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Drawing on ethnographic inquiry and the
anthropological literature on doubt and atheism, this
volume explores people's reluctance to pursue
religion. The contributors capture the experiences of
godless people and examine their perspectives on
the role of religion in their personal and public lives.
In doing so, the volume contributes to a critical
understanding of the processes of disengagement
from religion and reveals the challenges and
paradoxes that godless people face.
Theravada is one of the three main branches of
Buddhism. In Asia it is practiced widely in Thailand,
Laos, Burma, Sri Lanka, and Cambodia. This
fascinating ethnography opens a window onto two
communities of Theravada Buddhists in
contemporary America: one outside Philadelphia that
is composed largely of Thai immigrants and one
outside Boston that consists mainly of white
converts. Wendy Cadge first provides a historical
overview of Theravada Buddhism and considers its
specific origins here in the United States. She then
brings her findings to bear on issues of personal
identity, immigration, cultural assimilation, and the
nature of religion in everyday life. Her work is the
first systematic comparison of the ways in which
immigrant and convert Buddhists understand,
practice, and adapt the Buddhist tradition in America.
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The men and women whom Cadge meets and
observes speak directly to us in this work, both in
their personal testimonials and as they meditate,
pray, and practice Buddhism. Creative and insightful,
Heartwood will be of enormous value to sociologists
of religion and anyone wishing to understand the rise
of Buddhism in the Western world.
How did human minds become so different from
those of other animals? What accounts for our
capacity to understand the way the physical world
works, to think ourselves into the minds of others, to
gossip, read, tell stories about the past, and imagine
the future? These questions are not new: they have
been debated by philosophers, psychologists,
anthropologists, evolutionists, and neurobiologists
over the course of centuries. One explanation widely
accepted today is that humans have special
cognitive instincts. Unlike other living animal species,
we are born with complicated mechanisms for
reasoning about causation, reading the minds of
others, copying behaviors, and using language.
Cecilia Heyes agrees that adult humans have
impressive pieces of cognitive equipment. In her
framing, however, these cognitive gadgets are not
instincts programmed in the genes but are
constructed in the course of childhood through social
interaction. Cognitive gadgets are products of
cultural evolution, rather than genetic evolution. At
birth, the minds of human babies are only subtly
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different from the minds of newborn chimpanzees.
We are friendlier, our attention is drawn to different
things, and we have a capacity to learn and
remember that outstrips the abilities of newborn
chimpanzees. Yet when these subtle differences are
exposed to culture-soaked human environments,
they have enormous effects. They enable us to
upload distinctively human ways of thinking from the
social world around us. As Cognitive Gadgets makes
clear, from birth our malleable human minds can
learn through culture not only what to think but how
to think it.
The cognitive science of religion is a rapidly growing
field whose practitioners apply insights from
advances in cognitive science in order to provide a
better understanding of religious impulses, beliefs,
and behaviors. In this book Ilkka Pyysi?inen shows
how this methodology can profitably be used in the
comparative study of beliefs about superhuman
agents. He begins by developing a theoretical outline
of the basic, modular architecture of the human mind
and especially the human capacity to understand
agency. He then goes on to discuss examples of
supernatural agency in detail, arguing that the
human ability to attribute beliefs and desires to
others forms the basis of conceptions of
supernatural agents and of such social cognition in
which supernatural agents are postulated as
interested parties in social life. Beliefs about
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supernatural agency are natural, says Pyysi?inen, in
the sense that such concepts are used in an intuitive
and automatic fashion. Two dots and a straight line
below them automatically trigger the idea of a face,
for example. Given that the mind consists of a host
of such modular mechanisms, certain kinds of beliefs
will always have a selective advantage over others.
Abstract theological concepts are usually elaborate
versions of such simpler and more contagious folk
conceptions. Pyysi?inen uses ethnographical and
survey materials as well as doctrinal treatises to
show that there are certain recurrent patterns in
beliefs about supernatural agents both at the level of
folk-religion and of formal theology.
Moral Foundations is the last book of Alexander
Skutch's century-long life. It is, in many respects, the
capstone work of Dr. Skutch's long and fruitful life. It
is an ideal introduction to the pleasures of moral
philosophy and offers clear and stimulating answers
to many of the perennial questions that all of us face
in our own lives.
In order to describe the logic of morality,
"contractualist" philosophers have studied how
individuals behave when they choose to follow their
moral intuitions. These individuals, contractualists
note, often act as if they have bargained and thus
reached an agreement with others about how to
distribute the benefits and burdens of mutual
cooperation. Using this observation, such
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philosophers argue that the purpose of morality is to
maximize the benefits of human interaction. The
resulting "contract" analogy is both insightful and
puzzling. On one hand, it captures the pattern of
moral intuitions, thus answering questions about
human cooperation: why do humans cooperate?
Why should the distribution of benefits be
proportionate to each person's contribution? Why
should the punishment be proportionate to the
crime? Why should the rights be proportionate to the
duties? On the other hand, the analogy provides a
mere as-if explanation for human cooperation,
saying that cooperation is "as if" people have passed
a contract-but since they didn't, why should it be so?
To evolutionary thinkers, the puzzle of the missing
contract is immediately reminiscent of the puzzle of
the missing "designer" of life-forms, a puzzle that
Darwin's theory of natural selection essentially
resolved. Evolutionary and contractualist theory
originally intersected at the work of philosophers
John Rawls and David Gauthier, who argued that
moral judgments are based on a sense of fairness
that has been naturally selected. In this book,
Nicolas Baumard further explores the theory that
morality was originally an adaptation to the biological
market of cooperation, an arena in which individuals
competed to be selected for cooperative interactions.
In this environment, Baumard suggests, the best
strategy was to treat others with impartiality and to
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share the costs and benefits of cooperation in a fair
way, so that those who offered less than others were
left out of cooperation while those who offered more
were exploited by their partners. It is with this
evolutionary approach that Baumard ultimately
accounts for the specific structure of human morality.
A compelling and honest examination of shamanic
techniques as they are being practiced in Neopagan
Witchcraft in the 1990s. Fourteen contributors tell
how they have integrated techniques such as trance
journeys, soul retrieval, and altered states of
consciousness. Also, learn to incorporate caves for
ritual and inner journeys, how spirit contacts are
made, how guides are perceived and much more.
The Shape of Thought: How Mental Adaptations
Evolve presents a road map for an evolutionary
psychology of the twenty-first century. It brings
together theory from biology and cognitive science to
show how the brain can be composed of specialized
adaptations, and yet also an organ of plasticity.
Although mental adaptations have typically been
seen as monolithic, hard-wired components frozen in
the evolutionary past, The Shape of Thought
presents a new view of mental adaptations as
diverse and variable, with distinct functions and
evolutionary histories that shape how they develop,
what information they use, and what they do with
that information. The book describes how advances
in evolutionary developmental biology can be applied
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to the brain by focusing on the design of the
developmental systems that build it. Crucially,
developmental systems can be plastic, designed by
the process of natural selection to build adaptive
phenotypes using the rich information available in
our social and physical environments. This approach
bridges the long-standing divide between "nativist"
approaches to development, based on innateness,
and "empiricist" approaches, based on learning. It
shows how a view of humans as a flexible, culturallydependent species is compatible with a complexly
specialized brain, and how the nature of our flexibility
can be better understood by confronting the evolved
design of the organ on which that flexibility depends.
"This work is a tour-de-force in cross-cultural
scholarship, both sound and bold, constructing a
new and refreshing theory on the rise to prominence
of rebirth eschatology in India. Obeyesekere argues
convincingly that 'ethicization' of rebirth through the
theory of karma was the new ingredient that
transformed a commonplace belief into a central
philosophical and eschatological principle in most of
Indian theologies. This is a book that will engage and
challenge anthropologists, classicists, and
Indologists alike, as well as non-specialists
interested in culture and religion."—Patrick Olivelle,
University of Texas at Austin "This is a book in the
grand tradition of comparative studies, pulling
together anthropology, psychology, psychoanalysis,
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classics, Indology, and history of religions, but in a
distinctly contemporary mode. Few scholars would
attempt such a project today, let alone pull it off so
intriguingly as Obeyesekere does. A brilliant and
intellectually courageous book."—Paul B. Courtright,
Emory University, author of Ganesha, Lord of
Obstacles, Lord of Beginnings
Data collection in the field, whether by interviewing
or other methods, can be carried out in a structured,
systematic and scientific way. This volume compels
field researchers to take very seriously not only what
they hear, but what they ask. Ethnographers have
often discovered too late that the value of their
interview information is discounted as a
consequence of poor sampling (of both questions
and informants) and poor elicitation techniques. The
authors focus on the importance of establishing the
right questions to ask through the use of free listing
techniques; then they describe in practical terms the
administration of an impressive array of alternative
kinds of informant task. They conclude with a
discussion of reliability and validity of various
methods which can be used to generate more
systematic, culturally meaningful data.
Close Relationships: Functions, Forms and
Processes provides an overview of current theory
and research in the area of close relationships,
written by internationally renowned scholars whose
work is at the cutting edge of research in the field.
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The volume consists of three sections: introductory
issues, types of relationships, and relationship
processes. In the first section, there is an exploration
of the functions and benefits of close relationships,
the diversity of methodologies used to study them,
and the changing social context in which close
relationships are embedded. A second section
examines the various types of close relationships,
including family bonds and friendships. The third
section focuses on key relationship processes,
including attachment, intimacy, sexuality, and
conflict. This book is designed to be an essential
resource for senior undergraduate and postgraduate
students, researchers, and practitioners, and will be
suitable as a resource in advanced courses dealing
with the social psychology of close relationships.
A weekly record of scientific progress.
Made to be Seen brings together leading scholars of
visual anthropology to examine the historical
development of this multifaceted and growing field.
Expanding the definition of visual anthropology
beyond more limited notions, the contributors to
Made to be Seen reflect on the role of the visual in
all areas of life. Different essays critically examine a
range of topics: art, dress and body adornment,
photography, the built environment, digital forms of
visual anthropology, indigenous media, the body as
a cultural phenomenon, the relationship between
experimental and ethnographic film, and more. The
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first attempt to present a comprehensive overview of
the many aspects of an anthropological approach to
the study of visual and pictorial culture, Made to be
Seen will be the standard reference on the subject
for years to come. Students and scholars in
anthropology, sociology, visual studies, and cultural
studies will greatly benefit from this pioneering look
at the way the visual is inextricably threaded through
most, if not all, areas of human activity.
This book introduces MDS as a psychological model
and as a data analysis technique for the applied
researcher. It also discusses, in detail, how to use
two MDS programs, Proxscal (a module of SPSS)
and Smacof (an R-package). The book is unique in
its orientation on the applied researcher, whose
primary interest is in using MDS as a tool to build
substantive theories. This is done by emphasizing
practical issues (such as evaluating model fit), by
presenting ways to enforce theoretical expectations
on the MDS solution, and by discussing typical
mistakes that MDS users tend to make. The primary
audience of this book are psychologists, social
scientists, and market researchers. No particular
background knowledge is required, beyond a basic
knowledge of statistics.
Thirty-two years after the publication of the
legendary 'Rasch book' (Rasch, 1960), the rich
literature on the Rasch model and its extensions was
scattered in journals and many less accessible
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sources, including 'grey' literature. When asked by
students or junior researchers for references to the
Rasch model, it was a typical reaction on the part of
the editors to state that it was difficult to name one,
or just a few; actually, only a whole list of references
differing in notation and level of formal abstraction
seemed to meet the request in most cases.
Therefore, in 1992 the editors decided to invite a
number of outstanding authors in the field of Rasch
modeling to contribute to a book presenting the
current state of knowledge about Rasch models. The
aim was not just to collect a number of papers on the
subject, rather to produce a well-organized
monograph. To this end, a workshop was held in
Vienna from 25 to 27 February 1993 in which, after a
process of mutual reviewing, drafts of all chapters
were read and discussed by all authors, leading to a
more systematic organization of the topics treated in
unified notation and terminology. (The workshop was
sponsored by the University of Vienna; here, the
editors would like to express their thanks, in the
name of all contributors, both for the financial
support and for the hospitality granted.
In the late 20th and 21st centuries, the meteoric rise
of countless social media platforms and mobile
applications have illuminated the profound need
friendship and connection have in all of our lives;
and yet, very few scholarly volumes have focused on
this unique and important bond during this new era
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of relating to one another. Exploring such topics as
friendship and social media, friendship with current
and past romantic partners, co-workers, mentors,
and even pets, editors Mahzad Hojjat and Anne
Moyer lead an expert group of global contributors as
they each explore how friendship factors within our
lives today. What does it mean to be a friend? What
roles do friendships play in our own development?
How do we befriend those across the race, ethnicity,
gender, and orientation spectrums? What happens
when a friendship turns sour? What is the effect of
friendship - good and bad - on our mental health?
Providing a much needed update to the field of
interpersonal relations, The Psychology of
Friendship serves as a field guide for readers as
they shed traditional definitions of friendship in favor
of contemporary contexts and connections.
This volume addresses recent and ongoing
ethnobotanical studies in the Balkans. The book
focuses on elaborating the relevance of such studies
for future initiatives in this region, both in terms of
sustainable and peaceful (trans-regional, transcultural) rural development. A multi-disciplinary
viewpoint is utilized, with an incorporation of
historical, ethnographic, linguistic, biological,
nutritional and medical perspectives. The book is
also authored by recognized scholars, who in the
last decade have extensively researched the Balkan
traditional knowledge systems as they pertain to
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perceptions of the natural world and especially
plants. Ethnobotany and Biocultural Diversities in the
Balkans is the first ethnobotany book on one of the
most biologically and culturally diverse regions of the
world and is a valuable resource for both scholars
and students interested in the field of ethnobotany.
With the rapid growth of knowledge concerning
ethnic and national group differences in human
behaviors in the last two decades, researchers are
increasingly curious as to why, how, and when such
differences surface. The field is ready to leapfrog
from a descriptive science of group differences to a
science of cultural processes. The goal of this book
is to lay the theoretical foundation for this exciting
development by proposing an original process model
of culture. This new perspective discusses and
extends contemporary social psychological theories
of social cognition and social motivation to explain
why culture matters in human psychology. We view
culture as a loose network of imperfectly shared
knowledge representations for coordinating social
transactions. As such, culture serves different
adaptive functions important for individuals' goal
pursuits. Furthermore, with the increasingly
globalized and hyper-connected multicultural space,
much can be revealed about how different cultural
traditions come into contact.
A Fine Madness gives an insider's perspective on
the nature of war and the effect on African identities,
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filling a longstanding gap in the literature of Africa.
Gomo combines powerful prose and poetry to reflect
on Zimbabwe's struggle for independence. This first
novel portrays a warrior who fights in places where
the battlefronts keep changing but the enemy
remains the same - and foreign influences continue
to dictate the direction of his and Africa's future.
Where Joseph Conrad saw darkness and death in
his Heart of Darkness (set in the Congo of 1902),
Gomo's narrative recounts a soldier's recent
experiences of war in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) and documents the suffering of the
victims of a bigger continual imperial war over
Africa's resources - but this time the victims are
recognizable as still human, loving and lovable.
Gomo's work is already being compared to African
classics such as Franz Fanon's The Wretched of the
Earth, Aime Cesaire's Discourse on Colonialism and
Okot p'Bitek's Song of Lawino, Song of Ocol. "To
read A Fine Madness is to plunge into a nightmare of
the recent war in the DRC which pitted Angola,
Namibia and Zimbabwe against Uganda and
Rwanda. The narrative is the voice of an airman who
participated in the war not only armed with bombs,
guns and bullets but also with an encyclopedic
imagination steeped in world history and inspired by
a Pan Africanist vision. A must read across the
globe."---Dr Rino Zhuwarara, Leading Literary Critic.
Zimbabwe "This is a masterful work...I found it
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powerful, as powerful as the fiction of the early
Dambudzo Marechera."---Simon Gikandi, Princeton
University, USA. "I had the privilege of being the first
white person and first westerner to read Gomo's
manuscript. Unable to put it down, I was enchanted,
challenged and immediately committed to help find a
publisher for this extraordinary work. Serendipity led
me to Nana Ayebia Clarke. It is immensely
rewarding to have played a small part in introducing
this original African philosopher and poet to readers
worldwide." Fran Feamley, Managing Director,
ZimArt, Canada.
The study of European wild food plants and herbal
medicines is an old discipline that has been
invigorated by a new generation of researchers
pursuing ethnobotanical studies in fresh contexts.
Modern botanical and medical science itself was
built on studies of Medieval Europeans’ use of food
plants and medicinal herbs. In spite of monumental
changes introduced in the Age of Discovery and
Mercantile Capitalism, some communities, often of
immigrants in foreign lands, continue to hold on to
old recipes and traditions, while others have adopted
and enculturated exotic plants and remedies into
their diets and pharmacopoeia in new and creative
ways. Now in the 21st century, in the age of the
European Union and Globalization, European folk
botany is once again dynamically responding to
changing cultural, economic, and political contexts.
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The authors and studies presented in this book
reflect work being conducted across Europe’s many
regions. They tell the story of the on-going evolution
of human-plant relations in one of the most
bioculturally dynamic places on the planet, and
explore new approaches that link the re-evaluation of
plant-based cultural heritage with the conservation
and use of biocultural diversity.
Unequal under Socialism examines the formation of
racial, gender, and national identities and relations in
the socialist state. With a specific focus on Bulgaria,
a former socialist country in the Balkans, Miglena S.
Todorova traces the intertwined local and global
forces driving racialization, socialist state policies,
and Eurocentric Marxist and Leninist ideologies, all
of which led to valued and devalued categories of
women. Roma women, Muslim women, ethnic
Bulgarian women, sex workers, and female factory
and office workers were among those marked by
socialist authorities for prosperity, accommodation,
violent reformation, or erasure. Covering the period
from the 1930s to the present and drawing upon
original archival sources as well as a constellation of
critical theories, Unequal under Socialism focuses on
the lives of different women to articulate deep doubt
about the capacity of socialism to sustain societies
where all women prosper. Such doubt, the book
suggests, is an under-recognized but important force
shaping how women in former socialist countries
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have related to one another and to other women in
the global North and South.
Understanding Personal Relationships introduces
readers to the new interdisciplinary field of personal
relationships. It does so by integrating central
themes from the fields of social psychology,
sociology, clinical psychology and family studies. In
a comprehensive, bibliographic essay, the editors
give an overview of the growth of the field and
predict future areas of research and clinical practice.
Early chapters deal with some of the theoretical
issues in the study of personal relationships, while
other contributors discuss the motivational issues in
relationships. Five chapters examine specific types
of relationships: those which are established (like
marriage); those which are in a state of transition;
those which are under stress; and those which have
broken. Through its breadth of coverage and the
presentation of writers from several different
disciplines, this volume conveys the spirit of
pioneering and practical optimism that characterizes
the new interdisciplinary approach to understanding
personal relationships.
"This book narrows down the scope of data mining
by adopting a heavily modeling-oriented
perspective"-This interdisciplinary collection presents novel
theories, includes provocative re-workings of
longstanding arguments, and offers a healthy crossPage 17/26
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pollination of ideas to the morality literature.
Structures, functions, and content of morality are
reconsidered as cultural, religious, and political
components are added to the standard
biological/environmental mix. Innovative concepts
such as the Periodic Table of Ethics and evidence
for morality in non-human species illuminate areas
for further discussion and research. And some of the
book’s contributors question premises we hold dear,
such as morality as a product of reason, the
existence of moral truths, and the motto “life is
good.” Highlights of the coverage: The tripartite
theory of Machiavellian morality: judgment,
influence, and conscience as distinct moral
adaptations. Prosocial morality from a biological,
cultural, and developmental perspective. The
containment problem and the evolutionary
debunking of morality. A comparative perspective on
the evolution of moral behavior. A moral guide to
depravity: religiously-motivated violence and sexual
selection. Game theory and the strategic logic of
moral intuitions. The Evolution of Morality makes a
stimulating supplementary text for advanced
undergraduate and graduate courses in the
evolutionary sciences, particularly in psychology,
biology, anthropology, sociology, political science,
religious studies, and philosophy
This substantially revised second edition of The
Routledge Handbook of Research Methods in the
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Study of Religion remains the only comprehensive
survey in English of methods and methodology in the
discipline. Designed for non-specialists and upper
undergraduate-/graduate-level students, it discusses
the range of methods currently available to stimulate
interest in unfamiliar methods and enable students
and scholars to evaluate methodological issues in
research. The Handbook comprises 39 chapters –
21 of which are new, and the rest revised for this
edition. A total of 56 contributors from 10 countries
cover a broad range of topics divided into three clear
parts: • Methodology • Methods • Techniques The
first section addresses general methodological
issues: including comparison, research design,
research ethics, intersectionality, and
theorizing/analysis. The second addresses specific
methods: including advanced computational
methods, autoethnography, computational text
analysis, digital ethnography, discourse analysis,
experiments, field research, grounded theory,
interviewing, reading images, surveys, and
videography. The final section addresses specific
techniques: including coding, focus groups, photo
elicitation, and survey experiments. Each chapter
covers practical issues and challenges, theoretical
bases, and their use in the study of religion/s,
illustrated by case studies. The Routledge Handbook
of Research Methods in the Study of Religion is
essential reading for students and researchers in the
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study of religion/s, as well as for those in related
disciplines.
A Frenchman rents a Hollywood movie. A Thai
schoolgirl mimics Madonna. Saddam Hussein
chooses Frank Sinatra's "My Way" as the theme
song for his fifty-fourth birthday. It is a commonplace
that globalization is subverting local culture. But is it
helping as much as it hurts? In this strikingly original
treatment of a fiercely debated issue, Tyler Cowen
makes a bold new case for a more sympathetic
understanding of cross-cultural trade. Creative
Destruction brings not stale suppositions but an
economist's eye to bear on an age-old question: Are
market exchange and aesthetic quality friends or
foes? On the whole, argues Cowen in clear and
vigorous prose, they are friends. Cultural
"destruction" breeds not artistic demise but diversity.
Through an array of colorful examples from the
areas where globalization's critics have been most
vocal, Cowen asks what happens when cultures
collide through trade, whether technology destroys
native arts, why (and whether) Hollywood movies
rule the world, whether "globalized" culture is
dumbing down societies everywhere, and if national
cultures matter at all. Scrutinizing such
manifestations of "indigenous" culture as the steel
band ensembles of Trinidad, Indian handweaving,
and music from Zaire, Cowen finds that they are
more vibrant than ever--thanks largely to crossPage 20/26
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cultural trade. For all the pressures that market
forces exert on individual cultures, diversity typically
increases within society, even when cultures
become more like each other. Trade enhances the
range of individual choice, yielding forms of
expression within cultures that flower as never
before. While some see cultural decline as a halfempty glass, Cowen sees it as a glass half-full with
the stirrings of cultural brilliance. Not all readers will
agree, but all will want a say in the debate this
exceptional book will stir.
Religious and ethno-religious issues are inherent in
many multiethnic and multi-religious societies.
Singapore society is no exception. It has long been
multiethnic, multicultural and multi-religious, being at
the crossroads of many major and minor
civilizations, cultures and traditions, and its religious
diversity continues to develop in the current contexts
of growing religiosity, religious change and conflict
often in the name of religion. Despite this
background, there is lack of in-depth...
Traditionally, Buddhist philosophy has seemingly
rejected the autonomous self. In Western
philosophy, free will and the philosophy of action are
established areas of research. This book presents a
comprehensive analytical review of extant
scholarship on perspectives on free will. It studies
and refutes the most powerful Western and Buddhist
philosophical objections to free will and explores the
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possibility that a form of agency may in fact exist
within Buddhism. Providing a detailed explanation of
how Buddhist meditation increases self-regulative
mind-control abilities, the author argues that the
Buddhist path is designed to produce meditation
virtuosos exhibiting mind-control abilities far
exceeding the free-will advocate’s ability to ‘do
otherwise’ or have their choices be ‘up to’ them.
Based on the empirically-supported mind-control
cultivated by these meditation virtuosos, the book
proposes the principle of, ‘Buddhist Soft
Compatibilism’, a theory of ‘freedom of the mind’
that entails freedoms of the will, attention, emotion
and action, compatible with both determinism and
indeterminism. Buddhism, Meditation and Free Will
will be of interest to Buddhist and Western
philosophers and academics interested in
comparative philosophy, free will, philosophy of
action, metaphysics, ethics and Religious Studies.
A comprehensive review of the uses and
interpretation of anthropometric references
undertaken by WHO in the early 1990s concluded
that new growth curves were needed to replace the
existing international reference. To develop new
standards, a multi-country study was carried out to
collect primary growth data and related information
from 8440 healthy breastfed infants and young
children from diverse ethnic backgrounds and
cultural settings (Brazil, Ghana, India, Norway,
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Oman, and the USA). The first set of growth
standards (length/height-for-age, weight-for-age,
weight-for-length, weight-for-height and body mass
index-for-age) was published in April 2006. This
report presents the second set of growth standards
(head circumference-for-age, arm circumference-forage, triceps skinfold-for-age, and subscapular
skinfold-for-age). The standards depict normal early
childhood growth under optimal environmental
conditions and can be used to assess children
everywhere, regardless of ethnicity socioeconomic
status and type of feeding. This report will be useful
to pediatricians and other healthcare providers,
nutritionists, policy makers, researchers, national
institutes of health, schools of medicine, and
professional associations. Companion volume: WHO
Child Growth Standards: Length/Height-for-age
Weight-for-age Weight-for-length Weight-for-height
and Body Mass Index-for age. Methods and
Development
This multidisciplinary study explores how people
make sense of each other's actions.
First Published in 2010. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
The Routledge Handbook of Research Methods in
the Study of ReligionRoutledge
In this concise book, Johnson demonstrates that
ethnographic informants can be selected in a systematic
fashion, maximizing the amount of accurate information given
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to the ethnographer and the variety of viewpoints the
researcher has access to. Using recent work on cultural
consensus and network analysis, Johnson offers simple
techniques for determining the number and categories of
informants needed in a given setting and how to pinpoint key
people to approach for information. Replete with examples
from a variety of settings, this volume is a valuable
methodological aid to all engaged in fieldwork.
Presenting cross-cultural research on a wide range of
organizational topics, this book ranges from the individual to
the macro level. Among the issues examined are:
organizational trust in international settings, HRM issues in
international joint ventures, developing strategic advantage
across borders, and social partnerships for sustainable
growth.
Evolutionary Research in Archaeology seeks to provide a
comprehensive overview of contemporary evolutionary
research in archaeology. The book will provide a single
source for introduction and overview of basic and advanced
evolutionary concepts and research programs in archaeology.
Content will be organized around four areas of critical
research including microevolutionary and macroevolutionary
process, human ecology studies (evolutionary ecology,
demography, and niche construction), and evolutionary
cognitive archaeology. Authors of individual chapters will
address theoretical foundations, history of research,
contemporary contributions and debates, and implications for
the future for their respective topics. As appropriate, authors
present or discuss short empirical case studies to illustrate
key arguments. ?
This book develops the dual themes that languages can differ
widely in their vocabularies, and are also sensitive indices to
the cultures to which they belong. Wierzbicka seeks to
demonstrate that every language has "key concepts,"
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expressed in "key words," which reflect the core values of a
given culture. She shows that cultures can be revealingly
studied, compared, and explained to outsiders through their
key concepts, and that the analytical framework necessary for
this purpose is provided by the "natural semantic
metalanguage," based on lexical universals, that the author
and colleagues have developed on the basis of wide-ranging
cross-linguistic investigations. Appealing to anthropologists,
psychologists, and philosophers as well as linguists, this book
demonstrates that cultural patterns can be studied in a
verifiable, rigorous, and non-speculative way, on the basis of
empirical evidence and in a coherent theoretical framework.
"This new companion traces the development of cognitive
anthropology from its beginnings in the late 1950s to the
present, and evaluates future directions of research in the
field. In twenty-nine articles from leading anthropologists,
there is an overview of cognitive and cultural structures,
insights into how cognition works in everyday life and
interacts with culture, and examples of contemporary
research. The companion is essential for anyone interested in
the questions of how culture shapes cognitive processes"-Questions about the origins of human cooperation have long
puzzled and divided scientists. Social norms that foster fairminded behavior, altruism and collective action undergird the
foundations of large-scale human societies, but we know little
about how these norms develop or spread, or why the
intensity and breadth of human cooperation varies among
different populations. What is the connection between social
norms that encourage fair dealing and economic growth?
How are these social norms related to the emergence of
centralized institutions? Informed by a pioneering set of crosscultural data, Experimenting with Social Norms advances our
understanding of the evolution of human cooperation and the
expansion of complex societies. Editors Jean Ensminger and
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Joseph Henrich present evidence from an exciting
collaboration between anthropologists and economists. Using
experimental economics games, researchers examined levels
of fairness, cooperation, and norms for punishing those who
violate expectations of equality across a diverse swath of
societies, from hunter-gatherers in Tanzania to a small town
in rural Missouri. These experiments tested individuals’
willingness to conduct mutually beneficial transactions with
strangers that reap rewards only at the expense of taking a
risk on the cooperation of others. The results show a robust
relationship between exposure to market economies and
social norms that benefit the group over narrow economic selfinterest. Levels of fairness and generosity are generally
higher among individuals in communities with more integrated
markets. Religion also plays a powerful role. Individuals
practicing either Islam or Christianity exhibited a stronger
sense of fairness, possibly because religions with high
moralizing deities, equipped with ample powers to reward and
punish, encourage greater prosociality. The size of the
settlement also had an impact. People in larger communities
were more willing to punish unfairness compared to those in
smaller societies. Taken together, the volume supports the
hypothesis that social norms evolved over thousands of years
to allow strangers in more complex and large settlements to
coexist, trade and prosper. Innovative and ambitious,
Experimenting with Social Norms synthesizes an
unprecedented analysis of social behavior from an immense
range of human societies. The fifteen case studies analyzed
in this volume, which include field experiments in Africa,
South America, New Guinea, Siberia and the United States,
are available for free download on the Foundation’s
website:www.russellsage.org.
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