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A Small Good Thing Carver
American Literary Minimalism fills a need for a
comprehensive study of this twentieth-century literary
movement. In it, Robert Clark explores works that are
emblematic of the style by best-selling authors Ernest
Hemingway, Sandra Cisneros, Raymond Carver, Jay
McInerney, Cormac McCarthy, and Susan Minot.
A comprehensive examination of the fiction and poetry of
Raymond Carver.
Hazel is determined to beat her rival in an upcoming race, but
when she sees her brother Raymond running alongside her
on the track, she realizes there are more important things
than winning.
More than sixty stories, poems, and essays are included in
this wide-ranging collection by the extravagantly versatile
Raymond Carver. Two of the stories—later revised for What
We Talk About When We Talk About Love—are particularly
notable in that between the first and the final versions, we see
clearly the astounding process of Carver’s literary
development.
Hailed by Frank O’Connor as one of “the greatest living
storytellers,” J. F. Powers, who died in 1999, stands with
Eudora Welty, Flannery O’Connor, and Raymond Carver
among the authors who have given the short story an
unmistakably American cast. In three slim collections of
perfectly crafted stories, published over a period of some
thirty years and brought together here in a single volume for
the first time, Powers wrote about many things: baseball and
jazz, race riots and lynchings, the Great Depression, and the
flight to the suburbs. His greatest subject, however—and one
that was uniquely his—was the life of priests in Chicago and
the Midwest. Powers’s thoroughly human priests, who
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include do-gooders, gladhanders, wheeler-dealers, petty
tyrants, and even the odd saint, struggle to keep up with the
Joneses in a country unabashedly devoted to consumption.
These beautifully written, deeply sympathetic, and very funny
stories are an unforgettable record of the precarious
balancing act that is American life.
A year of bones, of grave-dirt, relentless work. Of mummified
corpses and chanting priests. A year of rape, suicide, sudden
death. Of friendship too. Of desire. Of love... A year unlike
any other he has lived. Deep in the heart of Paris, its oldest
cemetery is, by 1785, overflowing, tainting the very breath of
those who live nearby. Into their midst comes Jean-Baptiste
Baratte, a young, provincial engineer charged by the king with
demolishing it. At first Baratte sees this as a chance to clear
the burden of history, a fitting task for a modern man of
reason. But before long, he begins to suspect that the
destruction of the cemetery might be a prelude to his own.
Here is the original manuscript of Raymond Carver’s seminal
1981 collection, What We Talk About When We Talk About
Love. Carver is one of the most celebrated short-story writers
in American literature—his style is both instantly recognizable
and hugely influential—and the pieces in What We Talk About
. . ., which portray the gritty loves and lives of the American
working class, are counted among the foundation stones of
the contemporary short story. In this unedited text, we gain
insight into the process of a great writer. These expansive
stories illuminate the many dimensions of Carver’s style, and
are indispensable to our understanding of his legacy. Text
established by William L. Stull and Maureen P. Carroll
Critically evaluates Hemingway's published workings,
including Islands in the Stream, and provides a narrative on
his literary life

Tales of Psychology consists of nineteen short stories
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selected for their insight into human nature and their
merit as fine works of literature. Each story is followed by
a discussion of the psychological principles revealed.
Reading this book will be a unique opportunity for lay
readers and professional psychologists and writers alike
to deepen their knowledge of human psychology. The
book is recommended for students of human nature
enrolled in psychological programs as well as the selftaught. Tales of Psychology demonstrates that artists
can learn the psychological understructure of their
characters from the insight of an experienced
psychologist. Similarly, the stories establish that lay
people can absorb the teachings of these master writers
in a captivating, painless manner. It is entirely possible
that in some cases, reading a particular story can
change the life of a reader, reveal the depths of his or
her own psyche or that of a loved one, demonstrate what
is pathological and requires medical assistance, or
reassure the individual of what is normal behavior. No
one who reads these stories in depth will ever be the
same again.Readers will have a better understanding of
human motivation and behavior. Readers who absorb
the contents of this book will have a better understanding
of character motivation and behavior. As a result, they
will be able to understand individuals better and to adapt
more easily to people in their lives. In many cases they
will understand themselves better, and ,as a result, be
able to lead less conflicted lives. The conclusions
reached in the stories bear out the findings of insightful
psychology in a manner interesting to all.
A candid, perceptive narrative of the author's East Bronx
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childhood, his education, and his experiences and
activities as an increasingly influential writer, editor, and
teacher
Raymond Carver’s third collection of stories, a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize, including the canonical titular story
about blindness and learning to enter the very different
world of another. These twelve stories mark a turning
point in Carver’s work and “overflow with the danger,
excitement, mystery and possibility of life. . . . Carver is a
writer of astonishing compassion and honesty. . . . his
eye set only on describing and revealing the world as he
sees it. His eye is so clear, it almost breaks your heart”
(Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post Book World).
A Study Guide for Raymond Carver's "A Small, Good
Thing," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories
for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study
questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
Pinocchio, The Tale of a Puppet follows the adventures
of a talking wooden puppet whose nose grew longer
whenever he told a lie and who wanted more than
anything else to become a real boy.As carpenter Master
Antonio begins to carve a block of pinewood into a leg
for his table the log shouts out, "Don't strike me too
hard!" Frightened by the talking log, Master Cherry does
not know what to do until his neighbor Geppetto drops by
looking for a piece of wood to build a marionette. Antonio
gives the block to Geppetto. And thus begins the life of
Pinocchio, the puppet that turns into a boy.Pinocchio,
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The Tale of a Puppet is a novel for children by Carlo
Collodi is about the mischievous adventures of
Pinocchio, an animated marionette, and his poor father
and woodcarver Geppetto. It is considered a classic of
children's literature and has spawned many derivative
works of art. But this is not the story we've seen in film
but the original version full of harrowing adventures
faced by Pinnocchio. It includes 40 illustrations.
With this, his first collection of stories, Raymond Carver
breathed new life into the American short story. Carver
shows us the humor and tragedy that dwell in the hearts
of ordinary people; his stories are the classics of our
time. "[Carver's stories] can ... be counted among the
masterpieces of American Literature." --The New York
Times Book Review "One of the great short story writers
of our time--of any time." --The Philadelhpia Inquirer
"The whole collection is a knock out. Few wriers can
match Raymond Carver's entiwining style and language."
--The Dallas Morning News
A Finalist for the 2019 Los Angeles Times Book Prize in
Biography “A complete pleasure to read.” —Lisa Page,
Washington Post Novelist Zora Neale Hurston and poet
Langston Hughes, two of America’s greatest writers,
first met in New York City in 1925. Drawn to each other,
they helped launch a radical journal, Fire!! Later, meeting
by accident in Alabama, they became close as they
traveled together—Hurston interviewing African
Americans for folk stories, Hughes getting his first taste
of the deep South. By illuminating their lives, work,
competitiveness, and ambitions, Yuval Taylor savvily
details how their friendship and literary collaborations
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dead-ended in acrimonious accusations.
This early work by Guy de Maupassant was originally
published in the 1880's. Guy de Maupassant was born in
1850 at the Château de Miromesnil, near Dieppe,
France. He came from a prosperous family, but when
Maupassant was eleven, his mother risked social
disgrace by trying to secure a legal separation from her
husband. After the split, Maupassant lived with his
mother till he was thirteen, and inherited her love of
classical literature. In 1880, Maupassant published his
first – and, according to many, his best – short story,
entitled 'Boule de Suif' ('Ball of Fat'). It was an instant
success. He went on to be extremely prolific during the
1880s, working methodically to produce up to four
volumes of short fiction every year. Many of the earliest
books, particularly those dating back to the 1900's and
before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly
expensive. We are republishing these classic works in
affordable, high quality, modern editions.
One of Raymond Carver’s final collections of poetry,
moving from the beauty of the natural world to thoughts
of mortality and family and art. Throughout, Carver “has
the astonished, chastened voice of a person who has
survived a wreck, as surprised that he had a life before it
as that he has one afterward, willing to remember both
sides” (The New York Times Book Review).
“Some novelists hold a mirror up to the world and some,
like Haruki Murakami, use the mirror as a portal to a
universe hidden beyond it.” —The Wall Street Journal A
mind-bending new collection of short stories from the
internationally acclaimed Haruki Murakami. The eight
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stories in this new book are all told in the first person by
a classic Murakami narrator. From memories of youth,
meditations on music, and an ardent love of baseball, to
dreamlike scenarios and invented jazz albums, together
these stories challenge the boundaries between our
minds and the exterior world. Occasionally, a narrator
may or may not be Murakami himself. Is it memoir or
fiction? The reader decides. Philosophical and
mysterious, the stories in First Person Singular all touch
beautifully on love and solitude, childhood and memory. .
. all with a signature Murakami twist.
By the time of his early death in 1988, Raymond Carver
had established himself as one of the great practitioners
of the American short story, a writer who had not only
found his own voice but imprinted it in the imaginations
of thousands of readers. Where I’m Calling From, his
last collection, encompasses classic stories from
Cathedral, What We Talk About When We Talk About
Love, and earlier Carver volumes, along with seven new
works previously unpublished in book form. Together,
these 37 stories give us a superb overview of Carver’s
life work and show us why he was so widely imitated but
never equaled.
The first biography of america’s best-known short story
writer of the late twentieth century. The London Times
called Raymond Carver "the American Chekhov." The
beloved, mischievous, but more modest short-story
writer and poet thought of himself as "a lucky man"
whose renunciation of alcohol allowed him to live "ten
years longer than I or anyone expected." In that last
decade, Carver became the leading figure in a
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resurgence of the short story. Readers embraced his
precise, sad, often funny and poignant tales of ordinary
people and their troubles: poverty, drunkenness,
embittered marriages, difficulties brought on by neglect
rather than intent. Since Carver died in 1988 at age fifty,
his legacy has been mythologized by admirers and
tainted by controversy over a zealous editor’s shaping of
his first two story collections. Carol Sklenicka penetrates
the myths and controversies. Her decade-long search of
archives across the United States and her extensive
interviews with Carver’s relatives, friends, and
colleagues have enabled her to write the definitive story
of the iconic literary figure. Laced with the voices of
people who knew Carver intimately, her biography offers
a fresh appreciation of his work and an unbiased, vivid
portrait of the writer.
29-year-old Walt Steadman survives a shooting in a
Boston cafe and forms relationships with two other
victims in the aftermath.
These eight new stories from the celebrated novelist and
short-story writer Nathan Englander display a gifted
young author grappling with the great questions of
modern life, with a command of language and the
imagination that place Englander at the very forefront of
contemporary American fiction. The title story, inspired
by Raymond Carver’s masterpiece, is a provocative
portrait of two marriages in which the Holocaust is played
out as a devastating parlor game. In the outlandishly
dark “Camp Sundown” vigilante justice is undertaken by
a group of geriatric campers in a bucolic summer
enclave. “Free Fruit for Young Widows” is a small, sharp
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study in evil, lovingly told by a father to a son. “Sister
Hills” chronicles the history of Israel’s settlements from
the eve of the Yom Kippur War through the present, a
political fable constructed around the tale of two mothers
who strike a terrible bargain to save a child. Marking a
return to two of Englander’s classic themes, “Peep
Show” and “How We Avenged the Blums” wrestle with
sexual longing and ingenuity in the face of adversity and
peril. And “Everything I Know About My Family on My
Mother’s Side” is suffused with an intimacy and
tenderness that break new ground for a writer who
seems constantly to be expanding the parameters of
what he can achieve in the short form. Beautiful and
courageous, funny and achingly sad, Englander’s work
is a revelation.
"Raymond Carver, known in some circles as the
"godfather of minimalism," has been credited by many as
the rejuvenator of the once-dying American short story.
Drawing on representative tales from each of Carver's
major volumes of fiction, Nesset's critical exploration
leads us deep into the heart of Carver country, an eerie
post-industrial world of low-rent survivors." "In this
comprehensive study of Carver, Nesset discusses the
relationship of minimalism and postmodern trends and
the rise of new realism. By locating Carver in the gallery
of American letters, Nesset shows him to be at once
more simple and more complex than we might have
believed, skillfully laying the groundwork for Carver
studies to come."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved
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For justice to prevail, Hawkgirl must face her moment of
truth.
'This is a quite remarkable book, a pleasure to read. Not
only is it clear and informative but also by turns witty,
melancholic and insightful. The book is astonishingly
erudite, but wears this learning so lightly and so
charmingly that it is both easy and gripping to read.'
Robert Eaglestone, Royal Holloway, University of
London Penelope waits by her loom for Odysseus,
Vladimir and Estragon wait for Godot, all of us have to
wait: for buses, phone calls and the kettle to boil. But do
we know what the checking of one's watch and pacing
back and forth is really all about? What is the relationship
between waiting and time? Is there an ethics of waiting,
or even an art of waiting? Do the internet, online
shopping and text messaging mean that waiting has
come to an end? On Waiting explores such and similar
questions in compelling fashion. Drawing on some
fascinating examples, from the philosopher Henri
Bergson's musings on a lump of sugar to Kate Croy
waiting in Wings of the Dove to the writings of Rilke,
Bishop, and Carver, On Waiting examines this everpresent yet overlooked phenomenon from diverse angles
in fascinating style. On Waiting is the first book to
present a philosophy of waiting. Philosophy/Literature
In this study of the late, lamented writer (d. 1988),
Runyon reveals an ambitious metafiction beneath the
terse style of Carver's works and places Carver squarely
in the context of the minimalist debate. Foreword by
Stephen Dobyns. Annotation copyrighted by Book News,
Inc., Portland, OR
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A poignant portrait of the landscapes and people that
would greatly influence Raymond Carver s writing."
The nine stories and one poem collected in this volume
formed the basis for the astonishingly original film “Short
Cuts” directed by Robert Altman. Collected altogether in
this volume, these stories form a searing and indelible
portrait of American innocence and loss. From the
collections Will You Please Be Quiet, Please?, Where
I’m Calling From, What We Talk About When We Talk
About Love, and A New Path to the Waterfall; including
an introduction by Robert Altman. With deadpan humor
and enormous tenderness, this is the work of “one of the
true contemporary masters” (The New York Review of
Books).
Raymond Carver Will Not Raise Our Children is a
brilliantly written story of Dan Charles, a writing professor
who teaches at a small college outside of Pittsburgh. It is
about the daily struggle to survive while raising two
children with his wife. Funny and heartbreakingly real,
author Dave Newman captures the humanity and
heartbreak of one man's struggle to navigate the
vicissitudes of life as a working writer in America. -amazon.com.
“A debut story collection of the rarest kind ... you wish
that every single entry could be an entire novel."
—Entertainment Weekly Fresh, intimate stories of
women’s lives from an extraordinary new literary voice,
laying bare the unexpected beauty and irony in
contemporary life *A Best Book of the Summer: The Wall
Street Journal, Entertainment Weekly, Vogue, Lit Hub,
Vulture, Esquire, Refinery29, and The Millions* A college
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freshman, traveling home, strikesup an odd, ephemeral
friendship with the couple next to her on the plane. A
mother prepares for her son’s wedding, her own life
unraveling as his comes together. A long-lost
stepbrother’s visit to New York prompts a family’s
reckoning with its old taboos. A wife considers the
secrets her marriage once contained. An office worker,
exhausted by the ambitions of the men around her,
emerges into a gridlocked city one afternoon to make a
decision. In these eleven powerful stories, thrilling desire
and melancholic yearning animate women’s lives, from
the brink of adulthood to the labyrinthine path between
twenty and thirty, to middle age, when certain
possibilities quietly elapse. Tender, lucid, and piercingly
funny, Objects of Desire is a collection pulsing with
subtle drama, rich with unforgettable scenes, and alive
with moments of recognition each more startling than the
last—a spellbinding debut that announces a major talent.
This prodigiously rich collection suggests that Raymond
Carver was not only America’s finest writer of short
fiction, but also one of its most large-hearted and
affecting poets. Like Carver’s stories, the more than 300
poems in All of Us are marked by a keen attention to the
physical world; an uncanny ability to compress vast
feeling into discreet moments; a voice of conversational
intimacy, and an unstinting sympathy. This complete
edition brings together all the poems of Carver’s five
previous books, from Fires to the posthumously
published No Heroics, Please. It also contains
bibliographical and textual notes on individual poems; a
chronology of Carver’s life and work; and a moving
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introduction by Carver’s widow, the poet Tess
Gallagher.
In his second collection, including the iconic and muchreferenced title story featured in the Academy Awardwinning film Birdman, Carver establishes his reputation
as one of the most celebrated short-story writers in
American literature—a haunting meditation on love, loss,
and companionship, and finding one’s way through the
dark.
Provides biographical information, detailed discussion of
certain short stories and poems, and innovative activities
for students.
A complete collection of short fiction by the creator of
Philip Marlowe includes stories such as "Blackmailers
Don't Shoot," "The Pencil," and "English Summer."
How God is described today strikes many as mean,
primitive, backward, illogical, tribal, and at odds with the
frontiers of science. At the same time, many intuitively
feel a sense of reverence and awe in the world. Can we
find a new way to talk about God? Pastor and New York
Times bestselling author Rob Bell does here for God
what he did for heaven and hell in Love Wins: he shows
how traditional ideas have grown stale and dysfunctional
and reveals a new path for how to return vitality and
vibrancy to how we understand God. Bell reveals how
we got stuck, why culture resists certain ways of talking
about God, and how we can reconnect with the God who
is with us, for us, and ahead of us, pulling us forward into
a better future—and ready to help us live life to the fullest.
The Thin Tear in the Fabric of Space gathers stories
about coping with grief, trying to love people who have
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died, and—more broadly—leaving old versions of the self
behind, sometimes by choice and sometimes out of
necessity. In each of the nine stories, Douglas Trevor’s
characters are forced to face uncomfortable realities. For
Elena Gavrushnekov in the title story, that means
admitting after the death of her beloved that she still
longs for contact with other human bodies. For Peter in
“Central Square,” it is realizing that, like his deceased
father before him, he is drinking himself to death. Unable
to confront his incapacitated mother and the memory of
the plane crash that killed his father, Edwin Morris in
“Saint Francis in Flint” is compelled to acknowledge that
his saintly aspirations are not what they appear to be,
while Sharon Mackaney in “The Surprising Weight of the
Body's Organs” struggles with uncontrollable outbursts
of rage in the wake of her young son’s death. In
moments of great pain and loss, when self-expression
seems impossible and terribly useless, the characters in
these stories nonetheless discover the tenderness of
others. In “The River,” the narrator finds that the
friendship he has forged with a French girl with whom he
can only just communicate has bred intense, almost
intuitive compassion, while in “Fellowship of the
Bereaved,” the disconsolate brother of the deceased
sister who occupies the empty center of the story
uncovers not only anger in his parents but also empathy
and humor. As these characters persevere in their own
lives, they do so mindful of, and humanized by, the
experiences of having seen people they know and love
slip unexpectedly into the thin tear in the fabric of space:
that quiet chasm that so resolutely separates the living
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from the dead.
CathedralVintage
Raymond Carver’s complete uncollected fiction and
nonfiction, including the five posthumously discovered
“last” stories, found a decade after Carver’s death and
published here in book form for the first time. Call If You
Need Me includes all of the prose previously collected in
No Heroics, Please, four essays from Fires, and those
five marvelous stories that range over the period of
Carver’s mature writing and give his devoted readers a
final glimpse of the great writer at work. The pure
pleasure of Carver’s writing is everywhere in his work,
here no less than in those stories that have already
entered the canon of modern literature.
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