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A major historical novel from "one of the great artistic forces of our time" (The
Nation)—an eerie, unforgettable story of possession, power, and loss in earlytwentieth-century Princeton, a cultural crossroads of the powerful and the
damned Princeton, New Jersey, at the turn of the twentieth century: a tranquil
place to raise a family, a genteel town for genteel souls. But something dark and
dangerous lurks at the edges of the town, corrupting and infecting its residents.
Vampires and ghosts haunt the dreams of the innocent. A powerful curse besets
the elite families of Princeton; their daughters begin disappearing. A young bride
on the verge of the altar is seduced and abducted by a dangerously compelling
man–a shape-shifting, vaguely European prince who might just be the devil, and
who spreads his curse upon a richly deserving community of white Anglo-Saxon
privilege. And in the Pine Barrens that border the town, a lush and terrifying
underworld opens up. When the bride's brother sets out against all odds to find
her, his path will cross those of Princeton's most formidable people, from Grover
Cleveland, fresh out of his second term in the White House and retired to town
for a quieter life, to soon-to-be commander in chief Woodrow Wilson, president of
the university and a complex individual obsessed to the point of madness with his
need to retain power; from the young Socialist idealist Upton Sinclair to his
charismatic comrade Jack London, and the most famous writer of the era,
Samuel Clemens/Mark Twain–all plagued by "accursed" visions. An utterly fresh
work from Oates, The Accursed marks new territory for the masterful writer.
Narrated with her unmistakable psychological insight, it combines beautifully
transporting historical detail with chilling supernatural elements to stunning effect.
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available
from Wikipedia or other free sources online. Pages: 30. Chapters: Tim Burton,
Joyce Carol Oates, Anti-Catholicism in literature and media, Lenore, List of
Gothic Fiction works, Oliviu Craznic, American Gothic Fiction, Gothic Blue Books,
Lisa Tuttle, Translation of the Eighteenth century Gothic novel, Dan Ross,
Elements of American Gothic, Paul Marlowe, Catherine Selden, Dracula Society,
Texas gothic. Excerpt: Gothic fiction, sometimes referred to as Gothic horror, is a
genre or mode of literature that combines elements of both horror and romance.
Gothicism's origin is attributed to English author Horace Walpole, with his 1764
novel The Castle of Otranto, subtitled "A Gothic Story." The effect of Gothic
fiction feeds on a pleasing sort of terror, an extension of Romantic literary
pleasures that were relatively new at the time of Walpole's novel. Melodrama and
parody (including self-parody) were other long-standing features of the Gothic
initiated by Walpole. Gothic literature is intimately associated with the Gothic
Revival architecture of the same era. In a way similar to the Gothic revivalists'
rejection of the clarity and rationalism of the neoclassical style of the Enlightened
Establishment, the literary Gothic embodies an appreciation of the joys of
extreme emotion, the thrills of fearfulness and awe inherent in the sublime, and a
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quest for atmosphere. The ruins of Gothic buildings gave rise to multiple linked
emotions by representing the inevitable decay and collapse of human creationsthus the urge to add fake ruins as eyecatchers in English landscape parks.
English Gothic writers often associated medieval buildings with what they saw as
a dark and terrifying period, characterized by harsh laws enforced by torture, and
with mysterious, fantastic, and superstitious rituals. In literature such AntiCatholicism had a European dimension featuring Roman Catholic institutions...
The National Book Award winning author of Blonde demonstrates her mastery of
contemporary gothic horror in these 10 chilling short stories. The need for
love—obsessive, self-destructive, unpredictable—can take us to forbidden places,
as Joyce Carol Oates demonstrates with fearsome clarity in this short story
collection. In “Strip Poker,” a reckless adolescent girl must find a way of turning
the tables on a gathering of increasingly threatening young men. In the awardwinning “Smother!” a young woman’s nightmare memory of childhood brings
trouble on her professor-mother. In “The First Husband,” a jealous man
discovers that his wife seems to have lied about her first marriage—and waits
years before exacting a cruel revenge. In these and other powerful tales, children
veer beyond their parents’ control, wives and husbands wake up to find that they
hardly know each other, haunted pasts intrude upon uncertain futures, and those
who bring us the most harm may be the nearest at hand.
The Pulitzer Prize-nominated novel from the author of the New York Times
bestselling novel We Were the Mulvaneys “Its power of evocation is
remarkable.” —The New Yorker In the midst of a long summer on Grayling Island,
Maine, twenty-six-year-old Kelly Kelleher longs for something interesting to
happen to her—something that will make her finally feel some of what she
imagines other people must feel when they watch the fireworks explode off the
beach. So when Kelly meets The Senator at an exclusive party and he asks her
to go back to a hotel room on the main island with him, she says yes. Even
though the senator is old enough to be her father, even though he has perhaps
been drinking too heavily to get behind the wheel, the danger of saying yes is an
inevitable and even exciting part of the adventure Kelly is finally going to have.
However, as The Senator’s car whips around the island’s roads and eventually
crashes through a guardrail, it becomes clear to Kelly and the reader that this
man embodies a wholly different and more sinister type of danger, one much
larger and harder to contain than the horrible events that unfold as Kelly is left in
the sinking car. Black Water is a chilling meditation on power, trust, and violation
and a timeless classic from one of America’s foremost storytellers.
This Companion offers a thorough overview of the diversity of the American
Gothic tradition from its origins to the present.
The “Schoolhouse Gothic,” undertaken by insiders and outsiders to the academy
alike and embodied both in literature and in academic discourse, draws on Gothic
metaphors and themes in representing and interrogating contemporary American
schools and educators. Curses from the past take the form of persistent power
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inequities (of race, gender, class, and age) and, rather ironically, the very
Enlightenment that was to save the moderns from rigid, ancient, mystified
hierarchies. In Schoolhouse Gothic literature, including works by Stephen King,
Flannery O’Connor, Toni Morrison, Joyce Carol Oates, and David Mamet, school
buildings, classrooms, and/or offices, function as traps, or analogues to the
claustrophobic family mansions, monasteries, and convents of old. In
Schoolhouse Gothic scholarship, the trap is academic objectivity, viewed not as a
lofty goal but rather as an institutional strategy of concealment that blinds the
scholar to his or her own prejudices and renders even the most well-meaning
complicit with inequitable power structures. The combination of curse and trap
common to the Gothic scenario produces paranoia, violence, and monstrosity. In
Schoolhouse Gothic literature, schools turn students into psychopaths and
machines. In the scholarship, the product is discourse, or “epistemic violence”
reified. The Schoolhouse Gothic suggests—at the very least—that Americans have
become increasingly uneasy about the role of the academy, increasingly
mistrustful of its guardians, and increasingly convinced that something sinister
lies behind its officially benevolent exterior.
A chilling anthology in tribute to the genius of Shirley Jackson, collecting today’s
best horror writers. Featuring Joyce Carol Oates, Josh Malerman, Paul Tremblay,
Richard Kadrey, Stephen Graham Jones, Elizabeth Hand and more. A collection
of new and exclusive short stories inspired by, and in tribute to, Shirley Jackson.
Shirley Jackson is a seminal writer of horror and mystery fiction, whose legacy
resonates globally today. Chilling, human, poignant and strange, her stories have
inspired a generation of writers and readers. This anthology, edited by legendary
horror editor Ellen Datlow, will bring together today’s leading horror writers to
offer their own personal tribute to the work of Shirley Jackson. Featuring Joyce
Carol Oates, Josh Malerman, Carmen Maria Machado, Paul Tremblay, Richard
Kadrey, Stephen Graham Jones, Elizabeth Hand, Kelly Link, Cassandra Khaw,
Karen Heuler, Benjamin Percy, John Langan, Laird Barron, Jeffrey Ford, M.
Rickert, Seanan McGuire, Gemma Files, and Genevieve Valentine.
Part of a new six-volume series of the best in classic horror, selected by
Academy Award-winning director of The Shape of Water Guillermo del Toro
American Supernatural Tales is the ultimate collection of weird and frightening
American short fiction. As Stephen King will attest, the popularity of the occult in
American literature has only grown since the days of Edgar Allan Poe. The book
celebrates the richness of this tradition with chilling contributions from some of
the nation's brightest literary lights, including Poe himself, H. P. Lovecraft, Shirley
Jackson, Ray Bradbury, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and—of course—Stephen King.
This volumes also includes "The Yellow Sign," the most horrific story from The
King in Yellow, the classic horror collection by Robert W. Chambers featured on
HBO's hit TV series True Detective. By turns phantasmagoric, spectral, and
demonic, this is a frighteningly good collection of stories. Filmmaker and longtime
horror literature fan Guillermo del Toro serves as the curator for the Penguin
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Horror series, a new collection of classic tales and poems by masters of the
genre. Included here are some of del Toro’s favorites, from Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein and Ray Russell’s short story “Sardonicus,” considered by
Stephen King to be “perhaps the finest example of the modern Gothic ever
written,” to Shirley Jackson’s The Haunting of Hill House and stories by Ray
Bradbury, Joyce Carol Oates, Ted Klein, and Robert E. Howard. Featuring
original cover art by Penguin Art Director Paul Buckley, these stunningly creepy
deluxe hardcovers will be perfect additions to the shelves of horror, sci-fi, fantasy,
and paranormal aficionados everywhere.
Sixteen neo-gothic tales of horror, the grotesque, and the dark side of the human
imagination focus on the themes of violence in American society and the exploitation of
women and children
"The Romance of Certain Old Clothes" by Henry James. Published by Good Press.
Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From wellknown classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered
gems?of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press
edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers
and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to
everyone in a high-quality digital format.
From the legendary literary master, winner of the National Book Award and New York
Times bestselling author Joyce Carol Oates, a collection of thirteen mesmerizing stories
that maps the eerie darkness within us all. Insightful, disturbing, imaginative, and
breathtaking in their lyrical precision, the stories in Lovely, Dark, Deep display Joyce
Carol Oates’s magnificent ability to make visceral the terror, hurt, and uncertainty that
lurks at the edges of ordinary lives. In “Mastiff,” a woman and a man are joined in an
erotic bond forged out of terror and gratitude. “Sex with Camel” explores how a sixteenyear-old boy realizes the depth of his love for his grandmother—and how vulnerable
those feelings make him. Fearful that that her husband is “disappearing” from their life,
a woman becomes obsessed with keeping him in her sight in “The Disappearing.” “A
Book of Martyrs” reveals how the end of a pregnancy brings with it the end of a
relationship. And in the title story, the elderly Robert Frost is visited by an interviewer,
an unsettling young woman, who seems to know a good deal more about his life than
she should. A piercing and evocative collection, Lovely, Dark, Deep reveals an artist at
the height of her creative power.
An elderly mystic dies of spontaneous combustion in a secret temple. A young man is
haunted by voices instructing him to slaughter his wife and children. A sleepwalker
undergoes a series of violent adventures in the wilderness. These haunted, dreamlike
scenes define the fictional world of Charles Brockden Brown, America’s first
professional novelist. Published in the final years of the eighteenth century, Brown’s
startlingly prophetic novels are a virtual résumé of themes that would constantly recur in
American literature: madness and murder, suicide and religious obsession, the
seduction of innocence and the dangers of wilderness and settlement alike. In Three
Gothic Novels, The Library of America collects the most significant of Brown’s works.
Wieland; or The Transformation (1798), his novel of a religious fanatic preyed upon by
a sinister ventriloquist, is often considered his masterpiece. A relentlessly dark
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exploration of guilt, deception, and compulsion, it creates a sustained mood of irrational
terror in the midst of the Pennsylvania countryside. In Arthur Mervyn; or Memoirs of the
Year 1793 (1799), Brown draws on his own experience to create indelible scenes of
Philadelphia devastated by a yellow fever epidemic, while telling the story of a young
man caught in the snares of a professional swindler. Edgar Huntly; or Memoirs of a
Sleep-Walker (1799) fuses traditional Gothic themes with motifs drawn from the
American wilderness, in a series of eerily unreal adventures that test the limits of the
protagonist’s self-knowledge. All three novels reveal Brown as the pioneer of a major
vein of American writing, a novelist whose literary heirs include Poe, Hawthorne,
Faulkner, and the whole tradition of horror and noir from Cornell Woolrich to Stephen
King. This volume also includes a newly researched chronology of Brown’s life,
explanatory notes, and an essay on the texts. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an
independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s
literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best and
most significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes
to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers,
sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that
will last for centuries.
The supernatural, things that lurk, unsettling nightmares and brooding landscapes, dark
castles and ancient lore. Dark dreams made real. These are the creative maelstrom of
gothic writing, shown here with tales from the finest gothic writers.
In Salthill-on-Hudson, a half-hour train ride from Manhattan, everyone is rich, beautiful,
and -- though they look much younger -- middle-aged. But when Adam Berendt, a
charismatic, mysterious sculptor, dies suddenly in a brash act of heroism, shock waves
rock the town. But who was Adam Berendt? Was he in fact a hero, or someone more
flawed and human?
In Mysteries of Winterthurn, the brilliant young detective-hero Xavier Kilgarvan is
confronted with three baffling cases—"The Virgin in the Rose-Bower," "The Devil's HalfAcre," and "The Blood-Stained Gown"—that tax his genius for detection to the utmost,
just as his forbidden passion for his cousin Perdita becomes an obsession that shapes
his life.
This remarkable anthology of gothic fiction, spanning two centuries of American writing,
gives us an intriguing and entertaining look at how the gothic imagination makes for
great literature in the works of forty-six exceptional writers. Joyce Carol Oates has a
special perspective on the “gothic” in American short fiction, at least partially because
her own horror yarns rank on the spine-tingling chart with the masters. She is able to
see the unbroken link of the macabre that ties Edgar Allan Poe to Anne Rice and to
recognize the dark psychological bonds between Henry James and Stephen King. In
showing us the gothic vision—a world askew where mankind’s forbidden impulses are
set free from the repressions of the psyche, and nature turns malevolent and
lawless—Joyce Carol Oates includes Henry James’s “The Romance of Certain Old
Clothes,” Herman Melville’s horrific tale of factory women, “The Tartarus of Maids,”
and Edith Wharton’s “Afterward,” which are rarely collected and appear together here
for the first time. Added to these stories of the past are new ones that explore the
wounded worlds of Stephen King, Anne Rice, Peter Straub, Raymond Carver, and
more than twenty other wonderful contemporary writers. This impressive collection
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reveals the astonishing scope of the gothic writer’s subject matter, style, and
incomparable genius for manipulating our emotions and penetrating our dreams. With
Joyce Carol Oates’s superb introduction, American Gothic Tales is destined to become
the standard one-volume edition of the genre that American writers, if they didn’t create
it outright, have brought to its chilling zenith.

A collection of tales of horror and suspense begins with such nineteenth-century
writers as Edgar Allan Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne and includes the works of
Flannery O'Connor, Stephen King, Anne Rice, and William Faulkner
Finally returned to print in a beautiful paperback edition, a haunting gothic tale of
a nineteenth-century immigrant family of confidence artists—a story of morality,
duplicity, and retribution that explores the depths of human manipulation and
vulnerability The patriarch of the Licht family, Abraham has raised a brood of
talented con artists, children molded in his image, and experts in The Game, his
calling and philosophy of life. Traveling from one small town to the next across
the continent, from the Northeast to the frontier West, they skillfully swindle
unsuspecting victims, playing on their greed, lust, pride, and small-mindedness.
Despite their success, Abraham cannot banish a past that haunts him: the ghost
of his ancestor Sarah Licht, a former con woman who met with a gruesome fate.
As Abraham involves his family in more and more complex and impressive
schemes, he finds himself caught between the specter of Sarah and the growing
terrors of his present. While his carefully crafted lies and schemes begin to
fracture and disintegrate before his eyes, Abraham discovers that the bond of
family is as tenuous and treacherous as the tricks he perpetrates upon
unsuspecting strangers.
This book defines the American Gothic and places it both within the context of
the major movements of intellectual history in the last 300 years, and also within
the context of the critical issues of American culture. From Poe to Faulkner to
Toni Morrison and Cormac McCarthy, many of the best and most critically
acclaimed works of American literature have been Gothic. The book will
demonstrate how the Gothic provides a forum for discussing key issues of
American culture, for exploring forbidden subjects, and for providing a voice for
the repressed and silenced.
The unforgettable story of the rise, fall and ultimate redemption of an American
family.
Repeat, on AOL 88-13. Set in upstate New York in the 1950's it is the story of an
ordinary American family, which has at its centre an intense relationship between
a 15 year-old girl and her 31 year-old uncle, an ex-boxer.
An intense roller-coaster ride into the abyss, MAN CRAZY charts the fall and rise
of teenager Ingrid Boone, abandoned by her father, moving from town to town,
taking what she can get and always giving too much in return. This is a novel
about the horrors waiting at the end of the road for the innocent, but in the end it
is about one girl's realisation that men don't make you more real, that pain isn't
an integral part of normal life.
Page 6/11

Acces PDF American Gothic Tales Joyce Carol Oates
In dramatic, tightly focused narratives charges with tension, menace, and the
shock of the unexpected, Where Is Here? examines a world in which ordinary life
is electrified by the potential for sudden change. Domestic violence, fear and
abandonment and betrayal, and the obsession with loss shadow the characters
that inhabit these startling, intriguing stories. With the precision and intensity that
are the hallmarks of her remarkable talent, Joyce Carol Oates explores the
unexpected turns of events that leave people vulnerable and struggling to puzzle
out the consequences of their abrupt reversals of fortune. As in the title story, in
which a married couple find their controlled life irrevocably altered by a stranger's
visit, the fiction in this new collection is punctuated again and again by
mysterious, perhaps unanswerable, questions: "Out of what does our life arise?
Out of what does our consciousness arise? Why are we here? Where is here?"
Like the questions they pose, these tales -- at once elusive and direct -- unfold
with the enigmatic twists of riddles and, often, the blunt shock of tragedy. Where
is Here? is the work of a master practitioner of the short story.
"Anellia" is a young student who, though gifted with a penetrating intelligence, is
drastically inclined to obsession. Funny, mordant, and compulsive, she falls
passionately in love with a brilliant yet elusive black philosophy student. But she
is tested most severely by a figure out of her past she'd long believed dead.
Astonishingly intimate and unsparing, and pitiless in exposing the follies of the
time, I'll Take You There is a dramatic revelation of the risks—and curious
rewards—of the obsessive personality as well as a testament to the stubborn
strength of a certain type of contemporary female intellectual.
An Oprah Book Club® selection A New York Times Notable Book The Mulvaneys
are blessed by all that makes life sweet. But something happens on Valentine’s
Day, 1976—an incident that is hushed up in the town and never spoken of in the
Mulvaney home—that rends the fabric of their family life...with tragic
consequences. Years later, the youngest son attempts to piece together the
fragments of the Mulvaneys’ former glory, seeking to uncover and understand
the secret violation that brought about the family’s tragic downfall. Profoundly
cathartic, this extraordinary novel unfolds as if Oates, in plumbing the darkness of
the human spirit, has come upon a source of light at its core. Moving away from
the dark tone of her more recent masterpieces, Joyce Carol Oates turns the tale
of a family struggling to cope with its fall from grace into a deeply moving and
unforgettable account of the vigor of hope and the power of love to prevail over
suffering. “It’s the novel closest to my heart....I’m deeply moved that Oprah
Winfrey has selected this novel for Oprah’s Book Club, a family novel presented
to Oprah’s vast American family.”—Joyce Carol Oates
This Bram Stoker Award–winning collection is “certain to stick in your mind long
after you’ve turned the last page” (St. Louis Post-Dispatch). Includes “Big
Momma,” a finalist for the International Thriller Writers Award for Best Short
Story Here are six of Joyce Carol Oates’s most “frightening—and deeply
disturbing—short stories” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette). In the titular story, a boy
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becomes obsessed with his cousin’s doll after her tragic death. As he grows
older, he begins to collect “found dolls” from surrounding neighborhoods . . .
each with its own sinister significance. In “Gun Accident,” a teenage girl is
delighted to house-sit for her favorite teacher, until an intruder forces his way
inside—changing more than one life forever. The collection closes with the taut
tale of a mystery bookstore owner whose designs on a rare bookshop in scenic
New Hampshire devolve into a menacing game with real-life consequences. “At
the heart of each story is a predator-prey relationship, and what makes them so
terrifying is that most of us can easily picture ourselves as the prey, at least at
some time during our lives” (Minneapolis Star-Tribune). “Everything she writes,
in whatever genre, has an air of dread, because she deals in vulnerabilities and
inevitabilities, in the desperate needs that drive people . . . to their fates. A sense
of helplessness is the essence of horror, and Oates conveys that feeling as well
as any writer around.” —Terrence Rafferty, The New York Times Book Review
“One of the stranger parts of the human condition may be our deep fascination,
and at times troubling exploration, of the darker aspects of our nature . . . No
other author explores the ugly, and at times, blazingly unapologetic underbelly of
these impulses quite like Joyce Carol Oates in The Doll-Master.” —Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette “In her new collection . . . [Oates] relishes moments of gothic
melodrama, while rooting them firmly in grindingly ordinary American lives.” —The
Guardian “Oates convincingly demonstrates her mastery of the macabre with this
superlative story collection . . . This devil’s half-dozen of dread and suspense is
a must read.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review
“A quartet of shrewd and unnerving novellas about toxic entanglements” from
the National Book Award–winning author (Booklist). Joyce Carol Oates is one of
the most prominent writers of her generation, and she is fearless when exploring
the most disturbing corners of human nature. In Evil Eye, Oates offers four
chilling tales about love so powerful that people might die—or kill—for it. In the title
story, we meet Mariana, the young fourth wife of a prominent intellectual. When
her husband’s first wife comes to visit, Mariana learns a terrible secret that
threatens her marriage and sanity. In “So Near Any Times Always,” shy
teenager Lizbeth meets Desmond, a charming older boy who offers the first
spark of romance. Yet as their relationship blossoms, Lizbeth realizes that a
menacing soul lies beneath Desmond’s perfect façade. In “The Execution,”
spoiled college student Bart Hansen has planned the perfect crime to get back at
his condescending parents. What he didn’t plan on was the resilience of his
mother’s love, even in the face of death. And in “The Flatbed,” childhood trauma
has prevented Cecelia from enjoying physical intimacy with a man. But when she
meets the love of her life, Cecelia must confront the demon who stole her
innocence long ago. With the razor-sharp prose that has made Joyce Carol
Oates a living legend, Evil Eye shows love as sporadically magical, mysterious,
and murderous. “A dazzling, disturbing, tour de force of Gothic suspense: four
odd, compelling, ingeniously narrated tales that gain in power and resonance
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when read in conjunction with each other.” —The Boston Globe “Exquisitely
suspenseful. . . . The relationships between the damaged, sometimes monstrous
individuals who people these pages will keep the reader riveted.” —Publishers
Weekly, starred review
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Winner of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the National
Book Award Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award, The Stories of
John Cheever is a seminal collection from one of the true masters of the short
story. Spanning the duration of Cheever’s long and distinguished career, these
sixty-one stories chronicle and encapsulate the lives of what has been called “the
greatest generation.” From the early wonder and disillusionment of city life in
“The Enormous Radio” to the surprising discoveries and common mysteries of
suburbia in “The Housebreaker of Shady Hill” and “The Swimmer,” these are
tales that have helped define the form. Featuring a preface by the author, The
Stories of John Cheever brings together some of the finest short stories ever
written.
A bright, talented junior at Catamount College in the druggy 1970s, Gillian Brauer
strives to realise more than a poet's craft in her workshop with the charismatic,
anti-establishment professor Andre Harrow. For Gillian has fallen in love - with
Harrow, with his aesthetic sensibility and bohemian lifestyle, with his secluded
cottage, with the mystique of his imposing, russet-haired French wife, Dorcas. A
sculptress, Dorcas has outraged the campus and alumnae with the crude,
primitive, larger than life-sized wooden totems that she has exhibited under the
motto 'We are beasts and this is our consolation'.As if mesmerised, Gillian enters
the rarefied world of the Harrows. She is special, even though she knows her
classmates have preceded her here. She is helpless. She is powerful. And she
will learn in full the meaning of Dorcas' provocative motto . . .
In this ambitious book, Joyce Carol Oates boldly reimagines the inner, poetic,
and spiritual life of Norma Jeane Baker—the child, the woman, the fated celebrity
and idolized blonde the world came to know as Marilyn Monroe. In a voice
startling, intimate, and rich, Norma Jeane tells her own story, that of an
emblematic American artist—intensely conflicted and driven—who has lost her
way. A powerful portrait of Hollywood’s myth and an extraordinary woman’s
heartbreaking reality, Blonde is a sweeping epic that pays tribute to the elusive
magic and devastation behind the creation of the great twentieth-century
American star.
A fresh contemporary look for the first anthology to trace the strength and
diversity of Gothic fiction from its origins in the eighteenth century, with authors
as diverse as Edgar Allan Poe, Thomas Hardy, Jorge Luis Borges, and Angela
Carter.
The power of Gothic fiction to delight and disturb in equal measure energizes this
collection of stories drawn from the pages of Alfred Hitchcock’s Mystery
Magazine. In these stories, restless ghosts seek vengeance, cursed objects
bedevil their owners, and unwary innocents are drawn into grotesque and
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frightening circumstances. Contributors Terry Black, John C. Boland, Rhys
Bowen, Shelley Costa, O’Neil De Noux, Jean Femling, Martin Limón, Steve
Lindley, Elaine Menge, Joyce Carol Oates, Elaine Viets, James Lincoln Warren,
and L. A. Wilson, Jr. All the familiar pleasures of Gothic fiction – creepy
strangers, unsettling obsessions, physical confinement, evil legacies, uncanny
events, and the looming threat of mysterious, malevolent forces – are rendered
here in a distinctively modern American style.
New York Times bestselling author Joyce Carol Oates’s strongest and most unsparing novel
yet—an always engrossing, often shocking evocation of female rage, gallantry, and grit. The
time is the 1950s. The place is a blue-collar town in upstate New York, where five high school
girls join a gang dedicated to pride, power, and vengeance on a world that seems made to
denigrate and destroy them. Here is the secret history of a sisterhood of blood, a haven from a
world of male oppressors, marked by a liberating fury that burns too hot to last. Above all, it is
the story of Legs Sadovsky, with her lean, on-the-edge, icy beauty, whose nerve, muscle, hate,
and hurt make her the spark of Foxfire: its guiding spirit, its burning core. At once brutal and
lyrical, this is a careening joyride of a novel—charged with outlaw energy and lit by intense
emotion. Amid scenes of violence and vengeance lies this novel’s greatest power: the
exquisite, astonishing rendering of the bonds that link the Foxfire girls together. Foxfire
reaffirms Joyce Carol Oates’s place at the very summit of American writing.
Following the structure of other titles in the Continuum Introductions to Literary Genres series,
American Gothic Fiction includes: A broad definition of the genre and its essential elements. A
timeline of developments within the genre. Critical concerns to bear in mind while reading in
the genre. Detailed readings of a range of widely taught texts. In-depth analysis of major
themes and issues. Signposts for further study within the genre. A summary of the most
important criticism in the field. A glossary of terms. An annotated, critical reading list. This book
offers students, writers, and serious fans a window into some of the most popular topics, styles
and periods in this subject. Authors studied in American Gothic Fiction include Charles
Brockden Brown, William Montgomery Bird, James Fenimore Cooper, Edgar Allan Poe,
George Lippard, Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, William Gilmore Simms, John Neal,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Ambrose Bierce, Emma Dawson, W.D.
Howells, Henry James, William Faulkner, Anne Rice and William Gibson>
A wealthy and notorious clan, the Bellefleurs live in a region not unlike the Adirondacks, in an
enormous mansion on the shores of mythic Lake Noir. They own vast lands and profitable
businesses, they employ their neighbors, and they influence the government. A prolific and
eccentric group, they include several millionaires, a mass murderer, a spiritual seeker who
climbs into the mountains looking for God, a wealthy noctambulist who dies of a chicken
scratch. Bellefleur traces the lives of several generations of this unusual family. At its center is
Gideon Bellefleur and his imperious, somewhat psychic, very beautiful wife, Leah, their three
children (one with frightening psychic abilities), and the servants and relatives, living and dead,
who inhabit the mansion and its environs. Their story offers a profound look at the world's
changeableness, time and eternity, space and soul, pride and physicality versus love.
Bellefleur is an allegory of caritas versus cupiditas, love and selflessness versus pride and
selfishness. It is a novel of change, baffling complexity, mystery. Written with a voluptuousness
and startling immediacy that transcends Joyce Carol Oates's early works, Bellefleur is widely
regarded as a masterwork—a feat of literary genius that forces us "to ask again how anyone
can possibly write such books, such absolutely convincing scenes, rousing in us, again and
again, the familiar Oates effect, the point of all her art: joyful terror gradually ebbing toward
wonder" (John Gardner).
A new critical companion to the Gothic traditions of American CultureThis new Companion
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surveys the traditions and conventions of the dark side of American culture its repressed
memories, its anxieties and panics, its fears and horrors, its obsessions and paranoias.
Featuring new critical essays by established and emerging academics from a range of national
backgrounds, this collection offers new discussions and analyses of canonical and lesserknown texts in literature and film, television, photography, and video games. Its scope ranges
from the earliest manifestations of American Gothic traditions in frontier narratives and colonial
myths, to its recent responses to contemporary global events. Key Features Features original
critical writing by established and emerging scholarsSurveys the full range of American Gothic,
from its earliest texts to 21st Century worksIncludes critical analyses of American Gothic in
new media and technologiesWill establish new benchmarks for the critical understanding of
American Gothic traditions
“The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is fear, and the oldest and strongest kind of fear
is fear of the unknown.” –H. P. LOVECRAFT Welcome to the world of H. P. Lovecraft, the
undisputed master of terror. His work has inspired countless nightmares, and this collection of
some of his most chilling stories is likely to inspire even more. Cool Air–An icy apartment hides
secrets no man dares unlock. The Case of Charles Dexter Ward–Ward delves into the black
arts and resurrects the darkest evil from beyond the grave. The Terrible Old Man–The intruders
seek a fortune but find only death. Herbert West–Reanimator–Mad experiments yield hideous
results in this bloodcurdling tale, the inspiration for the cult film Re-Animator. The Shadow Over
Innsmouth–A small fishing town’s population is obscenely corrupted by a race of fiendish
undersea creatures. The Lurking Fear–An upstate New York clan degenerates into thundercrazed mole like creatures with a taste for human flesh. PLUS TEN OTHER SPINE-TINGLING
TALES
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