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"This is the first complete English translation of the Book of Love, Longing, Intimacy and
Contentment, the thirty-sixth chapter of Abu Hamid al-Ghazali's monomuntal Revival of the
Religious Sciences ... The Book of Love ... is of fundamental importance in the history of
Islamic thought and in the development of Sufism."--Back cover.
Marvels of the Heart is a classic Sufi manual on the `science of the heart.' For Sufis, the heart
is more than a physical organ, it is the seat of the soul, which holds the key to the intimate
relationship that exists between the body and spirit. Each heart, according to traditional
wisdom accumulated over centuries of spiritual practice, possesses four qualities: predatory,
animal, demonic, and angelic. The latter represents one's true origin and potential, and through
the proper use of the intellect and by engaging in spiritual practices, one can restore
equilibrium to his inner core. As the Qur'an says: By the remembrance of God do hearts find
peace. Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d. 1111) was the leading jurist, theologian, and mystic of
premodern Islam, and remains its truest advocate in modern times. As a teacher of Sufi
initiates he recorded these practical teachings in his four-volume compendium of spiritual
knowledge, the Thya' `ulum al-din (The Revival of the Religious Sciences), from which the
present work---Book 21---is taken. Imam al-Ghazali uses a series of traditional Sufi teachings
and stories to illustrate the theme of the heart as a mirror. The light of the divine can only shine
in the heart when the seeker recalls the Prophet's teaching that "everything has a polish, and
the polish of hearts is the remembrance of God." Base character traits that accumulate when
the true nature of the heart is neglected are like "a smoke that clouds the heart's mirror"; rust
corrodes the hearts of all but those who polish them by the remembrance of God. Hearts thus
illuminated lead one to success in this life and eternal salvation in the next. Originally
translated for a PhD thesis in 1938 as "The Religious Psychology of al-Ghazzali," for years this
translation was only available to researchers and cognoscenti. Fons Vitae is proud to offer the
complete text to the general public and specialists alike.
General Description: Al-Ghazzali places great emphasis on the virtue and spiritual reward of
having a good disposition. He also discusses how to recognize the sicknesses of the spiritual
heart, the signs of a good character, the raising and training of children, and the prerequisites
of becoming a disciple.
In this work, here presented in a complete English edition for the first time, the problem of
knowing God is confronted in an original and stimulating way. Taking up the Prophet's teaching
that 'Ninety-nine Beautiful Names' are truly predicated of God, Ghazali explores the meaning
and resonance of each of these divine names, and reveals the functions they perform both in
the cosmos and in the soul of the spiritual adept. Although some of the book is rigorously
analytical, the author never fails to attract the reader with his profound mystical and ethical
insights, which, conveyed in his sincere and straightforward idiom, have made of this book one
of the perennial classics of Muslim thought, popular among Muslims to this day. This volume
won a British Book Design and Production Award in 1993.
In a multi-faith world, Islam is widely regarded as dogmatic and exclusivist. Yet in the Qur’an
we have a great and worthy example of how to live in diversity, of powerful scriptural tenets
that lend themselves precisely to engagement with those of other faiths. As such Islam has
much to add to the debate on Religious Pluralism. For Muslims the issue is a delicate one.
Aside from being tolerant and respectful of other faiths, advocating freedom of faith, and
peaceful coexistence for all humanity, Muslims have to intellectually engage on matters of
religious truth whilst defending the validity of their own Islamic tenets. This study is focused on
the Qur’anic text. It explores the Qur’anic conception of normative religious pluralism with a
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view to providing answers to questions such as whether the Qur’an itself regards normative
religious pluralism as a value system or simply a method through which the Qur’anic world
view can be actualized. In doing so the author corrects some highly controversial misquoted,
mistranslated, and/or quoted out of context verses of the Qur’an, including the so-called verse
of the sword and the perception of not taking non-Muslims as friends. In reality, the Qur’an
calls for freedom of faith and peaceful coexistence, but condemns oppression, religious
persecution, and those who initiate hostilities. In this way it not only invokes human dignity, but
restores it when it is violated.
The Alchemy of Happiness was an attempt to show ways in which the lives of a Sufi could be
based on what is demanded by Islamic law. This book allowed Al Ghazzali to considerably
reduce the tensions between the scholars and mystics. The influence of Al-Ghazzali upon both
the Christian and Islamic thinkers of the Middle Ages and beyond is being more and more
widely documented.
Although Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali lived a relatively short life (1058-1111), he
established himself as one of the most important thinkers in the history of Islam. The
Incoherence of the Philosophers, written after more than a decade of travel and ascetic
contemplation, contends that while such Muslim philosophers as Avicenna boasted of
unassailable arguments on matters of theology and metaphysics, they could not deliver on
their claims; moreover, many of their assertions represented disguised heresy and unbelief.
Despite its attempted refutation by the twelfth-century philosopher Ibn Rushd, al-Ghazali's work
remains widely read and influential.
Covers those dimensions of Islamic rituals of worship – prayer, almsgiving, fasting, Pilgrimage,
etc. which are essential to the fulfilment of inner quality. Consists of selections from alGhazali's Ihya, a pivotal work in the history of Islamic thought.
One of the most remarkable documents to have come down from classical Islamic civilization,
this autobiography of the most influential thinker of medieval Islam (1058-1111) describes his
education and his intellectual crisis, which left him so paralyzed by doubt that he was forced to
resign the most distinguished academic appointment. His faith returned after years of
wandering and seeking, during which he achieved direct knowledge of God in the form of the
illuminative experience of the Sufis. Among his most outstanding contributions to Muslim
intellectual life were masterly defenses of Islamic orthodoxy, mysticism, and law, against the
attacks of those who advocated purely legalistic, or entirely esoteric, readings of the religion.
He hence articulated the Islam of the middle way, in balance between the extremes of the
letter and the spirit. As such, his works have become a manifesto for modern Muslims
struggling against extremist and hence heterodox readings of the faith.
Afflictions that assail and control people--such as miserliness, envy, treachery, malice, and
arrogance--are examined in a study that discusses the causes and cures of these diseases
and reveals how Islamic spirituality deals with spiritual and psychological problems. Original.
The spiritual life in Islam begins with riyadat al-nafs, the inner warfare against the ego.
Distracted and polluted by worldliness, the lower self has a tendency to drag the human
creature down into arrogance and vice. Only by a powerful effort of will can the sincere
worshipper achieve the purity of soul which enables him to attain God's proximity. This
translation of two chapters from The Revival of the Religious Sciences (Ihya' 'Ulum al-Din)
details the sophisticated spiritual techniques adopted by classical Islam. In the first step, On
Disciplining the Soul, which cites copious anecdotes from the Islamic scriptures and
biographies of the saints, Ghazali explains how to acquire good character traits, and goes on
to describe how the sickness of the heart may be cured. In the second part, Breaking the Two
Desires, he focusses on the question of gluttony and sexual desire, concluding, in the words of
the Prophet, that 'the best of all matters is the middle way'. The translator has added an
introduction and notes which explore Ghazali's ability to make use of Greek as well as Islamic
Page 2/6

Read Book Al Ghazali Letter To A Disciple Ayyuhal Walad The Islamic Texts
Societys Ghazali Series
ethics. The work will prove of special interest to those interested in Sufi mysticism, comparative
ethics, and the question of sexuality in Islam.
The First Islamic Reviver presents a new biography of al-Ghazali's final decade and a half,
presenting him not as a reclusive spiritual seeker, but as an engaged Islamic revivalist seeking
to reshape his religious tradition.

The Jerusalem Epistle (al-Risala al-Qudsiyya) is a small theological tract written by
perhaps Islam's most influential thinker Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d.1111/505). Written
while living in Jerusalem, Ghazali sets out in four "cornerstones" (arkan) each with ten
"foundations" (usul) what he takes to be the core Muslim doctrine a general believer
must assent to. Although terse and short, the Jerusalem Epistle is layered with
theological and philosophical arguments. This book contains an edited version of the
original Arabic text of the Jerusalem Epistle followed by extensive notes to help the
reader unpack the key notions and arguments for further study and systematic
reflection. This is the first time a fully annotated edition of the Jerusalem Epistle has
appeared in the English language.
The 37th chapter of the Revival of Religious Sciences, this treatise focuses on the
subject of intention—which is of crucial importance in Islam—posing questions such as
How can someone ignorant of the meaning of intention verify his own intention? How
can someone ignorant of the meaning of sincerity verify his own sincerity? and How can
someone sincerely claim truthfulness if he has not verified its meaning? Renowned
theologian-mystic Abu Hamid al-Ghazali addresses these questions by expounding the
reality and levels of intention, sincerity, and truthfulness and the acts which affirm or
mar them. Each of al-Ghazali’s responses is based on the Qur’an, the example of the
Prophet, and the sayings of numerous scholars and Sufis. As relevant today as it was
in the 11th century, this discourse will be of interest to anyone concerned with ethics
and moral philosophy.
Dear Beloved Son - Ayyuhal WaladLulu.com???? ?????Ayyuha'l-WaladIslamic Texts
Society's Al-Gha
General Description: In al-Ghazzali's view, everything begins by knowing who you are.
He says that you should know that you are born with an outer form and an inner
essence and it is that inner essence or the spiritual heart that you have to come to
know in order to know who you are.
The eleventh chapter of The Revival of the Religious Sciences begins the section
dealing with man and society. In this volume concentrating on the manners relating to
eating, Ghazali first discusses what a person must uphold when eating by himself: that
the food is lawful, that both the person and the surroundings should be clean, that one
must be content with what is available, and how the person should conduct himself
while eating and after eating. Ghazali then proceeds to discuss eating in company and
says that to all the above should be added the necessity of courtesy, conversation and
the proper presentation of food. Finally, Ghazali expounds the virtues of hospitality and
generosity and the conduct of the host as well as that of the guest. Other topics that are
discussed are: abstention from food, fasting and general health.
This book is the first accurate English translation, with useful introduction and many
valuable notes, of al-Ghazali's Kitab Adab Tilawat al-Qu'ran, which is a part of his
greatest work Ihya' 'Ulum al-Deen (The Revival of the Religious Sciences). In the
Introduction of this translation (pages 9-18) the subject of Qu'ran-reading is nicely
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initiated. In chapter I (pp. 19-33) the merits of Qu'ran- recitation are discussed. In
chapters II & III (pp. 34-85) ten external etiquettes or praiseworthy manners and ten
internal (mental) tasks of Quran-recitation are set forth. In chapter IV (pp. 86-104) the
existence of deep, hidden meaning of the Qu'ran is proved as against the proponents of
outward exegetes. The obstacles to the understanding of deep, hidden meanings of the
Qu'ranic verses are pointed out. The Prophet's prohibition of Qu'ran-explanation
according to one's personal opinion is discussed in detail in pp. 90-104. In this context
the controversial problem of tafsir bi-l ray (interpretation of Qur'an acconding to valid
personal opinion) is seriously considered and supported with proofs and evidences.The
Arabic text translated here has been compared with eight other printed Arabic texts and
then translated very carefully and accurately using free-flowing, modern English
'Work for your terrestrial life in proportion to your location in it, and work for your afterlife
in proportion to your eternity in it.' This is part of the advice that the great theologian
and mystic Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (1058-1111 AD) put down in his Letter to a Disciple.
An old disciple of al-Ghazali had studied the Islamic sciences, including the many works
of his master, for most of his life. Faced with the proximity of death, he turns again to
his master this time asking for a summary of all his teachings. Letter to a Disciple is alGhazali's response. The emphasis in this short treatise is on religious and spiritual
action and on putting into practice the knowledge that one has acquired. Letter to a
Disciple can be considered as the last testament of he who is regarded as Hujjat alIslam, the 'Proof of Islam'. This new translation is presented here as a bilingual, EnglishArabic, edition.
Al-Ghazzali divides verses of the Quran into those relating to knowledge of God and
those relating to humanity's obligation to God.
The Book of Poverty and Abstinence is the thirty-fourth chapter of The Revival of the
Religions Sciences. It falls in the section dealing with the virtues. Ghazali gives
definitions of what real poverty and abstinence should be and how the poor should
conduct themselves. He goes on to describe poverty that has no virtue and which is
based on greed and love of the world. For Ghazali, the virtues of real poverty and
abstinence are closely linked with patience, contentment, lack of worldliness,
asceticism, trust and surrender to God.
AL-GHAZALI’s adapted summary of Ihya Ulum al-Din -.THE FORTY PRINCIPLES OF
THE RELIGION is a comprehensive distillation of Imam al-Ghazali’s magnum opus,
Ihya Ulum ad-Din (The Revival of the Religious Sciences), in which he explores the
spiritual depth of virtually every aspect of Islam. This condensed work presents Imam alGhazali’s profound insights regarding man’s lifelong struggle to draw closer to Allah in
a simple framework, providing the reader with a step-by-step tried and proven method
for spiritual development. The result is an essential guide to improving one’s
relationship with both the Creator and the creation and a perfect introduction to Imam alGhazali’s other great works. English translation by Nasir Abdussalam. Editing and
footnotes by Mariam Madge Conlan. A careful and idiomatic English translation of one
of Imam al-Ghazali’s most powerful books, which shows the comprehensive depth of
the Qurans teachings. Shaykh Abdal Hakim Murad (T.J. Winter) Cambridge Muslim
College About the author The Proof of Islam Imam Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn
Muhammad al-Ghazali (d. 1111) jurist, legal theorist, logician, theologian, and mystic
was a master of both the outer and inner sciences of the Shariah who is regarded by
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many as the greatest Muslim thinker to have lived after the Pious Predecessors.
Credited with dealing the deathblow to Aristotelian philosophy in the Muslim world and
bringing authentic Islamic spirituality into the mainstream, his life and thought were
extremely influential in shaping the spiritual values and practices of medieval society
and are no less relevant today.
This is a translation and parallel Arabic text of a work written as a summary of all alGhalazi's teachings.
General Description: Patience is considered to be half of faith and is necessary at all
times in all situations according to al-Ghazzali. He explains how one can gain patience.
In regard to the virtue of gratitude, he explores its opposite of ingratitude, the true
nature of blessings, how knowledge is good and ignorance is evil and blessings and
their various degrees.

The 38th chapter of the Revival of the Religious Sciences, this treatise follows on
from Al-Ghazali on Intention, Sincerity & Truthfulness. Here, Ghazali focuses on
the different stations of steadfastness in religion (murabaha), vigilance and selfexamination being its cornerstones. As in all his writings, Ghazali bases his
arguments on the Qur'an, the example of the Prophet, and the sayings of
numerous scholars and Sufis. As relevant today as it was in the 11th century, this
discourse will be of interest to anyone concerned with ethics and moral
philosophy.
The Revival of the Religious Sciences by Imam al-Ghazali can be described as a
book that will never die. This is because it contains a vital cognitive force that
time cannot obliterate. In it the Imam discusses Islamic rulings, beliefs and
character, in the style of an admonisher who understands the psyche and its
secrets as well as spiritual diseases. What distinguishes this book from others is
its strong spiritual influence on the reader which makes him seek both soundness
of heart and his Lord's pleasure through acts of worship, rather than the mere
performance of acts of worship so that they are legally valid. The book is a
comprehensive encyclopaedia for all of a Muslim's religious affairs, including
beliefs, acts of worship, dealings and character, as well as for individual and
societal welfare. Al-Ghazali's style is that of one who practices what he knows,
one who is determined to rise from the dry, ordinary manner of teaching to one
which encourages action. Abu Hamid al-Ghazali is a towering figure in Islam. His
enormous influence can be summarized, in the words of Annemarie Schimmel,
as the one who "teaches... only to help man to live a life in accordance with the
sacred law, not by clinging exclusively to its letter, but by an understanding of its
deeper meaning ... so that he is ready for the meeting with his Lord at any
moment." His greatest work Ihya' 'Ulum al-Din (The Revival of the Religious
Sciences), comprising forty books divided into four quarters of ten books each,
has helped generations towards this end until today.
The Book of Patience and Thankfulness is the thirty-second chapter of The
Revival of the Religious Sciences which is widely regarded as the greatest work
of Islamic spirituality. Written by one of the most famous theologian-mystics of all
time, The Book of Patience and Thankfulness discusses two of the virtues of the
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religious and spiritual life that are of universal interest. -Zainab al-Ghazali was falsely accused and imprisoned for conspiring to kill Jamal
'Abd al-Nasir the president of Egypt in 1965. While awaiting trial she was
subjected to torture. This book presents her ordeal and the inspirational way in
which she reacted: with increased determination to promote an Islamic cause
and renewed belief in her principles and faith.
A representative and wide range of Imam al-Ghazali s aphorisms with
accompanying commentaries, presented in a beautiful gift format."
Muhammad al-Shahrastani, the famous Muslim theologian of the 12th century
and author of the Book of Religious and Philosophical Sects, was greatly
influenced by Ismaili teachings. In this work al-Shahrastani refutes the
metaphysics of Ibn Sina (Avicenna) from an Ismaili point of view.
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