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Arbitrary Guide To Popular
Culture
In counterpoint to conventional examinations of
images of journalism which tend to concentrate on
its informational role in the political process, this
book provides a lively analysis of journalism in its
other guise - as entertainment. In a series of
interrelated studies, the authors examine the
theoretical problems in assessing popular journalism
and consider common examples of its
manifestations - its relationship to media stars, the
coverage of sport, and the presentation of news in a
popular' form.
This book presents a series of highly readable, welldocumented essays describing French life styles,
attitudes, and entertainments as well as the writers
and performers currently favored by the French
public. Several chapters explore French tastes in
popular literature and other reading matter, including
comics, cartoons, mystery and spy fiction,
newspapers and magazines, and science fiction.
Film, popular music, radio, and television are also
discussed in detail, and influences from other
cultures--particularly American "imports"--are
assessed. The remaining essays examine French
sports, leisure, eating and drinking, and relations
between men and women.
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In Popular Culture and Everyday Life Phillip Vannini
and Dennis Waskul have brought together a variety
of short essays that illustrate the many ways that
popular culture intersects with mundane experiences
of everyday life. Most essays are written in a
reflexive ethnographic style, primarily through
observation and personal narrative, to convey
insights at an intimate level that will resonate with
most readers. Some of the topics are so mundane
they are legitimately universal (sleeping, getting
dressed, going to the bathroom, etc.), others are
common enough that most readers will directly
identify in some way (watching television, using
mobile phones, playing video games, etc.), while
some topics will appeal more-or-less depending on a
reader’s gender, interests, and recreational
pastimes (putting on makeup, watching the Super
Bowl, homemaking, etc.). This book will remind
readers of their own similar experiences, provide
opportunities to reflect upon them in new ways, as
well as compare and contrast how experiences
relayed in these pages relate to lived experiences.
The essays will easily translate into rich and lively
classroom discussions that shed new light on a
familiar, taken-for-granted everyday life—both
individually and collectively. At the beginning of the
book, the authors have provided a grid that shows
the topics and themes that each article touches on.
This book is for popular culture classes, and will also
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be an asset in courses on the sociology of everyday
life, ethnography, and social psychology.
The way a society punishes demonstrates its
commitment to standards of judgment and justice, its
distinctive views of blame and responsibility, and its
particular way of responding to evil. Punishment in
Popular Culture examines the cultural
presuppositions that undergird America’s distinctive
approach to punishment and analyzes punishment
as a set of images, a spectacle of condemnation. It
recognizes that the semiotics of punishment is all
around us, not just in the architecture of the prison,
or the speech made by a judge as she sends
someone to the penal colony, but in both “high” and
“popular” culture iconography, in novels, television,
and film. This book brings together distinguished
scholars of punishment and experts in media studies
in an unusual juxtaposition of disciplines and
perspectives. Americans continue to lock up more
people for longer periods of time than most other
nations, to use the death penalty, and to racialize
punishment in remarkable ways. How are these facts
of American penal life reflected in the portraits of
punishment that Americans regularly encounter on
television and in film? What are the conventions of
genre which help to familiarize those portraits and
connect them to broader political and cultural
themes? Do television and film help to undermine
punishment's moral claims? And how are
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developments in the boarder political economy
reflected in the ways punishment appears in mass
culture? Finally, how are images of punishment
received by their audiences? It is to these questions
that Punishment in Popular Culture is addressed.
A COMPLETE REVISION AND THOROUGH
UPDATING OF THE ULTIMATE REFERENCE
FROM THE NEWSPAPER OF RECORD. A
comprehensive guide offering insight and clarity on a
broad range of even more essential subjects.
Whether you are researching the history of Western
art, investigating an obscure medical test, following
current environmental trends, studying Shakespeare,
brushing up on your crossword and Sudoku skills, or
simply looking for a deeper understanding of the
world, this book is for you. An indispensable
resource for every home, office, dorm room, and
library, this new edition of The New York Times
Guide to Essential Knowledge offers in-depth
explorations of art, astronomy, biology, business,
economics, the environment, film, geography,
history, the Internet, literature, mathematics, music,
mythology, philosophy, photography, sports, theater,
film, and many other subjects. This one volume is
designed to offer more information than any other
book on the most important subjects, as well as
provide easy-to-access data critical to everyday life.
It is the only universal reference book to include
authoritative and engaging essays from New York
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Times experts in almost every field of endeavor. The
New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge
provides information with matchless accuracy and
exceptional clarity. This new revised and expanded
third edition covers major categories with an
emphasis on depth and historical context, providing
easy access to data vital for everyday living.
Covering nearly 50 major categories, and providing
an immediate grasp of complex topics with charts,
sidebars, and maps, the third edition features 50
pages of new material, including new sections on *
Atheism * Digital Media * Inventions and Discoveries
* Endangered Species * Inflation * Musical Theater *
Book Publishing *Wikileaks *The Financial Crisis
*Nuclear Weapons *Energy *The Global Food
Supply Every section has been thoroughly updated,
making this third edition more useful and
comprehensive than ever. It informs, educates,
answers, illustrates and clarifies---it's the only onevolume reference book you need.
"Examines the relationship between science and the
fiction developed by modernists, including Musil,
Proust, Kafka, and Joyce. Looks at Pascalian and
Newtonian cosmology, Darwinism, epistemology,
relativity theory, quantum mechanics, the
development of modernist and postmodern fiction,
positivism, and finally works by Woolf, Faulkner, and
Borges"--Provided by publisher.
"To understand the history and spirit of America, one
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must know its wars, its laws, and its presidents. To
really understand it, however, one must also know its
cheeseburgers, its love songs, and its lawn
ornaments. The long-awaited Guide to the United
States Popular Culture provides a single-volume
guide to the landscape of everyday life in the United
States. Scholars, students, and researchers will find
in it a valuable tool with which to fill in the gaps left
by traditional history. All American readers will find in
it, one entry at a time, the story of their
lives."--Robert Thompson, President, Popular
Culture Association. "At long last popular culture
may indeed be given its due within the humanities
with the publication of The Guide to United States
Popular Culture. With its nearly 1600 entries, it
promises to be the most comprehensive singlevolume source of information about popular culture.
The range of subjects and diversity of opinions
represented will make this an almost indispensable
resource for humanities and popular culture scholars
and enthusiasts alike."--Timothy E. Scheurer,
President, American Culture Association "The
popular culture of the United States is as freewheeling and complex as the society it animates. To
understand it, one needs assistance. Now that
explanatory road map is provided in this Guide which
charts the movements and people involved and
provides a light at the end of the rainbow of dreams
and expectations."--Marshall W. Fishwick, Past
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President, Popular Culture Association Features of
The Guide to United States Popular Culture: 1,010
pages 1,600 entries 500 contributors Alphabetic
entries Entries range from general topics (golf, film)
to specific individuals, items, and events Articles are
supplemented by bibliographies and cross
references Comprehensive index
Offering a fresh and practical perspective for
employers and gender-diverse professionals, this
book presents useful tools, information, and
resources to help organizations and individuals to
understand and leverage the power of gender
authenticity as a pathway to business success. •
Explains the forms and causes of discrimination
faced by gender-diverse individuals in the workplace
• Provides a definition and examples of gender
authenticity, the only published resource to articulate
the concept of gender authenticity as a powerful tool
for enhancing organizational workplace culture •
Offers five fundamentals for achieving a genderauthentic workplace • Presents an entire chapter on
recognizing and responding to resistance
The definitive source of information, insight, and
advice for creative writers, from the nation’s largest
and most trusted organization for writers, Poets &
Writers. For half a century, writers at every stage of
their careers have turned to the literary nonprofit
organization Poets & Writers and its award-winning
magazine for resources to foster their professional
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development, from writing prompts and tips on
technique to informative interviews with published
authors, literary agents, and editors. But never
before has Poets & Writers marshaled its fifty years’
worth of knowledge to create an authoritative guide
for writers that answers every imaginable question
about craft and career—until now. Here is the writing
bible for authors of all genres and forms, covering
topics such as how to: -Harness your imagination
and jump-start your creativity -Develop your work
from initial idea to final draft -Find a supportive and
inspiring writing community to sustain your career
-Find the best MFA program for you -Publish your
work in literary magazines and develop a platform
-Research writing contests and other opportunities to
support your writing life -Decide between traditional
publishing and self-publishing -Find the right literary
agent -Anticipate what agents look for in queries and
proposals -Work successfully with an editor and your
publishing team -Market yourself and your work in a
digital world -Approach financial planning and taxes
as a writer -And much more Written by Kevin
Larimer and Mary Gannon, the two most recent
editors of Poets & Writers Magazine, this book
brings an unrivaled understanding of the areas in
which writers seek guidance and support. Filled with
insider information like sample query letters, pitch
letters, lists of resources, and worksheets for
calculating freelance rates, tracking submissions,
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and managing your taxes, the guide does more than
demystify the writing life—it also provides an array of
powerful tools for building a sustainable career as a
writer. In addition to the wealth of insights into
creativity, publishing, and promotion are first-person
essays from bestselling authors, including George
Saunders, Christina Baker Kline, and Ocean Vuong,
as well as reading lists from award-winning writers
such as Anthony Doerr, Cheryl Strayed, and Natalie
Diaz. Here, at last, is the ultimate comprehensive
resource that belongs on every writer’s desk.
This book critically approaches contemporary
meanings of materiality and discuses ways in which
we understand, experience, and engage with objects
through popular culture in our private, social and
professional lives. Appropriating Arjun Appadurai’s
famous phrase: "the social life of things", with which
he inspired scholars to take material culture more
seriously and, as a result, treat it as an important
and revealing area of cultural studies, the book
explores the relationship between material culture
and popular practices, and points to the impact they
have exerted on our co-existence with material
worlds in the conditions of late modernity.
Covers the writing process, the structure of essays,
exposition, sentences, diction, description, narration,
and punctuation
This book is about war and popular culture, and war
in popular culture. Tara Brabazon summons, probes,
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questions and reclaims popular culture, challenging
the assumptions of war, whiteness, Christianity,
modernity and progress that have dominated our
lives since September 11. It is essential reading for
any scholar of cultural studies and popular culture,
media and journalism, creative writing and terrorism
studies.
In countries around the world, the rise of class
divisions and unbridled capitalism are changing the
conventional definitions of art and esthetics.
Historically, the philanthropy of the elite has played a
leading role in supporting, funding, and distributing
artistic works. While such measures may be pure in
intent, many worry that private funding may be
gentrifying the arts and creating a situation in which
art will only be valued for its prestige or, worse, its
price tag. This collection of essays examines the
current movement to democratize the arts and make
the world of artistic endeavor open and accessible to
all. Instructors considering this book for use in a
course may request an examination copy here.
Spaceships travel through time at lightspeed, piloted
by human clones and talking animals. Serious
injuries are healed with the wave of a medical gizmo.
The media make it all look so real. Can scientists
hope to one day accomplish these feats? This book
is a fun look at what can, and can't, be achieved with
current technology.
A Companion to American Studies is an essential
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volume that brings together voices and scholarship
from across the spectrum of American experience. A
collection of 22 original essays which provides an
unprecedented introduction to the "new" American
Studies: a comparative, transnational, postcolonial
and polylingual discipline Addresses a variety of
subjects, from foundations and backgrounds to the
field, to different theories of the “new” American
Studies, and issues from globalization and
technology to transnationalism and post-colonialism
Explores the relationship between American Studies
and allied fields such as Ethnic Studies, Feminist,
Queer and Latin American Studies Designed to
provoke discussion and help students and scholars
at all levels develop their own approaches to
contemporary American Studies
The Millennium Dome, Braveheart and Rolls Royce
cars. How do cultural icons reproduce and transform
a sense of national identity? How does national
identity vary across time and space, how is it
contested, and what has been the impact of
globalization upon national identity and culture?This
book examines how national identity is represented,
performed, spatialized and materialized through
popular culture and in everyday life. National identity
is revealed to be inherent in the things we often take
for granted - from landscapes and eating habits, to
tourism, cinema and music. Our specific experience
of car ownership and motoring can enhance a sense
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of belonging, whilst Hollywood blockbusters and
national exhibitions provide contexts for the ongoing,
and often contested, process of national identity
formation. These and a wealth of other cultural forms
and practices are explored, with examples drawn
from Scotland, the UK as a whole, India and
Mauritius. This book addresses the considerable
neglect of popular cultures in recent studies of
nationalism and contributes to debates on the
relationship between ‘high' and ‘low' culture.
Existentialism is often studied by students with little or no
background in philosophy; either as an introduction to the
idea of studying philosophy or as part of a literary course.
Although it is often an attractive topic for students interested
in thinking about questions of 'self' or 'being', it also requires
them to study difficult thinkers and texts. This Guide for the
Perplexed begins with the question of 'What is
Existentialism?' and then moves on to provide a brief analysis
of the key thinkers, writers and texts - both philosophical and
literary - central to existentialism. Chapters focus particularly
on Kierkegaard, Heidegger, Sartre and Camus but also
discuss other philosophers and writers such as Nietzsche,
Dostoevsky and Kafka. The second section of the Guide
introduces key topics associated with existentialist thought;
Self, Consciousness, the question of God and Commitment.
Each chapter explains the concepts and debates and
provides guidance on reading and analysing the philosophical
and literary texts addressed, focusing throughout on clarifying
the areas students find most difficult
In 221 BCE, the Qin state conquered its neighbours and
created the first unified Chinese empire in history. So began
the imperial era, where dynasties claiming divine assent ruled
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for more than 2,000 years. Borders shifted and emperors
struggled to exert control over every region of their diverse
territories. Elites held that they were inheritors of a rich, preimperial culture, while their society produced world-changing
inventions such as the compass, printing, gunpowder and the
gun. And imperial China itself was altered as it came into
contact with others through trade, exploration and war. For
anyone curious about this fascinating period, Peter Lorge
introduces imperial China’s major ruling dynasties, religions,
arts, thinkers, inventions, military advancements, economic
developments and historians.
The Critical Media Literacy Guide: Engaging Media and
Transforming Education provides a theoretical framework and
practical applications in which educators put these ideas into
action in classrooms with students from kindergarten up
through the university.
A Study Guide for Frank O'Hara's "Why I Am Not a Painter,"
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Poetry for Students. This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your
research needs.
"Adapted from Popular Culture: A User's Guide, Third Edition
[published in 2014 by Nelson Education]."
Presents information on nearly fifty major categories such as
architecture, biology, business, history, medicine, sports, and
film, a biographical dictionary, a list of the wonders of the
world, and a writer's guide to grammar.
The 'evil child' has infiltrated the cultural imagination, taking
on prominent roles in popular films, television shows and
literature. This collection of essays from a global range of
scholars examines a fascinating array of evil children and the
cultural work that they perform, drawing upon sociohistorical,
Page 13/21

Access Free Arbitrary Guide To Popular Culture
cinematic, and psychological approaches. The chapters
explore a wide range of characters including Tom Riddle in
the Harry Potter series, the possessed Regan in William
Peter Blatty’s The Exorcist, the monstrous Ben in Doris
Lessing’s The Fifth Child, the hostile fetuses of Rosemary’s
Baby and Alien, and even the tiny terrors featured in the
reality television series Supernanny. Contributors also
analyse various themes and issues within film, literature and
popular culture including ethics, representations of evil and
critiques of society. This book was originally published as two
special issues of Literature Interpretation Theory.
The Blackwell Guide to Theology of Popular Culture outlines
various general theories of popular culture, identifies
theologians and theological concepts that are conducive to
analyzing popular culture, and explores religious themes that
are asserting themselves through popular movies, novels,
music, television shows and advertising. A timely examination
and contribution to the rapidly expanding field of theology and
popular culture Locates the theological analysis of culture
alongside political, sociological, economic, aesthetic and
psychological analyses Surveys the work of religious and
theological scholars who have turned their attention to
popular culture Considers classic Christian thinkers who have
wrestled with culture, such as St. Paul, Tertullian, Augustine,
Schleiermacher, Tillich, and Ricoeur Proposes a method for
analysing culture to discern its religious content Identifies
religious themes in popular culture Uses illustrations, ranging
from the fiction of Nick Hornby to Six Feet Under An appendix
provides lists of films, novels, television series, consumer
products, architectural works, cultural events, and corporate
icons that lend themselves to theological analysis.

A forty-year history of the largest circulated
magazine in the United States reveals TV Guide's
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erratic stances on social issues and chronicles how
the publication moved from an industry watchdog to
a more commercial, popular format.
Shelves are brimming with books that guide parents
and want-to-be-parents down the parenting path. All
of them telling you what to do. Do this. Do that. Do
the other thing. But they never teach parents the
truly important things about how to be a parent.
Things like Test Parenting, Your Baby’s Name and
Life Expectancy, Baby Habitats: Managed
Environment vs. Free Range, Home School Your Kid
into a Cash Cow, and, When Should You Begin
Lying to Your Children? all combined with original
tips like: When your kids criticise your looks be sure
to tell them that looks are hereditary and - Too lazy
to Christmas shop? Buy your kid a bag of charcoal
briquettes from the grocery store and tell them better
luck next year. The Modern 22nd Century New Age
Guide to Old Fashioned Baby Maintenance, Child
Rearing and Parenting by Alan Baggett. Your kid will
never be the same. And neither will you.
Offers critical analysis of thirty works of art that are
well-known in popular culture, from Stonehenge and
The Taj Mahal to the Mona Lisa, The Eiffel Tower,
and Rodin's The Thinker.
Demystifying and contextualising Shakespeare for
the twenty-first century, this book offers both an
introduction to the subject for beginners as well as
an invaluable resource for more experienced
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Shakespeareans. In this friendly, structured guide,
Robert Shaughnessy: introduces Shakespeare’s life
and works in context, providing crucial historical
background looks at each of Shakespeare’s plays in
turn, considering issues of historical context,
contemporary criticism and performance history
provides detailed discussion of twentieth-century
Shakespearean criticism, exploring the theories,
debates and discoveries that shape our
understanding of Shakespeare today looks at
contemporary performances of Shakespeare on
stage and screen provides further critical reading by
play outlines detailed chronologies of
Shakespeare’s life and works and also of twentiethcentury criticism The companion website at
www.routledge.com/textbooks/shaughnessy
contains student-focused materials and resources,
including an interactive timeline and annotated
weblinks.
This collection of essays examines various rituals
and ceremonies in American popular culture,
including architecture, religion, television viewing,
humor, eating, and dancing.
Recent and well-publicised disasters have
highlighted the fact that organisations of all kinds from healthcare to aerospace - are critically
dependent on Information Technology systems. The
prevention of catastrophic I.T. failure is now an
essential part of management. In this thoughtPage 16/21

Access Free Arbitrary Guide To Popular Culture
provoking guide for executives and managers
Richard Ennals argues that the critical factor is not
technology, but people and communication.
Contains fifty-eight articles that provide information
about various forms, genres, or themes of popular
culture, and includes illustrations, photo essays, a
chronological survey of each topic's history, and a
comprehensive index.
This first volume of the collected writings of
sociologist Leo Lowenthal contains his classic
theoretical and historical writings on the relationship
of art to mass culture. This book series presents
Lowenthal's contributions to a theory of the role of
communication in modern society. This volume lays
out the basis for a theory of mass culture. Lowenthal
demonstrates that the juxtaposition of a "low"mass
culture and a "high"esoteric culture did not originate
in contemporary industrial, bourgeois society but can
be traced back to the Middle Ages and antiquity.
In this new edition of Questioning the Millennium,
best-selling author Stephen Jay Gould applies his wit
and erudition to one of today's most pressing
subjects: the significance of the millennium. In 1950
at age eight, prompted by an issue of Life magazine
marking the century's midpoint, Stephen Jay Gould
started thinking about the approaching turn of the
millennium. In this beautiful inquiry into time and its
milestones, he shares his interest and insights with
his readers. Refreshingly reasoned and absorbing,
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the book asks and answers the three major
questions that define the approaching calendrical
event. First, what exactly is this concept of a
millennium and how has its meaning shifted? How
did the name for a future thousand-year reign of
Jesus Christ on earth get transferred to the passage
of a secular period of a thousand years in current
human history? When does the new millennium
really begin: January 1, 2000, or January 1, 2001?
(Although seemingly trivial, the debate over this
issue tells an intriguing story about the cultural
history of the twentieth century.) And why must our
calendars be so complex, leading to our search for
arbitrary regularity, including a fascination with
millennia? This revised edition begins with a new
and extensive preface on a key subject not treated in
the original version. As always, Gould brings into his
essays a wide range of compelling historical and
scientific fact, including a brief history of millennial
fevers, calendrical traditions, and idiosyncrasies from
around the world; the story of a sixth-century monk
whose errors in chronology plague us even today;
and the heroism of a young autistic man who has
developed the extraordinary ability to calculate dates
deep into the past and the future. Ranging over a
wide terrain of phenomena--from the arbitrary
regularities of human calendars to the
unpredictability of nature, from the vagaries of pop
culture to the birth of Christ--Stephen Jay Gould
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holds up the mirror to our millennial passions to
reveal our foibles, absurdities, and uniqueness--in
other words, our humanity.
“Arbitrary Stupid Goal is a completely riveting
world—when I looked up from its pages regular life
seemed boring and safe and modern like one big
iPhone. This book captures not just a lost New York
but a whole lost way of life.” —Miranda July In
Arbitrary Stupid Goal, Tamara Shopsin takes the
reader on a pointillist time-travel trip to the
Greenwich Village of her bohemian 1970s childhood,
a funky, tight-knit small town in the big city, long
before Sex and the City tours and luxury condos.
The center of Tamara’s universe is Shopsin’s, her
family’s legendary greasy spoon, aka “The Store,”
run by her inimitable dad, Kenny—a loquacious,
contrary, huge-hearted man who, aside from dishing
up New York’s best egg salad on rye, is Village
sheriff, philosopher, and fixer all at once. All comers
find a place at Shopsin’s table and feast on Kenny’s
tall tales and trenchant advice along with the
incomparable chili con carne. Filled with clever
illustrations and witty, nostalgic photographs and
graphics, and told in a sly, elliptical narrative that is
both hilarious and endearing, Arbitrary Stupid Goal is
an offbeat memory-book mosaic about the secrets of
living an unconventional life, which is becoming a
forgotten art.
Presents a detailed critical survey of competing
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theories of, and approaches to, popular culture.
Storey charts the changing relationship between
cultural theory and popular culture, mapping the
relationship between the production of theory and
the consumption/production of culture.
In this ninth edition of his award-winning introduction,
John Storey presents a clear and critical survey of
competing theories of, and various approaches to,
popular culture. Its breadth and theoretical unity,
exemplified through popular culture, means that it
can be flexibly and relevantly applied across a
number of disciplines. Retaining the accessible
approach of previous editions and using appropriate
examples from the texts and practices of popular
culture, this new edition remains a key introduction
to the area. New to this edition: updated throughout
with contemporary examples of popular culture
revised and expanded sections on Richard Hoggart
and Utopian Marxism brand new discussions on
Black Lives Matter and intersectionality updated
student resources at www.routledge.com/cw/storey
This new edition remains essential reading for
undergraduate and postgraduate students of cultural
studies, media studies, communication studies, the
sociology of culture, popular culture and other
related subjects.
This 2-volume work includes approximately 1,200
entries in A-Z order, critically reviewing the literature
on specific topics from abortion to world systems
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theory. In addition, nine major entries cover each of
the major disciplines (political economy;
management and business; human geography;
politics; sociology; law; psychology; organizational
behavior) and the history and development of the
social sciences in a broader sense.
Popular Culture: Introductory Perspectives seeks to
define pop culture by exploring the ways that it fulfills
our human desire for meaning. The second edition
investigates current contexts for popular culture,
including the rise of the digital global village through
new technology and offers up-to-date examples that
connect with today's students.
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