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From award-winning and bestselling author, Jewell Parker Rhodes comes a powerful coming-of-age story about two
brothers, one who presents as white, the other as black, and the complex ways in which they are forced to navigate the
world, all while training for a fencing competition. Framed. Bullied. Disliked. But I know I can still be the best. Sometimes,
12-year-old Donte wishes he were invisible. As one of the few black boys at Middlefield Prep, most of the students don't
look like him. They don't like him either. Dubbing him "Black Brother," Donte's teachers and classmates make it clear
they wish he were more like his lighter-skinned brother, Trey. When he's bullied and framed by the captain of the fencing
team, "King" Alan, he's suspended from school and arrested. Terrified, searching for a place where he belongs, Donte
joins a local youth center and meets former Olympic fencer Arden Jones. With Arden's help, he begins training as a
competitive fencer, setting his sights on taking down the fencing team captain, no matter what. As Donte hones his
fencing skills and grows closer to achieving his goal, he learns the fight for justice is far from over. Now Donte must
confront his bullies, racism, and the corrupt systems of power that led to his arrest. Powerful and emotionally gripping,
Black Brother, Black Brother is a careful examination of the school-to-prison pipeline and follows one boy's fight against
racism and his empowering path to finding his voice.
Richard Wright grew up in the woods of Mississippi amid poverty, hunger, fear, and hatred. He lied, stole, and raged at
those around him; at six he was a "drunkard," hanging about in taverns. Surly, brutal, cold, suspicious, and self-pitying,
he was surrounded on one side by whites who were either indifferent to him, pitying, or cruel, and on the other by blacks
who resented anyone trying to rise above the common lot. Black Boy is Richard Wright's powerful account of his journey
from innocence to experience in the Jim Crow South. It is at once an unashamed confession and a profound
indictment—a poignant and disturbing record of social injustice and human suffering.
When Aislinn Amon's father disappears, her mother drags her from New York to Indiana where she is to attend a new
boarding school - Source High. At Source High, Aislinn finds herself in a whole other world than what she knew.
Everyone has something supernatural about them, including her. Soon, she finds that she's not the normal, rebel,
messed up teenage girl she thought she was. Her friends try to help her along the way when trouble comes knocking on
her door. People die, she finds herself falling in love with, something she swore she'd never do, and secrets start to form.
Can Aislinn cope with everything that's happening? Can she handle the life she's been forced to deal with? Or will she
crack under the heavy pressures laid upon her seventeen-year-old shoulders?
Every so called, Black man, woman, child wants to believe that slavery is over.The reason being for this belief is because
times have changed.But thats not true, times may have change, and the institution of slavery has changed with it, in how
its introduced. Slavery has taken on a new form, and its through words, words that would imprison our minds
David has a big problem; she is really a girl named Sarah. But nobody knows and everyone assumes she is a boy. When
her parents ask why she is so sad, is she brave enough to tell them the truth?
Across the realms of multimedia production, information design, web development, and usability, certain truisms are
apparent. Like an Art of War for design, this slim volume contains guidance, inspiration, and reassurance for all those
who labor with the user in mind. If you work on the web, in print, or in film or video, this book can help. If you know
someone working on the creative arena, this makes a great gift. Funny, too.
A special 75th anniversary edition of Richard Wright's powerful and unforgettable memoir, with a new foreword by John
Edgar Wideman and an afterword by Malcolm Wright, the author’s grandson. When it exploded onto the literary scene in
1945, Black Boy was both praised and condemned. Orville Prescott of the New York Times wrote that “if enough such
books are written, if enough millions of people read them maybe, someday, in the fullness of time, there will be a greater
understanding and a more true democracy.” Yet from 1975 to 1978, Black Boy was banned in schools throughout the
United States for “obscenity” and “instigating hatred between the races.” Wright’s once controversial, now celebrated
autobiography measures the raw brutality of the Jim Crow South against the sheer desperate will it took to survive as a
Black boy. Enduring poverty, hunger, fear, abuse, and hatred while growing up in the woods of Mississippi, Wright lied,
stole, and raged at those around him—whites indifferent, pitying, or cruel and Blacks resentful of anyone trying to rise
above their circumstances. Desperate for a different way of life, he may his way north, eventually arriving in Chicago,
where he forged a new path and began his career as a writer. At the end of Black Boy, Wright sits poised with pencil in
hand, determined to “hurl words into this darkness and wait for an echo.” Seventy-five year later, his words continue to
reverberate. “To read Black Boy is to stare into the heart of darkness,” John Edgar Wideman writes in his foreword. “Not
the dark heart Conrad searched for in Congo jungles but the beating heart I bear.” One of the great American memoirs,
Wright’s account is a poignant record of struggle and endurance—a seminal literary work that illuminates our own time.
Story of Earl J (Jesse) Crawford and his experiences during World Ward II in Europe.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST
NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE
AWARD FINALIST • ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL SPECIAL
EVENT Hailed by Toni Morrison as “required reading,” a bold and personal literary exploration of America’s racial
history by “the most important essayist in a generation and a writer who changed the national political conversation about
race” (Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE
OF PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The
New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • The Washington Post • People • Entertainment Weekly •
Vogue • Los Angeles Times • San Francisco Chronicle • Chicago Tribune • New York • Newsday • Library Journal •
Publishers Weekly In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the
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most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our
nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us
all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and,
today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to
live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? Between
the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates
shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of
revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from
his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully
woven from personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me
clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way forward.
In the future, the past will never be the same... By the end of the 25th Century few had as storied a career as Doctor J.
Burke. An historian who used quantum superluminal teleportation to mingle among her forebears through twenty different
decades making discoveries and recovering lost artifacts, she was the last of the Historical Archive Collection's 'big three'
antiquinauts. The physical effects of the profession had grounded jovial Ike Chernovich in old San Francisco, companion
Braham Lilienthal had vanished without a trace three years before, and the indifference of the Minders from the future,
who were best positioned to help, left Burke with a weary cynicism. Only the promise of a special mission, the brainchild
of rookie archivist Nathan Rialto, brought her back again. It was Burke's specialty, the recovery of a glamorous old
airliner from 1951 using a revolutionary new teleport, and in California as well. She would gather her trusty team of
specialists, teach the rookie the ropes and perhaps contemplate a different kind of future afterward with Ike. From the
moment it began it felt as if the whole mission had been created just for her...and that was only the beginning of her
problems!
A horse of nineteenth century England tells his life story from his early home through many masters and experiences,
both good and bad.
ONE OF BOOK RIOT'S BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR Dustin Lance Black wrote the Oscar-winning screenplay for Milk
and helped overturn California's anti-gay marriage Proposition 8, but as an LGBTQ activist he has unlikely origins--a
conservative Mormon household outside San Antonio, Texas. There he was raised by a single mother who, as a survivor
of childhood polio, endured brutal surgeries as well as braces and crutches for life. Despite the abuse and violence of two
questionably devised Mormon marriages, she imbued Lance with her inner strength and irrepressible optimism. When
Lance came out to his mother at age twenty-one, she initially derided his sexuality as a sinful choice. It may seem like
theirs was a house destined to be divided--and at times it was. But in the end, they did not let their differences define
them or the relationship that had inspired two remarkable lives. This heartfelt, deeply personal memoir explores how a
mother and son built bridges across great cultural divides--and how our stories hold the power to heal.
Trapped in the poverty-stricken ghetto of Chicago's South Side, a young African-American man finds release only in acts
of violence.
Widely acclaimed as one of the finest books ever written on race and class divisions in America, this powerful novel
reflects the forces of poverty, injustice, and hopelessness that continue to shape out society. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.
Third in the A Boy Named Jack series about growing up on a working cattle ranch in New Mexico. These stories are all
about Alice.
In this story, shadows are depicted as parental figures. Parentals provide coverings and are essential to us discovering
our identity. Authors Jelina Sheppard and Karter Sheppard tell a story of a little boy born without his covering. Join the
boy with no shadow as he discovers how amazing and unique he is, with or without his shadow. We don't always have
what we want, but the sun will always provide us with what we need when we need it most. Until then, "Just remember,
you're still awesome times three..." Jelina Sheppard is the mother of four-year-old Karter and needed a creative approach
to encourage her son when asked about his father. Her passion for writing and love for her son pushed her to create The
Boy With No Shadow.
The texts which comprise this small book - forms of essay, talk, dialogue - at one time saw themselves as individualists
who went somewhere (to small press magazines) on their own. Now they are here, collected with the chance of going
nowhere together. As it should be: since they represent the fate of language and translation in the memory of aliens living
inside America - like a family going nowhere together, but at home.The philosopher Jacques Derrida and his family are
part of this family in the dead letter office, and curiously they are named going nowhere together at home. Along the way,
so are the poets Charles Reznikoff and William Carlos Williams and Emmanuel Hocquard and Juliette Valery and
Charles Olson, as well as Horace's Odes in translation.You will find in this Memoir what it means for an alien to search
for his family in a book outside the time of its writing. You will find him discovering that translation is a personal story and
that poetry might not have a home without it. You will find him wondering: whose voices are these which we hear around
us as we write, as Babel turns to rumor through the fact of translation, wherein a book is being made and remade from
American to French and back again? You will find him through translation like a Being in the Poetry of the Extraterritorial,
an un-owned territory which is neither French nor American but is negotiated by the rumor of a poetry which emerges
from both, a future condition (État) which seeks the name it could be but is not.Follow this alien Being's trajectory: he is
not of America but grows up in it. He publishes a book in French translation before it appears in the American English
original. He becomes native to a writing whose eloquence is always in question, at times because it is passive, at other
times because it is unpronounceable.Who, over time, finds his Memoir?In the dead letter office, we do. We find someone
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somewhat like ourselves, who uses language and translation as if these were a poet's gifts in the making of history, a
history which is foreign yet integral to his homeland. We find someone who uses it to return to his own people and place,
so that he can "only stand more/revealed." We find someone who will act the new basis for his identity - the
consciousness whose coming into Being must be premised on his existence in another world.
'Every voice raised against racism chips away at its power. We can't afford to stay silent. This book is an attempt to
speak' The book that sparked a national conversation. Exploring everything from eradicated black history to the
inextricable link between class and race, Why I'm No Longer Talking to White People About Race is the essential
handbook for anyone who wants to understand race relations in Britain today. THE NO.1 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER
WINNER OF THE BRITISH BOOK AWARDS NON-FICTION NARRATIVE BOOK OF THE YEAR 2018 FOYLES NONFICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR BLACKWELL'S NON-FICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR WINNER OF THE JHALAK
PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE FOR NON-FICTION LONGLISTED FOR THE ORWELL
PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR A BOOKS ARE MY BAG READERS AWARD
Don Newman's first volume of Savannah centric poetry reflects the close personal relationship between poet and subject
often found in work dedicated to a particular place. Such intimate subjectivity may seem lofty at times. But this Savannah
native has a way of bringing grandiose notions of his hometown down to earth. Here, the author's regional sensibilitiestogether with his stretch toward the universal-offer the reader a unique perspective and a tour of Savannah unattainable
during a typical day of sightseeing. While by no means a comprehensive poetic look at the city, Newman's Little Poetry
Book of Savannah will surely augment the traveler's backpack, give visitors a distinctive literary keepsake, and make the
perfect gift for those back home who would like an authentic little piece of Savannah.Meditative, descriptive, fun, quirky,
and enjoyably honest, Newman bares parts of his soul in this down-to-earth, head-in-the-clouds "poetry for everyone."For
a slightly smaller, less expensive Black & White Edition go here: https://www.createspace.com/3909405
In this wonderfully informative and important book, Ted Braude provides practical steps for parents in helping their
children, their boys, become good men. Written in clear language, this book will help any parent fulfill one of the most
important responsibilities in life. An amazingly helpful guide, filled with clear practices that work!
8 starred reviews · Goodreads Choice Awards Best of the Best · William C. Morris Award Winner · National Book Award
Longlist · Printz Honor Book · Coretta Scott King Honor Book · #1 New York Times Bestseller! "Absolutely riveting!"
—Jason Reynolds "Stunning." —John Green "This story is necessary. This story is important." —Kirkus (starred review)
"Heartbreakingly topical." —Publishers Weekly (starred review) "A marvel of verisimilitude." —Booklist (starred review) "A
powerful, in-your-face novel." —Horn Book (starred review) Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the
poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police
officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a
drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord
try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only
person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could
also endanger her life. Want more of Garden Heights? Catch Maverick and Seven’s story in Concrete Rose, Angie
Thomas's powerful prequel to The Hate U Give.
Coming Up a Country Boy is not an autobiography, nor does Gresham consider it his memoirs. Rather, he says, it is a
collection of recollections, some in chronological order, others not. The essays chronicle impressions various folks made
on Gresham and, in some cases, the effect those impressions had on his life. Some entertained, some molded character,
some irritated; but all were interesting.
Musa Okwonga – a young Black man who grew up in a predominantly working-class town – was not your typical Eton
College student. The experience moulded him, challenged him... but also made him wonder why a place that was so
good for him also seems to contribute to the harm being done to the UK. The more he searched, the more evident the
connection became between one of Britain’s most prestigious institutions and the genesis of Brexit, and between his
home town in the suburbs of Greater London and the rise of the far right. Woven throughout this deeply personal and
unflinching memoir of Musa’s five years at Eton in the 1990s is a present-day narrative which engages with much wider
questions about pressing social and political issues: privilege, the distribution of wealth, the rise of the far right in the UK,
systemic racism, the ‘boys’ club’ of government and the power of the few to control the fate of the many. One of Them
is both an intimate account and a timely exploration of race and class in modern Britain.
In a new edition of this classic autobiography, the author of Native Son chronicles his experience growing up black in the
Jim Crow South. Reprint. NYT.
One of TIME’s 100 Best Fantasy Books of All Time Winner of the L.A. Times Ray Bradbury Prize Finalist for the 2019
National Book Award The New York Times Bestseller Named a Best Book of 2019 by The Wall Street Journal, TIME,
NPR, GQ, Vogue, and The Washington Post "A fantasy world as well-realized as anything Tolkien made." --Neil Gaiman
"Gripping, action-packed....The literary equivalent of a Marvel Comics universe." --Michiko Kakutani, The New York
Times The epic novel, an African Game of Thrones, from the Man Booker Prize-winning author of A Brief History of
Seven Killings In the stunning first novel in Marlon James's Dark Star trilogy, myth, fantasy, and history come together to
explore what happens when a mercenary is hired to find a missing child. Tracker is known far and wide for his skills as a
hunter: "He has a nose," people say. Engaged to track down a mysterious boy who disappeared three years earlier,
Tracker breaks his own rule of always working alone when he finds himself part of a group that comes together to search
for the boy. The band is a hodgepodge, full of unusual characters with secrets of their own, including a shape-shifting
man-animal known as Leopard. As Tracker follows the boy's scent--from one ancient city to another; into dense forests
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and across deep rivers--he and the band are set upon by creatures intent on destroying them. As he struggles to survive,
Tracker starts to wonder: Who, really, is this boy? Why has he been missing for so long? Why do so many people want to
keep Tracker from finding him? And perhaps the most important questions of all: Who is telling the truth, and who is
lying? Drawing from African history and mythology and his own rich imagination, Marlon James has written a novel unlike
anything that's come before it: a saga of breathtaking adventure that's also an ambitious, involving read. Defying
categorization and full of unforgettable characters, Black Leopard, Red Wolf is both surprising and profound as it
explores the fundamentals of truth, the limits of power, and our need to understand them both.
This is a memoir presented in an anthological - like format; in other words, a collection of short stories, on the life of the
author. It starts when he was growing up in the Philippine countryside of Ilocos Sur province. Just like a normal kid, he
played with his friends, did crazy things, went to school and moved to Manila, for his college education. He got married
while in fifth year college, but still graduated on time. This book relates his struggles, failures, as well as successes,
including his coming to America. Searching for the American Dream was no picnic either, but with perseverance, he
achieved some of them in modest ways. Foreigners planning to immigrate to the great ol' USA could get glimpses, on
what it takes, to come and live in America.
A heartbreaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a police officer, drawing connections through history, from
award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes. An instant New York Times bestsellerAn instant IndieBound bestsellerThe
#1 Kids' Indie Next PickA Walter Award winner Only the living can make the world better. Live and make it better. Twelveyear-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the
devastation that's been unleashed on his family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal
killing. Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances.
Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led
to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who grapples with her
father's actions. Once again Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves historical and socio-political layers into a gripping and
poignant story about how children and families face the complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to
understand American blackness in the aftermath of his own death.
This American classic has been corrected from the original manuscripts and indexed, featuring historic photographs and
an extensive biographical afterword.
When sixteen-year-old Rashad is mistakenly accused of stealing, classmate Quinn witnesses his brutal beating at the
hands of a police officer who happens to be the older brother of his best friend. Told through Rashad and Quinn's
alternating viewpoints.
*An Amazon Best Book of the Year optioned for television by Gabrielle Union!* In a series of personal essays, prominent
journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George M. Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and college years in New
Jersey and Virginia. From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing with his
loving grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this young-adult memoir weaves together the trials and triumphs
faced by Black queer boys. Both a primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring testimony for young queer
men of color, All Boys Aren't Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, brotherhood, family, structural
marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson's emotionally frank style of writing will appeal directly to young adults.
Envious of her best friends lavish lifestyle, a young woman wonders how different her life would be if she had an
opportunity to change her past.
Hundreds of thousands of lives, millions of animals and billions in property are at stake. And... Never Again, is the 3rd in
the Michael Grant, PI, mystery/suspense series. Terry Dean Ballard, a young terrorist who killed 19 innocents in Texas
before escaping Michael's grasp at the end of Judas Oracle, surfaces in Colorado bent on destruction. Ballard's
Christmas day sabotage of area ski slopes and towns kills 67 bringing his death toll to eighty-six. Ballard, a young
computer geek, finds he excels as a user, abuser and natural leader. He next focuses his cold careless fury on New
Year's Eve. Leading a small gang of eco-terrorists, he plots his next debacle. Above, millions of acre feet of water, Below
the dam, a town, a chemical munitions storage facility. Can Michael Grant and his team of 'agency' operatives stop the
inevitable? How many more times can Michael Grant say: And... Never Again.
5/5 No Compromise is an African centered perspective on solving the x factor in the human equation: 3/5 slave + x = 5/5 whole human
beings, for Black Americans, specifically, and Black people world wide in general. The book written by Jeff Weaver, is inspired and driven by
the divine wisdom of Almighty God, the African Forces (Lwa, Orisa, Obosum) / Holy Spirit and the ancestors. The premise of 5/5 No
Compromise is to establish the fact that: 1) The United States Constitution codified the value of Black lives, in Article I. Section 2, Chapter 3
(more popularly known as the "3/5 Clause") as "3/5 of a person." A codification which has never been, expressly, amended or eradicated; and
2) in order for Black victims of the trans Atlantic slave trade, white supremacy and colonialism to establish their genuine human status they
must embrace their own traditions, customs and culture, in an autonomous mutual respect based co-existence with their former slave
masters and governors. Furthermore, in order to connect the various "splinters" of Black sub-cultures that exist in the US and globally, there
must be an establishment of the one cultural thread that exist in common with the genetic heredity of the people in question. For Black
Americans and Black people, worldwide, that common cultural thread is the drum pulse which originated in Africa. It is the one cultural
element that is powerful and consistent, wherever Black people are heavily populated in the world. The author, Jeff Weaver calls that thread,
"drum centered culture" and has identified it as the key element in sowing together the global cultural fabric that will restore Black people to a
5/5 autonomous culture of thriving human beings, with lives that matter.
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. When Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they
decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted. Their first stop is
South Carolina, in a city that initially seems like a haven. But the city's placid surface masks an insidious scheme designed for its black
denizens. And even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave catcher, is close on their heels.
The year is 4518 BCE. Halim, a Shakti warrior initiate, lives with his family in Harappa, a fortified city in the Indus River Valley. His father is
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injured, so the task falls to Halim to find a cure for his mother, who has fallen prey to a mysterious, debilitating disease. Sanjit, a seasoned
Shakti, agrees to accompany Halim to the Kunlun Mountains in search of a sacred medicine from an ancient monastery. Halim's impulsive
sister, Taja, insists on joining them too. When the three travellers confront the Ignogai, a barbaric tribe with a bloodthirsty shaman, they must
flee across hazardous and unfamiliar terrain to avoid being captured and persecuted for their Shakti Prana. With a little bit of magic,
determination, and some help from a few extraordinary people, the trio must fight for their lives to make it back home in time to save Halim's
mother from certain demise.
Richard Wright's powerful account of his journey from innocence to experience in the Jim Crow South. It is at once an unashamed confession
and a profound indictment--a poignant and disturbing record of social injustice and human suffering. When Black Boy exploded onto the
literary scene in 1945, it caused a sensation. Orville Prescott of the New York Times wrote that “if enough such books are written, if enough
millions of people read them maybe, someday, in the fullness of time, there will be a greater understanding and a more true democracy.”
Opposing forces felt compelled to comment: addressing Congress, Senator Theodore Bilbo of Mississippi argued that the purpose of this
book “was to plant seeds of hate and devilment in the minds of every American.” From 1975 to 1978, Black Boy was banned in schools
throughout the United States for “obscenity” and “instigating hatred between the races.” The once controversial, now classic American
autobiography measures the brutality and rawness of the Jim Crow South against the sheer desperate will it took to survive. Richard Wright
grew up in the woods of Mississippi, with poverty, hunger, fear, and hatred. He lied, stole, and raged at those about him; at six he was a
“drunkard,” hanging about in taverns. Surly, brutal, cold, suspicious, and self-pitying, he was surrounded on one side by whites who were
either indifferent to him, pitying, or cruel, and on the other by blacks who resented anyone trying to rise above the common lot. At the end of
Black Boy, Wright sits poised with pencil in hand, determined to "hurl words into this darkness and wait for an echo."
Tallahassee, Florida, 1960s: Brought up by his loving, strict and clear-sighted grandmother, Elwood Curtis is about to enroll at the local black
college. But one innocent mistake is enough to destroy his future, and so Elwood arrives instead at the Nickel Academy, which claims to
provide training for its inmates to become "honorable and honest men". In reality, the Nickel Academy is a chamber of horrors, where abuse
is rife. Stunned to find himself in this vicious environment, Elwood attempts to live by Dr. Martin Luther King's assertion, "Throw us in jail and
we will still love you." But his new friend Turner believes the only way to survive is to emulate the cruelty of their oppressors. The tension
between Elwood's idealism and Turner's skepticism leads to a decision that will have decades-long repercussions...
Another body in a string of ritualistic murders. A serial killer who's getting cocky. Detective Derek Childress thinks this day just can't get any
worse. And then he meets his new partner. Investigator Kayle Perrine is a Variant: one of several races of once-thought mythical creatures
who now live among and lord-over humankind. Led by a group of vampires called the Clan Gentry, the Variants protect their own, just as they
did when Derek's previous partner was killed by one, nearly a year ago. Now that Perrine's on the case, Derek expects a cover-up. Kayle
Perrine has worked his whole life to prove himself, but being paired up with a boorish mundane like Derek Childress is feeling more like
punishment than reward. Derek is so blinded by his prejudice against Variants, that he refuses to see the evidence Kayle finds blatantly
obvious. The sooner Kayle can close this case, the sooner he can go back home and forget about the infuriating human detective. A brutal
attack forges a fragile truce between the two men, driving them together. Derek and Kayle must learn to trust and depend on each other while
tempers flare and passions of every kind run hot between them. Yet as they begin to grow closer, one fact continues to keep them apart: they
are from different worlds. With time running out to solve this case, Derek and Kayle understand that love may not be enough to overcome
prejudice, politics, and murder.
Joe and Elizabeth have led difficult lives, being neglected and abused by their mother. Joe's little sister disappears from school the day
before Christmas vacation. The next morning he wakes up to an empty house; his mother no where to be found, and still no sign of his sister.
Joe spends his vacation searching for his sister, while trying to survive a winter storm in an abandoned house with no utilities and an empty
refrigerator, but with the help of an angel he is reunited with Elizabeth on Christmas Day.
Walt Johnson has been a rolling stone most of his life, moving from town to town and living on the edges of homelessness. Now he has run
out of time as lung cancer has left him only months to live. Walt then begins a quest to find the son with whom he lost contact decades
earlier. Out of money, he lands a job at a small-town restaurant in an attempt to save enough to buy a bus ticket to the last known
whereabouts of his son. The friends Walt makes at his new job soon become family for him, especially 14-year-old Danny who is emotionally
paralyzed at the loss of his own father in Iraq. Faced with Danny’s struggles to grow up and the struggles of his other new friends, Walt
comes to realize he is not only on a journey to find his own son, but he is on a journey to find himself worthy of being a father.
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