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During the mid-nineteenth century, a quarter of a million
travelers—men, women, and children—followed the “road
across the plains” to gold rush California. This
magnificent chronicle—the second installment of Will
Bagley’s sweeping Overland West series—captures the
danger, excitement, and heartbreak of America’s first
great rush for riches and its enduring consequences.
With narrative scope and detail unmatched by earlier
histories, With Golden Visions Bright Before Them retells
this classic American saga through the voices of the
people whose eyewitness testimonies vividly evoke the
most dramatic era of westward migration. Traditional
histories of the overland roads paint the gold rush
migration as a heroic epic of progress that opened new
lands and a continental treasure house for the
advancement of civilization. Yet, according to Bagley, the
transformation of the American West during this period is
more complex and contentious than legend pretends.
The gold rush epoch witnessed untold suffering and
sacrifice, and the trails and their trials were enough to
make many people turn back. For America’s Native
peoples, the effect of the massive migration was no less
than ruinous. The impact that tens of thousands of
intruders had on Native peoples and their homelands is
at the center of this story, not on its margins. Beautifully
written and richly illustrated with photographs and maps,
With Golden Visions Bright Before Them continues the
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saga that began with Bagley’s highly acclaimed, awardwinning So Rugged and Mountainous: Blazing the Trails
to Oregon and California, 1812–1848, hailed by critics as
a classic of western history.
Between 1841 and 1866, more than a half-million people
followed trails to Oregon, California, and Utah in one of
the largest mass migrations in American history. The
Great Medicine Road, Part 4 collects the letters, diaries,
and reminiscences of some of the emigrants who made
this journey between 1856 and 1869, as a second
generation of miners, farmers, town builders, and
religious believers turned their adventurous eyes
westward in search of new beginnings. Here, in their own
words, are the experiences of young men hoping to
make their fortunes in mining operations that had sprung
up as the gold rush wore down, in California but also
now in the silver mines of Nevada’s Comstock Lode and
the recently discovered gold mines of Colorado’s
Denver and Pike’s Peak regions. Here also are families
and farmers looking for land in the fertile Willamette
Valley of Oregon, or joining the Mormon community in
Utah. And here are the stories of intrepid sojourners
traveling with—or without—military escorts as the Civil
War, conflicts with Indians, and the Mormon stand
against the U.S. government altered the circumstances
of westward traffic. These documents, with an
introduction and editorial notes written by historian
Michael L. Tate to provide context and commentary,
comprise the fourth and final installment in a
documentary history of the Oregon, California, and
Mormon Trails. They give a living voice to the history of
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the American experience at a time of westward
expansion and profound, unprecedented change.
A Woman's Overland Journal to CaliforniaWomen and
Men on the Overland TrailYale University Press
In 1984, when Glenda Riley's 'Women and Indians on
the Frontier' was published, it was hailed for being the
first study to take into account the roles that gender,
race, and class played in Indian/white relations during
the westward migration. In the twenty years since, the
study of those aspects of western history has exploded.
Confronting Race reflects the changes in western
women's history and in the author's own approach. In
spite of white women's shifting attitudes toward Indians,
they retained colonialist outlooks toward all peoples.
Women who migrated West carried deeply ingrained
images and preconceptions of themselves and racially
based ideas of the non-white groups they would meet. In
their letters home and in their personal diaries and
journals, they perpetuated racial stereotypes, institutions,
and practices. The women also discovered their own
resilience in the face of the harsh demands of the West.
Although most retained their racist concepts, they came
to realise that women need not be passive or fearful in
their interactions with Indians. Riley's sources are the
diaries and journals of trail women, settlers, army wives,
and missionaries, and popular accounts in ne
In 1851 Olive Oatman was a thirteen-year old pioneer
traveling west toward Zion, with her Mormon family.
Within a decade, she was a white Indian with a chin
tattoo, caught between cultures. The Blue Tattoo tells the
harrowing story of this forgotten heroine of frontier
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America. Orphaned when her family was brutally killed
by Yavapai Indians, Oatman lived as a slave to her
captors for a year before being traded to the Mohave,
who tattooed her face and raised her as their own. She
was fully assimilated and perfectly happy when, at
nineteen, she was ransomed back to white society. She
became an instant celebrity, but the price of fame was
high and the pain of her ruptured childhood lasted a
lifetime. Based on historical records, including letters and
diaries of Oatman’s friends and relatives, The Blue
Tattoo is the first book to examine her life from her
childhood in Illinois—including the massacre, her
captivity, and her return to white society—to her later
years as a wealthy banker’s wife in Texas. Oatman’s
story has since become legend, inspiring artworks,
fiction, film, radio plays, and even an episode of Death
Valley Days starring Ronald Reagan. Its themes, from
the perils of religious utopianism to the permeable border
between civilization and savagery, are deeply rooted in
the American psyche. Oatman’s blue tattoo was a
cultural symbol that evoked both the imprint of her
Mohave past and the lingering scars of westward
expansion. It also served as a reminder of her deepest
secret, fully explored here for the first time: she never
wanted to go home.
In Rampant Women, Linda J. Lumsden offers an indepth look at the intersection between the woman
suffrage movement and the constitutional right to
assemble peaceably. Beginning in 1908, women activists
took to the streets in a variety of public gatherings and
protests in a bold attempt to win the right to vote.
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Lumsden shows how outdoor pageants, conventions,
petition drives, soapbox speaking at open-air meetings,
the use of symbolic expression, and picketing -- all
manifestations of the right of assembly -- played an
instrumental role in the woman suffrage movement.
Without these innovative forms of protest, Lumsden
argues, women might not be voting today in the United
States.
The westward migration of nearly half a million
Americans in the mid-nineteenth century looms large in
U.S. history. Classic images of rugged Euro-Americans
traversing the plains in their prairie schooners still stir the
popular imagination. But this traditional narrative, no
matter how alluring, falls short of the actual—and far more
complex—reality of the overland trails. Among the diverse
peoples who converged on the western frontier were
African American pioneers—men, women, and children.
Whether enslaved or free, they too were involved in this
transformative movement. Sweet Freedom’s Plains is a
powerful retelling of the migration story from their
perspective. Tracing the journeys of black overlanders
who traveled the Mormon, California, Oregon, and other
trails, Shirley Ann Wilson Moore describes in vivid detail
what they left behind, what they encountered along the
way, and what they expected to find in their new,
western homes. She argues that African Americans
understood advancement and prosperity in ways unique
to their situation as an enslaved and racially persecuted
people, even as they shared many of the same hopes
and dreams held by their white contemporaries. For
African Americans, the journey westward marked the
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beginning of liberation and transformation. At the same
time, black emigrants’ aspirations often came into sharp
conflict with real-world conditions in the West. Although
many scholars have focused on African Americans who
settled in the urban West, their early trailblazing voyages
into the Oregon Country, Utah Territory, New Mexico
Territory, and California deserve greater attention.
Having combed censuses, maps, government
documents, and white overlanders’ diaries, along with
the few accounts written by black overlanders or passed
down orally to their living descendants, Moore gives
voice to the countless, mostly anonymous black men and
women who trekked the plains and mountains. Sweet
Freedom’s Plains places African American overlanders
where they belong—at the center of the western migration
narrative. Their experiences and perspectives enhance
our understanding of this formative period in American
history.
A study of American women’s narratives of mobility and
travel, this book examines how geographic movement
opened up other movements or mobilities for antebellum
women at a time of great national expansion. Concerned
with issues of personal and national identity, the study
demonstrates how women not only went out on the open
road, but participated in public discussions of nationhood
in the texts they wrote. Roberson examines a variety of
narratives and subjects, including not only traditional
travel narratives of voyages to the West or to foreign
locales, but also the ways travel and movement figured
in autobiography, spiritual, and political narratives, and
domestic novels by women as they constructed their own
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politics of mobility. These narratives by such women as
Margaret Fuller, Susan Warner, and Harriet Beecher
Stowe destabilize the male-dominated stories of
American travel and nation-building as women claimed
the public road as a domain in which they belonged,
bringing with them their own ideas about mobility, self,
and nation. The many women’s stories of mobility also
destabilize a singular view of women’s history and
broaden our outlook on geographic movement and its
repercussions for other movements. Looking at texts not
usually labeled travel writing, like the domestic novel,
brings to light social relations enacted on the road and
the relation between story, location, and mobility.
The diaries and letters of women who braved the
overland trails during the great nineteenth-century
westward migration are treasured documents in the
study of the American West. These eight firsthand
accounts are among the best ever written. They were
selected for the power with which they portray the
hardship, adventure, and boundless love for friends and
family that characterized the overland experience. Some
were written with the skilled pens of educated women.
Others bear the marks of crude cabin learning, with
archaic and imaginative spelling and a simplicity of
expression. All convey the profound effect the westward
trek had on these women. For too long these diaries and
letters were secreted away in attics and basements or
collected dust on the shelves of manuscript collections
across the country. Their publication gives us a fresh
perspective on the pioneer experience.
The audacity of driving a horseless carriage from coast
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to coast in the early years of the 20th century is hard to
imagine in an age of superhighways and global
positioning systems. Roads might be nothing more than
muddy ruts made by wagon wheels; sources of gasoline
or replacement parts were few and agonizingly far
between; frequent repairs and tire changes were
necessary; and the traveler was subject to the whole
range of nature's perils and discomforts. For a woman to
attempt the trip was, at the time, a jaw-dropping event.
Yet in 1909, 22-year-old Alice Ramsey and three female
companions piled into a Maxwell in New York City, and
59 days later they triumphantly rolled into San Francisco.
A few years later silent film star Anita King would
become the first woman to make the transcontinental
drive solo. These and other early coast-to-coast drives
proved women's growing independence, as well as the
automobile's long-distance viability. Detailed accounts of
five coast-to-coast drives make up this lively history.
Drawing from plentiful contemporary newspaper reports
and the women's own words, author Curt McConnell
recounts the bold adventurers' experiences day by day
and mile by mile.
Written in an engaging and accessible style, this first
broadly focused compensatory history of technology not
only includes women's contributions but begins the longoverdue task of redefining technology and significant
technology and to value these contributions correctly.
Stanley traces women's inventions in five vital areas of
technology worldwide--agriculture, medicine,
reproduction, machines, and computers--from prehistory
(or origin) forward, profiling hundreds of women, both
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famous and obscure. The author does not ignore theory.
She contributes a paradigm for male takeovers of
technologies originated by women.
"Virginia Scharff's wonderfully readable account of
women in motion complicates and enriches our
understanding of the nineteenth and twentieth century
Wests. Her gendered remapping of the regional
landscape explodes traditional notions of western
movement. All students of women and gender, travel and
place, the West and America, would do well to read this
excellent book."—David M. Wrobel, author of Promised
Lands: Promotion, Memory, and the Creation of the
American West "Virginia Scharff claims for women what
has long been central to the masculine mythology of the
West—free movement and its many gifts, real and
imagined. Her book is as exhilarating and as
intellectually and emotionally expansive as our enduring
dream of flight across the American land."—Elliott West,
author of The Contested Plains: Indians, Goldseekers, &
the Rush to Colorado "Brilliant is not a word that is often
a part of my critical vocabulary, but brilliantly is how
Twenty Thousand Roads begins. When writing of
Sacagawea and Susan Magoffin, Virginia Scharff shows
vividly how a single life can be a source of sophisticated
cultural analysis without becoming an academic artifact
or an object of condescension."—Richard White, author of
It's Your Misfortune and None of My Own: A New History
of the American West
A reassessment of the military's role in developing the
Western territories moves beyond combat stories and
stereotypes to focus on more non-martial
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accomplishments such as exploration, gathering
scientific data, and building towns.
Women Writers of the American West, 1833–1927
recovers the names and works of hundreds of women
who wrote about the American West during the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, some of them
long forgotten and others better known novelists, poets,
memoirists, and historians such as Willa Cather and
Mary Austin Holley. Nina Baym mined literary and
cultural histories, anthologies, scholarly essays,
catalogs, advertisements, and online resources to
debunk critical assumptions that women did not publish
about the West as much as they did about other regions.
Elucidating a substantial body of nearly 650 books of all
kinds by more than 300 writers, Baym reveals how the
authors showed women making lives for themselves in
the West, how they represented the diverse region, and
how they represented themselves. Baym accounts for a
wide range of genres and geographies, affirming that the
literature of the West was always more than cowboy
tales and dime novels. Nor did the West consist of a
single landscape, as women living in the expanses of
Texas saw a different world from that seen by women in
gold rush California. Although many women writers of
the American West accepted domestic agendas crucial
to the development of families, farms, and businesses,
they also found ways to be forceful agents of change,
whether by taking on political positions, deriding male
arrogance, or, as their voluminous published works
show, speaking out when they were expected to be
silent.
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Reissued with a new introduction, a classic account
of the experiences of pioneer women who journeyed
the Overland Trail between 1840 and 1879 draws on
diaries, letters, and personal accounts and considers
how their experiences have become a focus of
historical, feminist, and cultural study. Reprint.
Between 1840 and 1869, thousands of people
crossed the American continent looking for a new life
in the West. Success Depends on the Animals
explores the relationships and encounters that these
emigrants had with animals, both wild and domestic,
as they traveled the Overland Trail. In the longest
migration of people in history, the overlanders were
accompanied by thousands of work animals such as
horses, oxen, mules, and cattle. These travelers also
brought dogs and other companion animals, and
along the way confronted unknown wild animals.
Ahmad’s study is the first to explore how these
emigrants became dependent upon the animals that
traveled with them, and how, for some, this
dependence influenced a new way of thinking about
the human-animal bond. The pioneers learned how
to work with the animals and take care of them while
on the move. Many had never ridden a horse before,
let alone hitched oxen to a wagon. Due to the close
working relationship that the emigrants were forced
to have with these animals, many befriended the
domestic beasts of burden, even attributing human
characteristics to them. Drawing on primary sources
Page 11/24

Where To Download A Womans Overland Journal
To California
such as journals, diaries, and newspaper accounts,
Ahmad explores how these new experiences
influenced fresh ideas about the role of animals in
pioneer life. Scholars and students of western history
and animal studies will find this a fascinating and
distinctive analysis of an understudied topic.
Although women have been teaching and performing
music for centuries, their stories are often missing
from traditional accounts of the history of music
education. In Women Music Educators in the United
States: A History, Sondra Wieland Howe provides a
comprehensive narrative of women teaching music
in the United States from colonial days until the end
of the twentieth century. Defining music education
broadly to include home, community, and
institutional settings, Howe draws on sources from
musicology, the history of education, and social
history to offer a new perspective on the topic.
During the early weeks of 1848, as U.S.
congressmen debated the territorial status of
California, a Swiss immigrant and an itinerant
millwright forever altered the future state’s fate.
Building a sawmill for Johann August Sutter, James
Wilson Marshall struck gold. The rest may be history,
but much of the story of what happened in the
following year is told not in history books but in the
letters, diaries, journals, and other written
recollections of those whom the California gold rush
drew west. In this second installment in the projected
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four-part collection The Great Medicine Road:
Narratives of the Oregon, California, and Mormon
Trails, the hardy souls who made the arduous trip tell
their stories in their own words. Seven individuals’
tales bring to life a long-ago year that enriched
some, impoverished others, and forever changed the
face of North America. Responding to often
misleading promotional literature, adventurers made
their way west via different routes. Following the
Carson River through the Sierra Nevada, or taking
the Lassen Route to the Sacramento Valley, they
passed through the Mormon Zion of Great Salt Lake
City and traded with and often displaced Native
Americans long familiar with the trails. Their
accounts detail these encounters, as well as the
gritty realities of everyday life on the overland trails.
They narrate events, describe the vast and diverse
landscapes they pass through, and document a
journey as strange and new to them as it is to many
readers today. Through these travelers’ diaries and
memoirs, readers can relive a critical moment in the
remaking of the West—and appreciate what a
difference one year can make in the life of a nation.
The dramatic journeys of the 19th century Gold Rush
come to life in this geologist’s tour of the American
West and the events that shaped the land. In 1848,
news of the discovery of gold in California triggered
an enormous wave of emigration toward the Pacific.
The dramatic terrain these settlers crossed is so
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familiar to us now that it is hard to imagine how
frightening—even godforsaken—its sheer rock faces
and barren deserts once seemed to them. Hard
Road West brings their perspective vividly to life,
weaving together the epic overland journey of the
covered wagon trains and the compelling story of the
landscape they encountered. Taking readers along
the 2,000-mile California Trail, Keith Meldahl uses
settler’s diaries and letters—as well as his own
experiences on the trail—to reveal how the geology
and geography of the West shaped our nation’s
westward expansion. He guides us through a
landscape of sawtooth mountains, following the
meager streams that served as lifelines through an
arid land, all the way to California itself, where
colliding tectonic plates created breathtaking scenery
and planted the gold that lured travelers west in the
first place. “Alternates seamlessly between vivid
accounts of the 19th-century journey and lucid
explanations of the geological events that shaped
the landscape traveled.”—Library Journal
Contains letters, journals, and reminiscences
showing the impact of the frontier on women's lives
and the role of women in the West.
When Abigail Adams made her famous plea to John
Adams to "remember the ladies," the role of
advocacy on behalf of U.S. gender equality began its
rocky and still uncompleted journey. In Women and
the Press, Patricia Bradley examines the tensions
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that have arisen over the course of this journey as
they relate to women in journalism. From their first
entrance into the commercial press as sentimental
writers, to the present day, the call for gender
equality has had special meaning for female
journalists. Is there a role, a responsibility, for
advocacy, even subversion, in a newsroom setting?
This is an account of how women in journalism
sought to integrate the need for gender equality with
the realities of the journalistic workplace.
Containing more than 600 entries, this valuable resource
presents all aspects of travel writing. There are entries
on places and routes (Afghanistan, Black Sea, Egypt,
Gobi Desert, Hawaii, Himalayas, Italy, Northwest
Passage, Samarkand, Silk Route, Timbuktu), writers
(Isabella Bird, Ibn Battuta, Bruce Chatwin, Gustave
Flaubert, Mary Kingsley, Walter Ralegh, Wilfrid
Thesiger), methods of transport and types of journey
(balloon, camel, grand tour, hunting and big game
expeditions, pilgrimage, space travel and exploration),
genres (buccaneer narratives, guidebooks, New World
chronicles, postcards), companies and societies (East
India Company, Royal Geographical Society, Society of
Dilettanti), and issues and themes (censorship, exile,
orientalism, and tourism). For a full list of entries and
contributors, a generous selection of sample entries, and
more, visit the Literature of Travel and Exploration: An
Encyclopedia website.
It has been over 150 years since pioneers first went west
from Missouri, across Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, and
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Nevada into California, across the vast plains, formidable
mountains, and desert. Although the route known as the
California Emigrant Trail is mostly unmarked today,
much evidence remains. Photographer Greg MacGregor
has researched the trail and traveled it for thousands of
miles. He has photographed the eroded ruts, emigrant
graves, pieces of burned and abandoned wagons. He
has also photographed what has sprung up over the trail:
KOA campgrounds, golf courses, housing developments.
The images are poignant, sometimes amusing,
occasionally downright terrifying, and always fascinating
in what they reveal about pioneer overland travel.
Showing these photographs with excerpts from
emigrants' diaries and advice from nineteenth-century
guidebooks, Greg MacGregor presents us with a vivid
and intimate picture of what the journey was like for
those with no idea of what lay ahead. At the same time
he captures the ironies in the landscape of the latetwentieth-century West.
In the years after the discovery of gold in California,
thousands of fortune seekers made their way west,
joining the greatest mass migration in American history.
The gold fields were only one destination, as emigrants
pushed across the Great Plains, Great Basin, and
Oregon Territory in unprecedented numbers, following
the Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails to the verdant
Willamette Valley or Mormon settlements in the Salt
Lake Valley. “Seeing the Elephant” they often called the
journey, referring to the wondrous sights and endless
adventures met along the way. The firsthand accounts of
those who made the trip between 1850 and 1855 that
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are collected in this third volume in a four-part series
speak of wonders and adventures, but also of disaster
and deprivation. Traversing the ever-changing
landscape, these pioneers braved flooded rivers,
endured cholera and hunger, and had encounters with
Indians that were often friendly and sometimes troubled.
Rich in detail and diverse in the experiences they relate,
these letters, diary excerpts, recollections, and reports
capture the voices of women and men of all ages and
circumstances, hailing from states far and wide, and
heading west in hope and desperation. Their words allow
us to see the grit and glory of the American West as it
once appeared to those who witnessed its
transformation. Michael L. Tate begins the volume with
an introduction to this middle phase of the trails’ history.
A headnote and annotations for each document sketch
the author’s background and reasons for undertaking
the trip and correct and clarify information in the original
manuscript. The extensive bibliography identifies
sources and suggests further reading.
Between 1841 and 1866, more than 500,000 people
followed trails to Oregon, California, and the Salt Lake
Valley in one of the greatest mass migrations in
American history. This collection of travelers’ accounts
of their journeys in the 1840s, the first volume in a new
series of trail narratives, comprises excerpts from
pioneer and missionary letters, diaries, journals, and
memoirs—many previously unpublished—accompanied by
biographical information and historical background.
Beginning with Father Pierre-Jean de Smet’s letters
relating his encounters with Plains Indians, and ending
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with an account of a Mormon gold miner’s journey from
California to Salt Lake City, these narratives tell varied
and vivid stories. Some travelers fled hard times:
religious persecution, the collapse of the agricultural
economy, illness, or unpredictable weather. Others
looked ahead, attracted by California gold, the verdant
Willamette Valley of Oregon, or the prospect of
converting Native people to Christianity. Although many
welcomed the adventure and adjusted to the rigors of
trail life, others complained in their accounts of difficulty
adapting. Remembrances of the Oregon, California, and
Mormon Trails have yielded some of the most iconic
images in American history. This and forthcoming
volumes in The Great Medicine Road series present the
pioneer spirit of the original overlanders supported by the
rich scholarship of the past century and a half.
The author focuses on the marketing perspective of the
topic and illustrates how women's roles in society have
shifted during the past century. Among the key issues
explored is a peculiar dichotomy of American advertising
that served as a conservative reflection of society and, at
the same time, became an underlying force of
progressive social change. The study shows how
advertisers of housekeeping products perpetuated the
Happy Homemaker stereytype while tobacco and
cosmetics marketers dismantled women's stereotypes to
create an entirely new type of consumer.
Pioneer women going west carried distinct images of
themselves and of American Indians. Their views
reflected stereotypes pervading the popular literature
and journalism of the nineteenth century: women were
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weak and defenseless, their westward trek was a noble
mission, and American Indians were savages. But as a
result of their frontier experience, many women changed
or discarded their earlier opinions. This book is the first
account of how and why pioneer women altered their selfimages and their views of American Indians. In Women
and Indians on the Frontier, Riley substantially revises
the conventional melodramatic picture of pioneer women
cowering when confronted with Indians. Frontier life
required women to be self-reliant, independent, and
hardy: as they learned to adapt, frontierswomen also
learned to reexamine stereotypes in the light of
experience. Interestingly, Riley explains, while pioneer
women frequently changed their beliefs about Indians,
they did not often revise their attitudes toward Mormon or
Mexican women following contact with them.
Frontierswomen also differed from men, whose
unfavorable impression of Indians seldom changed.
Riley's work is an important addition to Western history,
women's studies, and American Indian studies. She
examines in detail images and myths of both women and
Indians, using examples from history, literature, and film,
complemented by period photographs and illustrations.
Her comparative account will interest a variety of
scholars concerned with cultures in conflict and
transition.
This anthology examines Love's Labours Lost from a
variety of perspectives and through a wide range of
materials. Selections discuss the play in terms of
historical context, dating, and sources; character
analysis; comic elements and verbal conceits; evidence
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of authorship; performance analysis; and feminist
interpretations. Alongside theater reviews, production
photographs, and critical commentary, the volume also
includes essays written by practicing theater artists who
have worked on the play. An index by name, literary
work, and concept rounds out this valuable resource.

00 The five diaries presented here reflect the
experiences of five different women, on three of the
major westward routes in the middle of the
nineteenth century--across Panama in 1849, the
California or northern route in the 1850s, and the
Gila or southern trail in the post-Civil War period. As
individual as the women who wrote them, the diaries
are alike in one respect: they explode the stereotype
of the westering woman. The reader will find neither
the sunbonnet saint, striding grimly forward
undaunted by the dangers ahead, nor the timorous
and reluctant voyager living in dread of Indians and
wild beasts. The self-perceptions of these women
are as varied as those of male writers, as these
diaries vividly illustrate. Women's diaries are
comparatively rare, and this book includes five of
unusual interest. They reveal yet another aspect of
America's frontier saga. The five diaries presented
here reflect the experiences of five different women,
on three of the major westward routes in the middle
of the nineteenth century--across Panama in 1849,
the California or northern route in the 1850s, and the
Gila or southern trail in the post-Civil War period. As
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individual as the women who wrote them, the diaries
are alike in one respect: they explode the stereotype
of the westering woman. The reader will find neither
the sunbonnet saint, striding grimly forward
undaunted by the dangers ahead, nor the timorous
and reluctant voyager living in dread of Indians and
wild beasts. The self-perceptions of these women
are as varied as those of male writers, as these
diaries vividly illustrate. Women's diaries are
comparatively rare, and this book includes five of
unusual interest. They reveal yet another aspect of
America's frontier saga.
Some of the women traveling west in the late 1850s
were strong advocates of equal rights for their sex.
On the trail, Julia Archibald Holmes and Hannah
Keziah Clapp sensibly wore the “freedom costume”
called bloomers. In 1858 Holmes joined the Pikes
Peak gold rush and was the first woman of record to
climb the famous mountain. Educator Hannah Clapp
traveled to California with a revolver by her side,
speaking her mind in a letter included in this volume,
which is also enriched by the trail diaries of seven
other women. Among them were Sarah Sutton, who
died in 1854, just before reaching Oregon’s
Willamette Valley; Sarah Maria Mousley, a Mormon
woman traveling to Utah in 1857; and Martha
Missouri Moore, who drove thousands of sheep from
Missouri to California with her husband in 1860.
This classic book offers a lively and penetrating
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analysis of what the overland journey was really like
for midwestern farm families in the mid-1800s.
Through the subtle use of contemporary diaries,
memoirs, and even folk songs, John Mack Faragher
dispels the common stereotypes of male and female
roles and reveals the dynamic of pioneer family
relationships. This edition includes a new preface in
which Faragher looks back on the social context in
which he formulated his original thesis and provides
a new supplemental bibliography. Praise for the
earlier edition: "Faragher has made excellent use of
the Overland Trail materials, using them to illuminate
the society the emigrants left as well as the one they
constructed en route. His study should be important
to a wide range of readers, especially those
interested in family history, migration and western
history, and women's history."--Kathryn Kish Sklar
"An enlightening study."--American West "A helpful
study which not only illuminates the daily life of rural
Americans but which also begins to compensate for
the male orientation of so much of western
history."--Journal of Social History
Perhaps the best-kept secret in the publishing
industry is that many publishers—both periodical
publishers and book publishers—make available
writer’s guidelines to assist would-be contributors.
Written by the staff at each publishing house, these
guidelines help writers target their submissions to
the exact needs of the individual publisher. The
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American Directory of Writer’s Guidelines is a
compilation of the actual writer’s guidelines for more
than 1,700 publishers. A one-of-a-kind source to
browse for article, short story, poetry and book
ideas.
In the first book to focus on relations between
Indians and emigrants on the overland trails, Michael
L. Tate shows that such encounters were far more
often characterized by cooperation than by conflict.
Having combed hundreds of unpublished sources
and Indian oral traditions, Tate finds Indians and
Anglo-Americans continuously trading goods and
news with each other, and Indians providing various
forms of assistance to overlanders. Tate admits that
both sides normally followed their own best interests
and ethical standards, which sometimes created
distrust. But many acts of kindness by emigrants and
by Indians can be attributed to simple human
compassion. Not until the mid-1850s did Plains
tribes begin to see their independence and cultural
traditions threatened by the flood of white travelers.
As buffalo herds dwindled and more Indians died
from diseases brought by emigrants, violent clashes
between wagon trains and Indians became more
frequent, and the first Anglo-Indian wars erupted on
the plains. Yet, even in the 1860s, Tate finds,
friendly encounters were still the rule. Despite
thousands of mutually beneficial exchanges between
whites and Indians between 1840 and 1870, the
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image of Plains Indians as the overland pioneers’
worst enemies prevailed in American popular
culture. In explaining the persistence of that
stereotype, Tate seeks to dispel one of the West’s
oldest cultural misunderstandings.
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