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A Thirst For Empire How Tea Shaped The Modern
World
The Emperor is dead. Long live the Empire. General Bordan has a lifetime of duty and
sacrifice behind him in the service of the Empire. But with rebellion brewing in the
countryside, and assassins, thieves and politicians vying for power in the city, it is all
Bordan can do to protect the heir to the throne. Apprentice Magician Kyron is assigned
to the late Emperor’s honour guard escorting his body on the long road back to the
capital. Mistrusted and feared by his own people, even a magician’s power may fail
when enemies emerge from the forests, for whoever is in control of the Emperor’s
body, controls the succession. Seven lives and seven deaths to seal the fate of the
Empire.
Describes the turbulent history of the Indus River, one of the largest in the world,
presenting a historical narrative of the people and civilizations that have lived along its
banks in Tibet, India and Pakistan through time. Original.
In the year, 2060, Sophie, a top female scientist, dismantles the government weather
modification program and steals the male and female trans-humans who hold the
promise of extended life. While the remaining inhabitants of Earth are forced to design
new underground habitats in order to survive a harsh, overheated world, Captain
Rachel Chen, takes the worldship Persephone to Proxima Centauri, hoping that this
new star system will provide a refuge for the survivors of the human race.
BOOK ONE IN THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING SERIES Instant New York
Times bestseller From #1 New York Times bestselling author Sabaa Tahir Amazon's
Best Young Adult Book of 2015 People's Choice Award winner - Favorite Fantasy
Bustle's Best Young Adult Book of 2015 "This novel is a harrowing, haunting reminder
of what it means to be human -- and how hope might be kindled in the midst of
oppression and fear." -- The Washington Post "An Ember in the Ashes could launch
Sabaa Tahir into JK Rowling territory...It has the addictive quality of The Hunger Games
combined with the fantasy of Harry Potter and the brutality of Game of
Thrones."--Public Radio International "An Ember in the Ashes glows, burns, and
smolders--as beautiful and radiant as it is searing."--Huffington Post "A worthy novel and one as brave as its characters." --The New York Times Book Review Laia is a
slave. Elias is a soldier. Neither is free. Under the Martial Empire, defiance is met with
death. Those who do not vow their blood and bodies to the Emperor risk the execution
of their loved ones and the destruction of all they hold dear. It is in this brutal world,
inspired by ancient Rome, that Laia lives with her grandparents and older brother. The
family ekes out an existence in the Empire's impoverished backstreets. They do not
challenge the Empire. They've seen what happens to those who do. But when Laia's
brother is arrested for treason, Laia is forced to make a decision. In exchange for help
from rebels who promise to rescue her brother, she will risk her life to spy for them from
within the Empire's greatest military academy. There, Laia meets Elias, the school's
finest soldier--and secretly, its most unwilling. Elias wants only to be free of the tyranny
he's being trained to enforce. He and Laia will soon realize that their destinies are
intertwined--and that their choices will change the fate of the Empire itself.
In Conquerors, New York Times bestselling author Roger Crowley gives us the epic
story of the emergence of Portugal, a small, poor nation that enjoyed a century of
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maritime supremacy thanks to the daring and navigational skill of its explorers—a tactical
advantage no other country could match. Portugal’s discovery of a sea route to India,
campaign of imperial conquest over Muslim rulers, and domination of the spice trade
would forever disrupt the Mediterranean and build the first global economy. Crowley
relies on letters and eyewitness testimony to tell the story of tiny Portugal’s rapid and
breathtaking rise to power. Conquerors reveals the Império Português in all of its
splendor and ferocity, bringing to life the personalities of the enterprising and fanatical
house of Aviz. Figures such as King Manuel “the Fortunate,” João II “the Perfect
Prince,” marauding governor Afonso de Albuquerque, and explorer Vasco da Gama
juggled their private ambitions and the public aims of the empire, often suffering
astonishing losses in pursuit of a global fortune. Also central to the story of Portugal’s
ascent was its drive to eradicate Islamic culture and establish a Christian empire in the
Indian Ocean. Portuguese explorers pushed deep into the African continent in search of
the mythical Christian king Prester John, and they ruthlessly besieged Indian port cities
in their attempts to monopolize trade. The discovery of a route to India around the horn
of Africa was not only a brilliant breakthrough in navigation but heralded a complete
upset of the world order. For the next century, no European empire was more
ambitious, no rulers more rapacious than the kings of Portugal. In the process they
created the first long-range maritime empire and set in motion the forces of
globalization that now shape our world. At Crowley’s hand, the complete story of the
Portuguese empire and the human cost of its ambition can finally be told. Praise for
Conquerors “Excellent . . . Crowley’s interpretations are nuanced and fair.”—The
Christian Science Monitor “In a riveting narrative, Crowley chronicles Portugal's
horrifically violent trajectory from ‘impoverished, marginal’ nation to European power,
vying with Spain and Venice to dominate the spice trade.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred
review) “Brings to life the Portuguese explorers . . . perfect for anyone who likes a high
seas tale.”—Publishers Weekly “Readers of Crowley’s previous books will not be
disappointed by this exciting tale of sea battles, land campaigns and shipwrecks. . . .
Crowley makes a good case for reclaiming Portugal’s significance as forger of the first
global empire.”—The Daily Telegraph “Crowley has shown a rare gift for combining
compelling narrative with lightly worn academic thoroughness as well as for balancing
the human with the geopolitical—qualities on display here. The story he has to tell may
be a thrilling one but not every historian could tell it so thrillingly.”—Michael Prodger,
Financial Times “A fast-moving and highly readable narrative . . . [Crowley’s] detailed
reconstruction of events is based on a close reading of the works of the chroniclers,
notably Barros and Correa, whose accounts were written in the tradition of the
chronicles of chivalry.”—History Today
The British were slow to take to tea, lagging behind the Portuguese and Dutch, and
even the French. When they finally took it to their hearts, however, it became a national
obsession. They covered their kingdom with tea gardens and tea shops. The taxation of
tea led to massive smuggling, and the loss of their American empire.
Apart from water, tea is more widely consumed than any other food or drink. Tens of
billions of cups are drunk every day. How and why has tea conquered the world? Tea
was the first global product. It altered life-styles, religions, etiquette and aesthetics. It
raised nations and shattered empires. Economies were changed out of all recognition.
Diseases were thwarted by the magical drink and cities founded on it. The industrial
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revolution was fuelled by tea, sealing the fate of the modern world. Green Gold is a
remarkable detective story of how an East Himalayan camellia bush became the
world's favourite drink. Discover how the tea plant came to be transplanted onto every
continent and relive the stories of the men and women whose lives were transformed
out of all recognition through contact with the deceptively innocuous green leaf.
In Shopping for Pleasure, Erika Rappaport reconstructs London's Victorian and
Edwardian West End as an entertainment and retail center. In this neighborhood of
stately homes, royal palaces, and spacious parks and squares, a dramatic
transformation unfolded that ultimately changed the meaning of femininity and the lives
of women, shaping their experience of modernity. Rappaport illuminates the various
forces of the period that encouraged and discouraged women's enjoyment of public life
and particularly shows how shopping came to be seen as the quintessential leisure
activity for middle- and upper-class women. Through extensive histories of department
stores, women's magazines, clubs, teashops, restaurants, and the theater as
interwoven sites of consumption, Shopping for Pleasure uncovers how a new female
urban culture emerged before and after the turn of the twentieth century. Moving
beyond the question of whether shopping promoted or limited women's freedom, the
author draws on diverse sources to explore how business practices, legal decisions,
and cultural changes affected women in the market. In particular, she focuses on how
and why stores presented themselves as pleasurable, secure places for the urban
woman, in some cases defining themselves as instrumental to civic improvement and
women's emancipation. Rappaport also considers such influences as merchandizing
strategies, credit policies, changes in public transportation, feminism, and the financial
balance of power within the home. Shopping for Pleasure is thus both a social and
cultural history of the West End, but on a broader scale it reveals the essential interplay
between the rise of consumer society, the birth of modern femininity, and the making of
contemporary London.

A thrilling narrative of Winston Churchill's extraordinary and little-known exploits
during the Boer War. Churchill arrived in South Africa in 1899, valet and crates of
vintage wine in tow, there to cover the brutal colonial war the British were fighting
with Boer rebels. But just two weeks after his arrival Churchill was taken prisoner
... The story of his escape is incredible enough, but then Churchill enlisted,
returned to South Africa, fought in several battles, and ultimately liberated the
men with whom he had been imprisoned. Hero of Empire is more than an
adventure story, for the lessons Churchill took from the Boer War would
profoundly affect twentieth-century history.
A history of capitalism in nineteenth- and twentieth-century China and India
exploring the competition between their tea industriesTea remains the world’s
most popular commercial drink today, and at the turn of the twentieth century, it
represented the largest export industry of both China and colonial India. In
analyzing the global competition between Chinese and Indian tea, Andrew B. Liu
challenges past economic histories premised on the technical “divergence”
between the West and the Rest, arguing instead that seemingly traditional
technologies and practices were central to modern capital accumulation across
Asia. He shows how competitive pressures compelled Chinese merchants to
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adopt abstract, industrial conceptions of time, while colonial planters in India
pushed for labor indenture laws to support factory-style tea plantations. Further,
characterizations of China and India as premodern backwaters, he explains,
were themselves the historical result of new notions of political economy adopted
by Chinese and Indian nationalists, who discovered that these abstract ideas
corresponded to concrete social changes in their local surroundings. Together,
these stories point toward a more flexible and globally oriented conceptualization
of the history of capitalism in China and India.
"The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its centrality in the
world economy, and its making and remaking of global capitalism. Sven Beckert's
rich, fascinating book tells the story of how, in a remarkably brief period,
European entrepreneurs and powerful statesmen recast the world's most
significant manufacturing industry combining imperial expansion and slave labor
with new machines and wage workers to change the world. Here is the story of
how, beginning well before the advent of machine production in 1780, these men
created a potent innovation (Beckert calls it war capitalism, capitalism based on
unrestrained actions of private individuals; the domination of masters over slaves,
of colonial capitalists over indigenous inhabitants), and crucially affected the
disparate realms of cotton that had existed for millennia. We see how this thing
called war capitalism shaped the rise of cotton, and then was used as a lever to
transform the world. The empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a fulcrum of
constant global struggle between slaves and planters, merchants and statesmen,
farmers and merchants, workers and factory owners. In this as in so many other
ways, Beckert makes clear how these forces ushered in the modern world. The
result is a book as unsettling and disturbing as it is enlightening: a book that
brilliantly weaves together the story of cotton with how the present global world
came to exist"--Résumé de l'éditeur.
BOOK ONE IN THE BROKEN EMPIRE TRILOGY “Prince of Thorns deserves
attention as the work of an iconoclast who seems determined to turn that familiar
thing, Medievalesque Fantasy Trilogy, entirely on its head.”—Locus When he was
nine, he watched as his mother and brother were killed before him. By the time
he was thirteen, he was the leader of a band of bloodthirsty thugs. By fifteen, he
intends to be king... It’s time for Prince Honorous Jorg Ancrath to return to the
castle he turned his back on, to take what’s rightfully his. Since the day he hung
pinned on the thorns of a briar patch and watched Count Renar’s men slaughter
his mother and young brother, Jorg has been driven to vent his rage. Life and
death are no more than a game to him—and he has nothing left to lose. But
treachery awaits him in his father’s castle. Treachery and dark magic. No matter
how fierce his will, can one young man conquer enemies with power beyond his
imagining?
A Thirst for EmpireHow Tea Shaped the Modern WorldPrinceton University Press
The classic text, with a new introduction by Anthony Barnett In this classic text,
first published in 1977, Tom Nairn memorably depicts the “slow foundering” of
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the United Kingdom on the rocks of constitutional anachronism, its fall from
empire and the gathering force of civic nationalism. Rich in comparisons between
the nationalisms of the British Isles and those of the wider world, The Break-Up
of Britain concludes by reflecting on the Janus-faced nature of national identity.
Postscripts from the Thatcher and New Labour years trace the political strategies
whose upshot accelerated the demise of a British order they were intended to
serve. As a second Scottish independence referendum beckons, a new
introduction by openDemocracy’s Anthony Barnett underlines the book’s
enduring relevance.
From the award-winning and bestselling author of Ghost Wars and Directorate S,
an “extraordinary” and “monumental” exposé of Big Oil (The Washington Post)
Includes a profile of current Secretary of State and former chairman and chief
executive of ExxonMobil, Rex Tillerson In this, the first hard-hitting examination of
ExxonMobil—the largest and most powerful private corporation in the United
States—Steve Coll reveals the true extent of its power. Private Empire pulls back
the curtain, tracking the corporation’s recent history and its central role on the
world stage, beginning with the Exxon Valdez accident in 1989 and leading to the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010. The action spans the
globe—featuring kidnapping cases, civil wars, and high-stakes struggles at the
Kremlin—and the narrative is driven by larger-than-life characters, including
corporate legend Lee “Iron Ass” Raymond, ExxonMobil’s chief executive until
2005, and current chairman and chief executive Rex Tillerson, President-elect
Donald Trump's nomination for Secretary of State. A penetrating, news-breaking
study, Private Empire is a defining portrait of Big Oil in American politics and
foreign policy.
In 1739, Qaraar Ali, a young craftsman from Delhi witnesses the destruction of
his world as he has known it. His wondrous city where he found love, spirituality,
the friendship of poets and philosophers becomes a desolate, scorching hell.
From the embers of his past, a journey begins; one which takes him into the
depths of Sufi philosophy. Traversing spectacular landscapes of a fading Mughal
empire, a turbulent central Asia and Persia, a culturally retreating Ottoman
empire and declining Spanish influence, Qaraar Ali finds hope in the sacred
Geometry of the Sufis through which he attempts at rebuilding his life and
rediscovering love. A deeply passionate love story imbued with spirituality,
acceptance, compassion and redemption, The Lost Fragrance of Infinity gives a
much deserved voice to Sufism and its contributions to humanity, art,
mathematics, mysticism and science.
A rich and ambitious history reframing the Industrial Revolution, the expansion of
the British empire, and the emergence of industrial capitalism as inextricable from
the gun trade. From the seventeenth to the nineteenth century, the industrial
revolution transformed Britain from an agricultural and artisanal economy to one
dominated by industry, ushering in unprecedented growth in technology and
trade and putting the country at the center of the global economy. But the
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commonly accepted story of the industrial revolution, anchored in images of
cotton factories and steam engines invented by unfettered geniuses, overlooks
the true root of economic and industrial expansion: the lucrative military
contracting that enabled the country's near-constant state of war in the
eighteenth century. Demand for the guns and other war materiel that allowed
British armies, navies, mercenaries, traders, settlers, and adventurers to conquer
an immense share of the globe in turn drove the rise of innumerable associated
industries, from metalworking to banking. Bookended by the Glorious Revolution
of 1688 and the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, this book traces the social
and material life of British guns over a century of near-constant war and violence
at home and abroad. Priya Satia develops this story through the life of prominent
British gun-maker and Quaker Samuel Galton Jr., who was asked to answer for
the moral defensibility of producing guns as new uses like anonymous mass
violence rose. Reconciling the pacifist tenet of his faith with his perception of the
economic realities of the time, Galton argued that war was driving the industrial
economy, making everyone inescapably complicit in it. Through his story, Satia
illuminates Britain's emergence as a global superpower, the roots of the
government's role in economic development, and the origins of our own era's
debates over gun control and military contracting.
Introduction: A soldiers' tea party in Surrey -- Part I. Anxious relations -- "A China
drink approved by all physicians" : setting the early modern tea table -- The
temperance tea table : making a sober consumer culture in the nineteenth
century -- "A little opium, sweet words, and cheap guns" : planting a global
industry in Assam -- Packaging China : advertising food safety in a global
marketplace -- Part II. Imperial tastes -- Industry and empire : manufacturing
imperial tastes in Victorian Britain -- The planter abroad : building foreign markets
in the fin-de-siecle -- "Every kitchen an empire kitchen": the politics of imperial
consumerism -- "Tea revives the world" : selling vitality during the Depression -"Hot drinks means much in the jungle" : tea in the service of war -- Part III.
Aftertastes -- Leftovers? : an imperial industry at the end of empire -- "Join the
tea set" : youth, modernity, and the legacies of empire during the swinging sixties
We may not realize it, but truth and place are inextricably linked. For ancient
Greeks, temples and statues clustered on the side of Mount Parnassus affirmed
their belief that predictions from the oracle at Delphi were accurate. The trust we
have in Thoreau’s wisdom depends in part on how skillfully he made Walden
Pond into a perfect place for discerning timeless truths about the universe.
Courthouses and laboratories are designed and built to exacting specifications so
that their architectural conditions legitimate the rendering of justice and discovery
of natural fact. The on-site commemoration of the struggle for civil rights—Seneca,
Selma, and Stonewall—reminds people of slow but significant political progress
and of unfinished business. What do all these places have in common? Thomas
F. Gieryn calls these locations “truth-spots,” places that lend credibility to beliefs
and claims about natural and social reality, about the past and future, and about
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identity and the transcendent. In Truth-Spots, Gieryn gives readers an elegant,
rigorous rendering of the provenance of ideas, uncovering the geographic
location where they are found or made, a spot built up with material stuff and
endowed with cultural meaning and value. These kinds of places—including
botanical gardens, naturalists’ field-sites, Henry Ford’s open-air historical
museum, and churches and chapels along the pilgrimage way to Santiago de
Compostela in Spain—would seem at first to have little in common. But each is a
truth-spot, a place that makes people believe. Truth may well be the daughter of
time, Gieryn argues, but it is also the son of place.
The Victorian period, viewed in the West as a time of self-confident progress,
was experienced by Asians as a catastrophe. As the British gunned down the last
heirs to the Mughal Empire, burned down the Summer Palace in Beijing, or
humiliated the bankrupt rulers of the Ottoman Empire, it was clear that for Asia to
recover a vast intellectual effort would be required. Pankaj Mishra's fascinating,
highly entertaining new book tells the story of a remarkable group of men from
across the continent who met the challenge of the West. Incessantly travelling,
questioning and agonising, they both hated the West and recognised that an
Asian renaissance needed to be fuelled in part by engagement with the enemy.
Through many setbacks and wrong turns, a powerful, contradictory and ultimately
unstoppable series of ideas were created that now lie behind everything from the
Chinese Communist Party to Al Qaeda, from Indian nationalism to the Muslim
Brotherhood. Mishra allows the reader to see the events of two centuries anew,
through the eyes of the journalists, poets, radicals and charismatics who crisscrossed Europe and Asia and created the ideas which lie behind the powerful
Asian nations of the twenty-first century.
As the twenty-first century dawns, China stands at a crossroads. The largest and
most populous country on earth and currently the world's second biggest
economy, China has recently reclaimed its historic place at the center of global
affairs after decades of internal chaos and disastrous foreign relations. But even
as China tentatively reengages with the outside world, the contradictions of its
development risks pushing it back into an era of insularity and instability—a
regression that, as China's recent history shows, would have serious implications
for all other nations. In Restless Empire, award-winning historian Odd Arne
Westad traces China's complex foreign affairs over the past 250 years,
identifying the forces that will determine the country's path in the decades to
come. Since the height of the Qing Empire in the eighteenth century, China's
interactions—and confrontations—with foreign powers have caused its worldview to
fluctuate wildly between extremes of dominance and subjugation, emulation and
defiance. From the invasion of Burma in the 1760s to the Boxer Rebellion in the
early 20th century to the 2001 standoff over a downed U.S. spy plane, many of
these encounters have left Chinese with a lingering sense of humiliation and
resentment, and inflamed their notions of justice, hierarchy, and Chinese
centrality in world affairs. Recently, China's rising influence on the world stage
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has shown what the country stands to gain from international cooperation and
openness. But as Westad shows, the nation's success will ultimately hinge on its
ability to engage with potential international partners while simultaneously
safeguarding its own strength and stability. An in-depth study by one of our most
respected authorities on international relations and contemporary East Asian
history, Restless Empire is essential reading for anyone wishing to understand
the recent past and probable future of this dynamic and complex nation.
When students gathered in a London coffeehouse and smoked tobacco; when
Yorkshire women sipped sugar-infused tea; or when a Glasgow family ate a bowl
of Indian curry, were they aware of the mechanisms of imperial rule and trade
that made such goods readily available? In Eating the Empire, Troy Bickham
unfolds the extraordinary role that food played in shaping Britain during the long
eighteenth century (circa 1660–1837), when such foreign goods as coffee, tea,
and sugar went from rare luxuries to some of the most ubiquitous commodities in
Britain—reaching even the poorest and remotest of households. Bickham reveals
how trade in the empire’s edibles underpinned the emerging consumer
economy, fomenting the rise of modern retailing, visual advertising, and
consumer credit, and, via taxes, financed the military and civil bureaucracy that
secured, governed, and spread the British Empire.
This book explores the links among ecology, disease, and international politics in
the context of the Greater Caribbean - the landscapes lying between Surinam
and the Chesapeake - in the seventeenth through early twentieth centuries.
Ecological changes made these landscapes especially suitable for the vector
mosquitoes of yellow fever and malaria, and these diseases wrought systematic
havoc among armies and would-be settlers. Because yellow fever confers
immunity on survivors of the disease, and because malaria confers resistance,
these diseases played partisan roles in the struggles for empire and revolution,
attacking some populations more severely than others. In particular, yellow fever
and malaria attacked newcomers to the region, which helped keep the Spanish
Empire Spanish in the face of predatory rivals in the seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries. In the late eighteenth and through the nineteenth century,
these diseases helped revolutions to succeed by decimating forces sent out from
Europe to prevent them.
From the environmental activist, consumer advocate, and renowned crusader—a
stirring call to action that gives us the tools we need to take action ourselves, to
make our voices heard, to ensure our water is safe, and to finally bring about
change. Clean water is as basic to life on planet Earth as hydrogen or oxygen. In
her long-awaited book—her first to reckon with the condition of water on our
planet—Erin Brockovich shows us what’s at stake. She writes powerfully of the
fraudulent science disguising our national water crisis: Cancer clusters are not
being reported. People in Detroit and the state of New Jersey don’t have clean
water. The drinking water for more than six million Americans contains unsafe
levels of industrial chemicals linked to cancer and other health issues. The saga
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of PG&E continues to this day. Yet communities and people around the country
are fighting to make an impact, and Brockovich tells us their stories. In
Poughkeepsie, New York, a water operator responded to his customers’
concerns and changed his system to create some of the safest water in the
country. Local moms in Hannibal, Missouri, became the first citizens in the nation
to file an ordinance prohibiting the use of ammonia in their public drinking water.
Like them, we can each protect our right to clean water by fighting for better
enforcement of laws, new legislation, and stronger regulations.
How the global tea industry influenced the international economy and the rise of mass
consumerism Tea has been one of the most popular commodities in the world. Over centuries,
profits from its growth and sales funded wars and fueled colonization, and its cultivation
brought about massive changes—in land use, labor systems, market practices, and social
hierarchies—the effects of which are with us even today. A Thirst for Empire takes a vast and in
depth historical look at how men and women—through the tea industry in Europe, Asia, North
America, and Africa—transformed global tastes and habits and in the process created our
modern consumer society. As Erika Rappaport shows, between the seventeenth and twentieth
centuries the boundaries of the tea industry and the British Empire overlapped but were never
identical, and she highlights the economic, political, and cultural forces that enabled the British
Empire to dominate—but never entirely control—the worldwide production, trade, and
consumption of tea. Rappaport delves into how Europeans adopted, appropriated, and altered
Chinese tea culture to build a widespread demand for tea in Britain and other global markets
and a plantation-based economy in South Asia and Africa. Tea was among the earliest colonial
industries in which merchants, planters, promoters, and retailers used imperial resources to
pay for global advertising and political lobbying. The commercial model that tea inspired still
exists and is vital for understanding how politics and publicity influence the international
economy. An expansive and original global history of imperial tea, A Thirst for Empire
demonstrates the ways that this fluid and powerful enterprise helped shape the contemporary
world.
Before the advent of synthetic fibers and cargo containers, jute sacks were the preferred
packaging material of global trade, transporting the world's grain, cotton, sugar, tobacco,
coffee, wool, guano, and bacon. Jute was the second-most widely consumed fiber in the world,
after cotton. While the sack circulated globally, the plant was cultivated almost exclusively by
peasant smallholders in a small corner of the world: the Bengal delta. This book examines how
jute fibers entangled the delta's peasantry in the rhythms and vicissitudes of global capital.
Taking readers from the nineteenth-century high noon of the British Raj to the early years of
post-partition Pakistan in the mid-twentieth century, Tariq Omar Ali traces how the global
connections wrought by jute transformed every facet of peasant life: practices of work, leisure,
domesticity, and sociality; ideas and discourses of justice, ethics, piety, and religiosity; and
political commitments and actions. Ali examines how peasant life was structured and
restructured with oscillations in global commodity markets, as the nineteenth-century period of
peasant consumerism and prosperity gave way to debt and poverty in the twentieth century. A
Local History of Global Capital traces how jute bound the Bengal delta's peasantry to turbulent
global capital, and how global commodity markets shaped everyday peasant life and
determined the difference between prosperity and poverty, survival and starvation.
Founder of The Boston Beer Company, brewer of Samuel Adams Boston Lager, and a key
catalyst of the American craft beer revolution, Jim Koch offers his unique perspective when it
comes to business, beer, and turning your passion into a successful company or career. In
1984, it looked like an unwinnable David and Goliath struggle: one guy against the mammoth
American beer industry. When others scoffed at Jim Koch’s plan to leave his consulting job
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and start a brewery that would challenge American palates, he chose a nineteenth-century
family recipe and launched Samuel Adams. Now one of America’s leading craft breweries,
Samuel Adams has redefined the way Americans think about beer and helped spur a craft
beer revolution. In Quench Your Own Thirst, Koch offers unprecedented insights into the
whirlwind ride from scrappy start-up to thriving public company. His innovative business model
and refreshingly frank stories offer counterintuitive lessons that you can apply to business and
to life. Koch covers everything from finding your own Yoda to his theory on how a piece of
string can teach you the most important lesson you’ll ever learn about business. He also has
surprising advice on sales, marketing, hiring, and company culture. Koch’s anecdotes, quirky
musings, and bits of wisdom go far beyond brewing. A fun, engaging guide for building a
career or launching a successful business based on your passions, Quench Your Own Thirst is
the key to the ultimate dream: being successful while doing what you love.
In The spirits of America, Burns relates that drinking was "the first national pastime," and
shows how it shaped American politics and culture from the earliest colonial days. He details
the transformation of alcohol from virtue to vice and back again and how it was thought of as
both scourge and medicine. He tells us how "the great American thirst" developed over the
centuries, and how reform movements and laws sprang up to combat it. Burns brings back to
life such vivid characters as Carrie Nation and other crusaders against drink. He informs us
that, in the final analysis, Prohibition, the culmination of the reformers' quest, had as much to
do with politics and economics and geography as it did with spirituous beverage.
'May God forgive us for our sorry deeds and for our glorious intentions'. So wrote Hugh
Clifford, in his best selling novel, Saleh, written while he was acting governor of Trinidad, in
1904.
A dramatic historical narrative of the man who stole the secret of tea from China In 1848, the
British East India Company, having lost its monopoly on the tea trade, engaged Robert
Fortune, a Scottish gardener, botanist, and plant hunter, to make a clandestine trip into the
interior of China—territory forbidden to foreigners—to steal the closely guarded secrets of tea
horticulture and manufacturing. For All the Tea in China is the remarkable account of Fortune's
journeys into China—a thrilling narrative that combines history, geography, botany, natural
science, and old-fashioned adventure. Disguised in Mandarin robes, Fortune ventured deep
into the country, confronting pirates, hostile climate, and his own untrustworthy men as he
made his way to the epicenter of tea production, the remote Wu Yi Shan hills. One of the most
daring acts of corporate espionage in history, Fortune's pursuit of China's ancient secret
makes for a classic nineteenth-century adventure tale, one in which the fate of empires hinges
on the feats of one extraordinary man.
*Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award* *A New York Times
Notable Book* *Winner of the Texas Book Award and the Oklahoma Book Award* This New
York Times bestseller and stunning historical account of the forty-year battle between
Comanche Indians and white settlers for control of the American West “is nothing short of a
revelation…will leave dust and blood on your jeans” (The New York Times Book Review).
Empire of the Summer Moon spans two astonishing stories. The first traces the rise and fall of
the Comanches, the most powerful Indian tribe in American history. The second entails one of
the most remarkable narratives ever to come out of the Old West: the epic saga of the pioneer
woman Cynthia Ann Parker and her mixed-blood son Quanah, who became the last and
greatest chief of the Comanches. Although readers may be more familiar with the tribal names
Apache and Sioux, it was in fact the legendary fighting ability of the Comanches that
determined when the American West opened up. Comanche boys became adept bareback
riders by age six; full Comanche braves were considered the best horsemen who ever rode.
They were so masterful at war and so skillful with their arrows and lances that they stopped the
northern drive of colonial Spain from Mexico and halted the French expansion westward from
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Louisiana. White settlers arriving in Texas from the eastern United States were surprised to
find the frontier being rolled backward by Comanches incensed by the invasion of their tribal
lands. The war with the Comanches lasted four decades, in effect holding up the development
of the new American nation. Gwynne’s exhilarating account delivers a sweeping narrative that
encompasses Spanish colonialism, the Civil War, the destruction of the buffalo herds, and the
arrival of the railroads, and the amazing story of Cynthia Ann Parker and her son Quanah—a
historical feast for anyone interested in how the United States came into being. Hailed by
critics, S. C. Gwynne’s account of these events is meticulously researched, intellectually
provocative, and, above all, thrillingly told. Empire of the Summer Moon announces him as a
major new writer of American history.
In the decade and a half before his untimely death at 46, Philip Lawson had already achieved
more than many historians. This posthumously published collection brings together his work on
the British overseas expansion during the 'long' 18th century and includes two previously
unpublished essays. The first articles deal with general issues of approach and interpretation,
with Canada and the thirteen colonies, and with India and the empire of tea. The final essays
illustrate Anglo-Indian relations and the tea trade, showing the relationship between the
establishment of Indian tea plantations, the growth of the tea trade, and the political and
cultural impact of tea drinking on the British and their colonists. Taken together these studies
make an outstanding contribution to the field, important to anyone interested in the history of
Hanoverian Britain as an imperial power.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
The Glory of the Empire is the rich and absorbing history of an extraordinary empire, at one
point a rival to Rome. Rulers such as Basil the Great of Onessa, who founded the Empire but
whose treacherous ways made him a byword for infamy, and the romantic Alexis the bastard,
who dallied in the fleshpots of Egypt, studied Taoism and Buddhism, returned to save the
Empire from civil war, and then retired “to learn to die,” come alive in The Glory of the Empire,
along with generals, politicians, prophets, scoundrels, and others. Jean d’Ormesson also goes
into the daily life of the Empire, its popular customs, and its contribution to the arts and the
sciences, which, as he demonstrates, exercised an influence on the world as a whole, from the
East to the West, and whose repercussions are still felt today. But it is all fiction, a thought
experiment worthy of Jorge Luis Borges, and in the end The Glory of the Empire emerges as a
great shimmering mirage, filling us with wonder even as it makes us wonder at the fugitive
nature of power and the meaning of history itself.
Whatever your favourite tipple, when you pour yourself a drink, you have the past in a glass.
You can likely find them all in your own kitchen — beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, cola. Line
them up on the counter, and there you have it: thousands of years of human history in six
drinks. Tom Standage opens a window onto the past in this tour of six beverages that remain
essentials today. En route he makes fascinating forays into the byways of western culture:
Why were ancient Egyptians buried with beer? Why was wine considered a “classier” drink
than beer by the Romans? How did rum grog help the British navy defeat Napoleon? What is
the relationship between coffee and revolution? And how did Coca-Cola become the number
one poster-product for globalization decades before the term was even coined?
Although tea had been known and consumed in China and Japan for centuries, it was only in
the seventeenth century that Londoners first began drinking it. Over the next two hundred
years, its stimulating properties seduced all of British society, as tea found its way into cottages
and castles alike. One of the first truly global commodities and now the world’s most popular
drink, tea has also, today, come to epitomize British culture and identity. This impressively
detailed book offers a rich cultural history of tea, from its ancient origins in China to its spread
around the world. The authors recount tea’s arrival in London and follow its increasing
salability and import via the East India Company throughout the eighteenth century,
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inaugurating the first regular exchange—both commercial and cultural—between China and
Britain. They look at European scientists’ struggles to understand tea’s history and medicinal
properties, and they recount the ways its delicate flavor and exotic preparation have enchanted
poets and artists. Exploring everything from its everyday use in social settings to the political
and economic controversies it has stirred—such as the Boston Tea Party and the First Opium
War—they offer a multilayered look at what was ultimately an imperial industry, a collusion—and
often clash—between the world’s greatest powers over control of a simple beverage that has
become an enduring pastime.
How rebellious colonies changed British attitudes to empire Insurgent Empire shows how
Britain’s enslaved and colonial subjects were active agents in their own liberation. What is
more, they shaped British ideas of freedom and emancipation back in the United Kingdom.
Priyamvada Gopal examines a century of dissent on the question of empire and shows how
British critics of empire were influenced by rebellions and resistance in the colonies, from the
West Indies and East Africa to Egypt and India. In addition, a pivotal role in fomenting
resistance was played by anticolonial campaigners based in London, right at the heart of
empire. Much has been written on how colonized peoples took up British and European ideas
and turned them against empire when making claims to freedom and self-determination.
Insurgent Empire sets the record straight in demonstrating that these people were much more
than victims of imperialism or, subsequently, the passive beneficiaries of an enlightened British
conscience—they were insurgents whose legacies shaped and benefited the nation that once
oppressed them.
In this grand and thrilling narrative, the acclaimed biographer of Magellan, Columbus, and
Marco Polo brings alive the singular life and adventures of Sir Francis Drake, the
pirate/explorer/admiral whose mastery of the seas during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I
changed the course of history “Bergreen masterly portrays ... the swashbuckling life and times
of the explorer who achieved what Magellan could not—and made England’s fortune in the
process.” —Kirkus, STARRED review Before he was secretly dispatched by Queen Elizabeth to
circumnavigate the globe, or was called upon to save England from the Spanish Armada,
Francis Drake was perhaps the most wanted–and successful–pirate ever to sail. Nicknamed
"El Draque" by the Spaniards who placed a bounty on his head, the notorious red-haired, hottempered Drake pillaged galleons laden with New World gold and silver, stealing a vast fortune
for his queen–and himself. For Elizabeth, Drake made the impossible real, serving as a crucial
and brilliantly adaptable instrument of her ambitions to transform England from a third-rate
island kingdom into a global imperial power. In 1580, sailing on Elizabeth's covert orders,
Drake became the first captain to circumnavigate the earth successfully. (Ferdinand Magellan
had died in his attempt.) Part exploring expedition, part raiding mission, Drake's audacious
around-the-world journey in the Golden Hind reached Patagonia, the Pacific Coast of presentday California and Oregon, the Spice Islands, Java, and Africa. Almost a decade later,
Elizabeth called upon Drake again. As the devil-may-care vice admiral of the English fleet,
Drake dramatically defeated the once-invincible Spanish Armada, spurring the British Empire’s
ascent and permanently wounding its greatest rival. The relationship between Drake and
Elizabeth is the missing link in our understanding of the rise of the British Empire, and its
importance has not been fully described or appreciated. Framed around Drake’s key voyages
as a window into this crucial moment in British history, In Search of a Kingdom is a rousing
adventure narrative entwining epic historical themes with intimate passions.
"Tea has been one of the most popular commodities in the world. Over centuries, profits from
its growth and sales funded wars and fueled colonization, and its cultivation brought about
massive changes--in land use, labor systems, market practices, and social hierarchies--the
effects of which are with us even today. A Thirst for Empire takes a vast and in-depth historical
look at how men and women--through the tea industry in Europe, Asia, North America, and
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Africa--transformed global tastes and habits and in the process created our modern consumer
society. As Erika Rappaport shows, between the seventeenth and twentieth centuries the
boundaries of the tea industry and the British Empire overlapped but were never identical, and
she highlights the economic, political, and cultural forces that enabled the British Empire to
dominate--but never entirely control--the worldwide production, trade, and consumption of tea.
Rappaport delves into how Europeans adopted, appropriated, and altered Chinese tea culture
to build a widespread demand for tea in Britain and other global markets and a plantationbased economy in South Asia and Africa. Tea was among the earliest colonial industries in
which merchants, planters, promoters, and retailers used imperial resources to pay for global
advertising and political lobbying. The commercial model that tea inspired still exists and is vital
for understanding how politics and publicity influence the international economy ..."--Jacket.
Celaena Sardothien is the assassin with everything: a place to call her own, the love of
handsome Sam, and, best of all, freedom. But Celaena won't be truly free until she is far away
from her old master, Arobynn Hamel - so she and Sam decide to take one last daring
assignment that will liberate them forever. And that's how Celaena learns that having
everything... means everything can be taken away. This fourth e-novella gives readers an
inside look at the characters who appear in the full-length novel THRONE OF GLASS. Don't
miss it!
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