields, the book contains studies of the
relationship between language and argumentation from two different viewpoints. While
some chapters take a specific argumentative move as their point of departure and
investigate the ways in which it is linguistically manifested in discourse, other chapters
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start off from a linguistic construction, trying to determine its argumentative function and
rhetorical potential. The Language of Argumentation documents the currently prominent
research on stylistic aspects of argumentation and illustrates how the study of
argumentation benefits from insights from linguistic models, ranging from theoretical
pragmatics, politeness theory and metaphor studies to models of discourse coherence
and construction grammar.
This book contains 20 essays tracing the work of David Zarefsky, a leading North
American scholar of argumentation from a rhetorical perspective. The essays cohere
around 4 general themes: objectives for studying argumentation rhetorically,
approaches to rhetorical study of argumentation, patterns and schemes of rhetorical
argumentation, and case studies illustrating the potential of studying argumentation
rhetorically. These articles are drawn from across Zarefsky’s 45-year career. Many of
these articles originally appeared in publications that are difficult to access today, and
this collection brings the reader up to date on the topic. Zarefsky’s scholarship focuses
on the role of language in political argumentation, the ways in which argumentation
creates public knowledge and belief, the influence of framing and context on what is
said and understood, the deployment of particular patterns and schemes of
argumentation in public reasoning, and the influence of debate on politics and
governance. All these topics are addressed in this book. Each of the conceptual essays
includes brief application to specific cases, and five extended case studies are also
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presented in this volume. The case studies cover different themes: two explore famous
political debates, the third focuses on presidential rhetoric across the course of United
States history, the fourth on the arguments for liberalism at a time of political
polarization, and the fifth on the contemporary effort to engage the United States with
the Muslim world. This book is of interest to scholars in the fields of philosophy, logic,
law, philosophy of law, and legal history. The range of topics and concepts addressed,
the interplay of concepts and cases and the unifying perspective of rhetorical
argumentation make this book a valuable read for students of argumentative practice,
whether rhetorically or otherwise.
After shaking up writing classrooms at more than 550 colleges, universities, and high
schools, Understanding Rhetoric, the comic-style guide to writing, has returned for a
third edition! Understanding Rhetoric encourages deep engagement with core concepts
of writing and rhetoric. With brand-new coverage of fake news, sourcing the source,
podcasting as publishing, and support for common writing assignments, the new edition
of the one and only composition comic covers what students need to know--and does
so with fun and flair.
The latest edition of Arguments and Arguing contains the same balance of theory and
practice, breadth of coverage, current and relevant examples, and accessible writing
style that made previous editions so popular in hundreds of classrooms. The authors
draw from classic and recent argumentation theory and research, contextualized with
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well-chosen examples, to showcase a narrative style of argumentation and the values
and attitudes of audiences. Readers learn how to employ both formal and informal
argumentative strategies in an array of communication forums—from interpersonal
interactions to academic debate to politics to business. A newly added chapter on
visual argumentation and a striking color photo insert demonstrate the value and power
of visual elements in the construction of arguments. The ability to argue is necessary if
people are to solve problems, resolve conflicts, and evaluate alternative courses of
action. While many are taught that arguing is counterproductive and arguments should
be avoided, Hollihan and Baaske illustrate that arguing is an essential and fundamental
human activity. Learning the art of effective argumentation entails a grasp of not only
the strategies and principles of analysis and logical reasoning but also the importance
of arguing in a positive and socially constructive fashion.
"Examining Argumentation in Context: Fifteen studies on strategic maneuvering
"contains a selection of papers on strategic maneuvering in argumentative discourse.
Starting point of all of these contributions is that a satisfactory analysis and evaluation
of strategic maneuvering is possible only if the argumentative discourse is first situated
in the communicative and interactional context in which it occurs. While some of the
contributions present general views with regard to strategic maneuvering, other
contributions report on the results of empirical studies, examine strategic maneuvering
in a particular legal or political context, or highlight the presentational design of strategic
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maneuvering. "Examining Argumentation in Context" therefore provides an insightful"
"view of recent developments in the research on strategic maneuvering, which is
currently prominent in the study of argumentation.
For over a decade, The Language of Composition has been the most successful
textbook written for the AP® English Language and Composition Course. Now, its
esteemed author team is back, giving practical instruction geared toward training
students to read and write at the college level. The textbook is organized in two parts:
opening chapters that develop key rhetoric, argument, and synthesis skills; followed by
thematic chapters comprised of the finest classic and contemporary nonfiction and
visual texts. With engaging readings and reliable instruction, The Language of
Composition gives every students the opportunity for success in AP® English
Language. AP® is a trademark registered and/or owned by the College Board, which
was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this product.
The ubiquity of the Internet and digital technology has changed the sites of rhetorical
discourse and inquiry, as well as the methods by which such analyses are performed.
This special issue discusses the state of rhetoric of science and technology at the
beginning of the twenty-first century. While many books connecting rhetorical theory to
the Internet have paved the way for more refined and insightful studies of online
communication, the articles here serve as a reflective moment, an opportunity to
consider thoughtful statements from those who have published and been influential in
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the field.
Being a faithful disciple of Christ means having seasoned speech: practicing a rhetoric
that beneficially and persuasively imparts the surprising truth of the gospel. James
Beitler seeks to renew interest in and hunger for an effective Christian rhetoric by
closely considering the work of five beloved Christian communicators: C. S. Lewis,
Dorothy L. Sayers, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Desmond Tutu, and Marilynne Robinson.
This book is the edition of the Proceedings of the International Colloquium “Rhetoric
and Argumentation in the Beginning of the XXIst Century” which was held at the
Faculty of Letters of the University of Coimbra, in October 2-4, 2008, and was
organized by Henrique Jales Ribeiro, Joaquim Neves Vicente and Rui Alexandre
Grácio. The main purpose of the Colloquium was to commemorate the publication in
1958 of the books La nouvelle rhétorique: Traité de l’argumentation, and The Uses of
Arguments, by, respectively, C. Perelman/L. Olbrechts-Tyteca, and S. Toulmin. But
another important goal was to take stock of the state of rhetoric and argumentation
theory at the beginning of a new century. It was a unique event, without parallel in
Portugal and worldwide - considering its theme and its aims -, which gathered some of
the World’s most renowned rhetoric and argumentation theorists: Alan Gross, Douglas
Walton, Erik Krabbe, Frans V. Eemeren, F. Snoeck Henkemans, Guy Haarscher, John
Anthony Blair, Marianne Doury, Oswald Ducrot, Ruth Amossy. The book includes a
variety of very important contributions to rhetoric and argumentation theory, ranging
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from those that naturally fall within the subject matter, to the areas of philosophy,
linguistics, communication theory, education theory and law theory. The “art”, as it was
called in the Medieval curricula, is no longer a discipline amongst others and has
became, according to the view of some specialists and largely owing to Perelman and
Toulmin influences, a “new paradigm” of rationality for our age, which auspiciously
encompasses all fields of knowledge and culture. The book is divided into five parts: IHistorical and philosophical studies on the influences of Perelman and Toulmin; IIStudies in argumentation theory; III- Linguistic approaches to argumentation theory; IVRhetoric; and communication theory / education theory approaches to argumentation;
and V- Law theory approaches to argumentation.
Anonymous’ and Stephanus’ commentaries, written in the 12th century AD, are the
first surviving commentaries on Aristotle’s Rhetoric. Their study, including the
environment in which they were written and the philosophical ideas expressed in them,
provides a better understanding of the reception of Aristotle’s Rhetoric in Byzantium,
the Byzantine practice of commenting on classical texts, and what can be called
“Byzantine philosophy”. For the first time, this book explores the context of production
of the commentaries, discusses the identity and features of their authors, and reveals
their philosophical and philological significance. In particular, I examine the main topics
discussed by Aristotle in the Rhetoric as contributing to persuasion, namely valid and
fallacious rhetorical arguments, ethical notions, emotional response and style, and I
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analyse the commentators’ interpretations of these topics. In this analysis, I focus on
highlighting the value of the philosophical views expressed, and on creating a
discussion between the Byzantine and the modern interpretations of the treatise.
Conclusively, the two commentators need to be considered as independent thinkers,
who aimed primarily at integrating the treatise within the Aristotelian philosophical
system.
This book uses logos, pathos, and ethos in critical thinking, active reading, and
persuasive writing. Accessible and stimulating, the versatile manual can be used as a
rhetoric, a reader, a guide on research writing, and a guide on style. Through its
chapters, users learn to excel at what they say; through our style interchapters users
earn to excel at how they say it. Cheating, conservation, race, politics, male/female
communication styles, gun control, abortion, same-sex marriage, stem cell research
ndash; many diverse and mature readings on these subjects engage readers and
writers in analytical thinking and stimulate them to react with thoughtful discussions and
compositions. For individuals who want to communicate clearly, argue persuasively,
and analyze and evaluate what they read.

This book is designed to introduce readers to the language of contemporary
rhetorical studies. The book format is an alphabetized glossary (with appropriate
cross listings) of key terms and concepts in contemporary rhetorical studies. An
introductory chapter outlines the definitional ambiguities of the central concept of
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rhetoric itself. The primary emphasis is on the contemporary tradition of rhetorical
studies as it has emerged in the discipline of speech communication. Each entry
in the glossary ranges in length from a few paragraphs to a short essay of a few
pages. Where appropriate, examples are provided to further illustrate the term or
concept. Each entry will be accompanied by a list of references and additional
readings to direct the reader to other materials of possible interest.
After shaking up writing classrooms at more than 450 colleges and universities,
Understanding Rhetoric, the comic-style guide to writing that instructors have told
us gets "nothing but positive responses from students," has returned for a second
edition! Combining the composition know-how of Liz Losh and Jonathan
Alexander with the comic-art credibility of Kevin Cannon (Far Arden, Crater XV)
and Zander Cannon (Heck, Kaijumax), Understanding Rhetoric encourages deep
engagement with core concepts of writing and rhetoric, as teachers and students
alike have told us. With a new chapter on collaboration, unique coverage of
writerly identity, and extensive discussions of rhetoric, reading, argument,
research, revision, and presenting work to audiences, the one and only
composition comic covers what students need to know--and does so with fun and
flair. A new "Walk the Talk" feature in each chapter helps students see how to put
concepts to use in their own reading and writing. And the detailed instructor's
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manual will help both novice and experienced instructors plan a course around
Understanding Rhetoric.
Presents a process-oriented introduction to argumentation with coverage of the
aims, or purposes, of argument: to inquire, to convince, to persuade, and to
mediate. In contrast to other approaches, the focus on aims provides rhetorical
context that helps students write, as well as read, arguments.
First Published in 2017. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor and Francis, an Informa
company.
A comprehensive guide to the language of argument, Rhetorical Style offers a
renewed appreciation of the persuasive power of the English language. Drawing
on key texts from the rhetorical tradition, as well as on newer approaches from
linguistics and literary stylistics, Fahnestock demonstrates how word choice,
sentence form, and passage construction can combine to create effective spoken
and written arguments. With examples from political speeches, non-fiction works,
and newspaper reports, Rhetorical Style surveys the arguer's options at the word,
sentence, interactive, and passage levels, and illustrates the enduring usefulness
of rhetorical stylistics in analyzing and constructing arguments.
"The Dialectical Questions offers an English translation of the Erotemata
Dialectices, the final and fullest textbook on the art of argumentation written by
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the reformer and educational innovator Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560).
Representing an era when rhetoric and dialectic were seen as interdependent,
companion arts, Melanchthon's textbook was widely used in Protestant Latin
schools and universities during the Reformation. The translation tracks revisions
to the text across its lifetime editions (1547-1560) and traces its classical
sources. The introduction chronicles the personal and political upheavals that
Melanchthon experienced during its composition, and provides an overview of its
rich and complex content. It then focuses on the unique feature that sets this
work apart from other early modern dialectics: its many sample arguments drawn
from medicine and natural philosophy"-Organized around common rhetorical situations that occur all around us,
INVENTING ARGUMENTS shows students that argument is a living process
rather than a form to be modeled. The text's focus on invention teaches students
to recognize the rhetorical elements of any argumentative situation and apply the
tools of argument effectively in their own writing. Students are introduced to the
basic layers of argument in early chapters, with material arranged into
increasingly sophisticated topics beginning with the most obvious or explicit
layers (claims) and moving to the more implied layers of assumptions, values,
beliefs, and ideology. By the time they finish Part I, your students will have a
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thorough understanding of argument, which they can then apply to the invention
projects in Chapters 7?12. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
This concise argument text presents a broad range of rhetorical theory while providing the
clear explanations and examples to make it accessible to an exceptionally wide range of
students. Essentials of Argument, 3e, contains ten chapters, each accompanied by class
exercises and writing assignments. Students using this text will learn to identify topics of
personal and social consequence, to read and form opinions of their own, to analyze a
potential audience, and to write persuasive argument papers. Research methods are
introduced early, instructing students how to locate, print, and evaluate online materials and
avoid plagiarism. Appendices teach MLA and APA styles, and provide a synopsis of the major
ideas about argument in unique Summary Charts.
This fascinating and practical book explores persuasive techniques in the English language,
and is the ideal introduction for students and others with a professional interest in persuasion.
Using a wide range of lively and accessible illustrative material, Robert Cockcroft and Susan
Cockcroft unpick the complexities of persuasive language - both written and spoken - and
enable readers to develop and enhance their rhetorical skills. Now thoroughly revised and
expanded, the second edition of this successful text includes: - developed application of
cognitive linguistic theory, which sheds new light on the emotional and logical powers of
persuasion - extended and updated examples of rhetoric in action - clear pointers for further
study to allow readers to continue their exploration into rhetorical theory and practice - a new
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final chapter which invites readers to practice their skills using updated versions of traditional
rhetorical exercises.
The new title, Dialogues: An Argument Rhetoric and Reader, 3/e (formerly Crossfire),
represents argument not as a battle to be won but as a process of dialogue and deliberation
among people with diverse values and perspectives. The Third Edition places a new emphasis
on finding common ground, encouraging students to listen and respond to those who hold
different views, and to carefully deliberate about these multiple perspectives before arriving at
a position. Part One contains succinct instruction on analyzing and developing arguments,
from critical reading to source documentation. Part Two offers a diverse collection of
provocative essays from both the popular and scholarly medium. The writing in this text is
lucid, lively, and engaging as it addresses students as writers and thinkers without
overwhelming them with unnecessary jargon or theory.
So What? The Writer's Argument, Third Edition, teaches students how to write compelling
arguments and explains why practicing argumentation is essential to learning and
communicating with others. Practical exercises throughout each chapter reinforce this broader
academic aim by focusing on the key issue of significance-helping writers answer the "So
What?" question for themselves and their audiences. By showing students how their writing fits
within the broader context of academic inquiry, So What?, Third Edition, encourages them to
emulate and adapt the authentic academic styles, foundational organizing structures, and
helpful rhetorical moves to their college classes and beyond.
Christian Kock’s essays show the essential interconnectedness of practical reasoning, rhetoric
and deliberative democracy. They constitute a unique contribution to argumentation theory that
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draws on – and criticizes – the work of philosophers, rhetoricians, political scientists and other
argumentation theorists. It puts rhetoric in the service of modern democracies by drawing
attention to the obligations of politicians to articulate arguments and objections that citizens
can weigh against each other in their deliberations about possible courses of action.
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