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This innovative book provides students and researchers alike
with an indispensible introduction to the key theoretical issues
and practical methods needed for data collection. It uses
clear definitions, relevant interdisciplinary examples from
around the world and up-to-date suggestions for further
reading to demonstrate how to usefully gather and use
qualitative, quantitative, and mixed data sets. The book is
divided into seven critical parts: • Data Collection: An
Introduction to Research Practices • Collecting Qualitative
Data • Observation and Informed Methods • Experimental
and Systematic Data Collection • Survey Methods for Data
Collection • The Case Study Method of Data Collection •
Concluding Suggestions for Data Collection Groups A
stimulating, practical guide which can be read as individual
concepts or as a whole this will be an important resource for
students and research professionals. Wendy Olsen is Senior
Lecturer at Manchester University, Institute for Development
Policy & Management and Cathie Marsh Centre for Census &
Survey Research
Doing Ethnography is an essential text for courses in
ethnography, research methods (qualitative emphasis),
applied sociology, and related subjects across Canada. This
unique volume first considers the merits of qualitative
research, profiles interviewing strategies, and discusses the
relationships to respondents and how to write about social
life. The second portion of Doing Ethnography contains three
sections: constructing perspectives, constructing identities, as
well as doing and relating. Case studies and original research
are featured throughout. The editors, Dorothy Pawluch,
William Shaffir, and Charlene Miall, emphasize the
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importance of studying social interaction. "In truth, any
question about society, big or small, is ultimately about
people interacting with each other. Whether the issue is
changing gender relationships, corporate deeds and
misdeeds, class structures, or the school performance of
children from cultural minorities, it all comes down to one
thing: people doing things together."
This unique book explains the central role that research
paradigms play in the design and conduct of social research.
The authors argue that social research should not just
describe or confirm a social problem but should seek to find
an explanation for it – and to do so requires research with
'eyes philosophically wide open'. Important philosophical and
practice elements of three widely recognized paradigms –
Neo-Positive, Interpretive and Critical Realist – are carefully
elaborated and their use in action illustrated with detailed
examples. The authors show that the philosophical
assumptions of a chosen paradigm must match those
embedded in a characterization of a research problem and its
context. This paradigm orientation is shown to be
fundamental to appropriately framing a problem, formulating
research questions, deciding on a logic of inquiry and
selecting and using methods to investigate it. Ultimately, an
appropriate paradigm orientation to social research provides
a dispassionate, rigorous and effective basis for the
production of new social scientific knowledge. Following on
from Blaikie's Approaches to Social Enquiry and Designing
Social Research, this innovative book will be invaluable to
upper-level and research students, their lecturers and
supervisors, and researchers across the social sciences.
Research that has been presented primarily by quantitative
research can benefit from the voice of the participants and
the added value of the different perspective that qualitative
research can provide. The purpose of mixed methods
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research is to draw from the positive aspects of both research
paradigms to better answer the research question. This type
of research is often used in schools, businesses, and nonprofit organizations as they strive to address and resolve
questions that will impact their organizations. Applied Social
Science Approaches to Mixed Methods Research is an
academic research publication that examines more traditional
and common research methods and how they can be
complimented through qualitative counterparts. The content
within this publication covers an array of topics such as
entrepreneurship, social media, and marginalization. It is
essential for researchers, academicians, non-profit
professionals, business professionals, and higher education
faculty, and specifically targets master or doctoral students
committed to writing their theses, dissertations, or scholarly
articles, who may not have had the benefit of working on a
traditional research team.
Why use qualitative methods? What kinds of questions can
qualitative methods help you answer? How do you actually do
rigorous and reflective qualitative research in the real world?
Written by a team of leading researchers associated with
NatCen Social Research (the National Centre for Social
Research) this textbook leads students and researchers
through the entire process of qualitative research from
beginning to end - moving through design, sampling, data
collection, analysis and reporting. In this fully revised second
edition you will find: A practical account of how to carry out
qualitative research which recognises a range of current
approaches and applications A brand new chapter on ethics
A brand new chapter on observational research Updated
advice on using software when analysing your qualitative
data New case studies which illustrate issues you may
encounter and how problems have been tackled by other
researchers. This book is an ideal guide for students,
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practitioners and researchers faced with the challenges of
doing qualitative research in both applied and academic
settings in messy real-life contexts.
Statistical analysis is common in the social sciences, and
among the more popular programs is R. This book provides a
foundation for undergraduate and graduate students in the
social sciences on how to use R to manage, visualize, and
analyze data. The focus is on how to address substantive
questions with data analysis and replicate published findings.
Using R for Data Analysis in Social Sciences adopts a
minimalist approach and covers only the most important
functions and skills in R to conduct reproducible research. It
emphasizes the practical needs of students using R by
showing how to import, inspect, and manage data,
understand the logic of statistical inference, visualize data
and findings via histograms, boxplots, scatterplots, and
diagnostic plots, and analyze data using one-sample t-test,
difference-of-means test, covariance, correlation, ordinary
least squares (OLS) regression, and model assumption
diagnostics. It also demonstrates how to replicate the findings
in published journal articles and diagnose model assumption
violations. Because the book integrates R programming, the
logic and steps of statistical inference, and the process of
empirical social scientific research in a highly accessible and
structured fashion, it is appropriate for any introductory
course on R, data analysis, and empirical social-scientific
research.
An introduction for undergraduates to every stage of
sociological research, showing how to deal effectively with
typical problems they might encounter. The book is fully
updated to include examples from the LA riots and the 1992
presidential elections.
Seven Rules for Social Research teaches social scientists
how to get the most out of their technical skills and tools,
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providing a resource that fully describes the strategies and
concepts no researcher or student of human behavior can do
without. Glenn Firebaugh provides indispensable practical
guidance for anyone doing research in the social and health
sciences today, whether they are undergraduate or graduate
students embarking on their first major research projects or
seasoned professionals seeking to incorporate new methods
into their research. The rules are the basis for discussions of
a broad range of issues, from choosing a research question
to inferring causal relationships, and are illustrated with
applications and case studies from sociology, economics,
political science, and related fields. Though geared toward
quantitative methods, the rules also work for qualitative
research. Seven Rules for Social Research is ideal for
students and researchers who want to take their technical
skills to new levels of precision and insight, and for instructors
who want a textbook for a second methods course. The
Seven Rules There should be the possibility of surprise in
social research Look for differences that make a difference,
and report them. Build reality checks into your research.
Replicate where possible. Compare like with like. Use panel
data to study individual change and repeated cross-section
data to study social change. Let method be the servant, not
the master.

This classic guide continues to be the leading Research
Methods text that specifically deals with Educational
Leadership and Management. The collection boasts an
array of high-profile international expert contributors,
covering a wide range of specialisms, emphasising the
importance of the critically engaged practitioner.
Accessible and user-friendly, this edition has been fully
revised and updated to take full account of online
research. It features new authors, more case studies and
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examples, and brand new chapters on: - research
Design - grounded research - ethnography - discourse
analysis - narrative / Life history - student voice Whether
you are postgraduate, an academic, or a practitioner
researcher, if you are investigating Research Methods,
Leadership & Management or Educational Research,
this is the book you will need.
This original textbook provides a comprehensive and
integrated approach to using quantitative methods in the
social sciences. Thomas R Black guides the student and
researcher through the minefield of potential problems
that may be confronted, and it is this emphasis on the
practical that distinguishes his book from others which
focus exclusively on either research design and
measurement or statistical methods. Focusing on the
design and execution of research, key topics such as
planning, sampling, the design of measuring instruments,
choice of statistical text and interpretation of results are
examined within the context of the research process. In a
lively and accessible style, the student is introduced to
researc design issues alongside statistical procedures
and encouraged to develop analytical and decisionmaking skills.
Lecturers, click here to request an e-inspection copy of
this text Written in a lively, accessible style, Doing
Qualitative Research, 3rd Edition provides a step-by-step
guide to all the questions students ask when beginning
their first research project. Silverman demonstrates how
to learn the craft of qualitative research by applying
knowledge about different methods to actual data. He
provides practical advice on key issues such as: defining
Page 6/21

Read Online Approaches To Social Research R A
Singleton Jr And B C Straits Book
'originality' and narrowing down a topic; keeping a
research diary and writing a research report;and
presenting research to different audiences. Doing
Qualitative Research, 3rd Edition, is substantially
updated and revised. Among its new, attractive features
are: - problem-based format, making extensive use of
statements and queries by recent research students two new chapters on data-gathering and ethical issues in
student research - material relevant for both Masters and
PhD students - examples from many social science
disciplines and from Asia, Africa, the United States and
Europe - detailed discussion of different analytical
models used in research - additional material on the
treatment of visual data - an updated chapter on
computer-aided qualitative data analysis - boxed tips and
links to websites throughout the text - an expanded index
and glossary - a companion website which includes
further readings and exercises Each stage in the
research process is grounded in worked examples based
on the experiences of real students, with exercises
designed both to test readers' knowledge and to
encourage the development of practical skills. This
hugely popular textbook is essential reading for anyone
planning their own research project. David Silverman is
Professor Emeritus, Sociology Department, Goldsmiths
College and Visiting Professor, Management
Department, Kings College, University of London.
'Introduction to Social Research' presents the essential
elements of both qualitative and quantitative approaches
for conducting empirical research in the social sciences.
Social science researchers in the global South, and in
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South Africa particularly, utilise research methods in
innovative ways in order to respond to contexts
characterised by diversity, racial and political tensions,
socioeconomic disparities and gender inequalities.
These methods often remain undocumented – a gap that
this book starts to address. Written by experts from
various methodological fields, Transforming Research
Methods in the Social Sciences is a comprehensive
collation of original essays and cutting-edge research
that demonstrates the variety of novel techniques and
research methods available to researchers responding to
these context-bound issues. It is particularly relevant for
study and research in the fields of applied psychology,
sociology, ethnography, biography and anthropology. In
addition to their unique combination of conceptual and
application issues, the chapters also include discussions
on ethical considerations relevant to the method in
similar global South contexts. Transforming Research
Methods in the Social Sciences has much to offer to
researchers, professionals and others involved in social
science research both locally and internationally.
This thorough revision of Babbie's standard-setting book
offers students a succinct, straightforward introduction to
the field of research methods as practiced by social
scientists. Contemporary examples such as terrorism,
Alzheimer's disease, anti-gay prejudice and education,
and the legalization of marijuana make this Fifth Edition
thoroughly fascinating as it introduces students to the
how-tos and whys of social research methods. The
book's qualitative coverage combined with its already
strong quantitative material makes this new edition
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Babbie's best yet. Babbie, long respected in the field and
renowned for his engaging and friendly writing style,
gives students the tools they need for understanding
social research methods and for applying these concepts
both inside and outside the classroom as researchers
and as consumers of research. With increased emphasis
on qualitative research and practical applications, this
Fifth Edition is authoritative yet student-friendly . . . and
engaging enough to help students connect the dots
between the world of social research and the real world.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.
This handy book is a one-stop introduction to research
and evaluation for social workers. Including unique
project examples, exercises, discussion points and
extensive signposting to further reading, and drawing on
the author's many years of teaching experience, it is
essential reading for students who may be unfamiliar
with research methods.
120 essays give definitions, use, and references for
educational research terms.

Emergent Methods in Social Research introduces
state-of-the-art social research methods that address
the growing methods-theory gap within and across
the disciplines. In this text, editors Sharlene Nagy
Hesse-Biber and Patricia Leavy combine original, indepth introductions, previously published articles,
and original works to provide readers with a
comprehensive view of new and cutting-edge
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research methods and methodologies.
Thoroughly revised and updated to incorporate new
research, the second edition of this remarkably
popular work instills readers with the sense and skills
they need to become intelligent consumers of
research evidence, providing a lucid, accessible
introduction to the various methods employed in a
variety of fields, as well as an appreciation of social
research as part of the larger context of social
science. Offering over two dozen new research
examples and over 100 new references, userfriendly diagrams of essential concepts and
processes, and expanded coverage of current key
topics and recent developments, it strikes a balance
between specific techniques and the underlying logic
of social inquiry--the how-to and wherefore of
research. Opening chapters draw readers into the
subject by illustrating the practicality of the study of
research methods and the vital relationship between
theory and research. The ensuing sequence of
topics follows that of an ideal-typical research
project--beginning with research design,
measurement, and sampling, proceeding to data
collection, and then to data processing and analysis.
The authors focus on four major approaches to
research--experimentation, survey research, field
research, and the use of available data--and bring
the material to life with numerous examples drawn
from classic and current research. Advocating a
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multiple-methods strategy that treats these
approaches as complementary, rather than mutually
exclusive, the authors provide a full account of the
benefits and drawbacks of using each, and describe
the actual processes involved in research with each.
Revised and updated in its sixth edition, Approaches
to Social Research is a rigorous yet clear and
engaging introduction to research methods.
Covering all of the fundamentals in a straightforward,
student-friendly manner, it is ideal for
undergraduate- and graduate-level courses across
the social sciences and also serves as an
indispensable guide for researchers. Striking a
balance between specific techniques and the
underlying logic of scientific inquiry, this book
provides a lucid treatment of the four major
approaches to research: experimentation, survey
research, field research, and the use of available
data. Richly developed examples of empirical
research and an emphasis on the research process
enable students to better understand the real-world
application of research methods. The authors also
offer a unique chapter (13) advocating a multiplemethods strategy.
Revised and updated in its sixth edition, Social
Research: Approaches and Fundamentals is a
rigorous yet clear and engaging introduction to
research methods. Covering all of the fundamentals
in a straightforward, student-friendly manner, it is
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ideal for undergraduate- and graduate-level courses
across the social sciences and also serves as an
indispensable guide for researchers. Striking a
balance between specific techniques and the
underlying logic of scientific inquiry, this book
provides a lucid treatment of the four major
approaches to research: experimentation, survey
research, field research, and the use of available
data. Richly developed examples of empirical
research and an emphasis on the research process
enable students to better understand the real-world
application of research methods. The authors also
offer a unique chapter (13) advocating a multiplemethods strategy.New to this editionUpdated
references and research examples
throughoutUpdated data in tables and
figuresImproved clarity and flow of chaptersNew
sections and sub-sections on topics such as "Big
Data" and "Publishing a Research Paper"
Quantitative research in social science research is
changing rapidly. Researchers have vast and
complex arrays of data with which to work: we have
incredible tools to sift through the data and recognize
patterns in that data; there are now many
sophisticated models that we can use to make sense
of those patterns; and we have extremely powerful
computational systems that help us accomplish
these tasks quickly. This book focuses on some of
the extraordinary work being conducted in
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computational social science - in academia,
government, and the private sector - while
highlighting current trends, challenges, and new
directions. Thus, Computational Social Science
showcases the innovative methodological tools
being developed and applied by leading researchers
in this new field. The book shows how academics
and the private sector are using many of these tools
to solve problems in social science and public policy.
"The first encyclopedia to cover inclusively both
quantitative and qualitative research approaches,
this set provides clear explanations of 1,000
methodologies, avoiding mathematical equations
when possible with liberal cross-referencing and
bibliographies. Each volume includes a list of works
cited, and the third contains a comprehensive index
and lists of person names, organizations, books,
tests, software, major concepts, surveys, and
methodologies."--"Reference that rocks," American
Libraries, May 2005.
Rubin and Babbie's ESSENTIAL RESEARCH
METHODS FOR SOCIAL WORK provides students
with a concise introduction to research methods that
offers illustrations and applications specific to the
field, as well as a constant focus on the utility of
social work research in social work practice.
Outlines, introductions, boxed features, chapter
endings with main points, review questions and
exercises, and Internet exercises provide students
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with the information and practice they need to
succeed in the course. Part of the Cengage
Empowerment Series, the fourth edition is up to date
and thoroughly integrates the core competencies
and recommended practice behaviors outlined in the
current Educational Policy and Accreditation
Standards (EPAS) set by the Council on Social Work
Education (CSWE). Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
Are you a final year social science student who has
to do a dissertation or final year project? Do you
have no idea where to start? If so, Doing Your
Undergraduate Social Science Dissertation is the
book for you, covering the whole dissertation journey
from project planning to submission. Using a mixture
of useful information, exercises, practical strategies,
case study material and further reading, it helps you
through the process, giving hints and tips on
beginning and managing your research project and
working with your supervisors. Packed with proven
practical advice, it also identifies many other sources
of information and resources, making it your most
dependable starting point and guide on your
dissertation journey. Also included are links to
accompanying materials on the Routledge website.
The authors have extensive experience in teaching
at all levels in the social sciences, supervising social
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science undergraduates and dissertations.
The Process of Social Research successfully meets
two major challenges of teaching social science
methods: to make the material interesting and
accessible to students, and to provide them with the
tools necessary to understand, evaluate, and
conduct research. Authors Jeffrey C. Dixon, Royce
A. Singleton, Jr., and Bruce C. Straits employ a
conversational writing style that is engaging and
student-friendly. Using everyday examples to
introduce chapters and clarify complex concepts,
they provide current research examples on such
cutting-edge topics as immigration, family
composition, prosecutorial misconduct, organized
racism, homelessness, social inequality and
education, and alcohol consumption and grades.
Placing a unique emphasis on the research process,
the book helps students understand the logic and
mechanics of social research, giving them the tools
and the power to evaluate the research of others and
to conduct their own research. Beginning with the
introduction, every chapter contains flowcharts of
research processes. As each diagram is presented,
the authors relate the specific method to the overall
research process. Then, over the course of the
chapter or section, they flesh out each step. This
way, they convey information about the "nuts and
bolts" of research while ensuring that students do not
lose sight of the logic of inquiry. Comprehensive and
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up-to-date without attempting to be encyclopedic in
its coverage, The Process of Social Research
provides a balance between qualitative and
quantitative research, taking a more integrated
approach to describing the relationship between
theory and research.
Making Sense of Statistical Methods in Social
Research is a critical introduction to the use of
statistical methods in social research. It provides a
unique approach to statistics that concentrates on
helping social researchers think about the
conceptual basis for the statistical methods they're
using. Whereas other statistical methods books
instruct students in how to get through the statisticsbased elements of their chosen course with as little
mathematical knowledge as possible, this book aims
to improve students' statistical literacy, with the
ultimate goal of turning them into competent
researchers. Making Sense of Statistical Methods in
Social Research contains careful discussion of the
conceptual foundation of statistical methods,
specifying what questions they can, or cannot,
answer. The logic of each statistical method or
procedure is explained, drawing on the historical
development of the method, existing publications
that apply the method, and methodological
discussions. Statistical techniques and procedures
are presented not for the purpose of showing how to
produce statistics with certain software packages,
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but as a way of illuminating the underlying logic
behind the symbols. The limited statistical
knowledge that students gain from straight forward
'how-to' books makes it very hard for students to
move beyond introductory statistics courses to
postgraduate study and research. This book should
help to bridge this gap.
Clear, comprehensive, and trusted, Bryman's Social
Research Methods has guided over a quarter of a
million students through their research methods
course and student research project. The thoroughly
updated sixth edition offers unrivalled coverage of
quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods with
renewed focus and a fresh, modern feel.
In Approaches to Social Research: The Case of
Deaf Studies, Alys Young and Bogusia Temple
explore the relationship between key methodological
debates in social research and the special context of
studies concerning d/Deaf people(s). The book is
organized around 7 topics: being d/Deaf as a site of
contested identity and representation; epistemology
and the boundaries of claims for population specific
and plural epistemologies; ethics and the
implications of collective identity on standard ethical
principles and practices; populations and sampling
given the highly heterogeneous nature of d/Deaf
people(s); narrative methodologies re-examined in
light of the visual nature of signed languages;
interpretation, translation and transcription and the
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context of multiple modalities; and information and
communication technologies as transformative
epistemologies. Through these themes, new aspects
of old debates within social research become
evident, and the authors challenge specialist field of
studies by, with, and about d/Deaf people.
Throughout the volume, the authors also show how
the field provides challenges to established ways of
thinking and working. The book is of interest to
scholars within and outside of research concerning
d/Deaf people(s), as well as practitioners in the fields
of deaf education, social work and allied health
professions.
This book explains and demonstrates to students
when to use and how to apply the quantitative and
qualitative techniques that they?ll need to do their
own social research. Using actual examples from
psychology, sociology, anthropology, health and
education, the book provides readers with both a
conceptual understanding of each technique as well
as showing them how to use the technique.
The ideal that the goal of social research was the
production of objective knowledge, and that this
required a commitment to value neutrality, has been
challenged in recent times. Here, Martyn
Hammersley assesses the arguments.
A Handbook for Social Science Field Research:
Essays & Bibliographic Sources on Research Design
and Methods provides both novice and experienced
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scholars with valuable insights to a select list of
critical texts pertaining to a wide array of social
science methods useful when doing fieldwork.
Through essays on ethnography to case study,
archival research, oral history, surveys, secondary
data analysis, and ethics, this refreshing new
collection offers "tales from the field" by renowned
scholars across various disciplines.
Research Methods in Social Relations, 8th Edition,
features a series of updates and revisions in its
comprehensive introduction to current research
methods in the social and behavioural sciences.
Offers comprehensive coverage of a wide variety of
traditional and topical research methods Addresses
many newer research approaches such as
propensity score matching, mixed methods designs,
and confirmatory factor analysis Written to be
accessible to a range of social and behavioural
science disciplines, including public health, political
science, sociology, and psychology Includes new
chapters that engage readers in critical thinking
about the processes involved in building sustainable
partnerships in field and community settings The
Companion website includes an array of resources
for Instructors, including Test Banks, Power Point
lecture slides, discussion questions and exercises
This new edition is the much-anticipated follow-up to
2001’s seventh edition by Hoyle, Harris and Judd
This is an accessible introduction to the philosophy of social
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research which relates philosophical ideas to actual research
practice. The book makes effective use of illustrations from
the UK, US and Europe to examine specific problems and
broader issues. The book is intended for undergraduate and
postgraduate courses in social research methods within
sociology, social policy, politics, social psychology, human
geography; philosophy of social science and social theory
courses; and as a personal reference for professional
researchers.
`A detailed and valuable addition to the literature that will be a
very useful resource for lecturers, as well as having a wide
appeal among students' - Tim May, University of Salford
Have you ever wondered what a concise, comprehensive
book providing critical guidance to the whole expanse of
social science research methods and issues might look like?
The A-Z is a collection of 94 entries ranging from qualitative
research techniques to statistical testing and the practicalities
of using the Internet as a research tool. Alphabetically
arranged in accessible, reader-friendly formats, the shortest
entries are 800 words long and the longest are 3000. Most
entries are approximately 1500 words in length and are
supported by suggestions for further reading. The book: Answers the demand for a practical, fast and concise
introduction to the key concepts and methods in social
research - Supplies students with impeccable information that
can be used in essays, exams and research projects Demystifies a field that students often find daunting This is a
refreshing book on social research methods, which
understands the pressures that modern students face in their
work-load and seeks to supply an authoritative study guide to
the field. It should fulfil a long-standing need in undergraduate
research methods courses for an unpatronising, utterly
reliable aid to making sense of research methods.
Criminal Justice and Criminology Research Methods, Third
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Edition, is an accessible and engaging text that offers
balanced coverage of a full range of contemporary research
methods. Filled with gritty criminal justice and criminology
examples including policing, corrections, evaluation research,
forensics, feminist studies, juvenile justice, crime theory, and
criminal justice theory, this new edition demonstrates how
research is relevant to the field and what tools are needed to
actually conduct that research. Kraska, Brent, and Neuman
write in a pedagogically friendly style yet without sacrificing
rigor, offering balanced coverage of qualitative, quantitative,
and mixed methods. With its exploration of the thinking
behind science and its cutting-edge content, the text goes
beyond the nuts and bolts to teach students how to
competently critique as well as create research-based
knowledge. This book is suitable for undergraduate and early
graduate students in US and global Criminology, Criminal
Justice, and Justice Studies programs, as well as for senior
scholars concerned with incorporating the latest mixedmethods approaches into their research.
With coverage of the entire research process in social media,
data collection and analysis on specific platforms, and
innovative developments in the field, this handbook is the
ultimate resource for those looking to tackle the challenges
that come with doing research in this sphere.
The basic requirements for research designs and research
proposals are laid out at the beginning of the book, followed
by discussion of the major design elements, and the choices
that need to be made about them. Four sample research
designs at the end of the volume illustrate the application of
the research strategies.
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