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Auschwitz The Nazis The Final Solution
This vivid and harrowing narrative history of the most notorious concentration camp of the Holocaust preserves the authentic voices of
survivors and perpetrators The largest mass murder in human history took place in World War II at Auschwitz. Yet its story is not fully known.
In Auschwitz, Laurence Rees reveals new insights from more than 100 original interviews with survivors and Nazi perpetrators who speak on
the record for the first time. Their testimonies provide a portrait of the inner workings of the camp in unrivalled detail-from the techniques of
mass murder, to the politics and gossip mill that turned between guards and prisoners, to the on-camp brothel in which the lines between
those guards and prisoners became surprisingly blurred. Rees examines the strategic decisions that led the Hitler and Himmler to make
Auschwitz the primary site for the extinction of Europe's Jews-their "Final Solution." He concludes that many of the horrors that were
perpetrated in Auschwitz were the result of a terrible immoral pragmatism. The story of the camp becomes a morality tale, too, in which evil is
shown to proceed in a series of deft, almost noiseless incremental steps until it produces the overwhelming horror of the industrial scale
slaughter that was inflicted in the gas chambers of Auschwitz.
Marcel Tenenbaum is a child survivor of the Holocaust and lived through the German occupation of Belgium between May 1940 and
September 1944. After completing grade 1, he went into hiding in 1942 when the Nazis started deporting Jews to the Auschwitz concentration
camp in Poland. His parents were denounced to the Nazis in 1944. He arrived at the Malines gathering camp seventy-two hours after the last
train for Auschwitz departed from Belgium. He was a prisoner for one month and was liberated by British and Canadian troops. He and his
parents emigrated from Belgium in 1951 and settled in Montral, Canada.
Photographs and explanatory notes document America's intervention in Vietnam, examining the destruction of the Vietnamese people and
their environment.
The camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau were an important part of the Nazis' final solution to the Jewish question. Over one million people were
murdered in its gas chambers and tens of thousands of prisoners were worked to death in the nearby sub-camps. Others were held in the
quarantine area before they were deported to work in the Third Reich.This is the story of the development of Auschwitz from a Polish prison
camp into a concentration camp, and a thorough account of the building of Birkenau and the gas chambers, which grew into industrial killing
machines. Rawson relates what life was like for prisoners, revealing where the unsuspecting new arrivals came from and how they were
greeted at the camp with the humiliating selection process; how many were tricked into entering the gas chambers, while others were
stripped of their identity and put to work; how prisoners struggled to survive on a poor diet and no health care; how they faced a grinding daily
routine with frequent punishments; and how the camps were organized from the commandants, their assistants and the guards, to the kapos
and stuben who supervised work parties and the barracks. He details how a few brave souls tried to resist, how even fewer made a break for
freedom and the heartbreaking story of liberation and life afterwards. There are instructions on how to get to nearby Krakow an ideal base
and Auschwitz-Birkenau. Information on how best to spend your time there is also included, making this an invaluable book that is both a
vivid account of life in the concentration camps and an essential guide for visitors who want to explore the past of this notorious site.
"... Frightening."---Timothy Flack, formerly of Stars & Stripes -World War II Auschwitz Auschwitz is a monument to the barbaric inhumanity of the Nazi regime. It is the site where more than one million
people were systematically tortured and killed in support of Adolf Hitler's determination to eradicate entire populations that he viewed as
racially impure. Dr. Josef Mengele conducted horrific experiments on live victims, treating his subjects as if they weren't human. The Jews,
homosexuals, Communists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and the mentally and physically disabled were less than human to the Nazis. The "Final
Solution," a cornerstone of Nazi ideology, enacted a devastating sentence upon people whose only crime was their ethnic origin or their
religious and political beliefs. But the voices of Auschwitz continue to be heard. Anne Frank's diary speaks for all the innocent who were sent
there. Elie Wiesel spent his life speaking out against the horrors he and others endured at Auschwitz. The recorded histories of the survivors
of the camps keep the memories alive for generations whose only knowledge of the Holocaust would otherwise be through a school
assignment to read The Diary of Anne Frank or by watching a movie like Schindler's List. Auschwitz holds a bizarre fascination for those who
hear about it; how could such evil thrive? How could an entire nation surrender to the rantings of a diabolical man who sought revenge
against the followers of a religion? The names reverberate in a gallery of maniacs who purported to be leaders: Hitler, Goebbels, Mengele,
Goering, Himmler, and the countless others who supported them. Inside you will read about... - Adolf Hitler and the Preservation of the Aryan
Race - The Nazis in Charge - The Final Solution to the Jewish Question - The Angel of Death - Life in Auschwitz - Liberation and Judgment
And much more! Germany today is staunch in its refusal to allow Nazism to thrive. The nation that built Auschwitz and employed its Final
Solution is now the country that has enacted legislation to prevent the Holocaust from being repeated. But hatred is contagious. As Martin
Luther King, Jr. once observed, Adolf Hitler operated within the law when he committed his vile acts. They were laws that he created. Evil can
triumph if people allow it to do so. Today, Auschwitz is a museum where people can see for themselves the terrible extent to which humanity
can hate. But Auschwitz is also a warning to subsequent generations. Do not be fooled into thinking that any ethnic group, any nation, any
religion is safe. When demagoguery and prejudice are allowed to legislate their evil, genocide becomes a solution to a problem rather than an
unthinkable act. It happened once; it can happen again. The survivors and the victims alike want their story to be told, lest we forget.
This book provides a chronological account of the Auschwitz concentration camp from the camp's beginning to its liberation in January 1945,
and beyond. Chris Webb balances the sufferings of the victims and the actions, characters, and fates of the perpetrators to give a thorough
overview of all aspects of Auschwitz and its many satellite camps.
A powerful chronicle of the women who used their sewing skills to survive the Holocaust, stitching beautiful clothes at an extraordinary
fashion workshop created within one of the most notorious WWII death camps. At the height of the Holocaust twenty-five young inmates of
the infamous Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp—mainly Jewish women and girls—were selected to design, cut, and sew beautiful
fashions for elite Nazi women in a dedicated salon. It was work that they hoped would spare them from the gas chambers. This fashion
workshop—called the Upper Tailoring Studio—was established by Hedwig Höss, the camp commandant’s wife, and patronized by the wives of
SS guards and officers. Here, the dressmakers produced high-quality garments for SS social functions in Auschwitz, and for ladies from Nazi
Berlin’s upper crust. Drawing on diverse sources—including interviews with the last surviving seamstress—The Dressmakers of Auschwitz
follows the fates of these brave women. Their bonds of family and friendship not only helped them endure persecution, but also to play their
part in camp resistance. Weaving the dressmakers’ remarkable experiences within the context of Nazi policies for plunder and exploitation,
historian Lucy Adlington exposes the greed, cruelty, and hypocrisy of the Third Reich and offers a fresh look at a little-known chapter of World
War II and the Holocaust.

The Nazis' Last Victims articulates and historically scrutinizes both the uniqueness and the universality of the Holocaust
in Hungary, a topic often minimized in general works on the Holocaust. The result of the 1994 conference at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum on the fiftieth anniversary of the deportation of Hungarian Jewry, this anthology
examines the effects on Hungary as the last country to be invaded by the Germans. The Nazis' Last Victims questions
what Hungarians knew of their impending fate and examines the heightened sense of tension and haunting drama in
Hungary, where the largest single killing process of the Holocaust period occurred in the shortest amount of time.
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Through the combination of two vital components of history writing—the analytical and the recollective—The Nazis' Last
Victims probes the destruction of the last remnant of European Jewry in the Holocaust.
n June 1944, Freda Wineman and her family arrived at Auschwitz-Birkenau, the infamous Nazi concentration and death
camp. After a cursory look from an SS doctor, Freda's life was spared and her mother was sent to the gas chambers.
Freda only survived because the Allies won the war -- the Nazis ultimately wanted every Jew to die. Her mother was one
of millions who lost their lives because of a racist regime that believed that some human beings simply did not deserve to
live -- not because of what they had done, but because of who they were. Laurence Rees has spent twenty-five years
meeting the survivors and perpetrators of the Third Reich and the Holocaust. In this sweeping history, he combines this
testimony with the latest academic research to investigate how history's greatest crime was possible. Rees argues that
while hatred of the Jews was at the epicenter of Nazi thinking, we cannot fully understand the Holocaust without
considering Nazi plans to kill millions of non-Jews as well. He also reveals that there was no single overarching blueprint
for the Holocaust. Instead, a series of escalations compounded into the horror. Though Hitler was most responsible for
what happened, the blame is widespread, Rees reminds us, and the effects are enduring. The Holocaust: A New History
is an accessible yet authoritative account of this terrible crime. A chronological, intensely readable narrative, this is a
compelling exposition of humanity's darkest moment.
Adolf Hitler was an unlikely leader âe" fuelled by hate, incapable of forming normal human relationships, unwilling to
debate political issues âe" and yet he commanded enormous support. So how was it possible that Hitler became such an
attractive figure to millions of people? That is the important question at the core of Laurence Reesâe(tm) new book. The
Holocaust, the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union, the outbreak of the Second World War âe" all these cataclysmic events
and more can be laid at Hitlerâe(tm)s door. Hitler was a war criminal arguably without precedent in the history of the
world. Yet, as many who knew him confirm, Hitler was still able to exert a powerful influence over the people who
encountered him. In this fascinating book to accompany his new BBC series, the acclaimed historian and documentary
maker Laurence Rees examines the nature of Hitlerâe(tm)s appeal, and reveals the role Hitlerâe(tm)s supposed
âe~charismaâe(tm) played in his success. Reesâe(tm) previous work has explored the inner workings of the Nazi state in
The Nazis: A Warning from History and the crimes they committed in Auschwitz: The Nazis and the Final Solution. The
Charisma of Adolf Hitler is a natural culmination of twenty years of writing and research on the Third Reich, and a
remarkable examination of the man and the mind at the heart of it all.
Probing the culpability of Adolf Hitler regarding the Holocaust, this study asserts that the Fuhrer personally designed and
ordered the extermination of the Jewish people--the Final Solution carried out by Himmler and the SS
AuschwitzA New HistoryPublic Affairs
This inspiring book examines the often incredible and nearly always tragic examples of Jewish resistance in ghettos and
concentration camps during the Nazis ‘Final Solution. It shows that the Warsaw Uprising in Poland during April to May
1944 was not the only occasion of defiant opposition. Throughout the Nazis extermination programme Jews and other
prisoners fought back against their murderers, often with stunning results. The Germans were nearly always taken by
surprise by the sudden emergence of armed Jewish resistance and often paid dearly. This happened in ghettos and
concentration campos (including Treblinka, Auschwitz, Syrels and Sobibor) throughout Poland and the Ukraine. Some
Jews tried to stop the machinery of the Holocaust by rising up and destroying the gas chambers while others bravely tried
to take over an extermination camp and escape en masse. In virtually every case the brave men and women who
volunteered to fight back paid with their lives. Importantly these men and women are not just portrayed as victims but
also as brave and resourceful fighters and resisters against their tragic fate. These are stories that are uplifting, inspiring
and often profoundly moving.
Blatman writes about the end phase of the German concentration camp system when the Nazis, realizing that they were
losing the war, were faced with the enormous problem of what to do with the people being held captive. As these camps
were being evacuated, the collapse of the front in Poland and the advance of the Red Army generated frantic waves of
flight and the evacuation of millions of civilians and soldiers. The panicky retreat created conditions under which
prisoners were murdered in horrific death marches. Gas chambers in faraway camps were no longer in use, and now the
slaughters took place on the very doorsteps of ordinary German civilians' homes and in the streets German and Austrian
towns. Unknown numbers of ordinary civilians across the dissolving Reich, fearing for the fate of their families and
property, participated in the lethal eruption of violence. The book is divided into two sections. The first part provides an
detailed overview of the camp system and a thorough chronological treatment of the camp evacuations during the winter
of 1944-45 and the spring of 1945. The second part is a case study of the atrocity in the German town of Gardelegen
where over 1000 prisoners were murdered, along with about 400 in the surrounding villages. This event serves as a
focused example of the breakdown of the evacuation plans at the end of the war.
The Final Solution clarifies the key questions surrounding the attempt by the Nazis to exterminate the Jews. Drawing on
important new research, these authoritative essays focus on the preconditions and antecedents for the 'Final Solution'
and examine the immediate origins of the genocidal decision. Contributors also examine the responses of peoples and
governments in Germany, occupied Europe, the USA and among Jews worldwide. The controversial conversions of this
study challenge many of our accepted ideas about the period.
In this compelling book, highly acclaimed author and broadcaster Laurence Rees tells the definitive history of the most notorious Nazi
institution of them all. We discover how Auschwitz evolved from a concentration camp for Polish political prisoners into the site of the largest
mass murder in history - part death camp, part concentration camp, where around a million Jews were killed. Auschwitz examines the
mentality and motivations of the key Nazi decision makers, and perpetrators of appalling crimes speak here for the first time about their
actions. Fascinating and disturbing facts have been uncovered - from the operation of a brothel to the corruption that was rife throughout the
camp. The book draws on intriguing new documentary material from recently opened Russian archives, which will challenge many previously
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accepted arguments. This is the story of murder, brutality, courage, escape and survival, and a powerful account of how human tragedy of
such immense scale could have happened.
Seventy years have passed since the tortured inmates of Hitler’s concentration and extermination camps were liberated. When the horror of
the atrocities came fully to light, it was easy for others to imagine the joyful relief of freed prisoners. Yet for those who had survived the
unimaginable, the experience of liberation was a slow, grueling journey back to life. In this unprecedented inquiry into the days, months, and
years following the arrival of Allied forces at the Nazi camps, a foremost historian of the Holocaust draws on archival sources and especially
on eyewitness testimonies to reveal the complex challenges liberated victims faced and the daunting tasks their liberators undertook to help
them reclaim their shattered lives. Historian Dan Stone focuses on the survivors—their feelings of guilt, exhaustion, fear, shame for having
survived, and devastating grief for lost family members; their immense medical problems; and their later demands to be released from
Displaced Persons camps and resettled in countries of their own choosing. Stone also tracks the efforts of British, American, Canadian, and
Russian liberators as they contended with survivors’ immediate needs, then grappled with longer-term issues that shaped the postwar world
and ushered in the first chill of the Cold War years ahead.
The award-winning author of Hitler's Prisons presents an unprecedented, integrated account of the Nazi concentration camps from their
inception in 1933 through their demise in the spring of 1945.
Following the success of Rees' bestselling Auschwitz, this substantially revised and updated edition of The Nazis - A Warning from History
tells the powerfully gripping story of the rise and fall of the Third Reich. During a 16-year period, acclaimed author and documentary-maker
Laurence Rees met and interviewed a large number of former Nazis, and his unique insights into the Nazi psyche and World War 2 received
enormous praise. At the heart of the book lies compelling eyewitness accounts of life under Adolf Hitler, spoken through the words of those
who experienced the Nazi regime at every level of society. An extensive new section on the Nazi/Soviet war (previously published in Rees'
War of the Century) provides a chilling insight into Nazi mentality during the most bloody conflict in history. Described as one of the greatest
documentary series of all times The Nazis - A Warning from History won a host of awards, including a BAFTA and an International
Documentary Award.
This groundbreaking international bestseller lays to rest many myths about the Holocaust: that Germans were ignorant of the mass
destruction of Jews, that the killers were all SS men, and that those who slaughtered Jews did so reluctantly. Hitler's Willing Executioners
provides conclusive evidence that the extermination of European Jewry engaged the energies and enthusiasm of tens of thousands of
ordinary Germans. Goldhagen reconstructs the climate of "eliminationist anti-Semitism" that made Hitler's pursuit of his genocidal goals
possible and the radical persecution of the Jews during the 1930s popular. Drawing on a wealth of unused archival materials, principally the
testimony of the killers themselves, Goldhagen takes us into the killing fields where Germans voluntarily hunted Jews like animals, tortured
them wantonly, and then posed cheerfully for snapshots with their victims. From mobile killing units, to the camps, to the death marches,
Goldhagen shows how ordinary Germans, nurtured in a society where Jews were seen as unalterable evil and dangerous, willingly followed
their beliefs to their logical conclusion. "Hitler's Willing Executioner's is an original, indeed brilliant contribution to the...literature on the
Holocaust."--New York Review of Books "The most important book ever published about the Holocaust...Eloquently written, meticulously
documented, impassioned...A model of moral and scholarly integrity."--Philadelphia Inquirer
Profiles 166 men and women who struggled to save Jews from German aggression during World War II, and includes brief biographies of
major Nazi figures
Insights gleaned from more than one hundred original interviews shed new light on history's most notorious death camp, with the testimonies
of survivors providing a detailed portrait of the camp's inner workings.
"The exhibition Auschwitz: Not Long Ago. Not Far Away. uses 600 original objects, 400 images, and 10 stories to provide a comprehensive
history of Auschwitz concentration camp and the role it played in the Holocaust. The catalog of Auschwitz: Not Long Ago. Not Far Away. is
not only a valuable document of this unprecedented exhibition, but one of the best books for the general readers on the history of Auschwitz,
where 1.1 million people - mostly Jews, but also non-Jewish Poles, Roma, and others - lost their lives"--

The Holocaust is without doubt one of the most abhorrent and despicable events not only of the Second World War, but of the
twentieth century. What makes it even more staggering is that it was not perpetrated by just one individual, but by thousands of
men and women who had become part of the Nazi ideology and belief that Jews were responsible for all of their woes. This book
looks at the build up to the Second World War, from the time of Hitler's appointment as Chancellor of Germany in January 1933,
as the Nazi Party rose to power in a country that was still struggling to recover politically, socially and financially from the aftermath
of the First World War, whilst at the same time, through the enactment of a number of laws, making life extremely difficult for
German Jews. Some saw the dangers ahead for Jews in Germany and did their best to get out, some managed to do so, but
millions more did not. The book then moves on to look at a wartime Nazi Germany and how the dislike of the Jews had gone from
painting the star of David on shop windows, to their mass murder in the thousands of concentration camps that were scattered
throughout Germany. As well as the camps, it looks at some of those who were culpable for the atrocities that were carried out in
the name of Nazism. Not all those who were murdered lost their lives in concentration camps. Some were killed in massacres,
some in ghettos and some by the feared and hated Einsatzgruppen.
One family’s inspiring true story of love, escape, and survival "An uplifting tale, suffused with a karmic righteousness that is, at
times, exhilarating." —Wall Street Journal "A gripping narrative that reads like a page turning thriller novel." —NPR In the summer of
1942, the Rabinowitz family narrowly escaped the Nazi ghetto in their Polish town by fleeing to the forbidding Bialowieza Forest.
They miraculously survived two years in the woods—through brutal winters, Typhus outbreaks, and merciless Nazi raids—until they
were liberated by the Red Army in 1944. After the war they trekked across the Alps into Italy where they settled as refugees before
eventually immigrating to the United States. During the first ghetto massacre, Miriam Rabinowitz rescued a young boy named
Philip by pretending he was her son. Nearly a decade later, a chance encounter at a wedding in Brooklyn would lead Philip to find
the woman who saved him. And to discover her daughter Ruth was the love of his life. From a little-known chapter of Holocaust
history, one family’s inspiring true story.
Few places in the world carry as heavy a burden of history as Auschwitz. Recognized and remembered as the most prominent site
of Nazi crimes, Auschwitz has had tremendous symbolic weight in the postwar world. Auschwitz, Poland, and the Politics of
Commemoration is a history of the Auschwitz memorial site in the years of the Polish People's Republic. Since 1945, Auschwitz
has functioned as a memorial and museum. Its monuments, exhibitions, and public spaces have attracted politicians, pilgrims, and
countless participants in public demonstrations and commemorative events. Jonathan Huener's study begins with the liberation of
the camp and traces the history of the State Museum at Auschwitz from its origins immediately after the war until the 1980s,
analyzing the landscape, exhibitions, and public events at the site. Based on extensive research and illustrated with archival
photographs, Auschwitz, Poland, and the Politics of Commemoration accounts for the development and durability of a Polish
commemorative idiom at Auschwitz. Emphasis on Polish national “martyrdom” at Auschwitz, neglect of the Shoah as the most
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prominent element of the camp's history, political instrumentalization of the grounds and exhibitions—these were some of the more
controversial aspects of the camp's postwar landscape. Professor Huener locates these and other public manifestations of
memory at Auschwitz in the broad scope of Polish history, in the specific context of postwar Polish politics and culture, and against
the background of Polish-Jewish relations. Auschwitz, Poland, and the Politics of Commemoration will be of interest to scholars,
students, and general readers of the history of modern Poland and the Holocaust.
A história da macabra instituição nazi, escrita após o autor ter entrevistado vários guardas prisionais e sobretudo sobreviventes.
Relato do horror e da morte de 1.1 milhões de pessoas em Auschwitz. O autor incluiu centenas de entrevistas a sobreviventes e
aos seus carrascos nazis que, pela primeira vez, falam das suas experiências. Este livro inclui fotografias.
This volume presents a comprehensive, multifaceted picture both of the destructive dynamic of the Nazi leadership and of the
attitudes and behavior of ordinary Germans as the persecution of the Jews spiraled into total genocide.
David Cesarani’s Final Solution is a magisterial work of history that chronicles the fate of Europe’s Jews. Based on decades of
scholarship, documentation newly available from the opening of Soviet archives, declassification of Western intelligence service
records, as well as diaries and reports written in the camps, Cesarani provides a sweeping reappraisal that challenges accepted
explanations for the anti-Jewish politics of Nazi Germany and the inevitability of the “final solution.” The persecution of the Jews,
as Cesarani sees it, was not always the Nazis’ central preoccupation, nor was it inevitable. He shows how, in German-occupied
countries, it unfolded erratically, often due to local initiatives. For Cesarani, war was critical to the Jewish fate. Military failure
denied the Germans opportunities to expel Jews into a distant territory and created a crisis of resources that led to the starvation
of the ghettos and intensified anti-Jewish measures. Looking at the historical record, he disputes the iconic role of railways and
deportation trains. From prisoner diaries, he exposes the extent of sexual violence and abuse of Jewish women and follows the
journey of some Jewish prisoners to displaced persons camps. David Cesarani’s Final Solution is the new standard chronicle of
the fate of a heroic people caught in the hell that was Hitler’s Germany.
Adolf Hitler's henchmen Reinhard Heydrich, Heinrich Himmler, and Adolf Eichmann were involved in planning and implementing
the Final Solution, the euphemism for the genocide of Jews and mass murder of other non-Germans across Europe during World
War II. This cogent narrative provides readers with the background of the Nazis' poisonous ideology, their rise to power, the
brutality of Hitler's dictatorship, and the architects of the Holocaust. The International Military Tribunal, convened in Nuremberg in
1945, and the final reckoning for those who carried out these unspeakable crimes and others who were guilty of "the banality of
evil" are also considered.
The shocking account of how a unit of average middle-aged Germans became the cold-blooded murderers of tens of thousands of
Jews.
Written in Auschwitz itself and translated for the first time ever into English, this one-of-a-kind, minute-by-minute true account is a
crucial historical testament to a Holocaust survivor's fight for his life at the largest extermination camp in Nazi Germany. "We know
that there is only one ending to this, only one liberation from this barbed wire hell: death." -- Eddy de Wind In 1943, amidst the start
of German occupation, Eddy de Wind worked as a doctor at Westerbork, a Dutch transit camp. His mother had been taken to this
camp by Nazis but Eddy was assured by the Jewish Council she would be freed in exchange for his labor. He later found out she'd
already been transferred to Auschwitz. While at Westerbork, he fell in love with a woman named Friedel and they married. One
year later, they were transported to Auschwitz. Upon arrival, Friedel and Eddy were separated -- Eddy forced to work as a medical
assistant in one barrack, Friedel at the mercy of Nazi experimentation in a nearby block. Sneaking moments with his beloved and
communicating whenever they could, Eddy longed for the day he could be free with Friedel . . . Written in the camp itself in the
weeks following the Red Army's liberation of the camp, Last Stop Auschwitz is the raw, true account of Eddy's experiences at
Auschwitz. In stunningly poetic prose, he provides unparalleled access to the horrors he faced in the concentration camp.
Including photos from Eddy's life before, during, and after the Holocaust, this poignant memoir is at once a moving love story, a
detailed portrayal of the atrocities of Auschwitz, and an intelligent consideration of the kind of behavior -- both good and evil -people are capable of. Never before published in English, this book is a vital and enduring document: a testament to the strength
of the human spirit, and a warning against the depths we can sink to when prejudice is given power.
Collects and analyzes seventy years of communist crimes that offer details on Kim Sung's Korea, Vietnam under "Uncle Ho," and
Cuba under Castro.
A single photograph—an exceptionally rare “action shot” documenting the horrific final moment of the murder of a family—drives a
riveting process of discovery for a gifted Holocaust scholar In 2009, the acclaimed author of Hitler’s Furies was shown a
photograph just brought to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. The documentation of the Holocaust is vast, but there
are virtually no images of a Jewish family at the actual moment of murder, in this case by German officials and Ukrainian
collaborators. A Ukrainian shooter’s rifle is inches from a woman's head, obscured in a cloud of smoke. She is bending forward,
holding the hand of a barefooted little boy. And—only one of the shocking revelations of Wendy Lower’s brilliant ten-year
investigation of this image—the shins of another child, slipping from the woman’s lap. Wendy Lower’s forensic and archival
detective work—in Ukraine, Germany, Slovakia, Israel, and the United States—recovers astonishing layers of detail concerning the
open-air massacres in Ukraine. The identities of mother and children, of the killers—and, remarkably, of the Slovakian photographer
who openly took the image, as a secret act of resistance—are dramatically uncovered. Finally, in the hands of this brilliant
exceptional scholar, a single image unlocks a new understanding of the place of the family unit in the ideology of Nazi genocide.
This groundbreaking work is the most detailed, carefully researched, and comprehensive analysis of the evolution of Nazi policy
from the persecution and "ethnic cleansing" of Jews in 1939 to the Final Solution of the Holocaust in 1942.
The #1 International Bestseller & New York Times Bestseller This beautiful, illuminating tale of hope and courage is based on
interviews that were conducted with Holocaust survivor and Auschwitz-Birkenau tattooist Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov—an unforgettable
love story in the midst of atrocity. “The Tattooist of Auschwitz is an extraordinary document, a story about the extremes of human
behavior existing side by side: calculated brutality alongside impulsive and selfless acts of love. I find it hard to imagine anyone
who would not be drawn in, confronted and moved. I would recommend it unreservedly to anyone, whether they’d read a hundred
Holocaust stories or none.”—Graeme Simsion, internationally-bestselling author of The Rosie Project In April 1942, Lale Sokolov, a
Slovakian Jew, is forcibly transported to the concentration camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau. When his captors discover that he
speaks several languages, he is put to work as a Tätowierer (the German word for tattooist), tasked with permanently marking his
fellow prisoners. Imprisoned for over two and a half years, Lale witnesses horrific atrocities and barbarism—but also incredible acts
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of bravery and compassion. Risking his own life, he uses his privileged position to exchange jewels and money from murdered
Jews for food to keep his fellow prisoners alive. One day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, comforts a trembling young woman
waiting in line to have the number 34902 tattooed onto her arm. Her name is Gita, and in that first encounter, Lale vows to
somehow survive the camp and marry her. A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-creation of Lale Sokolov's experiences as
the man who tattooed the arms of thousands of prisoners with what would become one of the most potent symbols of the
Holocaust, The Tattooist of Auschwitz is also a testament to the endurance of love and humanity under the darkest possible
conditions.
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