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Bad Boy Walter Dean Myers
Your first love is totally wrong for you. Do you follow your heart? Or do you run
away? Junice What am I doing? He’ll take one quick look And wish he was
anywhere else but here I’m already ashamed of what I think He will think of me,
of the life I lead Damien Yes, she is the fruit that will Sustain me and yes, she
brings A rain that I know can chill But it is a rain so sweet and sings A song my
soul insists That I follow, if I would exist As more than I have ever, ever been If
my mother calls it evil, then I embrace the sin
New York Times bestselling author and Printz Award winner Walter Dean Myers
once again connects with teenagers everywhere in Darius & Twig, a novel about
friendship and needing to live one's own dream. This touching and raw teen
novel from the author of Monster, Kick, We Are America, Bad Boy, and many
other celebrated literary works for children and teens is a Coretta Scott King
Honor Book. Darius and Twig are an unlikely pair: Darius is a writer whose only
escape is his alter ego, a peregrine falcon named Fury, and Twig is a middledistance runner striving for athletic success. But they are drawn together in the
struggle to overcome the obstacles that life in Harlem throws at them. The two
friends must face down bullies, an abusive uncle, and the idea that they'll be
stuck in the same place forever. Maria Russo, writing in the New York Times,
included Darius & Twig on her list of "great kids' books with diverse characters."
She commented: "The late Myers, one of the greats and a champion of diversity
in children’s books well before the cause got mainstream attention, is at his
elegant, heartfelt best in this 2013 novel. It’s about two friends growing up in
Harlem, one a writer, one an athlete, facing daily challenges and trying to dream
of a brighter future."
New York Times bestselling author Walter Dean Myers traveled back to his roots
in this memoir that is gripping, funny, and ultimately unforgettable. Don’t miss
this memoir by a former National Ambassador of Books for Young People! As a
boy, Myers was quick-tempered and physically strong, always ready for a fight.
He also read voraciously—he would check out books from the library and carry
them home, hidden in brown paper bags in order to avoid other boys' teasing. He
aspired to be a writer (and he eventually succeeded). But as his hope for a
successful future diminished, the values he had been taught at home, in school,
and in his community seemed worthless, and he turned to the streets and to his
books for comfort. Here, in his own words, is the story of one of the most
important voices of our time.
An exciting, eye-catching repackage of acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers'
bestselling paperbacks, to coincide with the publication of SUNRISE OVER
FALLUJA in hardcover. Seventeen-year-old Greg "Slam" Harris can do it all on
the basketball court. He's seen ballplayers come and go, and he knows he could
be one of the lucky ones. Maybe he'll make it to the top. Or maybe he'll stumble
along the way. Slam's grades aren't that hot. And when his teachers jam his
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troubles in his face, he blows up. Slam never doubted himself on the court until
he found himself going one-on-one with his own future, and he didn't have the
ball.
Vietnam. A young American soldier waits for his enemy, rifle in hand, finger on
the trigger. He is afraid to move and yet afraid not to move. Gunshots crackle in
the still air. The soldier fires blindly into the distant trees at an unseen enemy. He
crouches and waits -- heart pounding, tense and trembling, biting back tears.
When will it all be over? Walter Dean Myers joined the army on his seventeeth
birthday, at the onset of American involvement in Vietnam, but it was the death of
his brother in 1968 that forever changed his mind about war. In a gripping and
powerful story-poem, the award-winning author takes readers into the heart and
mind of a young soldier in an alien land who comes face-to-face with the enemy.
Strikingly illustrated with evocative and emotionally wrenching collages by
Caldecott Honor artist Ann Grifalconi, this unforgettable portrait captures one
American G.L's haunting experience.
They were bad. Oh yes, those boys were real bad. On the run again, wolves
Willy and Wally have the perfect plan. Cleverly disguised in womanly wool-wear,
they slip into the sheep flock -- a hide-out "on the lam." A foolproof plan indeed . .
. especially for securing a lamb chop or two. But when those bad boys -- rather,
Willimina and Wallanda -- meet their match in the form of three savvy sheep, the
truth is only a close shave away. Margie Palatini and Henry Cole, the team
behind the hilarious moosetache and mooseltoe, have created a madcap fairytale read-aloud sure to entertain young readers.
When I first got to Progress, it freaked me out to be locked in a room and unable
to get out. But after a while, when you got to thinking about it, you knew nobody
could get in, either. It seems as if the only progress that's going on at Progress
juvenile facility is moving from juvy jail to real jail. Reese wants out early, but is
he supposed to just sit back and let his friend Toon get jumped? Then Reese
gets a second chance when he's picked for the work program at a senior citizens'
home. He doesn't mean to keep messing up, but it's not so easy, at Progress or
in life. One of the residents, Mr. Hooft, gives him a particularly hard time. If he
can convince Mr. Hooft that he's a decent person, not a criminal, maybe he'll be
able to convince himself. Acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers offers an honest
story about finding a way to make it without getting lost in the shuffle.
Life in Harlem isn't easy, but Tippy and his grandmother are doing okay. Then
Grandma Carrie gets sick, and Tippy goes to live with Lonnie, his father. Lonnie's
got his own thing going on, and he doesn't have much room in his life for a son
he barely knows -- unless, that is, Tippy is willing to walk the far side of the fine
line between right and wrong. Grandma Carrie always said if he had Jesus in his
heart there wasn't anything to worry about, but sometimes it's not that simple.
When the chips are down, will Tippy be able to call for help -- and is there anyone
out there who will listen?
Bad BoyA MemoirHarper Collins
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Follows five generations of an African-American family, from the capture and enslavement of
the first ancestor, through the Civil War and the end of segregation, to a troubled cousin's
reunion with his family. An ALA Best Book for Young Adults. Reissue.
"Dion Graham's confident, enthusiastic narration powerfully depicts a young African-American
boy who is beginning to identify who he is in the world. Quincy Tyler Bernstine adds a dynamic
array of female voices. No detail is overlooked in this production.... Realistic sound effects link
the audio to the pictures and reflect the story's urban setting."-AudioFile
A Lesson Before Dying, is set in a small Cajun community in the late 1940s. Jefferson, a young
black man, is an unwitting party to a liquor store shoot out in which three men are killed; the
only survivor, he is convicted of murder and sentenced to death
Fifteen interrelated stories explore different aspects of love, such as a dying father's
determination to help start a family business--a beauty salon--and the relationship of two teens
who plan to remain celibate until they marry. Reprint.
Jimmy McClean is a Lakota boy—though you wouldn’t guess it by his name: his father is part
white and part Lakota, and his mother is Lakota. When he embarks on a journey with his
grandfather, Nyles High Eagle, he learns more and more about his Lakota heritage—in
particular, the story of Crazy Horse, one of the most important figures in Lakota and American
history. Drawing references and inspiration from the oral stories of the Lakota tradition,
celebrated author Joseph Marshall III juxtaposes the contemporary story of Jimmy with an
insider’s perspective on the life of Tasunke Witko, better known as Crazy Horse (c.
1840–1877). The book follows the heroic deeds of the Lakota leader who took up arms against
the US federal government to fight against encroachments on the territories and way of life of
the Lakota people, including leading a war party to victory at the Battle of the Little Bighorn.
Along with Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse was the last of the Lakota to surrender his people to the
US army. Through his grandfather’s tales about the famous warrior, Jimmy learns more about
his Lakota heritage and, ultimately, himself. American Indian Youth Literature Award
Stuff doesn't know anyone when he first moves to 116th Street. But all of that changes when
he meets Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Gloria. Stuff and the gang grow close that eventful year,
and nothing is ever like it again. That's the year modern science gets them all in jail; Stuff falls
in love and is unfaithful; and Cool Clyde and Fast Sam win the dance contest-almost.
An ALA-YALSA Best Book for Young Adults New Bonus Content: -Q&A with Walter Dean
Myers -Q&A with screenwriter John Ballard -Teaser chapter from On a Clear Day -Excerpt
from 145th Street All eyes are on seventeen-year-old Lonnie Jackson while he practices with
his team for a city-wide basketball Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie
has what it takes to be a pro basketball player, but warns him about giving in to the pressure.
Cal knows because he, too, once had the chance—but sold out. As the tournament nears,
Lonnie learns that some heavy bettors want Cal to keep him on the bench so that the team will
lose the championship. As the last seconds of the game tick away, Lonnie and Cal must make
a decision. Are they willing to blow the chance of a lifetime?

Mailee and Cara take care of each other. Mailee is the star of the high school plays;
Cara is the stage manager. Mailee can't keep her life together; Cara has enough
organizational skills for the both of them.So when the girls are invited to visit the Haven,
a commune in the mountains near their suburban Montana homes, it seems like an
adventure. Until Cara starts spending every waking minute there ... and Mailee thinks
it's creepy, almost like a cult. When Cara decides she's going to move to the Haven
permanently, Mailee knows it's a bad idea. But how far will she go to save her best
friend ... from herself?
Now a Netflix film starring and directed by Chiwetel Ejiofor, this is a gripping memoir of
survival and perseverance about the heroic young inventor who brought electricity to
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his Malawian village. When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village
in Malawi, his family lost all of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and
nothing to sell. William began to explore science books in his village library, looking for
a solution. There, he came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever:
he could build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's
windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his family pump the water they
needed to farm the land. Retold for a younger audience, this exciting memoir shows
how, even in a desperate situation, one boy's brilliant idea can light up the world.
Complete with photographs, illustrations, and an epilogue that will bring readers up to
date on William's story, this is the perfect edition to read and share with the whole
family.
Drew, a high school senior, dreams that basketball will lift him up and out of his difficult
life in the neighborhood, but struggles when his coach adds a new white player to the
roster and starts making changes to the team.
Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers is a young adult novel about seventeen-year-old
Richie Perry, a Harlem teenager who volunteers for the Army when unable to afford
college and is sent to fight in the Vietnam War. Perry and his platoon—Peewee, Lobel,
Johnson, and Brunner—come face-to-face with the Vietcong, the harsh realities of war,
and some dark truths about themselves. A thoughtful young man with a gift for writing
and love of basketball, Perry learns to navigate among fellow soldiers under
tremendous stress and struggles with his own fear as he sees things he’ll never forget:
the filling of body bags, the deaths of civilians and soldier friends, the effects of
claymore mines, the fires of Napalm, and jungle diseases like Nam Rot. Available as an
e-book for the first time on the 25th anniversary of its publication, Fallen Angels has
been called one of the best Vietnam War books ever and one of the great coming-ofage Vietnam War stories. Filled with unforgettable characters, not least Peewee Gates
of Chicago who copes with war by relying on wisecracks and dark humor, Fallen Angels
“reaches deep into the minds of soldiers” and makes “readers feel they are there,
deep in the heart of war.” Fallen Angels has won numerous awards and honors,
including the Coretta Scott King Award, an ALA Best Book for Young Adults, a Booklist
Editors Choice, and a School Library Journal Best Book. Fallen Angels was #16 on the
American Library Association’s list of the most frequently challenged books of
1990–2000 for its realistic depiction of war and those who fight in wars.
The man with the spats rolled up his sleeves and proceeded to pluck a polished red
billiard ball out of thin air. Presto! It vanished. Abracadabra! It reappeared. It turned
white. it blushed red again. VoiIá! Suddenly there were four billiard balls between this
amazing man's fingers. I was stunned. All of this was happening right under my nose.
And there was more. He flipped the deck into falling waterfalls of cards, spun them into
fans, and thrust a sword through a shower of cards to impale the seven of diamonds -selected a moment before. I was dazzled. The moment he finished his act and ushered
us gawkers back onto the sidewalk, I knew what I wanted to be. Someone else could
be president of the United States. I wanted to be a magician.
A teenage boy accompanies his father, who has recently escaped from prison, on a trip
that turns out to be a time of often painful discovery for them both.
New York Times bestselling author Walter Dean Myers tackles the social contract from
a teen’s perspective in his novel All the Right Stuff. In one of his most thoughtPage 4/8
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provoking novels to date, Myers weaves together political philosophy, basketball, and
making soup in Harlem, with the depth that defines his writing career. After his father is
shot and killed, Paul Dupree finds a summer job at a Harlem soup kitchen. Elijah, the
soup man, questions Paul about tough life choices, even though Paul would rather be
playing basketball. Over the summer, Paul begins to understand the importance of
taking control of your life. All the Right Stuff includes a Q&A between Walter Dean
Myers and Ross Workman, coauthor of Kick.
"Eight hundred and fifty-three horrifying things had happened to me by the time I was a
teenager. That was when I met my Pigman, whose real name was Nonno Frankie." The
year Paul Zindel, his sister, Betty, and their mother lived in the town of Travis, Staten
Island, New York, was the most important time of his teenage life. It was the year he
and Jennifer Wolupopski were best friends. It was the year of the apple tree, the waterhead baby, and Cemetery Hill. And it was the year he met Nonno Frankie Vivona, who
became his Pigman. Every word of his story is true. And The Pigman & Me has an
added bonus--one crucial piece of information: the secret of life, according to the
Pigman.
After writing more than one hundred books, it still amazes me that I have been lucky enough to
spend most of my life doing what I truly love: writing. What makes a writer? The desire to tell a
story, a love of language, an eye for detail, practice, practice, practice. How well should you
know your characters? Do you need to outline before you write? How important is length? Now
Walter Dean Myers, the new National Ambassador for Young People's Literature and New
York Times bestselling and award-winning author, walks you through the writing process.
Includes: Examples from his writing and reading experiences Walter's six-box and four-box
outlines for writing fiction and nonfiction Excerpted pages from Walter's own notebooks An
afterword by Ross Workman, Walter's teen coauthor of kick Writing tips from both Walter and
Ross Anyone can be a writer, with a little help from Walter Dean Myers!
In the groundbreaking tradition of his award-winning Monster and Bad Boy: A Memoir, Walter
Dean Myers fashions a highly readable, powerful novel about the rules for success for young
men, especially those navigating coming of age while Black. Share this book in the classroom,
in a father-son reading group, or as a summer reading (or anytime) choice that's likely to spark
conversation and be a favorite. "When the proprietor of a Harlem barbershop takes over as the
court-appointed mentor for two troubled teenagers, he conveys the message that the future is
built not only on hard work but on sustaining dreams as well." (Smithsonian magazine). In his
introduction to Handbook for Boys, Walter Dean Myers wrote: "I know as a troubled teenager I
would have loved to have a neighborhood barbershop to sit in and a group of worldly and
knowledgeable men to counsel me. Thinking about this was my motivation in writing this book,
hoping it will be, in the least, a jumping-off point for many interesting conversations about
success."
The Scorpions are a gun-toting Harlem gang, and Jamal Hicks is about to become tragically
involved with them in this authentic tale of the sacrifice of innocence and the struggle to steer
clear of violence. This Newbery Honor Book will challenge young men to consider their own
decisions as they come of age in a complex and often frustrating society. Pushed by a bully to
fight and nagged by his principal, Jamal is having a difficult time staying in school. His home
life is not much better, with his mother working her fingers to the bone to try to earn the money
for an appeal for Jamal's jailed older brother, Randy. Jamal wants to do the right thing and help
earn the money to free his brother by working, but he's afraid to go against the Scorpions.
Jamal eventually pulls free of the gang's bad influence, but only through the narrowest of
escapes. Walter Dean Myers, five-time winner of the Coretta Scott King Award, sensitively
explores the loyalty and love between friends faced with hard choices. Scorpions is 25 years
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old, but the issues of poverty and violence make it a timeless powerful read—sadly as relevant
as ever.
Ten stories portray life on a block in Harlem.
From his childhood in the segregated South to his final fight with Parkinson's disease,
Muhammad Ali never backed down. He was banned from boxing during his prime because he
refused to fight in Vietnam. He became a symbol of the antiwar movement - and a defender of
civil rights. As "The Greatest," he was a boxer of undeniable talent and courage. He took the
world by storm - only Ali could "float like a butterfly, sting like a bee!" Muhammad Ali: Olympic
gold medalist, former heavyweight champion, and one of the most influential people of all time.
As the Civil War rages, another battle breaks out behind the lines. During a long hot July in
1863, the worst race riots the United States has ever seen erupt in New York City. Earlier that
year, desperate for more Union soldiers, President Abraham Lincoln instituted a draft–a draft
that would allow the wealthy to escape serving in the army by paying a $300 waiver, more than
a year’s income for the recent immigrant Irish. And on July 11, as the first drawing takes place
in Lower Manhattan, the city of New York explodes in rage and fire. Stores are looted;
buildings, including the Colored Foundling Home, are burned down; and black Americans are
attacked, beaten, and murdered. The police cannot hold out against the rioters, and finally,
battle-hardened soldiers are ordered back from the fields of Gettysburg to put down the
insurrection, which they do–brutally. Fifteen-year-old Claire, the beloved daughter of a black
father and Irish mother, finds herself torn between the two warring sides. Faced with the
breakdown of the city–the home–she has loved, Claire must discover the strength and
resilience to address the new world in which she finds herself, and to begin the hard journey of
remaking herself and her identity. Addressing such issues as race, bigotry, and class head-on,
Walter Dean Myers has written another stirring and exciting novel that will shake up
assumptions, and lift the spirit. From the Hardcover edition.
Celebrate America's freedom dream with National Book Award finalist and New York Times
bestselling author Walter Dean Myers and Caldecott Honor artist Christopher Myers! Over the
centuries, from a blank canvas of mountains, plains, and canyons, the American landscape
has been richly carved by revolution, progress, and possibility. Yet its story is still being
written—by its diverse people who are united by the freedom in their hearts. With graceful,
lyrical prose and evocative paintings, Newbery Honor author Walter Dean Myers and Coretta
Scott King Honor artist Christopher Myers, the father-son team who created Harlem, pay
tribute to the spirit and soul that is America.
The itch starts when things get too heavy for Lil J. Skin popping or stealing pain pills from his
mom help him relax. But Lil J's focus is wandering because money is short, and his man Rico
knows a way to make some quick cash. It's supposed to be an easy deal, but it isn't so simple
when the buyer is an undercover cop. With a gunshot wound to the arm, Rico in jail, and a
police officer clinging to life, Lil J is starting to get dope sick. He'd do anything to change the
last twenty-four hours, and when he stumbles into an abandoned crack house, it actually might
be possible. . . . Walter Dean Myers weaves elements of magical realism into a harrowing story
about drug use, violence, alternate perceptions of reality, and second chances.
Several children tell what they think happens to the day when night arrives.
From Walter Dean Myers comes a powerful and timely novel about the heroics and horror of
war---a gripping companion to FALLEN ANGELS. Robin "Birdy" Perry, a new army recruit from
Harlem, isn't quite sure why he joined the army, but he's sure where he's headed: Iraq. Birdy
and the others in the Civilian Affairs Battalion are supposed to help secure and stabilize the
country and successfully interact with the Iraqi people. Officially, the code name for their
maneuvers is Operation Iraqi Freedom. But the young men and women in the CA unit have a
simpler name for it: WAR
From Walter Dean Myers, the New York Times bestselling author of Monster, comes this
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20-page one-act play. Tags is a look at life and death in New York City, complete with a
shocking end. Four New York City teens are shot down in the prime of life. They move through
limbo, re-creating their distinctive tags in a Harlem walk-up so that they can "live" forever. But
what's the point? How can you think of living forever if you're already dead? Walter Dean
Myers was the New York Times bestselling author of Monster, the winner of the first Michael L.
Printz Award; a former National Ambassador for Young People's Literature; and an inaugural
NYC Literary Honoree. Myers received every single major award in the field of children's
literature. He was the author of two Newbery Honor Books and six Coretta Scott King
Awardees. He was the recipient of the Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime achievement in
writing for young adults, a three-time National Book Award Finalist, as well as the first-ever
recipient of the Coretta Scott King–Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement. Epic
Reads Impulse is a digital imprint with new releases each month.
Set on the hot city streets of Harlem in 1925, Mark Purvis is thrilled when he is given a simple
job by Fats Waller, Harlem's musical genius.
You can call me Mouse, 'cause that's my tag I'm into it all, everything's my bag my ace is Styx,
he'll always do Add Bev and Sheri, and you got my crew ...and a crew it is! For fourteen-yearold Mouse, this summer is anything but boring. His father, who checked out from the family
eight years ago, is now trying to make a comeback as a dad. Beverly, a new girl from
California, seems to like locking lips with the Mouse--but she seems to like other guys, as well.
Sheri is trying to persuade the gang to join a dance contest. And there's a rumor that a lot of
money--the loot from a '30's bank heist, to be exact--is hidden somewhere in an abandoned
Harlem building, and you know the Mouse is determined to get a piece of that action. "It's
summer in Harlem, and The Mouse (as he calls himself) and his friends look beyond dance
contests and basketball for diversion.The rumor of a huge cash stash in an abandoned building
left by [a 1930s] gangster offers possibilities. . . . Tightly integrated subplots strengthen an
already well-crafted novel. Myers deftly paints a humor-laced picture of Harlem in sparkling
prose, with characters that have universal appeal." —BL. 1991 Best Books for Young Adults
(ALA) Children's Choices for 1991 (IRA/CBC) Children's Books of 1990 (Library of Congress)
1991 Books for the Teen Age (NY Public Library) Parenting Honorable Mention, Reading
Magic Award
Fourteen-year-old Stephen, his new foster brother, his friends are sentenced to help out at an
old age home for the summer after Stephen is caught writing graffiti on a train.
The founder of the Children's Defense Fund and author of The Measure of Our Success
presents prayers and meditations to inspire all those, such as parents, teachers, and ministers,
who work on the behalf of children. Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president of the
Children's Defense Fund, is one of the most important moral leaders in America. Her first book,
The Measure of Our Success was a #1 New York Times bestseller—spending 16 weeks on the
list, selling more than 450,000 copies and garnering spectacular praise from Hillary Clinton,
Maya Angelou, and Oprah Winfrey. Guide My Feet continues her crusade for the well-being of
America's children by providing a counterweight to the lesson society is teaching this
generation of children—to be soulless takers instead of empowered givers. Guide My Feet is a
collection of prayers and meditations gathered from Edelman's own holiday rituals and
experiences and the writings of such inspiring leaders as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Gandhi,
and Frederick Douglass. It urges readers to commit to and pray for strength and patience, and
offers solace and direction for parents troubled by the commercialism and violence running
rampant in today's society. Filled with wisdom, compassion and understanding, it provides an
important spiritual and moral resource all caregivers can turn to as they strive to instill values,
integrity, self-discipline and faith in children.
This New York Times bestselling novel from acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers tells the
story of Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a
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screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, the book shows how
one single decision can change our whole lives. Monster is a multi-award-winning, provocative
coming-of-age story that was the first-ever Michael L. Printz Award recipient, an ALA Best
Book, a Coretta Scott King Honor selection, and a National Book Award finalist. Monster is
now a major motion picture called All Rise and starring Jennifer Hudson, Kelvin Harrison, Jr.,
Nas, and A$AP Rocky. The late Walter Dean Myers was a National Ambassador for Young
People’s Literature, who was known for his commitment to realistically depicting kids from his
hometown of Harlem.
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