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From the bestselling author of The Hidden Diary of Marie Antoinette comes a dramatic
novel and powerful love story about the last Russian imperial family. It is 1989 and
Daria Gradov is an elderly grandmother living in the rural West. What neighbors and
even her children don't know, however, is that she is not who she claims to be—the
widow of a Russian immigrant of modest means. In actuality she began her life as the
Grand Duchess Tatiana, known as Tania to her parents, Tsar Nicholas II and Tsarina
Alexandra. And so begins the latest entrancing historical entertainment by Carolly
Erickson. At its center is young Tania, who lives a life of incomparable luxury in pre-
Revolutionary Russia, from the magnificence of the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg to
the family's private enclave outside the capital. Tania is one of four daughters, and the
birth of her younger brother Alexei is both a blessing and a curse. When he is
diagnosed with hemophilia and the key to his survival lies in the mysterious power of
the illiterate monk Rasputin, it is merely an omen of much worse things to come. Soon
war breaks out and revolution sweeps the family from power and into claustrophobic
imprisonment in Siberia. Into Tania's world comes a young soldier whose life she helps
to save and who becomes her partner in daring plans to rescue the imperial family from
certain death.
A woman's bungled act of kindness sparks a chain of events that reverberates through
the generations uncovering secrets, lies and the biggest scientific controversy of the
nineteenth century, the classification of the platypus. Two women, a century apart, are
drawn into a mystery surrounding the biggest scientific controversy of the nineteenth
century, the classification of the platypus. 1808 Agnes Banks, NSW Rose Winton wants
nothing more than to work with her father, eminent naturalist Charles Winton, on his
groundbreaking study of the platypus. Not only does she love him with all her heart, but
the discoveries they have made could turn the scientific world on its head. When
Charles is unable to make the long sea journey to present his findings to the prestigious
Royal Society in England, Rose must venture forth in his stead. What she discovers
there will change the lives of future generations. 1908 Sydney, NSW Tamsin Alleyn has
been given a mission: travel to the Hunter Valley and retrieve an old sketchbook of
debateable value, gifted to the Mitchell Library by a recluse. But when she gets there,
she finds there is more to the book than meets the eye, and more than one interested
party. Shaw Everdene, a young antiquarian bookseller and lawyer, seems to have his
own agenda when it comes to the book but Tamsin decides to work with him to try and
discover the book's true provenance. The deeper they delve, the more intricate the
mystery becomes. As the lives of two women a century apart converge, discoveries rise
up from the past and reach into the future, with irrevocable consequences...
A portrait of the late-eighteenth-century Russian ruler discusses how she seized and
kept the throne in spite of her illegitimate claim and a series of wars, rebellions, and
plagues, tracing how she rendered Russia a major European power.
Traces the life and legacy of the turn-of-the-twentieth-century magician, covering his
vaudeville successes, rivalry with Houdini, and role in setting the standard for magical
performances today.
Reconstructs the final days and hours of the Romanovs, as recorded by the
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Englishman who was their tutor
A study of the marriage of the last Russian tsar and tsarina offers psychological insights
into their relationship and covers the Empress's ill health, their relationship with
confidante Ania Vyrubova, and their reliance on the infamous Rasputin.
Russian playwright and historian Radzinsky mines sources never before available to
create a fascinating portrait of the monarch, and a minute-by-minute account of his
terrifying last days.
Abundant, newly discovered sources shatter long-held beliefs The collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991 revealed, among many other things, a hidden wealth of archival
documents relating to the imprisonment and eventual murder of Tsar Nicholas II, his
wife Alexandra, and their children. Emanating from sources both within and close to the
Imperial Family as well as from their captors and executioners, these often-
controversial materials have enabled a new and comprehensive examination of one the
pivotal events of the twentieth century and the many controversies that surround it.
Based on a careful analysis of more than 500 of these previously unpublished
documents, along with numerous newly discovered photos, The Fate of the Romanovs
makes compelling revisions to many long-held beliefs about the Romanovs' final
months and moments.
Julia Gelardi's Born to Rule is an historical tour de force that weaves together the
powerful and moving stories of the five royal granddaughters of Queen Victoria.
These five women were all married to reigning European monarchs during the
early part of the 20th century, and it was their reaction to the First World War that
shaped the fate of a continent and the future of the modern world. Here are the
stories of Alexandra, whose enduring love story, controversial faith in Rasputin,
and tragic end have become the stuff of legend; Marie, the flamboyant and
eccentric queen who battled her way through a life of intrigues and was also the
mother of two Balkan queens and of the scandalous Carol II of Romania; Victoria
Eugenie, Spain's very English queen who, like Alexandra, introduced hemophilia
into her husband's family-with devastating consequences for her marriage; Maud,
King Edward VII's daughter, who was independent Norway's reluctant queen;
and Sophie, Kaiser Wilhelm II's much maligned sister, daughter of an Emperor
and herself the mother of no less than three kings and a queen, who ended her
days in bitter exile. Born to Rule evokes a world of luxury, wealth, and power in a
bygone era, while also recounting the ordeals suffered by a unique group of royal
women who at times faced poverty, exile, and death. Praised in their lifetimes for
their legendary beauty, many of these women were also lauded-and reviled-for
their political influence. Using never before published letters, memoirs, diplomatic
documents, secondary sources, and interviews with descendents of the subjects,
Julia Gelardi's Born to Rule is an astonishing and memorable work of popular
history.
In nineteenth-century Paris, the pampered demimonde became almost
indistinguishable from the haut monde, with mythical reputations growing up
around its most alluring and favored celebrities. Grandes Horizantales examines
the lives of four of the era's best-known courtesans-Marie Duplessis, La

Page 2/8



Download File PDF Alix And Nicky The Passion Of Last Tsar Tsarina Virginia
Rounding

Présidente, La Païva, and Cora Pearl-and the men who were their lovers,
providing a provocative look into the parlors and boudoirs of the women whose
lives became legends.
It is 1875, and Ann Eliza Young has recently separated from her powerful
husband, Brigham Young, prophet and leader of the Mormon Church. Expelled
and an outcast, Ann Eliza embarks on a crusade to end polygamy in the United
States. A rich account of her family’s polygamous history is revealed, including
how both she and her mother became plural wives. Yet soon after Ann Eliza’s
story begins, a second exquisite narrative unfolds–a tale of murder involving a
polygamist family in present-day Utah. Jordan Scott, a young man who was
thrown out of his fundamentalist sect years earlier, must reenter the world that
cast him aside in order to discover the truth behind his father’s death. And as
Ann Eliza’s narrative intertwines with that of Jordan’s search, readers are pulled
deeper into the mysteries of love, family, and faith.
Contains primary source material.
Her life and family changed forever by the sinking of the Titanic and betrayed by
the scandalous secrets of her husband, Annabelle Worthington flees New York
for war-torn France, where, in a field hospital run by women in the midst of World
War I, she finds her true calling in medicine, until years later, a fateful encounter
brings her face to face with her past. 750,000 first printing.
For readers of Philippa Gregory and Alison Weir comes a dramatic novel of the
beloved Empress Maria, the Danish princess who became the mother of the last
Russian tsar. “This epic tale is captivating and beautifully told.”—Lisa Wingate,
New York Times bestselling author of Before We Were Yours Barely nineteen,
Minnie knows that her station in life as a Danish princess is to leave her family
and enter into a royal marriage—as her older sister Alix has done, moving to
England to wed Queen Victoria’s eldest son. The winds of fortune bring Minnie
to Russia, where she marries the Romanov heir, Alexander, and once he
ascends the throne, becomes empress. When resistance to his reign strikes at
the heart of her family and the tsar sets out to crush all who oppose him,
Minnie—now called Maria—must tread a perilous path of compromise in a country
she has come to love. Her husband’s death leaves their son Nicholas as the
inexperienced ruler of a deeply divided and crumbling empire. Determined to
guide him to reforms that will bring Russia into the modern age, Maria faces
implacable opposition from Nicholas’s strong-willed wife, Alexandra, whose
fervor has led her into a disturbing relationship with a mystic named Rasputin. As
the unstoppable wave of revolution rises anew to engulf Russia, Maria will face
her most dangerous challenge and her greatest heartache. From the opulent
palaces of St. Petersburg and the intrigue-laced salons of the aristocracy to the
World War I battlefields and the bloodied countryside occupied by the Bolsheviks,
C. W. Gortner sweeps us into the anarchic fall of an empire and the complex,
bold heart of the woman who tried to save it. Praise for The Romanov Empress
“Timely . . . [Gortner’s] ability to weave what reads as a simple tale from such
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complex historical and familial storylines is impressive. . . . Maria’s life as a royal
reads like a historical soap opera.”—USA Today “Gortner, an experienced hand
at recreating the unique aura of a particular time and place, will deftly sweep
historical-fictions fans into this glamorous, turbulent, and ultimately tragic chapter
in history.”—Booklist (starred review) “Mesmerizing . . . This insightful first-person
account of the downfall of the Romanov rule . . . is the powerful story of a mother
trying to save her family and an aristocrat fighting to maintain rule in a country of
rebellion.”—Publishers Weekly “A twist on the tragic story you’ve heard many
times before.”—Bustle
Famed merchants' extremely rare catalog depicting about 1,700 products:
clothing, housewares, firearms, dry goods, jewelry, and more. Invaluable for
dating and identifying vintage items. Also, royalty-free graphics for artists and
designers. Co-published with Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village.
The private correspondence and diaries of the Romanovs, obtained from the
Russian State Archive, offer an intimate look at the romance of the tsar and
tsarina and the most significant events of the early 1900s. 50,000 first printing.
$50,000 ad/promo.
From the bestselling author of Stalin and The Last Tsar comes The Rasputin File, a
remarkable biography of the mystical monk and bizarre philanderer whose role in the demise
of the Romanovs and the start of the revolution can only now be fully known. For almost a
century, historians could only speculate about the role Grigory Rasputin played in the downfall
of tsarist Russia. But in 1995 a lost file from the State Archives turned up, a file that contained
the complete interrogations of Rasputin’s inner circle. With this extensive and explicit
amplification of the historical record, Edvard Radzinsky has written a definitive biography,
reconstructing in full the fascinating life of an improbable holy man who changed the course of
Russian history. Translated from the Russian by Judson Rosengrant.
Once upon a time there was a handsome sixteen-year-old prince who was the heir to one sixth
of the world and to the largest private fortune on earth. Once there was a beautiful golden-
haired princess who came from a small German duchy. They met and their love forever
changed the course of history. This is their story, told in Alexandra's voice, the tale of Nicholas
Romanov and Alexandra of Hesse, who became her Imperial Highness Alexandra Feodorovna
of Russia, the last Empress of Russia. Long before the tragedy there was the romance, the
one-of-a-kind fairytale story of two beautiful young people who met, loved, and were given
everything that money could buy, combined with nearly limitless earthly power. They must
have lived happily ever after. Didn't they ...? Part II: 'The Empress of Tears, ' covering the
years 1895-1904, will be published in the early summer of 2016.
The story of the love that ended an empire In this commanding book, Pulitzer Prize–winning
author Robert K. Massie sweeps readers back to the extraordinary world of Imperial Russia to
tell the story of the Romanovs’ lives: Nicholas’s political naïveté, Alexandra’s obsession with
the corrupt mystic Rasputin, and little Alexis’s brave struggle with hemophilia. Against a lavish
backdrop of luxury and intrigue, Massie unfolds a powerful drama of passion and history—the
story of a doomed empire and the death-marked royals who watched it crumble. BONUS: This
edition contains an excerpt from Robert K. Massie's Catherine the Great. Praise for Nicholas
and Alexandra “A larger-than-life drama.”—Saturday Review “A moving, rich book . . . [This]
revealing, densely documented account of the last Romanovs focuses not on the great events
. . . but on the royal family and their evil nemesis. . . . The tale is so bizarre, no melodrama is
equal to it.”—Newsweek “A wonderfully rich tapestry, the colors fresh and clear, every strand
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sewn in with a sure hand. Mr. Massie describes those strange and terrible years with sympathy
and understanding. . . . They come vividly before our eyes.”—The New York Times “An all-too-
human picture . . . Both Nicholas and Alexandra with all their failings come truly alive, as does
their almost storybook romance.”—Newsday “A magnificent and intimate picture . . . Not only
the main characters but a whole era become alive and comprehensible.”—Harper’s
The inspiring story of one girl's struggle against poverty, hunger and family cruelty, set in
1920s London.
"The acclaimed author of Young Stalin and Jerusalem gives readers an accessible, lively
account--based in part on new archival material--of the extraordinary men and women who
ruled Russia for three centuries."--NoveList.
On 17 July 1918, four young women walked down twenty-three steps into the cellar of a house
in Ekaterinburg. The eldest was twenty-two, the youngest only seventeen. Together with their
parents and their thirteen-year-old brother, they were all brutally murdered. Their crime: to be
the daughters of the last Tsar and Tsaritsa of All the Russias. In Four Sisters acclaimed
biographer Helen Rappaport offers readers the most authoritative account yet of the Grand
Duchesses Olga, Tatiana, Maria and Anastasia. Drawing on their own letters and diaries, she
paints a vivid picture of their lives in the dying days of the Romanov dynasty. We see, almost
for the first time, their journey from a childhood of enormous privilege, throughout which they
led a very sheltered and largely simple life, to young womanhood - their first romantic crushes,
their hopes and dreams, the difficulty of coping with a mother who was a chronic invalid and a
haeomophiliac brother, and, latterly, the trauma of the revolution and its terrible consequences.
Compellingly readable, meticulously researched and deeply moving, Four Sisters gives these
young women a voice, and allows their story to resonate for readers almost a century after
their death.
Gathers photographs of the life of the imperial family of Russia's last ruler
An album that chronicles both a tragic tale of failed leadership and an extraordinary love story
compiles more than three hundred family photographs of the last czar, Nicholas II, his wife
Alexandra Feodorovna, their hemophiliac son, and their four daughters.
History.
An in-depth look at the ceremonies, intrigues and luxurious daily life of the Romanov
court. Drawing on fifteen years of research and previously unpublished documents the
author brings to life the details of the Romanov lifestyle from table settings and servant
life to salacious sexual scandals.
In August 1914, Russia entered World War I, and with it, the imperial family of Tsar
Nicholas II was thrust into a conflict they would not survive. His eldest child, Olga
Nikolaevna, great-granddaughter of Queen Victoria, had begun a diary in 1905 when
she was ten years old and kept writing her thoughts and impressions of day-to-day life
as a grand duchess until abruptly ending her entries when her father abdicated his
throne in March 1917. Held at the State Archives of the Russian Federation in Moscow,
Olga's diaries during the wartime period have never been translated into English until
this volume. At the outset of the war, Olga and her sister Tatiana worked as nurses in a
military hospital along with their mother, Tsarina Alexandra. Olga's younger sisters,
Maria and Anastasia, visited the infirmaries to help raise the morale of the wounded
and sick soldiers. The strain was indeed great, as Olga records her impressions of
tending to the officers who had been injured and maimed in the fighting on the Russian
front. Concerns about her sickly brother, Aleksei, abound, as well those for her father,
who is seen attempting to manage the ongoing war. Gregori Rasputin appears in
entries, too, in an affectionate manner as one would expect of a family friend. While the
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diaries reflect the interests of a young woman, her tone grows increasingly serious as
the Russian army suffers setbacks, Rasputin is ultimately murdered, and a popular
movement against her family begins to grow.
At the age of nineteen, Queen Victoria's granddaughter, Princess Elizabeth of Hesse,
stepped into the glittering court of the Romanovs, beginning a journey that would lead
her from the shimmering ballrooms of St. Petersburg to the back streets of Moscow.
Through intrigues, assassination, war and revolution, to the tragedy of her own horrific
murder, she remained true to her calling to bring beauty into the world. Based on the
true story of 'the most beautiful princess in Europe', this novel is written in tribute to a
remarkable and courageous woman.
Photos from the Romanovs' own albums depict the family life of the Tsar
The true story of the bastard son who made himself a king and the woman who melted
his heart. The stirring history of William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy, who
invaded England and became the King. His victory, concluded at the Battle of Hastings
in 1066, is known as the Norman Conquest. Known for her exhaustive research and
ability to bring past eras to life, bestselling author Georgette Heyer tells the story of
William the Conqueror, who became King of England in 1066, and his queen Matilda,
the high–born noblewoman who at first scornfully spurned him. William was an
illegitimate child of a nobleman, who won his dukedom through force of will, and went
on to bring European feudalism to England, along with a program of building and
fortification that included the building of the Tower of London. The historical novel
includes Heyer's brilliant period language and her perfect grasp of the details of the day
– clothing, armor, weapons, and food – making for a fascinating and blood–stirring read.
Bonus reading group guide available inside. "From the moment when the infant
grasped his father's sword with a strength unusual in one so young, William showed
himself a leader among men. The Conqueror grew out of an incredible amount of
historical research into the way of life, the way of speech, the way of thought, and
feeling, and praying in the Eleventh Century. Without sacrificing the flow of her plot,
Miss Heyer conveys an understanding of this period, more authentic as well as more
colorful than many historical tomes. It is obvious in reading this novel that Georgette
Heyer is indeed a mistress of her craft." — Best Sellers "Perfect craftsmanship." — The
New York Times Book Review "Georgette Heyer achieves what the rest of us only
aspire to." — Katie Fforde "My favourite historical novelist." — Margaret Drabble
In the years before World War I, the great European powers were ruled by three first
cousins: King George V, Kaiser Wilhelm II, and Tsar Nicholas II. Carter uses the
cousins' correspondence and a host of historical sources to tell their tragicomic stories.
Smithfield, settled on the fringes of Roman London, was once a place of revelry.
Jesters and crowds flocked for the medieval St Bartholomew's Day celebrations,
tournaments were plentiful and it became the location of London's most famous meat
market. Yet in Tudor England, Smithfield had another, more sinister use: the public
execution of heretics. The Burning Time is a vivid insight into an era in which what was
orthodoxy one year might be dangerous heresy the next. The first martyrs were
Catholics, who cleaved to Rome in defiance of Henry VIII's break with the papacy. But
with the accession of Henry's daughter Mary - soon to be nicknamed 'Bloody Mary' - the
charge of heresy was leveled against devout Protestants, who chose to burn rather
than recant. At the center of Virginia Rounding's vivid account of this extraordinary
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period are two very different characters. The first is Richard Rich, Thomas Cromwell's
protégé, who, almost uniquely, remained in a position of great power, influence and
wealth under three Tudor monarchs, and who helped send many devout men and
women to their deaths. The second is John Deane, Rector of St Bartholomew's, who
was able, somehow, to navigate the treacherous waters of changing dogma and help
others to survive. The Burning Time is their story, but it is also the story of the hundreds
of men and women who were put to the fire for their faith.
This is a new release of the original 1931 edition.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • This instant classic explores how we can
change our lives by changing our habits. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY The Wall Street Journal • Financial Times In The Power of
Habit, award-winning business reporter Charles Duhigg takes us to the thrilling
edge of scientific discoveries that explain why habits exist and how they can be
changed. Distilling vast amounts of information into engrossing narratives that
take us from the boardrooms of Procter & Gamble to the sidelines of the NFL to
the front lines of the civil rights movement, Duhigg presents a whole new
understanding of human nature and its potential. At its core, The Power of Habit
contains an exhilarating argument: The key to exercising regularly, losing weight,
being more productive, and achieving success is understanding how habits work.
As Duhigg shows, by harnessing this new science, we can transform our
businesses, our communities, and our lives. With a new Afterword by the author
“Sharp, provocative, and useful.”—Jim Collins “Few [books] become essential
manuals for business and living. The Power of Habit is an exception. Charles
Duhigg not only explains how habits are formed but how to kick bad ones and
hang on to the good.”—Financial Times “A flat-out great read.”—David Allen,
bestselling author of Getting Things Done: The Art of Stress-Free Productivity
“You’ll never look at yourself, your organization, or your world quite the same
way.”—Daniel H. Pink, bestselling author of Drive and A Whole New Mind
“Entertaining . . . enjoyable . . . fascinating . . . a serious look at the science of
habit formation and change.”—The New York Times Book Review
'Ella darling, There are things I have concealed from you up till now that I think
you ought to know; things that have turned me from a different person from the
Ronald you know.' So, in April 1918, Ronald Skirth, a non-commissioned officer
in the Royal Artillery, wrote to his sweetheart, back in England. A year before,
Skirth, then just nineteen years old, had been sent to fight on the Western Front.
This is his story, the story of a young man who went to war a devoted servant of
King and country and returned utterly convinced that war, all war, was wrong and
who acted upon his convictions, making a pact with God that he would not kill.
This riveting memoir was written fifty years after the end of the war, drawing on
his own contemporary diary entries and letters home. Never published before, it
affords a vivid, moving and surprising insight into that most dreadful of conflicts.
The recently declassified diary reveals the Empress's thoughts up until her
execution
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Taking advantage of material unavailable until the fall of the Soviet Union,
Erickson portrays Alexandra's story as a closely observed, enthrallingly
documented, progressive psychological retreat from reality. The lives of the
Romanovs were full of color and drama, but the personal life of Alexandra has
remained enigmatic. Under Erickson's masterful scrutiny the full dimensions of
the Empresses' singular psychology are revealed: her childhood bereavement,
her long struggle to attain her romantic goal of marriage to Nicholas, the anguish
of her pathological shyness, her struggles with her in-laws, her false pregnancy,
her increasing eccentricities and loss of self as she became more preoccupied
with matters of faith, and her increasing dependence on a series of occult
mentors, the most notorious of whom was Rasputin. With meticulous care, long
practiced skill, and generous imagination, Erickson crafts a character who lives
and breathes.
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