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Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity
were their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary and their four children
lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the
mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his
children's imagination, teaching them how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary
painted and wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family.
When the money ran out, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining
town Rex had tried to escape. As the dysfunction escalated, the children had to
fend for themselves, supporting one another as they found the resources and will
to leave home. Yet Walls describes her parents with deep affection in this tale of
unconditional love in a family that, despite its profound flaws, gave her the fiery
determination to carve out a successful life. -- From publisher description.
Speed in acquiring the knowledge and skills to perform tasks is crucial. Yet, it still
ordinarily takes many years to achieve high proficiency in countless jobs and
professions, in government, business, industry, and throughout the private
sector. There would be great advantages if regimens of training could be
established that could accelerate the achievement of high levels of proficiency.
This book discusses the construct of ‘accelerated learning.’ It includes a review
of the research literature on learning acquisition and retention, focus on
establishing what works, and why. This includes several demonstrations of
accelerated learning, with specific ideas, plans and roadmaps for doing so. The
impetus for the book was a tasking from the Defense Science and Technology
Advisory Group, which is the top level Science and Technology policy-making
panel in the Department of Defense. However, the book uses both military and
non-military exemplar case studies. It is likely that methods for acceleration will
leverage technologies and capabilities including virtual training, cross-training,
training across strategic and tactical levels, and training for resilience and
adaptivity. This volume provides a wealth of information and guidance for those
interested in the concept or phenomenon of "accelerating learning"— in education,
training, psychology, academia in general, government, military, or industry.
Contesting theories of print as a monologic, uniform, and unifying form, Reading
by Design investigates 16th and 17th century print as a uniquely multi-sensory
and interactive medium.
Backpacker brings the outdoors straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and
enabling them to go more places and enjoy nature more often. The authority on
active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled magazine, and the
only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and
survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry
honor recognizing design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold
standard against which all other outdoor-industry awards are measured.
Political scientist V. O. Key in 1949 described North Carolina as a "progressive
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plutocracy." He argued that in the areas of industrial development, public
education, and race relations, North Carolina appeared progressive when
compared to other southern states. Reconsidering Key's evaluation nearly sixty
years later, contributors to this volume find North Carolina losing ground as a
progressive leader in the South. The "new politics" of the state involves a
combination of new and old: new opportunities and challenges have forced the
state to change, but the old culture still remains a powerful force. In the eleven
essays collected here, leading scholars of North Carolina politics offer a
systematic analysis of North Carolina's politics and policy, placed in the context
of its own history as well as the politics and policies of other states. Topics
discussed include the evolution of politics and political institutions; the roles of
governors, the judicial branch, interest groups, and party systems; and the part
played by economic development and environmental policy. Contributors also
address how geography affects politics within the state, region, and nation.
Designed with students and interested citizens in mind, this collection provides
an excellent introduction to contemporary North Carolina politics and
government. Contributors: Hunter Bacot, Elon University Christopher A. Cooper,
Western Carolina University Thomas F. Eamon, East Carolina University Jack D.
Fleer, Wake Forest University Dennis O. Grady, Appalachian State University
Ferrel Guillory, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Sean Hildebrand,
Western Carolina University Jonathan Kanipe, Town Manager, Catawba, North
Carolina H. Gibbs Knotts, Western Carolina University Adam J. Newmark,
Appalachian State University Charles Prysby, University of North Carolina at
Greensboro Ruth Ann Strickland, Appalachian State University James H. Svara,
Arizona State University Timothy Vercellotti, Rutgers University
Hard Times illustrated Charles Dickens - Hard Times: For These Times
(commonly known as Hard Times) is the tenth novel by Charles Dickens, first
published in 1854. The book surveys English society and satirises the social and
economic conditions of the era. "Now, what I want is, Facts. . . . Facts alone are
wanted in life." Thus begins Superintendent Mr. Gradgrind—a wealthy, retired
merchant—addressing a group of young students at his school in the industrial
town of Coketown, England. A rigid man of fact, rational self-interest and realities,
he not only teaches his pupils according to the utilitarian principles, but also
raises his children with the same philosophy. When they grow up, as their lives
begin to turn chaotic, they reproach their father for their upbringing. Will Mr.
Gradgrind realize his flaws and become a humble man? Satirizing the laissezfaire system, Dickens' Hard Times lays bare the wide gap between the rich and
the poor. Criticizing the materialistic world, this Victorian novel throws light on the
value of emotions and the human heart. It has undergone several film and
theatre adaptations.
Here is a thing everyone wants: A miracle. Here is a thing everyone fears: What it
takes to get one. Any visitor to Bicho Raro, Colorado, is likely to find a landscape
of dark saints, forbidden love, scientific dreams, miracle-mad owls, estranged
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affections, one or two orphans, and a sky full of watchful desert stars. At the
heart of this place you will find the Soria family, who all have the ability to perform
unusual miracles. And at the heart of this family are three cousins longing to
change its future: Beatriz, the girl without feelings, who wants only to be free to
examine her thoughts; Daniel, the Saint of Bicho Raro, who performs miracles for
everyone but himself; and Joaquin, who spends his nights running a renegade
radio station under the name Diablo Diablo. They are all looking for a miracle. But
the miracles of Bicho Raro are never quite what you expect.
The basis for the hit Netflix series! “What Walter Tevis did for pool in The Hustler,
he does for chess in The Queen’s Gambit” (Playboy). When eight-year-old Beth
Harmon’s parents are killed in an automobile accident, she’s placed in an
orphanage in Mount Sterling, Kentucky. Plain and shy, Beth learns to play chess
from the janitor in the basement and discovers she is a prodigy. Though
penniless, she is desperate to learn more—and steals a chess magazine and
enough money to enter a tournament. Beth also steals some of her foster
mother’s tranquilizers to which she is becoming addicted. At thirteen, Beth wins
the chess tournament. By the age of sixteen she is competing in the US Open
Championship and, like Fast Eddie in The Hustler, she hates to lose. By eighteen
she is the US champion—and Russia awaits . . . Fast-paced and elegantly written,
The Queen’s Gambit is a thriller masquerading as a chess novel—one that’s
sure to keep you on the edge of your seat. “The Queen’s Gambit is sheer
entertainment. It is a book I reread every few years—for the pure pleasure and
skill of it.” —Michael Ondaatje, Man Booker Prize–winning author of The English
Patient
Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's always
had plenty of great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are
created, suddenly he's got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the frindle. Who says a pen
has to be called a pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets
his friends to use the new word. Then other people in town start saying frindle. Soon the school
is in an uproar, and Nick has become a local hero. His teacher wants Nick to put an end to all
this nonsense, but the funny thing is frindle doesn't belong to Nick anymore. The new word is
spreading across the country, and there's nothing Nick can do to stop it.
A special 25th anniversary edition of the extraordinary international bestseller, including a new
Foreword by Paulo Coelho. Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring
tale of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies
around the world and transforming the lives of countless readers across generations. Paulo
Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who
yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far
different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about
the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read
the omens strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our dreams.
Over the past two decades, the percentage of the world’s population living on less than a
dollar a day has been cut in half. How much of that improvement is because of—or in spite
of—globalization? While anti-globalization activists mount loud critiques and the media report
breathlessly on globalization’s perils and promises, economists have largely remained silent,
in part because of an entrenched institutional divide between those who study poverty and
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those who study trade and finance. Globalization and Poverty bridges that gap, bringing
together experts on both international trade and poverty to provide a detailed view of the
effects of globalization on the poor in developing nations, answering such questions as: Do
lower import tariffs improve the lives of the poor? Has increased financial integration led to
more or less poverty? How have the poor fared during various currency crises? Does food aid
hurt or help the poor? Poverty, the contributors show here, has been used as a popular and
convenient catchphrase by parties on both sides of the globalization debate to further their
respective arguments. Globalization and Poverty provides the more nuanced understanding
necessary to move that debate beyond the slogans.
The multi-million bestselling novel about a young girl's journey towards healing and the
transforming power of love, from the award-winning author of The Invention of Wings and The
Book of Longings Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily
Owens, whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother
was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the
deepest racists in town, Lily decides to spring them both free. They escape to Tiburon, South
Carolina--a town that holds the secret to her mother's past. Taken in by an eccentric trio of
black beekeeping sister, Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing world of bees and honey, and
the Black Madonna. This is a remarkable novel about divine female power, a story that women
will share and pass on to their daughters for years to come.

In three intertwining short stories, several high school couples experience the trials and
tribulations along with the joys of romance during a Christmas Eve snowstorm in a
small town... "An ill-timed storm on Christmas Eve buries the residents of Gracetown
under multiple feet of snow and causes quite a bit of chaos. One brave soul ventures
out into the storm from her stranded train, setting off a chain of events that will change
quite a few lives. Over the next three days one girl takes a risky shortcut with an
adorable stranger, three friends set out to win a race to the Waffle House (and the hash
brown spoils), and the fate of teacup pig falls into the hands of a lovesick barista" -Page [4] cover..
Popular Science gives our readers the information and tools to improve their technology
and their world. The core belief that Popular Science and our readers share: The future
is going to be better, and science and technology are the driving forces that will help
make it better.
In this study, Brian Mathews uses his vast experience to speak directly to the academic
library practitioner about matching services with user needs. This book proposes new
visions and ideas, challenging the traditional way of thinking and providing a framework
to target users more precisely.
The New York Times bestselling Last Kids on Earth series presents June Del Toro in
her very own adventure Told from June's point of view--and set between the shattering
events of The Midnight Blade and the upcoming 6th book in the series--June's Wild
Flight brings new characters, high-stakes action, and stunning revelations in an
adventure that could only be June's. An essential Last Kids story that readers won't
want to miss The Midnight Blade ended with a shocking twist: a long-missing villain has
returned and now has an army of the dead at his command Jack, June, Quint, and Dirk
have battled the worst kind of monsters, zombies, and cosmic servants, but an endless
horde of animated skeletons is next-level. While the kids plan their next move, an
unexpected threat emerges and June gets separated from her friends, dragged miles
away from Wakefield to a town overgrown with monstrous vines and never-before-seen
creatures. Drawing on her post-apocalyptic survival and action skills--and with the help
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of some odd new companions--June attempts to make her way back home. But not
before she uncovers critical information about the mysterious "Tower." Information that
the future of our world may hinge upon . . .

There is nothing to be found in the pages of A Series of Unfortunate Events but
misery and despair. You still have time to choose another international best-seller
to read. But if you must know what unpleasantries befall the charming and clever
Baudelaire children read on . . . In The Wide Window we encounter a story that
includes a hurricane, a signalling device, hungry leaches, cold cucumber soup, a
horrible villain and a doll named Pretty Penny. With 5 million copies sold in the
UK alone, one might consider Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events
to make him one of the most successful children’s authors of the past decade.
We, however, consider these miserable so-called adventure stories and the
Hollywood film starring Jim Carrey that accompanied the books for children as
nothing more than a dreadful mistake.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST
YA BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of
books to feed the soul even in the darkest of times. When Death has a story to
tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death
has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster
girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by
stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help
of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen
books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man
hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity,
award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us
one of the most enduring stories of our time. “The kind of book that can be lifechanging.” —The New York Times “Deserves a place on the same shelf with The
Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today DON’T MISS BRIDGE OF
CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.
Celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Newbery Honor–winning survival novel
Hatchet with a pocket-sized edition perfect for travelers to take along on their
own adventures. This special anniversary edition includes a new introduction and
commentary by author Gary Paulsen, pen-and-ink illustrations by Drew Willis,
and a water resistant cover. Hatchet has also been nominated as one of
America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. Thirteen-yearold Brian Robeson, haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s infidelity, is
traveling by single-engine plane to visit his father for the first time since the
divorce. When the plane crashes, killing the pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is
alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a tattered
windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present. At first
consumed by despair and self-pity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how to
make a shelter for himself, how to hunt and fish and forage for food, how to make
a fire—and even finds the courage to start over from scratch when a tornado
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ravages his campsite. When Brian is finally rescued after fifty-four days in the
wild, he emerges from his ordeal with new patience and maturity, and a greater
understanding of himself and his parents.
At the same time that Matt and Parker find the body of the dead man in the
creek, they recognize George Evans, the owner of the antique shop where
Parker's mother works.
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