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The world's largest democracy and second-most populous country, 21st-century India is a dynamic nation with a thrivting
economy, made up of a variety of beliefs and peoples united under one flag. Ancient India was home to myriad kingdoms with
boundaries that were ever changing while a variety of cultures and religions flourished over the millennia as the influence of
foreign invaders and occupiers has come and gone. The country was under foreign rule from the early 1800s until independence
in 1947. From the late 1980s, India opened itself to the outside world, encouraging economic reform and foreign investment, and is
now courted by the world's leading economic and political powers. It is a major power with a burgeoning middle class, having
made substantial strides in areas such as information technology. The availability of a large, skilled workforce makes it a popular
choice for international companies looking to outsource work. It has launched a space program and boasts a massive film industry,
its "Bollywood" films being amongst the most-watched in the world. Meanwhile, India still has major issues with poverty and
illiteracy, and campaigns have been launched to alleviate these problems.
The world's great philosophers have always wrestled with the crucial questions about human nature and the world we live in: How
should we live our lives? What is knowledge? How should society be organized? Over the centuries, philosophers have come up
with an array of compelling answers to these questions. A Short History of Philosophy takes you on an entertaining and
informative journey through the landscape of western philosophy from Plato to Jean-Paul Sartre. Whether discussing the origins of
metaphysics, the merits of idealism, or the questions raised by existentialism, Peter Gibson brings to life the ideas of these great
thinkers and carefully explains their reasoning in straightforward, easy-to-understand language. This lively, accessible guide
provides the perfect starting point for anyone interested in philosophy.
Despite the numerous books on World War II, until now there has been no one-volume survey that was both objective and
comprehensive. Previous volumes have usually been written from an exclusively British or American point of view, or have ignored
the important causes and consequences of the War. A Short History of World War II is essentially a military history, but it reaches
from the peace settlements of World War I to the drastically altered postwar world of the late 1940's. Lucidly written and eminently
readable, it is factual and accurate enough to satisfy professional historians. A Short History of World War II will appeal equally to
the general reader, the veteran who fought in the War, and the student interested in understanding the contemporary political
world.
E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of historical writing since its
first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold over half a million copies, and the book is available
worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich was of course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text suggests
illustrations on every page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together the pellucid humanity of his narrative with the
images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote the book. The two hundred illustrations—most of them in full
color—are not simple embellishments, though they are beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and
deepen the pleasure of reading this remarkable work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around
illustrations that range from paintings to line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book incorporates freshly drawn maps,
a revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade design, fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book
and an enhanced edition of a timeless account of human history.
Vividly written, this "scholarly examination . . . of the major events of the past" ("The Bookwatch") brings the outstanding breadth of
scholarship and international scope of the larger "History of the World" within the grasp of every home, school, and library. Roberts
brilliantly tells the story of the growing power of humans to remake the world and to control their destinies.
Adapted from A Short History of Nearly Everything, this stunningly illustrated book from the extraordinary Bill Bryson takes us from
the Big Bang to the dawn of science, and everything in between. Perfect for ages 8 to 80. Ever wondered how we got from nothing
to something? Or thought about how we can weigh the earth? Or wanted to reach the edge of the universe? Uncover the
mysteries of time, space and life on earth in this extraordinary book - a journey from the centre of the planet to the dawn of the
dinosaurs, and everything in between. And discover our own incredible journey, from single cell to civilisation, including the brilliant
(and sometimes very bizarre) scientists who helped us find out the how and why.
************************************************************************ Reviews for A Short History of Nearly Everything: 'It's the sort of
book I would have devoured as a teenager. It might well turn unsuspecting young readers into scientists.' Evening Standard 'I
doubt that a better book for the layman about the findings of modern science has been written' Sunday Telegraph 'A thoroughly
enjoyable, as well as educational, experience. Nobody who reads it will ever look at the world around them in the same way again'
Daily Express 'The very book I have been looking for most of my life' Daily Mail
A funny and provocative cultural history of class, manners, and the decline of civility In his smart and thought provoking new book,
literary/social critic Mark Caldwell gives us a history of the demise of manners and charts the progress of an epidemic of rudeness
in America. The breakdown of civility has in recent years become a national obsession, and our modern climate of boorishness
has cultivated a host of etiquette watchdogs, like Miss Manners and Martha Stewart, with which we defend ourselves against an
onslaught of nastiness. But Caldwell demonstrates that the foundations of etiquette actually began to corrode several centuries
ago with the blurring of class lines. Touching on aspects of both our public and private lives, including work, family, and sex, A
Short History of Rudeness examines how the rules of our behaviour have changed and explains why, no matter how hard we try,
we can never return to a golden era of manners and mores.
Our need for domestic well-being is deeply-rooted, and home is the unique phenomenon that answers that yearning. Witold
Rybczynski takes a close and entertaining look at the place we all know, and which is such an elusive mixture of house and
household, dwelling and refuge, of notions of ownership and affection. From Jane Austen's homely novels to the sleek lines of Art
Deco, from luxurious Rococo to the nostalgia of Ralph Lauren, Rybczynski peels away the layers of design, technology and habit
to reveal something of the true nature of home. Using vivid historical examples to conjure lifestyles as distant as the Dutch
domesticity of Vermeer and the aristocratic excess of Versailles, HOME takes us on a journey, inviting us to visit the houses of
people throughout time and across the world. Modernity is here too, in all its electrical, gas-heated, vacuum-cleaning glory, but
there is also recognition of the desire for personal touches and individual comfort that resist the logical progression towards
efficient minimalism. Le Corbusier called a house 'a machine for living in', but Rybczynski's writing asks us to reclaim our homes
from the architects, whose plans surely need to live in harmony with less easily categorised ideas like pleasure and ease,
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domesticity and intimacy. HOME opens a rare window into our private lives - and how we really want to live.
“The wonderful cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris, one of the greatest achievements of European civilization, was on fire. The
sight dazed and disturbed us profoundly. I was on the edge of tears. Something priceless was dying in front of our eyes. The
feeling was bewildering, as if the earth was shaking.” —Ken Follett “[A] treasure of a book.” —The New Yorker In this short,
spellbinding book, international bestselling author Ken Follett describes the emotions that gripped him when he learned about the
fire that threatened to destroy one of the greatest cathedrals in the world—the Notre-Dame de Paris. Follett then tells the story of
the cathedral, from its construction to the role it has played across time and history, and he reveals the influence that the NotreDame had upon cathedrals around the world and on the writing of one of Follett's most famous and beloved novels, The Pillars of
the Earth. Ken Follett will donate his proceeds from this book to the charity La Fondation du Patrimoine.

The idea that 'home' is a special place, a separate place, a place where we can be our true selves, is so obvious to us
today that we barely pause to think about it. But, as Judith Flanders shows in her best and most ambitious work to date,
"home" is a relatively new idea. In The Making of Home, Flanders traces the evolution of the house from the sixteenth to
the early twentieth century across northern Europe and America, showing how the homes we know today bear only a
faint resemblance to homes though history. What turned a house into the concept of home? Why did northwestern
Europe, a politically unimportant, sociologically underdeveloped region of the world, suddenly became the powerhouse of
the Industrial Revolution, the capitalist crucible that created modernity? While investigating these important questions,
Flanders uncovers the fascinating development of ordinary household items--from cutlery, chairs and curtains, to the
fitted kitchen, plumbing and windows--while also dismantling many domestic myths. In this prodigiously researched and
engagingly written book, Flanders brilliantly and elegantly draws together the threads of religion, history, economics,
technology and the arts to show not merely what happened, but why it happened: how we ended up in a world where we
can all say, like Dorothy in Oz, "There's no place like home."
With this wise, tender, and deeply funny novel, Marina Lewycka takes her place alongside Zadie Smith and Monica Ali as
a writer who can capture the unchanging verities of family. When an elderly and newly widowed Ukrainian immigrant
announces his intention to remarry, his daughters must set aside their longtime feud to thwart him. For their father’s
intended is a voluptuous old-country gold digger with a proclivity for green satin underwear and an appetite for the good
life of the West. As the hostilities mount and family secrets spill out, A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian combines
sex, bitchiness, wit, and genuine warmth in its celebration of the pleasure of growing old disgracefully.
Most of us know bits and pieces of our history but would like to be more sure of how it all fits together. The trick is to find
a history that is so absorbing you will want to read it from beginning to end. With this book, Desmond Morton, one of
Canada’s most noted and highly respected historians, shows how the choices we can make at the dawn of the 21st
century have been shaped by history. Morton is keenly aware of the links connecting our present, our past, and our
future, and in one compact and engrossing volume he pulls off the remarkable feat of bringing it all together – from the
First Nations before the arrival of the Europeans to the failure of the Charlottetown accord and Jean Chretien’s third term
as prime minister. His acute observations on the Diefenbaker era, the effects of the post-war influx of immigrants, the flag
debate, the baby boom, the Trudeau years and the constitutional crisis, the Quebec referendum, and the rise of the
Canadian Alliance all provide an invaluable background to understanding the way Canada works today.
'This book deserves a place in your bookcase next to Harari's Sapiens. It's every bit as fascinating and is surely destined
to be just as successful' Julian Norton. An addictively free-ranging survey of the massive impact that the domesticated
ungulates of the genus Ovis have had on human history. From the plains of ancient Mesopotamia to the rolling hills of
medieval England to the vast sheep farms of modern-day Australia, sheep have been central to the human story. Starting
with our Neolithic ancestors' first forays into sheep-rearing nearly 10,000 years ago, these remarkable animals have fed
us, clothed us, changed our diet and languages, helped us to win wars, decorated our homes, and financed the conquest
of large swathes of the earth. Enormous fortunes and new, society-changing industries have been made from the fleeces
of sheep, and cities shaped by shepherds' markets and meat trading. Sally Coulthard weaves the rich and fascinating
story of sheep into a vivid and colourful tapestry, thickly threaded with engaging anecdotes and remarkable ovine facts,
whose multiple strands reflect the deep penetration of these woolly animals into every aspect of human society and
culture. REVIEWS: 'This is such a great book: I would recommend it to anyone who has an interest in history or sheep –
or simply a passion for reading captivating and high-quality prose. It's extremely well researched and written in a very
engaging style. It trumped my Clive James memoir, which I put to one side. I read A History of the World According to
Sheep within two days. (And that's impressive for me. It usually takes me weeks to finish a book.) You'd never imagine
the role sheep have played across the centuries: from the egregious rampaging of Genghis Khan to the success of the
Medici dynasty during the Renaissance to the Scottish Highland Clearances of the eighteenth century. The trade in their
wool has financed wars; lanolin from their fleeces has fuelled the huge industry in beauty products, and ovine intestines
even had a hand in controlling both birth rates and the spread of syphilis. And that's before we get onto jumpers. Or
cheese...' Julian Norton, the Yorkshire Vet.
In the tradition of Richard Dawkins, Bill Bryson, and Simon Winchester—An entertaining and uniquely informed narration
of Life's life story. In the beginning, Earth was an inhospitably alien place—in constant chemical flux, covered with
churning seas, crafting its landscape through incessant volcanic eruptions. Amid all this tumult and disaster, life began.
The earliest living things were no more than membranes stretched across microscopic gaps in rocks, where boiling hot
jets of mineral-rich water gushed out from cracks in the ocean floor. Although these membranes were leaky, the
environment within them became different from the raging maelstrom beyond. These havens of order slowly refined the
generation of energy, using it to form membrane-bound bubbles that were mostly-faithful copies of their parents—a foamy
lather of soap-bubble cells standing as tiny clenched fists, defiant against the lifeless world. Life on this planet has
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continued in much the same way for millennia, adapting to literally every conceivable setback that living organisms could
encounter and thriving, from these humblest beginnings to the thrilling and unlikely story of ourselves. In A (Very) Short
History of Life on Earth, Henry Gee zips through the last 4.6 billion years with infectious enthusiasm and intellectual rigor.
Drawing on the very latest scientific understanding and writing in a clear, accessible style, he tells an enlightening tale of
survival and persistence that illuminates the delicate balance within which life has always existed.
Each time history repeats itself, so it's said, the price goes up. The twentieth century was a time of runaway growth in
human population, consumption, and technology, placing a colossal load on all natural systems, especially earth, air, and
water — the very elements of life. The most urgent questions of the twenty-first century are: where will this growth lead?
can it be consolidated or sustained? and what kind of world is our present bequeathing to our future?In his #1 bestseller
A Short History of Progress Ronald Wright argues that our modern predicament is as old as civilization, a 10,000-year
experiment we have participated in but seldom controlled. Only by understanding the patterns of triumph and disaster
that humanity has repeated around the world since the Stone Age can we recognize the experiment's inherent dangers,
and, with luck and wisdom, shape its outcome.
After decades of imperfect secularism, presided over by an often corrupt Congress establishment, Nehru's diverse
republic has yielded to Hindu nationalism. India is collapsing under the weight of its own contradictions. Since 2014, the
ruling BJP has unleashed forces that are irreversibly transforming the country. Indian democracy, honed over decades, is
now the chief enabler of Hindu extremism. Bigotry has been ennobled as a healthy form of self-assertion, and antiMuslim vitriol has deluged the mainstream, with religious minorities living in terror of a vengeful majority. Congress now
mimics Modi; other parties pray for a miracle. In this blistering critique of India from Indira Gandhi to the present,
Komireddi lays bare the cowardly concessions to the Hindu right, convenient distortions of India's past and demeaning
bribes to minorities that led to Modi's decisive electoral victory. If secularists fail to reclaim the republic from Hindu
nationalists, Komireddi argues, India will become Pakistan by another name.
In these pages, the beloved Bill Bryson gives us a fascinating history of the modern home, taking us on a room-by-room
tour through his own house and using each room to explore the vast history of the domestic artifacts we take for granted.
As he takes us through the history of our modern comforts, Bryson demonstrates that whatever happens in the world
eventually ends up in our home, in the paint, the pipes, the pillows, and every item of furniture. Bryson has one of the
liveliest, most inquisitive minds on the planet, and his sheer prose fluency makes At Home one of the most entertaining
books ever written about private life.
The Windmill is a flat-roofed pub in Brixton that for the past two decades has been at the epicentre of the capital’s
underground music scene. Everyone from Mica Levi to Fat White Family to Black Midi has passed through its doors,
which are presided over by a series of roof dogs including the legendary Ben the Rottweiler. With the help of
impressionistic sketches by his son Otto, Will Hodgkinson goes on a spiritual journey to the heart of the Windmill, seeking
to understand why this former Irish boozer has become such a magical space of freedom and discovery.
From the internationally bestselling author of The Etymologicon, a lively and fascinating exploration of how, throughout history,
each civilization has found a way to celebrate, or to control, the eternal human drive to get sloshed “An entertaining bar hop
though the past 10,000 years.”—The New York Times Book Review Almost every culture on earth has drink, and where there’s
drink there’s drunkenness. But in every age and in every place drunkenness is a little bit different. It can be religious, it can be
sexual, it can be the duty of kings or the relief of peasants. It can be an offering to the ancestors, or a way of marking the end of a
day’s work. It can send you to sleep, or send you into battle. Making stops all over the world, A Short History of Drunkenness
traces humankind’s love affair with booze from our primate ancestors through to the twentieth century, answering every possible
question along the way: What did people drink? How much? Who did the drinking? Of the many possible reasons, why? On the
way, learn about the Neolithic Shamans, who drank to communicate with the spirit world (no pun intended), marvel at how Greeks
got giddy and Sumerians got sauced, and find out how bars in the Wild West were never quite like in the movies. This is a history
of the world at its inebriated best.
The victors of the First World War created Hungary from the ruins of the Austro-Hungarian empire, but, in the centuries before,
many called for its creation. Norman Stone traces the country's roots from the traditional representative councils of land-owning
nobles to the Magyar nationalists of the nineteenth century and the first wars of independence. Hungary's history since 1918 has
not been a happy one. Economic collapse and hyperinflation in the post-war years led to fascist dictatorships and then Nazi
occupation. Optimism at the end of the Second World War ended when the Iron Curtain descended, and Soviet tanks crushed the
last hopes for independence in 1956 along with the peaceful protests in Budapest. Even after the fall of the Berlin Wall, consistent
economic growth has remained elusive. This is an extraordinary history - unique yet also representative of both the post-Soviet
bloc and of nations forged from the fall of empires.
“[Czerski’s] quest to enhance humanity’s everyday scientific literacy is timely and imperative.”—Science Storm in a Teacup is
Helen Czerski’s lively, entertaining, and richly informed introduction to the world of physics. Czerski provides the tools to alter the
way we see everything around us by linking ordinary objects and occurrences, like popcorn popping, coffee stains, and fridge
magnets, to big ideas like climate change, the energy crisis, or innovative medical testing. She provides answers to vexing
questions: How do ducks keep their feet warm when walking on ice? Why does it take so long for ketchup to come out of a bottle?
Why does milk, when added to tea, look like billowing storm clouds? In an engaging voice at once warm and witty, Czerski shares
her stunning breadth of knowledge to lift the veil of familiarity from the ordinary.
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate journey -- into the most intriguing and intractable
questions that science seeks to answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In
A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts
his greatest challenge: to understand -- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe
and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got
from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and
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often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He
has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short History
of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and
entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been more
involving or entertaining.
Marvelously funny, bittersweet, and beautifully evocative, the original publication of A Short History of a Small Place announced
the arrival of one of our great Southern voices. Although T. R. Pearson's Neely, North Carolina, doesn't appear on any map of the
state, it has already earned a secure place on the literary landscape of the South. In this introduction to Neely, the young narrator,
Louis Benfield, recounts the tragic last days of Miss Myra Angelique Pettigrew, a local spinster and former town belle who, after
years of total seclusion, returns flamboyantly to public view-with her pet monkey, Mr. Britches. Here is a teeming human comedy
inhabited by some of the most eccentric and endearing characters ever encountered in literature.
A Library Journal 2020 Title to Watch Russia’s epic and dramatic history told in an accessible, lively and short form, from Ivan the
Terrible to Vladimir Putin via Catherine the Great, the Russian Revolution and the fall of the USSR. Russia is a country with no
natural borders, no single ethnic group, no true central identity. At the crossroads of Europe and Asia, it has been subject to
invasion by outsiders, from Vikings to Mongols, from Napoleon’s French to Hitler’s Germans. In order to forge an identity, it has
mythologized its past to unite its people and to signal strength to outsiders. In A Short History of Russia, Mark Galeotti explores
the history of this fascinating, glorious, desperate and exasperating country through two intertwined issues: the way successive
influences from beyond its borders have shaped Russia, and the way Russians came to terms with this influence, writing and
rewriting their past to understand their present and try to influence their future. In turn, this self-invented history has come to affect
not just their constant nation-building project but also their relations with the world.
This is the definitive story of one of the longest and most controversial conflicts in US history. Created in association with the
Smithsonian Institution, this authoritative history of the Vietnam War examines the key figures and events of the conflict, and its
lasting effects on the world. Combining compelling text with maps and archive photography, A Short History of the Vietnam War is
an all-encompassing showcase of every aspect of the fighting and the wider political landscape, from the struggle for civil rights to
the treatment of prisoners. Detailed descriptions of events, from Operation Passage to Freedom to the evacuation of the US
embassy in Saigon, are brought to life with eyewitness accounts and iconic photographs. Gallery pages present collections of
infantry weapons, artillery, aircraft, and armored vehicles, while diagrams and maps show exactly how battles and decisive
moments unfolded, and biographical entries provide essential insight into the roles of significant individuals from Henry Kissinger
to General Thieu. The perfect read for the military history enthusiast, A Short History of the Vietnam War is a stirring visual record
of the suffering, sacrifice, and heroism that occurred in America's bloodiest ever conflicts.
Bill Bryson has one of the liveliest, most inquisitive minds on the planet, and At Home is likely to become the most illuminating
book on the way we lived then and live now--the why and the where and the how of it--ever written. Now, in this handsome new
edition, his sparkling prose will be enhanced by some 200 carefully curated full-colour images from both the past and the present.
Selected from a staggering array of sources to bring Bill's journey to vivid life, these pictures will make reading At Home an
immersive experience. When you've finished this book, you will see your house--and your daily life--in a new and revelatory light.
The Definitive One-Volume History of the American Civil War The American Civil War (1861–1865) was the pivotal conflict of the
nation’s history. It was a war defined by savage brutality, untold human costs, and monumental political crises that left the literal
and social landscape of the nation forever changed. One hundred fifty years later, it continues to hold a powerful grip on the
American psyche. In A Short History of the Civil War, noted historian James L. Stokesbury dramatically and concisely chronicles
the important events leading up to the war and, using maps, recounts its decisive battles while describing the strategies and tactics
of the North’s and South’s prominent commanders. Drawing on fascinating details and little-known facts, Stokesbury also brings
to life the generals—Grant, Lee, Hooker, McClellan, Jackson—and the unsung heroes of this great struggle between the Union and
the Confederacy.

The is the first volume of H.G. Wells' popular and groundbreaking general outline of history. This edition is presented with
high resolution illustrations.
"A Short History of England" by Gilbert Keith Chesterton. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range
of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet
undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been
meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that
are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
Cahiers du Cinéma was the single most influential project in the history of film. Founded in 1951, it was responsible for
establishing film as the ‘seventh art,’ equal to literature, painting or music, and it revolutionized film-making and writing.
Its contributors would put their words into action: the likes of Godard, Truffaut, Rivette, Rohmer were to become some of
the greatest directors of the age, their films part of the internationally celebrated nouvelle vague. In this authoritative new
history, Emilie Bickerton explores the evolution and impact of Cahiers du Cinéma, from its early years, to its late-sixties
radicalization, its internationalization, and its response to the television age of the seventies and eighties. Showing how
the story of Cahiers continues to resonate with critics, practitioners and the film-going public, A Short History of Cahiers
du Cinéma is a testimony to the extraordinary legacy and archive these ‘collected pages of a notebook’ have provided
for the world of cinema.
Traces the history of food and the ethics of eating in America from the Puritans to the present day, discussing such topics
as colonial epicures, diet gurus of the nineteenth century, and the current production of bio-engineered foods.
“Lauren Grodstein breaks your heart, then miraculously pieces it back together so it’s bigger—and stronger—than before.”
—Celeste Ng, author of Everything I Never Told You How can a woman learn to let go of the people she loves the most?
Karen Neulander, a successful New York political consultant and single mother, has always been fiercely protective of
her son, Jacob, now six. She’s had to be: when Jacob’s father, Dave, found out Karen was pregnant and made it clear
that fatherhood wasn’t in his plans, Karen walked out of the relationship, never telling Dave her intention was to raise
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their child alone. But now Jake is asking to meet his dad, and with good reason: Karen is dying. When she finally calls
her ex, she’s shocked to find Dave ecstatic about the son he never knew he had. First, he can’t meet Jake fast enough,
and then he can’t seem to leave him alone. Karen quickly grows anxious as she watches Dave insinuate himself into
Jake’s life just as her own strength and hold on Jake grow more tenuous. As she struggles to play out her last days in
the “right” way for Jake, Karen wrestles with the knowledge that the only thing she cannot bring herself to do for her
son—let his father become a permanent part of his life—is the thing he needs from her the most. With heart-wrenching
poignancy, unexpected wit, and mordant humor, Lauren Grodstein has created an unforgettable story about parenthood,
sacrifice, and life itself.
In A Short History of the United States, National Book Award winner Robert V. Remini offers a much-needed, concise
history of our country. This accessible and lively volume contains the essential facts about the discovery, settlement,
growth, and development of the American nation and its institutions, including the arrival and migration of Native
Americans, the founding of a republic under the Constitution, the emergence of the United States as a world power, the
outbreak of terrorism here and abroad, the Obama presidency, and everything in between.
Offers the story of a young man with a passion for dance and the changes he brings to his Wisconsin family
Learn the essential dates and stories that have left a mark on the world with this narrative-led History book. Aiming to
present a broad sweep of events around the world in chronological order, breaking down the wider narrative into bitesize
nuggets, this book will be the perfect introduction for children and adults alike who are keen to know more about the
History of the World.Learn the essential dates and stories that have left a mark on the world with this narrative-led History
book. Aiming to present a broad sweep of events around the world in chronological order, breaking down the wider
narrative into bitesize nuggets, this book will be the perfect introduction for children and adults alike who are keen to
know more about the History of the World.Learn the essential dates and stories that have left a mark on the world with
this narrative-led History book. Aiming to present a broad sweep of events around the world in chronological order,
breaking down the wider narrative into bitesize nuggets, this book will be the perfect introduction for children and adults
alike who are keen to know more about the History of the World.
This book leads readers through an intriguing examination how books began and have evolved through history, and
explores where future technologies may lead them. From ancient clay tablet and scrolls to medieval manuscripts and
printed books to personal computers and iPads, this guide examines the fascinating history of books from 4000 BCE to
the present. At each step of this evolution, technologies are examined and evaluated to show how these ideas are
present from the very beginning of written communication. Moving chronologically from the ancient world to the present,
the book shows how written communication media evolved from cuneiform to the Kindle. Focusing on key technologies
and vital periods of historical transition, it traces an evolution that elucidates the history of the written word, at each step
examining and evaluating such aspects of technologies as memory capacity, readability and writability, durability,
recyclability, information security, ease and mode of access, and cost. Additional attention is paid to how these
technologies were made, how they were circulated, and who was reading them. Provides faculty and students with a brief
but fascinating and engagingly written textbook Includes hands-on activities and course assignments that encourage
student learning Features interesting factoids and illustrations, making this book useful as a text, as a professional guide,
or for pleasure reading
A superb history of the world's people during the last four million years, beginning before the human race moved out of
Africa to explore and settle the other continents. Mr. Blainey explores the development of technology and skills, the rise
of major religions, and the role of geography, considering both the larger patterns and the individual nature of history. A
delightful read, gracefully written, and full of odd and interesting pieces of information as well as thoughtful comparisons
that span both time and space. —William L. O'Neill
“Offers a useful reminder of the role of modern science in fundamentally transforming all of our lives.” —President Barack
Obama (on Twitter) “An important book.” —Steven Pinker, The New York Times Book Review Now also a PBS
documentary series: the surprising story of how humans gained what amounts to an extra life, from the bestselling author
of How We Got to Now and Where Good Ideas Come From As a species we have doubled our life expectancy in just one
hundred years. All the advances of modern life—the medical breakthroughs, the public health institutions, the rising
standards of living—have given us each about twenty thousand extra days on average. There are few measures of human
progress more astonishing than our increased longevity. This book is Steven Johnson’s attempt to understand where
that progress came from. How many of those extra twenty thousand days came from vaccines, or the decrease in
famines, or seatbelts? What are the forces that now keep us alive longer? Behind each breakthrough lies an inspiring
story of cooperative innovation, of brilliant thinkers bolstered by strong systems of public support and collaborative
networks. But it is not enough simply to remind ourselves that progress is possible. How do we avoid decreases in life
expectancy as our public health systems face unprecedented challenges? What current technologies or interventions that
could reduce the impact of future crises are we somehow ignoring? A study in how meaningful change happens in
society, Extra Life is an ode to the enduring power of common goals and public resources. The most fundamental
progress we have experienced over the past few centuries has not come from big corporations or start-ups. It has come,
instead, from activists struggling for reform; from university-based and publicly funded scientists sharing their findings
open-source-style; and from nonprofit agencies spreading new innovations around the world.
This immensely popular, witty, and highly provocative book is changing people's attitudes about convenience, decor, and
technology in home design and furnishing. 10 black-and-white illustrations.
The first short, single-volume history of the continent - from the Dark Ages to present day - by the author of the
bestselling A Short History of England Europe is an astonishingly successful place. In this dazzling new history,
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bestselling author Simon Jenkins grippingly tells the story of its evolution from warring peoples to peace, wealth and
freedom. From Greece and Rome, through the Reformation and the French Revolution, to the Second World War and up
now, Jenkins takes in leaders including Julius Caesar, Joan of Arc, Wellington and Angela Merkel, along with cultural
figures like Aristotle, Shakespeare and Picasso. In one concise book for the very first time, Jenkins brings together the
transformative forces and dominant eras into one chronological tale - all with his insight, colour and authority. PRAISE
FOR SIMON JENKINS: 'Full of stand-out facts . . . absolutely fascinating' Richard Bacon, BBC Radio 2, on A Short
History of England 'Masterly, perhaps a masterpiece' Independent, Books of the Year on England's Thousand Best
Churches 'Jenkins is, like all good guides, more than simply informative: he can be courteous and rude, nostalgic and
funny, elegant' Adam Nicolson on England's Thousand Best Houses, Evening Standard 'Full of the good judgements one
might hope for from such a sensible and readable commentator, and they alone are worth perusing for pleasure and food
for thought' Michael Wood on A Short History of England, New Statesman 'Any passably cultured inhabitant of the British
Isles should ask for, say, three or four copies of this book' Max Hastings on England's Thousand Best Houses, Sunday
Telegraph
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