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“Brilliantly researched, utterly gripping history: the first full account of a remarkable group of Jewish refugees—a topsecret band of brothers—who waged war on Hitler.”—Alex Kershaw, New York Times best-selling author of The Longest
Winter and TheLiberator The incredible World War II saga of the German-Jewish commandos who fought in Britain’s
most secretive special-forces unit—but whose story has gone untold until now June 1942. The shadow of the Third Reich
has fallen across the European continent. In desperation, Winston Churchill and his chief of staff form an unusual plan: a
new commando unit made up of Jewish refugees who have escaped to Britain. The resulting volunteers are a motley
group of intellectuals, artists, and athletes, most from Germany and Austria. Many have been interned as enemy aliens,
and have lost their families, their homes—their whole worlds. They will stop at nothing to defeat the Nazis. Trained in
counterintelligence and advanced combat, this top secret unit becomes known as X Troop. Some simply call them a
suicide squad. Drawing on extensive original research, including interviews with the last surviving members, Leah Garrett
follows this unique band of brothers from Germany to England and back again, with stops at British internment camps,
the beaches of Normandy, the battlefields of Italy and Holland, and the hellscape of Terezin concentration camp—the
scene of one of the most dramatic, untold rescues of the war. For the first time, X Troop tells the astonishing story of
these secret shock troops and their devastating blows against the Nazis. “Garrett’s detective work is stunning, and her
storytelling is masterful. This is an original account of Jewish rescue, resistance, and revenge.”—Wendy Lower, author of
The Ravine and National Book Award finalist Hitler’s Furies
A masterful and comprehensive chronicle of World War II, by internationally bestselling historian Antony Beevor. Over the
past two decades, Antony Beevor has established himself as one of the world's premier historians of WWII. His multiaward winning books have included Stalingrad and The Fall of Berlin 1945. Now, in his newest and most ambitious book,
he turns his focus to one of the bloodiest and most tragic events of the twentieth century, the Second World War. In this
searing narrative that takes us from Hitler's invasion of Poland on September 1st, 1939 to V-J day on August 14, 1945
and the war's aftermath, Beevor describes the conflict and its global reach -- one that included every major power. The
result is a dramatic and breathtaking single-volume history that provides a remarkably intimate account of the war that,
more than any other, still commands attention and an audience. Thrillingly written and brilliantly researched, Beevor's
grand and provocative account is destined to become the definitive work on this complex, tragic, and endlessly
fascinating period in world history, and confirms once more that he is a military historian of the first rank.
Considering both the paradoxes and the possibilities of postwar America, William H. Chafe portrays the significant
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cultural and political themes that have colored America's past and present, including issues of race, class, gender,
foreign policy, and economic and social reform. He examines such subjects as the Vietnam War, the civil rights
movement, the origins and the end of the Cold War, the culture of the 1970s, the rise of the New Right, the events of
September 11th and their aftermath, and various presidencies.
From a Navajo code talker to a Tuskegee pilot, Takaki examines the many contributions and sacrifices of America's
minorities--blacks, Chinese, Native Americans and others--during World War II. Photos.
“Tells how America, since the end of World War II, has turned away from its ideals and goodness to become a match
setting the world on fire” (Seymour Hersh, investigative journalist and national security correspondent). World War II
marked the apogee of industrialized “total war.” Great powers savaged one another. Hostilities engulfed the globe.
Mobilization extended to virtually every sector of every nation. Air war, including the terror bombing of civilians, emerged
as a central strategy of the victorious Anglo-American powers. The devastation was catastrophic almost everywhere, with
the notable exception of the United States, which exited the strife unmatched in power and influence. The death toll of
fighting forces plus civilians worldwide was staggering. The Violent American Century addresses the US-led
transformations in war conduct and strategizing that followed 1945—beginning with brutal localized hostilities, proxy wars,
and the nuclear terror of the Cold War, and ending with the asymmetrical conflicts of the present day. The military
playbook now meshes brute force with a focus on non-state terrorism, counterinsurgency, clandestine operations, a vast
web of overseas American military bases, and—most touted of all—a revolutionary new era of computerized “precision”
warfare. In contrast to World War II, postwar death and destruction has been comparatively small. By any other measure,
it has been appalling—and shows no sign of abating. The author, recipient of a Pulitzer Prize and a National Book Award,
draws heavily on hard data and internal US planning and pronouncements in this concise analysis of war and terror in
our time. In doing so, he places US policy and practice firmly within the broader context of global mayhem, havoc, and
slaughter since World War II—always with bottom-line attentiveness to the human costs of this legacy of unceasing
violence. “Dower delivers a convincing blow to publisher Henry Luce’s benign ‘American Century’ thesis.” —Publishers
Weekly
This reader brings together 78 primary documents that capture the diversity of experiences of Americans who lived
through World War II, from presidents and generals to war workers and GIs. Illustrates the political, diplomatic and
military history of the conflict, including well-known documents, such as the Atlantic Charter and Franklin Roosevelt’s
Congressional address requesting a declaration of war against Japan Highlights the far-reaching economic, social and
cultural changes caused by the war, such as the struggles to find day care for the children of women war workers, and
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the experiences returning veterans Includes an introduction, document headnotes and questions at the end of each
chapter designed to encourage students to engage with the material critically
Designed to give students a concise exploration of World War II’s transformative role in American life, the new edition of
Wartime America retains the framework of the original edition with new important focus on topics such as other home
fronts, the lives of veterans, coverage of WWII as the Good War, and the concept of “the Greatest Generation.”
American Women during World War II documents the lives and stories of women who contributed directly to the war
effort via official and semi-official military organizations, as well as the millions of women who worked in civilian defense
industries, ranging from aircraft maintenance to munitions manufacturing and much more. It also illuminates how the war
changed the lives of women in more traditional home front roles. All women had to cope with rationing of basic household
goods, and most women volunteered in war-related programs. Other entries discuss institutional change, as the war
affected every aspect of life, including as schools, hospitals, and even religion. American Women during World War II
provides a handy one-volume collection of information and images suitable for any public or professional library.
"Magnificent. . . . Seldom has a study of the past combined such erudition with such exuberance." —The Guardian "No-one with an
interest in the Second World War should be without this book; and indeed nor should anyone who cares about how our world has
come about." —The Daily Telegraph Pre-eminent WWII historian Michael Burleigh delivers a brilliant new examination of the day-today moral crises underpinning the momentous conflicts of the Second World War. A magisterial counterpart to his award-winning
and internationally bestselling The Third Reich, winner of the Samuel Johnson prize, Moral Combat offers a unique and riveting
look at, in the words of The Times (London), "not just the war planners faced with the prospect of bombing Dresden or the
atrocities of the Holocaust, but also the individuals working at the coalface of war, killing or murdering, resisting or collaborating."
For three generations of Americans, World War II has been a touchstone for the understanding of conflict and of America’s role in
global affairs. But if World War II helped shape the perception of war for Americans, American media in turn shape the
understanding and memory of World War II. Concentrating on key popular films, television series, and digital games from the last
two decades, this book explores the critical influence World War II continues to exert on a generation of Americans born over thirty
years after the conflict ended. It explains how the war was configured in the media of the wartime generation and how it came to
be repurposed by their progeny, the Baby Boomers. In doing so, it identifies the framework underpinning the mediation of World
War II memory in the current generation’s media and develops a model that provides insight into the strategies of representation
that shape the American perspective of war in general.
World War II was crucial in the development of the emerging Civil Rights movement, whether through the economic and social
impact of the war, or through demands for equality in the military. This period was characterized by an intense transformation of
black hopes and expectations, encouraged by real socio-economic shifts and departures in federal policy. During the war, black
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self consciousness found powerful expression in new movements such as the "Double V" campaign that linked the fight for
democracy at home for the fight for democracy abroad.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW AND KIRKUS REVIEWS From the acclaimed author of Citizens of London comes the definitive account of the debate
over American intervention in World War II—a bitter, sometimes violent clash of personalities and ideas that divided the nation and
ultimately determined the fate of the free world. At the center of this controversy stood the two most famous men in America:
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who championed the interventionist cause, and aviator Charles Lindbergh, who as unofficial
leader and spokesman for America’s isolationists emerged as the president’s most formidable adversary. Their contest of wills
personified the divisions within the country at large, and Lynne Olson makes masterly use of their dramatic personal stories to
create a poignant and riveting narrative. While FDR, buffeted by political pressures on all sides, struggled to marshal public
support for aid to Winston Churchill’s Britain, Lindbergh saw his heroic reputation besmirched—and his marriage thrown into
turmoil—by allegations that he was a Nazi sympathizer. Spanning the years 1939 to 1941, Those Angry Days vividly re-creates the
rancorous internal squabbles that gripped the United States in the period leading up to Pearl Harbor. After Germany vanquished
most of Europe, America found itself torn between its traditional isolationism and the urgent need to come to the aid of Britain, the
only country still battling Hitler. The conflict over intervention was, as FDR noted, “a dirty fight,” rife with chicanery and intrigue,
and Those Angry Days recounts every bruising detail. In Washington, a group of high-ranking military officers, including the Air
Force chief of staff, worked to sabotage FDR’s pro-British policies. Roosevelt, meanwhile, authorized FBI wiretaps of Lindbergh
and other opponents of intervention. At the same time, a covert British operation, approved by the president, spied on antiwar
groups, dug up dirt on congressional isolationists, and planted propaganda in U.S. newspapers. The stakes could not have been
higher. The combatants were larger than life. With the immediacy of a great novel, Those Angry Days brilliantly recalls a time
fraught with danger when the future of democracy and America’s role in the world hung in the balance. Praise for Those Angry
Days “Powerfully [re-creates] this tenebrous era . . . Olson captures in spellbinding detail the key figures in the battle between the
Roosevelt administration and the isolationist movement.”—The New York Times Book Review “Popular history at its most riveting .
. . In Those Angry Days, journalist-turned-historian Lynne Olson captures [the] period in a fast-moving, highly readable narrative
punctuated by high drama.”—Associated Press
Surveys the bureaucratic mistakes--including poor weapons and strategic blunders--that marked America's entry into World War II,
showing how these errors were overcome by the citizens waging the war.
Looks at the contributions of women during World War II as nurses, members of the armed forces, factory workers, and civil
volunteers
The colossal scale of World War II required a mobilization effort greater than anything attempted in all of the world's history. The
United States had to fight a war across two oceans and three continents--and to do so, it had to build and equip a military that was
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all but nonexistent before the war began. Never in the nation's history did it have to create, outfit, transport, and supply huge
armies, navies, and air forces on so many distant and disparate fronts. The Axis powers might have fielded better-trained soldiers,
better weapons, and better tanks and aircraft, but they could not match American productivity. The United States buried its
enemies in aircraft, ships, tanks, and guns; in this sense, American industry and American workers, won World War II. The scale
of the effort was titanic, and the result historic. Not only did it determine the outcome of the war, but it transformed the American
economy and society. Maury Klein's A Call to Arms is the definitive narrative history of this epic struggle--told by one of America's
greatest historians of business and economics--and renders the transformation of America with a depth and vividness never
available before.
On the night of July 9/10, 1943 the All Americans of the 82nd Airborne Division jumped into history as they made their first
parachute assault of World War II. Three others would follow: Salerno, Normandy, and Holland. In total the division served more
than three hundred days in combat, a record unmatched by any other American division. With nearly four hundred historic
photographs, many never before published, The All Americans in World War II provides a complete photographic history of the
82nd Airborne Division as it fought its way across Sicily, Italy, France, Belgium, and Germany, ultimately all the way to Berlin as
part of the American occupation forces. This book is an essential addition to any serious World War II collection and a tribute to
the fighting spirit of this legendary division.
During WW II, the closest most Americans ever came to combat was through the cartoons of Bill Mauldin, the most beloved
enlisted man in the U.S. Army. This book brings together Mauldin’s complete works from 1940 through the end of the war under
one cover. This collection of over 600 cartoons, most never before reprinted, is more than the record of a great artist: it is an
essential chronicle of America’s citizen-soldiers from peace through war to victory.
With The South and America Since World War II, author James C. Cobb provides the first truly comprehensive history of the South
since World War II. He brilliantly captures an era of dramatic change, both in the South and in its relationship with the rest of the
nation. In this sweeping narrative, Cobb covers such diverse topics as "Dixiecrats," the "southern strategy," the South's domination
of today's GOP, immigration, the national ascendance of southern culture and music, and the roles of women and an increasingly
visible gay population in contemporary southern life. Beginning with the early stages of the civil rights struggle, Cobb discusses
how the attack on Pearl Harbor set the stage for the demise of Jim Crow. He examines the NAACP's postwar assault on the
South's racial system, the famous bus boycott in Montgomery, the emergence of Rev. Martin Luther King in the movement, and
the dramatic protests and confrontations that finally brought profound racial changes, and two-party politics to the South. Cobb
writes with wit and grace, showing a thorough grasp of his native region. Exhaustively researched and brimming with original
insights, The South and America Since World War II offers the definitive history of the postwar South and its changing role in
national life.
Tells of the Amerian efforts to provide equipment for World War II and tells of the situation in America at the time.
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The first full-length study of World War II from the Latin American perspective, this unique volume offers an in-depth analysis of the
region during wartime. Each country responded to World War II according to its own national interests, which often conflicted with
those of the Allies, including the United States. The contributors systematically consider how each country dealt with commonly
shared problems: the Axis threat to the national order, the extent of military cooperation with the Allies, and the war's impact on the
national economy and domestic political and social structures. Drawing on both U.S. and Latin American primary sources, the
book offers a rigorous comparison of the wartime experiences of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Central America, Gran Colombia, the
Dominican Republic, Mexico, Panama, and Puerto Rico.
Examines the myriad consequences of World War II for racial attitudes and the presidential response to civil rights.
One of WW2 Reads "Top 20 Must-Read WWII Books of 2018" • A Christian Science Monitor Best Book of September • One of
The Progressive's "Favorite Books of 2018" "Masterful...not only filled with engrossing history but includes a cast of characters
who could be the subject of Hollywood movies." —San Francisco Chronicle "Riveting...McConahay is a seasoned storyteller. Her
stories are gripping, especially when she dives deep into little-known waters." —The Wall Street Journal "Fascinating...In
McConahay's telling, wartime Latin America is a hotbed of skullduggery, violence, and cinematic propaganda straight out of
Hollywood." —Christian Science Monitor The gripping and little known story of the fight for the allegiance of Latin America during
World War II The Tango War by Mary Jo McConahay fills an important gap in WWII history. Beginning in the thirties, both sides
were well aware of the need to control not just the hearts and minds but also the resources of Latin America. The fight was often
dirty: residents were captured to exchange for U.S. prisoners of war and rival spy networks shadowed each other across the
continent. At all times it was a Tango War, in which each side closely shadowed the other’s steps. Though the Allies triumphed, at
the war’s inception it looked like the Axis would win. A flow of raw materials in the Southern Hemisphere, at a high cost in lives,
was key to ensuring Allied victory, as were military bases supporting the North African campaign, the Battle of the Atlantic and the
invasion of Sicily, and fending off attacks on the Panama Canal. Allies secured loyalty through espionage and diplomacy—including
help from Hollywood and Mickey Mouse—while Jews and innocents among ethnic groups —Japanese, Germans—paid an
unconscionable price. Mexican pilots flew in the Philippines and twenty-five thousand Brazilians breached the Gothic Line in Italy.
The Tango War also describes the machinations behind the greatest mass flight of criminals of the century, fascists with blood on
their hands who escaped to the Americas. A true, shocking account that reads like a thriller, The Tango War shows in a new way
how WWII was truly a global war.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Heartwarming.” — New York Times “Whether or not you’re a book lover, you’ll be moved.” —
Entertainment Weekly “A readable, accessible addition to World War II literature [and] a book that will be enjoyed by lovers of
books about books.” — Boston Globe “Four stars [out of four] . . . A cultural history that does much to explain modern America.” —
USA Today When America entered World War II in 1941, we faced an enemy that had banned and burned 100 million books.
Outraged librarians launched a campaign to send free books to American troops and gathered 20 million hardcover donations. In
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1943, the War Department and the publishing industry stepped in with an extraordinary program: 120 million small, lightweight
paperbacks for troops to carry in their pockets and rucksacks in every theater of war. These Armed Services Editions were
beloved by the troops and are still fondly remembered today. Soldiers read them while waiting to land at Normandy, in hellish
trenches in the midst of battles in the Pacific, in field hospitals, and on long bombing flights. They helped rescue The Great Gatsby
from obscurity and made Betty Smith, author of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, into a national icon. When Books Went to War is the
inspiring story of the Armed Services Editions, and a treasure for history buffs and book lovers alike. “A thoroughly engaging,
enlightening, and often uplifting account . . . I was enthralled and moved.” — Tim O’Brien, author of The Things They Carried
A "chilling" and "expertly" written history of the 1939 September Campaign and the onset of World War II (Times of London). For
Americans, World War II began in December of 1941, with the bombing of Pearl Harbor; but for Poland, the war began on
September 1, 1939, when Hitler's soldiers invaded, followed later that month by Stalin's Red Army. The conflict that followed saw
the debut of many of the features that would come to define the later war-blitzkrieg, the targeting of civilians, ethnic cleansing, and
indiscriminate aerial bombing-yet it is routinely overlooked by historians. In Poland 1939, Roger Moorhouse reexamines the least
understood campaign of World War II, using original archival sources to provide a harrowing and very human account of the
events that set the bloody tone for the conflict to come.
A valuable book and the first significant scholarship on Mexican Americans in World War II. Up to 750,000 Mexican American men
served in World War II, earning more Medals of Honor and other decorations in proportion to their numbers than any other ethnic
group.
Forty years after Clark Kerr coined the term multiversity, the American research university has continued to evolve into a complex
force for social and economic good. This volume provides a unique opportunity to explore the current state of the research
university system. Charles M. Vest, one of the leading advocates for autonomy for American higher education, offers a
multifaceted view of the university at the beginning of a new century. With a complex mission and funding structure, the university
finds its international openness challenged by new security concerns and its ability to contribute to worldwide opportunity through
sharing and collaboration dramatically expanded by the Internet. In particular, Vest addresses the need to nurture broad access to
our universities and stay true to the fundamental mission of creating opportunity.
"Crossing the Pond also chronicles the unsuccessful efforts of Nazi propagandists to exploit Native Americans for the Third Reich,
as well as the successful efforts of the United States government and the media to recruit Native Americans, utilize their
resources, and publicize their activities for the war effort. Attention is also given to the postwar experiences of Native American
men and women as they sought the franchise, educational equality, economic stability, the right to purchase alcohol, and the same
amount of respect given to other American war veterans."--BOOK JACKET.
Was World War II really such a “good war”? Popular memory insists that it was, in fact, “the best war ever.” After all, we knew
who the enemy was, and we understood what we were fighting for. The war was good for the economy. It was liberating for
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women. A battle of tanks and airplanes, it was a “cleaner” war than World War I. Although we did not seek the conflict—or so we
believed—Americans nevertheless rallied in support of the war effort, and the nation’s soldiers, all twelve million of them, were
proud to fight. But according to historian Michael C. C. Adams, our memory of the war era as a golden age is distorted. It has left
us with a misleading—even dangerous—legacy, one enhanced by the nostalgia-tinged retrospectives of Stephen E. Ambrose and
Tom Brokaw. Disputing many of our common assumptions about the period, Adams argues in The Best War Ever that our
celebratory experience of World War II is marred by darker and more sordid realities. In the book, originally published in 1994,
Adams challenges stereotypes to present a view of World War II that avoids the simplistic extremes of both glorification and
vilification. The Best War Ever charts the complex diplomatic problems of the 1930s and reveals the realities of ground combat: no
moral triumph, it was in truth a brutal slog across a blasted landscape. Adams also exposes the myth that the home front was fully
united behind the war effort, demonstrating how class, race, gender, and age divisions split Americans. Meanwhile, in Europe and
Asia, shell-shocked soldiers grappled with emotional and physical trauma, rigorously enforced segregation, and rampant venereal
disease. In preparing this must-read new edition, Adams has consulted some seventy additional sources on topics as varied as
the origins of Social Security and a national health system, the Allied strategic bombing campaign, and the relationship of
traumatic brain injuries to the adjustment problems of veterans. The revised book also incorporates substantial developments that
have occurred in our understanding of the course and character of the war, particularly in terms of the human consequences of
fighting. In a new chapter, “The Life Cycle of a Myth,” Adams charts image-making about the war from its inception to the present.
He contrasts it with modern-day rhetoric surrounding the War on Terror, while analyzing the real-world consequences that result
from distorting the past, including the dangerous idea that only through (perpetual) military conflict can we achieve lasting peace.
First published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Includes the work of nearly ninety writers, including Ernie Pyle, Martha Gellhorn, A.J. Liebling, and Edward R. Murrow, capturing
the urgency of events as they happened.
Acclaimed New York Times journalist and author Chris Hedges offers a critical -- and fascinating -- lesson in the dangerous
realities of our age: a stark look at the effects of war on combatants. Utterly lacking in rhetoric or dogma, this manual relies instead
on bare fact, frank description, and a spare question-and-answer format. Hedges allows U.S. military documentation of the
brutalizing physical and psychological consequences of combat to speak for itself. Hedges poses dozens of questions that young
soldiers might ask about combat, and then answers them by quoting from medical and psychological studies. • What are my
chances of being wounded or killed if we go to war? • What does it feel like to get shot? • What do artillery shells do to you? •
What is the most painful way to get wounded? • Will I be afraid? • What could happen to me in a nuclear attack? • What does it
feel like to kill someone? • Can I withstand torture? • What are the long-term consequences of combat stress? • What will happen
to my body after I die? This profound and devastating portrayal of the horrors to which we subject our armed forces stands as a
ringing indictment of the glorification of war and the concealment of its barbarity.
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American Media and the Memory of World War IIRoutledge
World War II is usually seen as a titanic land battle, decided by mass armies, most importantly those on the Eastern Front. Phillips
Payson O'Brien shows us the war in a completely different light. In this compelling new history of the Allied path to victory, he
argues that in terms of production, technology and economic power, the war was far more a contest of air and sea than land
supremacy. He shows how the Allies developed a predominance of air and sea power which put unbearable pressure on Germany
and Japan's entire war-fighting machine from Europe and the Mediterranean to the Pacific. Air and sea power dramatically
expanded the area of battle and allowed the Allies to destroy over half the Axis' equipment before it had even reached the
traditional 'battlefield'. Battles such as El Alamein, Stalingrad and Kursk did not win World War II; air and sea power did.
The astonishing story of the British spies who set out to draw America into World War II As World War II raged into its second
year, Britain sought a powerful ally to join its cause-but the American public was sharply divided on the subject. Canadian-born
MI6 officer William Stephenson, with his knowledge and influence in North America, was chosen to change their minds by any
means necessary. In this extraordinary tale of foreign influence on American shores, Henry Hemming shows how Stephenson
came to New York--hiring Canadian staffers to keep his operations secret--and flooded the American market with propaganda
supporting Franklin Roosevelt and decrying Nazism. His chief opponent was Charles Lindbergh, an insurgent populist who
campaigned under the slogan "America First" and had no interest in the war. This set up a shadow duel between Lindbergh and
Stephenson, each trying to turn public opinion his way, with the lives of millions potentially on the line.
The American Culture of War presents a sweeping, critical examination of every major American war of the late 20th century:
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the First and Second Persian Gulf Wars, through to Operation Enduring Freedom. Lewis deftly
traces the evolution of US military strategy, offering an original and provocative look at the motives people and governments used
to wage war, the debates among military personnel, the flawed political policies that guided military strategy, and the civilian
perceptions that characterized each conflict. Now in its second edition, The American Culture of War has been completely revised
and updated. New features include: Completely revised and updated chapters structured to facilitate students’ ability to compare
conflicts New chapters on Operation Iraqi Freedom and the current conflict in Afghanistan New conclusion discussing the
American culture of war and the future of warfare Over fifty maps, photographs, and images to help students visualize material
Expanded companion website with additional pedagogical material for both students and researchers. The American Culture of
War is a unique and invaluable survey of over seventy years of American military history, perfect for any student of America’s
modern wars. For additional information and classroom resources please visit The American Culture of War companion website at
www.routledge.com/cw/lewis.
An account of the dramatic turning point in World War II that marked “the dawn of American might and the struggle for supremacy
in Southeast Asia” (Times Higher Education). In far-flung locations around the globe, an unparalleled sequence of international
events took place between December 1 and December 12, 1941. In this riveting book, historian Evan Mawdsley explores how the
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story unfolded . . . On Monday, December 1, 1941, the Japanese government made its final decision to attack Britain and America.
In the following days, the Red Army launched a counterthrust in Moscow while the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and invaded
Malaya. By December 12, Hitler had declared war on the United States, the collapse of British forces in Malaya had begun, and
Hitler had secretly laid out his policy of genocide. Churchill was leaving London to meet Roosevelt as Anthony Eden arrived in
Russia to discuss the postwar world with Stalin. Combined, these occurrences brought about a “new war,” as Churchill put it, with
Japan and America deeply involved and Russia resurgent. This book, a truly international history, examines the momentous
happenings of December 1941 from a variety of perspectives. It shows that their significance is clearly understood only when they
are viewed together. “Marks the change from a continental war into a global war in an original and interesting way.”—The Sunday
Telegraph Seven (Books of the Year) “Suspenseful . . . Mawdsley embarks on the action from the first day and never lets up in
this crisp, chronological study . . . A rigorous, sharp survey of this decisive moment in the war.”—Kirkus Reviews
Unconditional Defeat-the second book in a Pacific War trilogy that is part of SR Books' Total War series-examines the concluding
stages of World War II in Asia and the Pacific, from November 1943 until September 1945. Thomas W. Zeiler argues that this "war
without mercy" could only come to one conclusion: the complete, unconditional defeat of Japan by a mobilized, overwhelming,
vengeful United States. Zeiler describes these final 22 months of the Pacific War as a story of contrasts. While the U.S. launched a
methodical, smothering attack with all the means at its disposal, Japan fought a fierce yet hopeless defense with diminishing
supplies. By November 1943, Japan lacked the necessities not just for victory, as in the earlier phases of the war, but for adequate
defense. The Japanese had no options. The strategic planning rested with the Americans. Zeiler's gripping and thorough overview
discusses other contrasts between the two foes. The Americans planned multiple advances in the Pacific Ocean and on the Asian
mainland. They used a massive number of troops, devised and adopted new amphibious techniques, and deployed the new
nuclear category of weapons. The Japanese stubbornly but desperately clung to their territory, often with the basest of defenses.
By August 1945, the United States' forces at sea, on land, and in the air had brought Japan near complete defeat. In addition, the
Japanese Empire was diplomatically isolated. Japanese politics was in turmoil, the government faced rebellion, and the Emperor
stood on the brink of extinction. Wracked by the destruction of the homeland from the air and blockade by sea, Japanese society
veered near chaos and the people peered into the abyss of an uncertain future. In the meantime, America's military had
experienced such horrors at the hands of Japan that the U.S. made the difficult decision to unleash the atomic bomb. Despite the
stark differences between the U.S. and Japan, argues Zeiler, there was one aspect of the war that both sides held i
A book examining the strange terrain of Nazi sympathizers, nonintervention campaigners and other voices in America who
advocated on behalf of Nazi Germany in the years before World War II. Americans who remember World War II reminisce about
how it brought the country together. The less popular truth behind this warm nostalgia: until the attack on Pearl Harbor, America
was deeply, dangerously divided. Bradley W. Hart's Hitler's American Friends exposes the homegrown antagonists who sought to
protect and promote Hitler, leave Europeans (and especially European Jews) to fend for themselves, and elevate the Nazi regime.
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Some of these friends were Americans of German heritage who joined the Bund, whose leadership dreamed of installing a
stateside Führer. Some were as bizarre and hair-raising as the Silver Shirt Legion, run by an eccentric who claimed that Hitler
fulfilled a religious prophesy. Some were Midwestern Catholics like Father Charles Coughlin, an early right-wing radio star who
broadcast anti-Semitic tirades. They were even members of Congress who used their franking privilege—sending mail at cost to
American taxpayers—to distribute German propaganda. And celebrity pilot Charles Lindbergh ended up speaking for them all at the
America First Committee. We try to tell ourselves it couldn't happen here, but Americans are not immune to the lure of fascism.
Hitler's American Friends is a powerful look at how the forces of evil manipulate ordinary people, how we stepped back from the
ledge, and the disturbing ease with which we could return to it.
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