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An Anthropologist On Mars
Like The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat, this is a fascinating voyage into a strange and wonderful land, a
provocative meditation on communication, biology, adaptation, and culture. In Seeing Voices, Oliver Sacks turns his
attention to the subject of deafness, and the result is a deeply felt portrait of a minority struggling for recognition and
respect--a minority with its own rich, sometimes astonishing, culture and unique visual language, an extraordinary mode
of communication that tells us much about the basis of language in hearing people as well. Seeing Voices is, as Studs
Terkel has written, "an exquisite, as well as revelatory, work."
The many manifestations of migraine can vary dramatically from one patient to another, even within the same patient at
different times. Among the most compelling and perplexing of these symptoms are the strange visual hallucinations and
distortions of space, time, and body image which migraineurs sometimes experience. Portrayals of these uncanny states
have found their way into many works of art, from the heavenly visions of Hildegard von Bingen to Alice in Wonderland.
Dr. Oliver Sacks argues that migraine cannot be understood simply as an illness, but must be viewed as a complex
condition with a unique role to play in each individual's life.
“This touching memoir of the late neurologist Oliver Sacks, by a photographer and writer with whom he fell in love near
the end of his life, turns a story of death into a celebration.” —The New Yorker
Neurological patients, Oliver Sacks once wrote, are travellers to unimaginable lands. 'An anthropologist on Mars' offers
portraits of seven such travellers--including a British Columbia surgeon consumed by the compulsive tics of Tourette's
syndrome unless he is operating; an artist who loses all sense of colour in a car accident, but finds a new sensibility and
creative power in black and white; and an autistic professor who cannot decipher the simplest social exchange between
humans, but has built a career out of her intuitive understanding of animal behaviour.
Anthropology is the study of all humans in all times in all places. But it is so much more than that. "Anthropology requires
strength, valor, and courage," Nancy Scheper-Hughes noted. "Pierre Bourdieu called anthropology a combat sport, an
extreme sport as well as a tough and rigorous discipline. ... It teaches students not to be afraid of getting one's hands
dirty, to get down in the dirt, and to commit yourself, body and mind. Susan Sontag called anthropology a "heroic"
profession." What is the payoff for this heroic journey? You will find ideas that can carry you across rivers of doubt and
over mountains of fear to find the the light and life of places forgotten. Real anthropology cannot be contained in a book.
You have to go out and feel the world's jagged edges, wipe its dust from your brow, and at times, leave your blood in its
soil. In this unique book, Dr. Michael Wesch shares many of his own adventures of being an anthropologist and what the
science of human beings can tell us about the art of being human. This special first draft edition is a loose framework for
more and more complete future chapters and writings. It serves as a companion to anth101.com, a free and open
resource for instructors of cultural anthropology. This 2018 text is a revision of the "first draft edition" from 2017 and
includes 7 new chapters.
“Illuminate[s] the complexities of the human brain and the mysteries of the human mind.” —The New York Times To
many people, hallucinations imply madness, but in fact they are a common part of the human experience. These sensory
distortions range from the shimmering zigzags of a visual migraine to powerful visions brought on by fever, injuries,
drugs, sensory deprivation, exhaustion, or even grief. Hallucinations doubtless lie behind many mythological traditions,
literary inventions, and religious epiphanies. Drawing on his own experiences, a wealth of clinical cases from among his
patients, and famous historical examples ranging from Dostoevsky to Lewis Carroll, the legendary neurologist Oliver
Sacks investigates the mystery of these sensory deceptions: what they say about the working of our brains, how they
have influenced our folklore and culture, and why the potential for hallucination is present in us all.
With unique personal insight, experience, and hard science, Animals in Translations is the definitive, groundbreaking
work on animal behavior and psychology. Temple Grandin’s professional training as an animal scientist and her history
as a person with autism have given her a perspective like that of no other expert in the field of animal science. Grandin
and coauthor Catherine Johnson present their powerful theory that autistic people can often think the way animals
think—putting autistic people in the perfect position to translate “animal talk.” Exploring animal pain, fear, aggression,
love, friendship, communication, learning, and even animal genius, Grandin is a faithful guide into their world. Animals in
Translation reveals that animals are much smarter than anyone ever imagined, and Grandin, standing at the intersection
of autism and animals, offers unparalleled observations and extraordinary ideas about both.
In The Mind’s Eye, Oliver Sacks tells the stories of people who are able to navigate the world and communicate with
others despite losing what many of us consider indispensable senses and abilities: the power of speech, the capacity to
recognize faces, the sense of three-dimensional space, the ability to read, the sense of sight. For all of these people, the
challenge is to adapt to a radically new way of being in the world. There is Lilian, a concert pianist who becomes unable
to read music and is eventually unable even to recognize everyday objects, and Sue, a neurobiologist who has never
seen in three dimensions, until she suddenly acquires stereoscopic vision in her fifties. There is Pat, who reinvents
herself as a loving grandmother and active member of her community, despite the fact that she has aphasia and cannot
utter a sentence, and Howard, a prolific novelist who must find a way to continue his life as a writer even after a stroke
destroys his ability to read. And there is Dr. Sacks himself, who tells the story of his own eye cancer and the bizarre and
disconcerting effects of losing vision to one side. Sacks explores some very strange paradoxes—people who can see
perfectly well but cannot recognize their own children, and blind people who become hyper-visual or who navigate by
“tongue vision.” He also considers more fundamental questions: How do we see? How do we think? How important is
internal imagery—or vision, for that matter? Why is it that, although writing is only five thousand years old, humans have a
universal, seemingly innate, potential for reading? The Mind’s Eye is a testament to the complexity of vision and the
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brain and to the power of creativity and adaptation. And it provides a whole new perspective on the power of language
and communication, as we try to imagine what it is to see with another person’s eyes, or another person’s mind.
From the best-selling author of Gratitude and On the Move, a final volume of essays that showcase Sacks's broad range of
interests--from his passion for ferns, swimming, and horsetails, to his final case histories exploring schizophrenia, dementia, and
Alzheimer's. Oliver Sacks, scientist and storyteller, is beloved by readers for his neurological case histories and his fascination and
familiarity with human behavior at its most unexpected and unfamiliar. Everything in Its Place is a celebration of Sacks's myriad
interests, told with his characteristic compassion and erudition, and in his luminous prose.
A collection of eight essays by scholars who have published extensively within the disability studies literature, and who have
helped build the field to its current state. Includes contributions from Robert Bogdan, Doug Biklen, Susan Schweik, and more.
When Oliver Sacks was twelve years old, a perceptive schoolmaster wrote in his report: “Sacks will go far, if he does not go too
far.” It is now abundantly clear that Sacks has never stopped going. From its opening pages on his youthful obsession with
motorcycles and speed, On the Move is infused with his restless energy. As he recounts his experiences as a young neurologist in
the early 1960s, first in California, where he struggled with drug addiction, and then in New York, where he discovered a longforgotten illness in the back wards of a chronic hospital, we see how his engagement with patients comes to define his life. With
unbridled honesty and humor, Sacks shows us that the same energy that drives his physical passions—weight lifting and
swimming—also drives his cerebral passions. He writes about his love affairs, both romantic and intellectual; his guilt over leaving
his family to come to America; his bond with his schizophrenic brother; and the writers and scientists—Thom Gunn, A. R. Luria, W.
H. Auden, Gerald M. Edelman, Francis Crick—who influenced him. On the Move is the story of a brilliantly unconventional physician
and writer—and of the man who has illuminated the many ways that the brain makes us human.
“My predominant feeling is one of gratitude. I have loved and been loved. I have been given much and I have given something in
return. Above all, I have been a sentient being, a thinking animal, on this beautiful planet, and that in itself has been an enormous
privilege and adventure.” —Oliver Sacks No writer has succeeded in capturing the medical and human drama of illness as honestly
and as eloquently as Oliver Sacks. During the last few months of his life, he wrote a set of essays in which he movingly explored
his feelings about completing a life and coming to terms with his own death. “It is the fate of every human being,” Sacks writes,
“to be a unique individual, to find his own path, to live his own life, to die his own death.” Together, these four essays form an ode
to the uniqueness of each human being and to gratitude for the gift of life. “Oliver Sacks was like no other clinician, or writer. He
was drawn to the homes of the sick, the institutions of the most frail and disabled, the company of the unusual and the
‘abnormal.’ He wanted to see humanity in its many variants and to do so in his own, almost anachronistic way—face to face, over
time, away from our burgeoning apparatus of computers and algorithms. And, through his writing, he showed us what he saw.”
—Atul Gawande, author of Being Mortal
From the author of the bestselling The Reason I Jump, an extraordinary self-portrait of a young adult with autism “Essential
reading for parents and teachers of those with autism who remain nonverbal.”—Temple Grandin Naoki Higashida was only thirteen
when he wrote The Reason I Jump, a revelatory account of autism from the inside by a nonverbal Japanese child, which became
an international success. Now, in Fall Down 7 Times Get Up 8, he shares his thoughts and experiences as a young man living
each day with severe autism. In short, powerful chapters, Higashida explores school memories, family relationships, the
exhilaration of travel, and the difficulties of speech. He also allows readers to experience profound moments we take for granted,
like the thought-steps necessary for him to register that it’s raining outside. Acutely aware of how strange his behavior can appear
to others, he aims throughout to foster a better understanding of autism and to encourage society to see people with disabilities as
people, not as problems. With an introduction by the bestselling novelist David Mitchell, Fall Down 7 Times Get Up 8 also includes
a dreamlike short story Higashida wrote especially for the U.S. edition. Both moving and of practical use, this book opens a
window into the mind of an inspiring young man who meets every challenge with tenacity and good humor. However often he falls
down, he always gets back up. Praise for Fall Down 7 Times Get Up 8 “[Naoki Higashida’s] success as a writer now transcends
his diagnosis. . . . His relative isolation—with words as his primary connection to the outside world—has allowed him to fully develop
the powers of observation that are necessary for good writing, and he has developed rich, deep perspectives on ideas that many
take for granted. . . . The diversity of Higashida’s writing, in both subject and style, fits together like a jigsaw puzzle of life put in
place with humor and thoughtfulness.”—The Japan Times “Profound insights about what the struggle of living with autism is really
like . . . Once again, the invitation to step inside Higashida’s mind is irresistible.”—London Evening Standard “Naoki Higashida’s
lyrical and heartfelt account of his condition is a gift to anyone involved with the same challenges. . . . Higashida shows a delicate
regard for the difficulties his condition creates . . . and is adept at explaining his experiences in language that makes sense to
neurotypicals.”—The Guardian
In an age when the business world is dominated by technology and data analysis, award-winning financial journalist and
anthropology PhD Gillian Tett presents a radically different strategy for success: businesses can revolutionize their understanding
of behavior by studying consumers, markets, and organizations through an anthropological lens. Amid severe digital disruption,
economic upheaval, and political flux, how can we make sense of the world? Leaders today typically look for answers in economic
models, Big Data, or artificial intelligence platforms. Gillian Tett points to anthropology—the study of human culture. Anthropologists
train to get inside the minds of other people, helping them not only to understand other cultures but also to appraise their own
environment with fresh perspective as an insider-outsider, gaining lateral vision. Today, anthropologists are more likely to study
Amazon warehouses than remote Amazon tribes; they have done research into institutions and companies such as General
Motors, Nestlé, Intel, and more, shedding light on practical questions such as how internet users really define themselves; why
corporate projects fail; why bank traders miscalculate losses; how companies sell products like pet food and pensions; why
pandemic policies succeed (or not). Anthropology makes the familiar seem unfamiliar and vice versa, giving us badly needed threedimensional perspective in a world where many executives are plagued by tunnel vision, especially in fields like finance and
technology. Lively, lucid, and practical, Anthro-Vision offers a revolutionary new way for understanding the behavior of
organizations, individuals, and markets in today’s ever-evolving world.
In this "postmodern, end-of-the-century" moment, the question of what role public administration can legitimately play in a
democratic society has deepened and taken on increased urgency. At the same time the movement toward global marketization
has gained enormous momentum, traditional prejudices and racial and ethnic violence have appeared with a renewed virulence,
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presenting unprecedented challenges to democratic governments. Legitimacy in Public Administration reveals how the issue of
administrative legitimacy is directly implicated, indeed central, to this broader issue. It argues that legitimacy hinges at the generic
level on the question of alterityùhow to regard and relate to "different others." This book reviews the history of the legitimacy issue
in the literature of American public administration with the purpose of demonstrating that this discourse has been distorted by an
underlying and undisclosed commitment to an elitist "Man of Reason" model of the public administratorÆs role. Current attempts
to reformulate administration to meet the challenge of new conditions will fail, the author argues, because they have not escaped
the grip of this implicit distortion. Legitimacy in Public Administration includes a challenging concluding chapter that uses insights
from gender theory and demonstrates the connection between the legitimacy question and the critical problem of alterity. The
author also offers a new way to fundamentally reframe the legitimacy question, so as not only to help the field of public
administration resolve it, but to show how this resolution can create a new understanding of the problem of racial and ethnic
prejudice.
From the best-selling author of Gratitude, On the Move, and Musicophilia, a collection of essays that displays Oliver Sacks's
passionate engagement with the most compelling and seminal ideas of human endeavor: evolution, creativity, memory, time,
consciousness, and experience. Oliver Sacks, a scientist and a storyteller, is beloved by readers for the extraordinary neurological
case histories (Awakenings, An Anthropologist on Mars) in which he introduced and explored many now familiar disorders--autism,
Tourette's syndrome, face blindness, savant syndrome. He was also a memoirist who wrote with honesty and humor about the
remarkable and strange encounters and experiences that shaped him (Uncle Tungsten, On the Move, Gratitude). Sacks, an
Oxford-educated polymath, had a deep familiarity not only with literature and medicine but with botany, animal anatomy,
chemistry, the history of science, philosophy, and psychology. The River of Consciousness is one of two books Sacks was working
on up to his death, and it reveals his ability to make unexpected connections, his sheer joy in knowledge, and his unceasing,
timeless project to understand what makes us human.

The author describes her life with autism and how she has used her strong visual sensibility to cope with it.
Awakenings--which inspired the major motion picture--is the remarkable story of a group of patients who contracted
sleeping-sickness during the great epidemic just after World War I. Frozen for decades in a trance-like state, these men
and women were given up as hopeless until 1969, when Dr. Oliver Sacks gave them the then-new drug L-DOPA, which
had an astonishing, explosive, "awakening" effect. Dr. Sacks recounts the moving case histories of his patients, their
lives, and the extraordinary transformations which went with their reintroduction to a changed world.
Vintage Readers are a perfect introduction to some of the great modern writers presented in attractive, accessible
paperback editions. “It is Dr. Sacks’s gift that he has found a way to enlarge our experience and understanding of what
the human is.” —The Wall Street Journal Dubbed “the poet laureate of medicine” by The New York Times, Oliver Sacks
is a practicing neurologist and a mesmerizing storyteller. His empathetic accounts of his patients’s lives—and wrily
observed narratives of his own—convey both the extreme borderlands of human experience and the miracles of ordinary
seeing, speaking, hearing, thinking, and feeling. Vintage Sacks includes the introduction and case study “Rose R.” from
Awakenings (the book that inspired the Oscar-nominated movie), as well as “A Deaf World” from Seeing Voices; “The
Visions of Hildegard” from Migraine; excerpts from “Island Hopping” and “Pingelap” from The Island of the Colorblind;
“A Surgeon’s Life” from An Anthropologist on Mars; and two chapters from Sacks’s acclaimed memoir Uncle Tungsten.
Dr. Oliver Sacks’s books Awakenings, An Anthropologist on Mars, and the bestselling The Man Who Mistook His Wife
for a Hat have been acclaimed for their extraordinary compassion in the treatment of patients affected with profound
disorders. In A Leg to Stand On, it is Sacks himself who is the patient: an encounter with a bull on a desolate mountain in
Norway has left him with a severely damaged leg. But what should be a routine recuperation is actually the beginning of
a strange medical journey when he finds that his leg uncannily no longer feels like part of his body. Sacks’s brilliant
description of his crisis and eventual recovery is not only an illuminating examination of the experience of patienthood
and the inner nature of illness and health but also a fascinating exploration of the physical basis of identity. This 1984
classic is now available in an expanded edition with a new foreword, written by Kate Edgar, executive director of the
Oliver Sacks Foundation.
Teenager Clifford "Kip" Russell wins second prize in a soap jingle contest, a used worn spacesuit, and, while trying on his
prize in his backyard, suddenly finds himself on a space odyssey as a prisoner aboard the ship of a space pirate, headed
toward the Moon and a series of encounters with many bizarre creatures and situations. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
What it's like to explore Mars from Earth: How the Mars rovers provide scientists with a virtual experience of being on
Mars. Geologists in the field climb hills and hang onto craggy outcrops; they put their fingers in sand and scratch, smell,
and even taste rocks. Beginning in 2004, however, a team of geologists and other planetary scientists did field science in
a dark room in Pasadena, exploring Mars from NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) by means of the remotely
operated Mars Exploration Rovers (MER). Clustered around monitors, living on Mars time, painstakingly plotting each
movement of the rovers and their tools, sensors, and cameras, these scientists reported that they felt as if they were on
Mars themselves, doing field science. The MER created a virtual experience of being on Mars. In this book, William
Clancey examines how the MER has changed the nature of planetary field science. Drawing on his extensive
observations of scientists in the field and at the JPL, Clancey investigates how the design of the rover mission enables
field science on Mars, explaining how the scientists and rover engineers manipulate the vehicle and why the
programmable tools and analytic instruments work so well for them. He shows how the scientists felt not as if they were
issuing commands to a machine but rather as if they were working on the red planet, riding together in the rover on a
voyage of discovery. Learn more about the book here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZQSWSZnTYs&feature=youtube_gdata
After discovering proof that intelligent life existed on Mars millions of years earlier, scientists Jamie Waterman and Carter
Carleton struggle to protect Mars funding in the face of ultra-conservatives who fear that the discovery will compromise
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their religious beliefs.
To these seven narratives of neurological disorder Dr. Sacks brings the same humanity, poetic observation, and
infectious sense of wonder that are apparent in his bestsellers Awakenings and The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a
Hat. These men, women, and one extraordinary child emerge as brilliantly adaptive personalities, whose conditions have
not so much debilitated them as ushered them into another reality.
'Sacks is rightly renowned for his empathy . . . anyone with a taste for the exotic will find this beautifully written book highly
engaging' Sunday Times Always fascinated by islands, Oliver Sacks is drawn to the Pacific by reports of the tiny atoll of Pingelap,
with its isolated community of islanders born totally colour-blind; and to Guam, where he investigates a puzzling paralysis endemic
there for a century. Along the way, he re-encounters the beautiful, primitive island cycad trees - and these become the starting
point for a meditation on time and evolution, disease and adaptation, and islands both real and metaphorical in The Island of the
Colour-Blind.
Updated for a new era, the 25th anniversary edition of this seminal work on autism and neurodiversity provides “a uniquely
fascinating view” (Deborah Tannen, author of You Just Don’t Understand) of the differences in our brains. Originally published in
1995 as an unprecedented look at autism, Grandin writes from the dual perspectives of a scientist and an autistic person to give a
report from “the country of autism.” Introducing a groundbreaking model which analyzes people based on their patterns of
thought, Grandin “charts the differences between her life and the lives of those who think in words” (The Philadelphia Inquirer).
For the new edition, Grandin has written a new afterword addressing recent developments in the study of autism, including new
diagnostic criteria, advancements in genetic research, updated tips, insights into working with children and young people with
autism, and more.
'An inexhaustible tourist at the farther reaches of the mind, Sacks presents, in sparse, unsentimental prose, the stories of seven of
his patients. The result is as rich, vivid and compelling as any collection of short fictional stories' Independent on Sunday As with
his previous bestseller, The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat, in An Anthropologist on Mars Oliver Sacks uses case studies to
illustrate the myriad ways in which neurological conditions can affect our sense of self, our experience of the world, and how we
relate to those around us. Writing with his trademark blend of scientific rigour and human compassion, he describes patients such
as the colour-blind painter or the surgeon with compulsive tics that disappear in the operating theatre; patients for whom
disorientation and alienation - but also adaptation - are inescapable facts of life.
An Anthropologist on MarsSeven Paradoxical TalesVintage
"I have been an inveterate keeper of journals since I was 14 especially at times of adventure and crisis and travel. Here, for the
first time, such a journal made its way to publication, not that much changed from the raw, handwritten journal that I kept during my
fascinated 9 days in Oaxaca." Dr. Oliver Sacks Oliver Sacks is best known as an explorer of the human mind, a neurologist with a
gift for the complex, insightful portrayals of people and their conditions that fuel the phenomenal success of his books. But he is
also a card-carrying member of the American Fern Society, and since childhood has been fascinated by these primitive plants and
their ability to survive and adapt. Now the bestselling author of Awakenings and The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat brings
his ceaseless curiosity and eye for the wondrous to the province of Oaxaca, Mexico. Oaxaca Journal is Sacks's spellbinding
account of his trip with a group of fellow fern enthusiasts to the beautiful, history-steeped province of Oaxaca. Bringing together
Sacks's passion for natural history and the richness of human culture with his penetrating curiosity and trammeling eye for detail,
Oaxaca Journal is a captivating evocation of a places, its plants, its people and its myriad wonders.
A groundbreaking history of the human mind told through our experience of dreams—from the earliest accounts to current scientific
findings—and their essential role in the formation of who we are and the world we have made. What is a dream? Why do we
dream? How do our bodies and minds use them? These questions are the starting point for this unprecedented study of the role
and significance of this phenomenon. An investigation on a grand scale, it encompasses literature, anthropology, religion, and
science, articulating the essential place dreams occupy in human culture and how they functioned as the catalyst that compelled
us to transform our earthly habitat into a human world. From the earliest cave paintings—where Sidarta Ribeiro locates a key to
humankind’s first dreams and how they contributed to our capacity to perceive past and future and our ability to conceive of the
existence of souls and spirits—to today’s cutting-edge scientific research, Ribeiro arrives at revolutionary conclusions about the
role of dreams in human existence and evolution. He explores the advances that contemporary neuroscience, biochemistry, and
psychology have made into the connections between sleep, dreams, and learning. He explains what dreams have taught us about
the neural basis of memory and the transformation of memory in recall. And he makes clear that the earliest insight into dreams as
oracular has been elucidated by contemporary research. Accessible, authoritative, and fascinating, The Oracle of Night gives us a
wholly new way to understand this most basic of human experiences.
How the extraordinary multisensory phenomenon of synesthesia has changed our traditional view of the brain. A person with
synesthesia might feel the flavor of food on her fingertips, sense the letter “J” as shimmering magenta or the number “5” as
emerald green, hear and taste her husband's voice as buttery golden brown. Synesthetes rarely talk about their peculiar sensory
gift—believing either that everyone else senses the world exactly as they do, or that no one else does. Yet synesthesia occurs in
one in twenty people, and is even more common among artists. One famous synesthete was novelist Vladimir Nabokov, who
insisted as a toddler that the colors on his wooden alphabet blocks were “all wrong.” His mother understood exactly what he
meant because she, too, had synesthesia. Nabokov's son Dmitri, who recounts this tale in the afterword to this book, is also a
synesthete—further illustrating how synesthesia runs in families. In Wednesday Is Indigo Blue, pioneering researcher Richard
Cytowic and distinguished neuroscientist David Eagleman explain the neuroscience and genetics behind synesthesia's
multisensory experiences. Because synesthesia contradicted existing theory, Cytowic spent twenty years persuading colleagues
that it was a real—and important—brain phenomenon rather than a mere curiosity. Today scientists in fifteen countries are exploring
synesthesia and how it is changing the traditional view of how the brain works. Cytowic and Eagleman argue that perception is
already multisensory, though for most of us its multiple dimensions exist beyond the reach of consciousness. Reality, they point
out, is more subjective than most people realize. No mere curiosity, synesthesia is a window on the mind and brain, highlighting
the amazing differences in the way people see the world.
In his most extraordinary book, the bestselling author of Awakenings and "poet laureate of medicine” (The New York Times)
recounts the case histories of patients inhabiting the compelling world of neurological disorders, from those who are no longer able
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to recognize common objects to those who gain extraordinary new skills. Featuring a new preface, Oliver Sacks’s The Man Who
Mistook His Wife for a Hat tells the stories of individuals afflicted with perceptual and intellectual disorders: patients who have lost
their memories and with them the greater part of their pasts; who are no longer able to recognize people and common objects;
whose limbs seem alien to them; who lack some skills yet are gifted with uncanny artistic or mathematical talents. In Dr. Sacks’s
splendid and sympathetic telling, his patients are deeply human and his tales are studies of struggles against incredible adversity.
A great healer, Sacks never loses sight of medicine’s ultimate responsibility: “the suffering, afflicted, fighting human subject.”
Here are seven detailed and fascinating portraits of neurological patients, including a surgeon consumed by the compulsive tics of Tourette's
syndrome unless he is operating; an artist who loses all sense of color in a car accident, but finds a new sensibility and creative power in
black and white; and an autistic professor who cannot decipher the simplest social exchange between humans, but has built a career out of
her intuitive understanding of animal behavior. Sacks combines the well honed mind of an academician with the verve of a true storyteller,
and manages to produce a book at once accessible and challenging. The capacity to observe the patient as a different form of human being,
instead of as just an 'interesting case', is a true insight into what Medicine should be; furthermore, as the author insistently teaches,
neurological diseases differ from other ailments in that they become a true portion of the persona, and ,in a sense, they belong to the patient,
whereas most people consider disease to be something that 'happens' to them, an outside influence not to be confused with the true Self. It is
a truly accessible and moving book, and teaches us all something about the diversity and depths of the human kind.
For fans of My Ideal Bookshelf and Bibliophile, The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book is the perfect gift for book lovers everywhere: a quirky and
entertaining interactive guide to reading, featuring voicemails, literary Easter eggs, checklists, and more, from the creators of the popular
multimedia project. The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book is an interactive illustrated homage to the beautiful ways in which books bring meaning
to our lives and how our lives bring meaning to books. Carefully crafted in the style of a retro telephone directory, this guide offers you a
variety of unique ways to connect with readers, writers, bookshops, and life-changing stories. In it, you’ll discover... -Heartfelt, anonymous
voicemail messages and transcripts from real-life readers sharing unforgettable stories about their most beloved books. You’ll hear how a
mother and daughter formed a bond over their love for Erin Morgenstern’s The Night Circus, or how a reader finally felt represented after
reading Gene Luen Yang’s American Born Chinese, or how two friends performed Mary Oliver’s Thirst to a grove of trees, or how Anne
Frank inspired a young writer to continue journaling. -Hidden references inside fictional literary adverts like Ahab’s Whale Tours and Miss
Ophelia’s Psychic Readings, and real-life literary landmarks like Maya Angelou City Park and the Edgar Allan Poe House & Museum. -Lists
of bookstores across the USA, state by state, plus interviews with the book lovers who run them. -Various invitations to become a part of this
book by calling and leaving a bookish voicemail of your own. -And more! Quirky, nostalgic, and full of heart, The Call Me Ishmael Phone Book
is a love letter to the stories that change us, connect us, and make us human.
Long before Oliver Sacks became a distinguished neurologist and bestselling writer, he was a small English boy fascinated by metals–also by
chemical reactions (the louder and smellier the better), photography, squids and cuttlefish, H.G. Wells, and the periodic table. In this
endlessly charming and eloquent memoir, the author of The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat and Awakenings chronicles his love affair
with science and the magnificently odd and sometimes harrowing childhood in which that love affair unfolded. In Uncle Tungsten we meet
Sacks’ extraordinary family, from his surgeon mother (who introduces the fourteen-year-old Oliver to the art of human dissection) and his
father, a family doctor who imbues in his son an early enthusiasm for housecalls, to his “Uncle Tungsten,” whose factory produces tungstenfilament lightbulbs. We follow the young Oliver as he is exiled at the age of six to a grim, sadistic boarding school to escape the London Blitz,
and later watch as he sets about passionately reliving the exploits of his chemical heroes–in his own home laboratory. Uncle Tungsten is a
crystalline view of a brilliant young mind springing to life, a story of growing up which is by turns elegiac, comic, and wistful, full of the
electrifying joy of discovery.
Milan, 1496 and forty-four-year-old Leonardo da Vinci has a reputation for taking on commissions and failing to complete them. He is in a
state of professional uncertainty and financial difficulty. For eighteen months he has been painting murals in both the Sforza Castle in Milan
and the refectory of the convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie. The latter project will become the Last Supper, a complex mural that took a full
three years to complete on a surface fifteen feet high by twenty feet wide. Not only had he never attempted a painting of such size, but he
had no experience whatsoever in painting in the physically demanding medium of fresco.For more than five centuries the Last Supper has
been an artistic, religious and cultural icon. The art historian Kenneth Clark has called it 'the keystone of European art', and for a century after
its creation it was regarded as nothing less than a miraculous image. Even today, according to Clark, we regard the painting as 'more a work
of nature than a work of man'. And yet there is a very human story behind this artistic 'miracle', which was created against the backdrop of
momentous events both in Milan and in the life of Leonardo himself.In Leonardo and the Last Supper, Ross King tells the complete story of
this creation of this mural: the adversities suffered by the artist during its execution; the experimental techniques he employed; the models for
Christ and the Apostles that he used; and the numerous personalities involved - everyone from the Leonardo's young assistants to Ludovico
Sforza, the Duke of Milan who commissioned the work. Ross King's new book is both a record of Leonardo da Vinci's last five years in Milan
and a 'biography' of one of the most famous works of art ever painted.
Why do some men, women and even children assault, batter, rape, mutilate and murder? In his stunning new book, the Pulitzer Prize-winner
Richard Rhodes provides a startling and persuasive answer. Why They Killexplores the discoveries of a maverick American criminologist, Dr.
Lonnie Athens -- himself the child of a violent family -- which challenge conventional theories about violent behavior. By interviewing violent
criminals in prison, Dr. Athens has identified a pattern of social development common to all seriously violent people -- a four-stage process he
calls "violentization": -- First, brutalization: A young person is forced by violence or the threat of violence to submit to an aggressive authority
figure; he witnesses the violent subjugation of intimates, and the authority figure coaches him to use violence to settle disputes. -- Second,
belligerency: The dispirited subject, determined to prevent his further violent subjugation, heeds his coach and resolves to resort to violence.
-- Third, violent performances: His violent response to provocation succeeds, and he reads respect and fear in the eyes of others. -- Fourth,
virulency: Exultant, he determines from now on to utilize serious violence as a means of dealing with people -- and he bonds with others who
believe as he does. Since all four stages must be fully experienced in sequence and completed to produce a violent individual, we see how
intervening to interrupt the process can prevent a tragic outcome. Rhodes supports Athens's theory with historical evidence and shows how it
explains such violent careers as those of Perry Smith (the killer central to Truman Capote's narrative In Cold Blood), Mike Tyson, "preppy
rapist" Alex Kelly, and Lee Harvey Oswald. Why They Kill challenges with devastating evidence the theory that violent behavior is impulsive,
unconsciously motivated and predetermined. It offers compelling insights into the terrible, ongoing dilemma of criminal violence that plagues
families, neighborhoods, cities and schools.
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