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American Beyond Our Grandest Notions
National Review senior writer David Harsanyi explains why Europe is coming apart at the
seams and we should not adopt their ideas to address America’s problems. Europe has been
declining under the weight of its antiquated institutions, economic fatigue, moral anemia and
cultural surrender. Yet American politicians, technocrats, academics, and pundits argue, with
increasing popularity, that Americans should look across the Atlantic for solutions to the
nation’s problems, including on issues like health care, the welfare state, immigration, and a
bloated bureaucracy. David Harsanyi argues we are looking in the wrong place. By every
economic and societal measure, the United States is more tolerant than Europe. It is more
welcoming of immigrants, but also far more successful at assimilating them. Minorities do far
better in United States. Our economy is dominant. Only one European company appears in top
10 corporate powerhouses in the world and only seven in the top 50. Americans make up
nearly half of the list. Americans are far more charitable and happier than Europeans. Our
slightly lower life expectancy and our slightly higher infant mortality rate are not a result of
substandard care, but a statistical misunderstanding based on the fact we treat every life as
one worth saving. In this biting, fast-moving, and well-researched polemic, Harsanyi debunks
prevailing notions about European supremacy and makes an unapologetic case for American
exceptionalism, offering insight and reasoned arguments to counter current policy
prescriptions.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED ONE
OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE
FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S
“BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL EVENT Hailed
by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s
racial history by “the most important essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the
national political conversation about race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST
INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF PASTE’S BEST
MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post •
People • Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle •
Chicago Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal • Publishers Weekly In a profound
work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most
intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for
understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the
idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black
women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened,
locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a
way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free
ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to
answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and
readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of
revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of
Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s
lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined
history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me clearly
illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way
forward.
With his more than forty years’ experience observing people and politicians in our nation's
capital–ten of those years on Hardball, five nights a week–Chris Matthews has learned from
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the pros what it takes to be a success. Now Matthews shows us what we can learn from the
world’s most accomplished people and, more important, how we can emulate their best habits
to improve our own lives. In The Hardball Handbook, Chris Matthews focuses on four
areas–friendship, rivalry, reputation, and success–and shows how we can cull the best traits of
others and use them ourselves. Matthews takes us on a raucous road trip through political
history and points out the best–and worst–behaviors of some of its most notable characters.
Written in the assertive, good-natured style that is Matthews’s trademark, each chapter has
something to teach us. Here are a few truths from The Hardball Handbook: • People would
rather be listened to than listen. • People don’t mind being used; what they mind is being
discarded. • People are more loyal to the people they’ve helped than the people they’ve
helped are loyal to them. • Not everyone’s going to like you. • No matter what anybody says,
nobody wants a level playing field. Once you understand these and other universal truths–and
how to make them work for you–you’ll be ready to win at life.
A PATRIOT PLAYS HARDBALL Chris Matthews has been playing "hardball" since the day he
was born. From his first political run-in in the first grade to his years working as presidential
speechwriter for Jimmy Carter, Matthews grew up loving his country and dreaming of his
chance to protect it. In Now, Let Me Tell You What I Really Think, Chris Matthews is at his
brilliant, blunt, bulldogged best. From the Cold War to the Clinton years, Matthews gives the
straight-up account of what it means to be an American. Matthews tells us about his "God and
Country" Catholic school education in Philadelphia, complete with Cold War air-raid drills, and
his early enthusiasm for politics. He shares with us his life's adventures -- two years in Africa
with the Peace Corps, the challenge of running for Congress in his twenties, and his three
decades deep in the "belly of the beast" of American politics -- using his own experiences to
give us an irreverent look at who we are and whom we trust to lead us.
Draws on observations of politicians at work to reveal how they have become experts at
getting other people to do things for them, and offers practical advice on how to master the art
of persuasion as a step on the path to personal and professional succes
A personal history of a time when two great political opponents served together for the benefit
of the country. The author was a top aide to Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill, who waged a
principled war of political ideals with President Reagan from 1980 to 1986. Together, the two
men forged compromises that shaped America's future and became one of history's most
celebrated political pairings: the epitome of how ideological opposites can get things done. The
two leaders fought over the major issues of the day including welfare, taxes, covert military
operations, and Social Security, but maintained respect for each other's positions and worked
to advance the country rather than obstruct progress.
The host of MSNBC's "Hardball" presents the grand saga of a country that enters the world
arena even today armed with an extremely potent weapon: the collective notions we carry of
America at its best. Matthews paints a picture of more than just a nation challenged; it is a
picture of how our essential Americanism has allowed us to rise to that challenge.

Includes audio versions, and annual title-author index.
This acclaimed must-have resource provides the following: - Expert reviews of the key
trends, events, and developments that will influence your work in 2004 and the years to
come- Clear explanations of new legislation and changes in funding programs--and
how this will affect libraries- Definitive statistics on book prices, numbers of books
published, library expenditures, average salaries, and other budget-crunching
assistance- A full calendar of events, key organizations, names and numbers of
important individuals (including e-mail addresses and fax numbers), and much more
This fully updated reference tool makes it easy to stay on top of the developments that
affect libraries, booksellers, and publishers alike--and to find fast answers to the
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countless on-the-job questions you encounter.
A celebration of the American spirit argues that there is unity and strength beneath the
nation's post-September 11th toughness and examines such distinctively American
characteristics as an independent spirit and a determination to succeed.
Explains behind-the-scenes techniques used in politics, discusses alliances, enemies,
deals, and reputations, and shares anecdotes about top politicians
Why does America consistently receive such low ratings in opinion polls around the
world? The answer, as Pilon explains, lies not just in America's overtly forceful actions
but in the construction and presentation of its self-image. Scholars and policymakers
alike will find Why America Is Such a Hard Sell both a penetrating analysis of America's
current efforts in public diplomacy and a prescription for delivering a more appealing
self-portrait to the world.
Now updated for 2008, this annual edition of the classic bestselling directory provides
everything working writers need to find the most receptive publishers, editors, and
agents for their work.
Based on interviews with some of his closest associates, a portrait of the thirty-fifth
president discusses his privileged childhood, military service, struggles with a lifethreatening disease, and career in politics.
An exploration of insights into the relationship of language and how it facilitates our movement
to the unified experience. In a day where we create violence from smaller circles of belonging
and from desires to act upon an object perceived as separate from us, the 'felt' sense of our
interconnection offers guidance in the face of impermanence. Using Just Be it as linguistic
facilitator to the unified experience aims to assist others in the practice of increased awareness
and gratitude for the opportunity to participate without harm.
In this compelling, smart, and well-researched dual biography, Chris Matthews shows how the
contest between the charismatic John F. Kennedy and the talented yet haunted Richard Nixon
propelled America toward Vietnam and Watergate. John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon each
dreamed of becoming the great young leader of their age. First as friends, then as bitter
enemies, they were linked by a historic rivalry that changed both them and their country. Fresh,
entertaining, and revealing, Kennedy & Nixon reveals that the early fondness between the two
men—Kennedy, for example, told a trusted friend that if he didn’t receive the Democratic
nomination in 1960, he would vote for Nixon—degenerated into distrust and bitterness. Using
White House tapes, this book exposes Richard Nixon’s dread of a Kennedy “restoration” in
1972 drove the dark deeds of Watergate. "Matthews tells his stories well, and Americans have
a seemingly bottomless need to have these stories retold" (The New York Times Book
Review).
Chris Matthew's trenchant political analysis and unique perspective on politics come to the fore
in this boxed set of three of his classic works: American: Beyond Our Grandest Notions; Now,
Let Me Tell You What I Really Think; and Hardball. American: People have often wondered
what makes America truly great. With a citizenry of vastly different races, religions, cultures,
and ethnic backgrounds, what intangible bond unites and defines us as "Americans"? In
American, Matthews explores the best America stands for and portrays our country as a
beacon for the modern world—unafraid of challenges, moving ever forward, and ready and
willing to prevail. Now, Let Me Tell You What I Really Think: In this memoir spanning the Cold
War to the Clinton years, Matthews gives the straight-up account of his "God and Country"
Catholic school education in Philadelphia, complete with air-raid drills and his early enthusiasm
for politics. He shares with us his life's adventures—two years in Africa with the Peace Corps,
the challenge of running for Congress in his twenties, and his three decades deep in the "belly
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of the beast" of American politics—using his own experiences to give us an irreverent look at
who we are and whom we trust to lead us. Hardball: Chris Matthews has spent a quarter
century on the playing field of American politics—from right-hand man of Speaker of the House
Tip O'Neill to host of NBC's highest rated cable talk show Hardball. In this revised and updated
edition of his political classic, he offers fascinating new stories of raw ambition, brutal rivalry,
and exquisite seduction and reveals the inside rules that govern the game of power
Traces the rivalry between John Kennedy and Richard Nixon, whose 1960 presidential contest
set America's cold war political course
A sweeping memoir of American politics and history from Chris Matthews, New York Times
bestselling author and former host of MSNBC’s Hardball with Chris Matthews. In This Country,
Chris Matthews offers a panoramic portrait of post–World War II America through the story of
his remarkable life and career. It is a story of risk and adventure, of self-reliance and service, of
loyalty and friendship. It is a story driven by an abiding faith in our country. Raised in a large
Irish-Catholic family in Philadelphia at a time when kids hid under their desks in atomic war
drills, Chris’s life etched a pattern: take a leap, live an adventure, then learn what it means. As
a young Peace Corps graduate, Chris moved to DC and began knocking on doors on Capitol
Hill. With dreams of becoming what Ted Sorensen had been for Jack Kennedy, Chris landed
as a staffer to Utah Senator Frank Moss, where his eyes were opened to the game of bigleague politics. In the 1970s, Matthews mounted a campaign for Congress as a Democratic
maverick running against Philadelphia’s old political machine. He didn’t win the most votes,
but his grit put him on the path to a top job in the White House. As a speechwriter for President
Carter, Matthews witnessed the triumphs and tragedies of that administration; from the
diplomatic brilliance of the Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty to the disaster of the Iran hostage
crisis. After Carter’s defeat, Chris became chief of staff to legendary Speaker of the House Tip
O’Neill, a perch that gave him an on-the-job PhD in American politics during the Reagan
years. Chris then leapt to the other side of the political matrix as a columnist and reporter. For
the San Francisco Examiner, he covered the fall of the Berlin Wall, the first all-races election in
South Africa, the Good Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland, and every American presidency
from Reagan to George W. Bush. Chris would go on to pioneer cable news with a fast-paced,
no-nonsense television program. His show, Hardball with Chris Matthews, would become a
political institution for twenty years. As Chris charts his political odyssey, he paints an energetic
picture of a nation searching for its soul. He reflects with grace and wisdom, showcasing the
grand arc of the American story through one life dedicated to its politics.
A study of American beliefs and how they shape our society notes how the typical citizen's
commitment to such ideals as individualism, populism, and egalitarianism has led to
ambivalent social practices.
A comprehensive directory for aspiring writers lists names, addresses, phone and fax
numbers, e-mail addresses, and Web sites for hundreds of North American publishing figures
and companies, along with helpful advice on the writing and publishing process. Original.
10,000 first printing.

The idea that the United States is destined to spread its unique gifts of
democracy and capitalism to other countries is dangerous for Americans and for
the rest of the world, warns Godfrey Hodgson in this provocative book. Hodgson,
a shrewd and highly respected British commentator, argues that America is not
as exceptional as it would like to think; its blindness to its own history has bred a
complacent nationalism and a disastrous foreign policy that has isolated and
alienated it from the global community. Tracing the development of America’s
high self regard from the early days of the republic to the present era, Hodgson
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demonstrates how its exceptionalism has been systematically exaggerated
and—in recent decades—corrupted. While there have been distinct and original
elements in America’s history and political philosophy, notes Hodgson, these
have always been more heavily influenced by European thought and experience
than Americans have been willing to acknowledge. A stimulating and timely
assessment of how America’s belief in its exceptionalism has led it astray, this
book is mandatory reading for its citizens, admirers, and detractors.
Presents a contemporary portrait of the United States as the country enters the
world arena armed with an extremely potent weapon: the collective notions
Americans carry of America at its best.
Drawing on extensive interviews with those closest to his subjects as well as his
own experiences, the anchor of MSNBC's Hardball tells the story of the unlikely
friendship between President Reagan and Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill.
The author shares his iconoclastic views on American politics, culture, and
society in a collection of essays and observations on contemporary issues and
newsmakers, including Bill Clinton, Al Gore, and George W. Bush.
This hugely influential work marked a turning point in US history and culture,
arguing that the nation’s expansion into the Great West was directly linked to its
unique spirit: a rugged individualism forged at the juncture between civilization
and wilderness, which – for better or worse – lies at the heart of American identity
today. Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have
transformed the way we see ourselves – and each other. They have inspired
debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked
and comforted. They have enriched lives – and destroyed them. Now Penguin
brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries
whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
Utilizing Lacan's psychoanalytic theory and Žižek's philosophical adaption of it,
this book brings into dialogue a series of literary works, films and critical theory
that are concerned with defining America. Elbeshlawy demonstrates that texts
which particularly focus on explaining how other texts about America
communicate an unreliable message, themselves communicate an untrustworthy
message. Writers and films discussed include Adorno, Kafka, Sontag, Said,
Hassan, Dogville and Birth of a Nation.
The Underdog in American Politics is an original analysis of how the underdog
concept applies to the Democratic Party and American politics and culture. In
particular, it analyzes how the power of the underdog has shaped, and reflected,
the politics of Democrats running for president. From Thomas Jefferson to
Barack Obama, the author uses biography, ideology, campaign strategy and
public policies to depict the many different points of contact between Democrats
and underdogs. The core values of equality, fairness and non-discrimination are
analyzed. The role of sympathy and empathy towards underdogs is also
examined.
A guide to the names and specialities of American and Canadian publishers,
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editors, and literary agents includes information on the acquisition process and
on choosing literary agents.
Presents a guide to the names and specialities of American and Canadian
publishers, editors, and literary agents, including information on the acquisition
process and on choosing literary agents.
God’s number one message to the world: “You’ve got me all wrong.” Inspired
by his nine-book Conversations with God series, many people have asked Neale
Donald Walsch to find a way to deliver the most essential pieces of God’s
message to us in a more succinct way. This concise text details and expands just
what we need to know about life and how to live it. Bringing his many
conversations over the years into sharper focus than ever before, Walsch in
What God Said encourages readers to cast aside religious and cultural trappings.
To experience life as fallible—and human—beings, open-minded, open-hearted,
and all-embracing, and to build on, broaden, and enrich our Ancient Story. But to
move forward on this ever-expanding and encompassing spiritual voyage means
not only understanding what Walsch considers the most important insights of his
Conversations with God, but also applying them in the most practical ways. And
so Walsch has included solid suggestions on how to apply each of the 25 Core
Messages in daily life. Should humanity begin carrying these messages forward,
starting today, we can change the world.
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