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Recent genetic data showing that Neanderthals
interbred with modern humans have made it clear
that deeper insight into the behavioral differences
between these populations will be critical to
understanding the rapid spread of modern humans
and the demise of the Neanderthals. This volume,
which brings together scholars who have worked
with faunal assemblages from Europe, the Near
East, and Africa, makes an important contribution to
our broader understanding of Neanderthal extinction
and modern human origins through its focus on
variability in human hunting behavior between
70-25,000 years ago—a critical period in the later
evolution of our species.?
This publication is a compilation of current
knowledge of the numbers, distribution and
movements of one of the most remarkable groups of
birds in the region covered by the African-Eurasian
Migratory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA). Long-term
waterbird count data have been combined with an
extensive literature review, especially published
results of bird ringing and national bird atlases, to
produce maps showing the population boundaries
that are used as a basis of the conservation of these
species. The maps are supported by informative
species accounts that highlight the movements,
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population status and conservation of waders in the
AEWA region.
Volume 2 covers: Albania, Andora, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Bosnia, and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus,
France, Georgia, Gibraltar, Greece, Hungary, Italy,
Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Portugal, Azores, Madeira,
Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine, Yugoslavia.
Given their roles in the ecosystem, raptors are widely
considered the flagship or umbrella species among birds.
Most species undertake a seasonal journey that is
impressive because of the length, and the imposing
natural barriers such as deserts and seas that they fly
over. The migration of birds of prey has unique
characteristics in the animal world because of their
morphology and flight style. The flying path of AfroPalearctic migrants between breeding and wintering
grounds is determined by several factors such as
morphology of the birds, geography, behavioural
adaptations. The book analyses the migration patterns of
raptors along the Afro-Palearctic migratory system, and
summarizes the recent research on these top predator
species. Behavioural adaptations such as the importance
of social interactions and the modulation of the different
flight styles as well as ecological interactions with the
encountered environment and weather conditions en
route are described in the book. Moreover, the impact of
climate change on the migratory behaviour and key
conservation issues are discussed. The book provides
an overview of the migratory characteristics and flyway
patterns of all European raptors species and also some
Asian ones. These chapters have been written by some
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of the most important raptor specialists, giving a
complete picture of the different migration strategies on
the basis of both traditional methods and new
technologies.
A common sight around the more northerly shores of the
British Isles, the Common Eider is the largest duck in the
northern hemisphere. The eider is particularly well adapted to
cold-water environments; the insulating properties of eider
down are iconic. The species is taxonomically interesting,
with a range of well-marked subspecies reflecting the patterns
of ice coverage during ancient glaciations, and these ducks
have also provided the focus for a number of important
behavioural studies, especially on feeding ecology and
energy budgets. Eiders have a long association with humans,
and have deep cultural significance in many societies.
However, modern lifestyles are exposing these ducks to a
wide range of new pressures. This monograph provides a
comprehensive portrait of the Common Eider; authors Chris
Waltho and John Coulson bring together an extensive and
diverse international literature, with sections on taxonomy,
habitats, breeding biology, population dynamics, diet and
foraging, dispersal and migration, and conservation.
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