Read Free Battles Of The Crimean War British Battles

Battles Of The Crimean War British Battles
[Illustrated with over two hundred and sixty maps, photos and portraits, of the battles,
individuals and places involved in the Crimean War] Frances Isabella ("Fanny") Duberly
(27 September 1829 - January 1903) was the wife of Captain Henry Duberly, the 8th
Royal Irish Hussars during the Crimean War, part of the British light cavalry that took
part in the Charge of the Light Brigade. Duberley's journal of her time in the Crimea was
published as Journal Kept During the Russian War. It not only includes eye-itness
accounts, but is also a record of gossip and rumours circulating in the British Army.
Duberly travelled with her husband to the Crimea in 1854 and stayed with him
throughout his time there, despite the protests of commanders such as Lord Lucan. As
the only officer's wife at the front, she was a centre of attention. She was told of
planned attacks ahead of time, giving her the opportunity to be in a good position to
witness them. Such was the case at the Battle of Balaclava, where her journey from
camp to meet up with Henry and watch the battle took her quite close to the enemy.
Though her husband survived the day (being away on staff duties), many of her friends
did not: "Even my closed eyelids were filled with the ruddy glare of blood." Being so
close to the front line in one of the first "modern" wars, Mrs Duberly differed from many
of her compatriots back home in comprehending the reality of war. When her husband
asked if she wanted to view the aftermath of the Battle of Inkerman, she told him she
could not as "the thought of it made me shutter [sic] and turn sick." Duberly’s
adventures did not always sit well with society. She was pointedly snubbed at the Royal
review of her husband’s regiment after the war. The journal she published after the war
had originally been intended to have a dedication to Queen Victoria, but this was
refused. Nonetheless she was popular with the troops (who nicknamed her "Mrs.
Jubilee") and many people in England.
Osprey's examination of one of the most important battles of the Crimean War
(1853-1856). The port of Balaclava was crucial in maintaining the supply lines for the
Allied siege of Sevastapol. The Russian attack in October 1854 therefore posed a
major threat to the survival of the Allied cause. This book examines in detail the crucial
battle of Balaclava, including: the attack on the redoubts; the action of “the thin red line"
in which an assortment of about 700 British troops, some invalids, were abandoned by
their Turkish allies; the subsequent charge of the Heavy Brigade; and the most famous
part of the battle: the infamous charge of the Light Brigade.
The Crimean War, the most destructive and deadly war of the nineteenth century, has
been the subject of countless books, yet historian Anthony Dawson has amassed an
astonishing collection of previously unknown and unpublished material, including
numerous letters and private journals. Many untapped French sources reveal aspects
of the fighting in the Crimea that have never been portrayed before.The accounts
demonstrate the suffering of the troops during the savage winter and the ravages of
cholera and dysentery that resulted in the deaths of more than 16,000 British troops
and 75,000 French. Whilst there is graphic firsthand testimony from those that fought
up the slopes of the Alma, in the valley of death at Balaklava, and the fog of Inkerman,
the book focusses upon the siege; the great artillery bombardments, the storming of the
Redan and the Mamelon, and the largest man-made hole in history up to that time
when the Russians blew up the defences they could not hold, with their own men
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inside.The Siege of Sevastopol also highlights, for the first time, the fourth major
engagement in the Crimea, the Battle of the Tchernaya in August 1855, the Russians
last great attempt to break the siege. This predominantly French-fought battle has
never before examined in such in English language books.
The Crimean War (1853-1856) was the first modern war. A vicious struggle between
imperial Russia and an alliance of the British, French and Ottoman Empires, it was the
first conflict to be reported first-hand in newspapers, painted by official war artists,
recorded by telegraph and photographed by camera. In her new short history, Trudi
Tate discusses the ways in which this novel representation itself became part of the
modern war machine. She tells forgotten stories about the war experience of individual
soldiers and civilians, including journalists, nurses, doctors, war tourists and other
witnesses. At the same time, the war was a retrograde one, fought with the mentality,
and some of the equipment, of Napoleonic times. Tate argues that the Crimean War
was both modern and old-fashioned, looking backwards and forwards, and generating
optimism and despair among those who lived through it. She explores this paradox
while giving full coverage to the bloody battles (Alma, Balaklava, Inkerman), the siege
of Sebastopol, the much-derided strategies of the commanders, conditions in the field
and the cultural impact of the anti-Russian alliance.
Crimea: The Great Crimean War, 1854-1856 by Trevor Royle The Crimean War is one
of history's most compelling subjects. It encompassed human suffering, woeful
leadership and maladministration on a grand scale. It created a heroic myth out of the
disastrous Charge of the Light Brigade and, in Florence Nightingale, it produced one of
history's great heroes. New weapons were introduced; trench combat became a fact of
daily warfare outside Sebastopol; medical innovation saved countless soldiers' lives
that would otherwise have been lost. The war paved the way for the greater
conflagration which broke out in 1914 and greatly prefigured the current situation in
Eastern Europe.
The Crimean War was the most destructive armed conflict of the Victorian era. It is
remembered for the unreasoning courage of the Charge of the Light Brigade, for the
precise volleys of the Thin Red Line and the impossible assaults upon Sevastopol's
Redan. It also demonstrated the inefficiency and ineffectiveness of the British military
system based on privilege and purchase.Poor organisation at staff level and weak
leadership from the Commander-in-Chief with a lack of appreciation of the conditions
the troops would experience in the Crimea resulted in the needless death of thousands
of soldiers. The Royal Navy, by comparison, was highly effective and successfully
undertook its operations in the Baltic, the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.The relative
performance of the two branches of Britain's armed forces is reflected in the
despatches sent back to the UK by therespective commanders. The comparative
wealth of detail provided by Admirals Napier, Dundas and Lyons contrast sharply with
the limited, though frequent, communications from Generals Raglan, Codrington and
Simpson.The despatches of all these commanding officers are presented in this
compilation just as they were when first published in the 1850s. They tell of the great
battles of the Alma, Balaklava and Inkerman, of the continuing struggle against
Sevastopol and the naval operations which cut the Russian communications and
ensured an eventual, if costly, victory. They can be read, just as they were when
revealed to the general public more than 150 years ago.
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Examines a part of the action of the Battle of Balaclava, one of the earlier and most
important battles of the Crimean War.
This remarkable work features the Crimean War as depicted by the late Victorian
military writer James Grant. The material?here was first published in 1894, only 40
years after the end of the Crimean War, at a time when many of the participants
were?still in their sixties. Grant therefore had access to the primary source interviews
which are now lost forever.??Originally published as part of the Cassell's series
ÒBritish Battles on Land and SeaÓ, it presents the reader with an intriguing insight into
how contemporary writers addressed their subject. They say the past is another country
and that is certainly true in this instance.??The contrast between the contemporary
Victorian view and the modern view reveals the huge gulf in attitudes. Mr. Grant's work
is clearly 'of its time' and reflects the attitudes of the day which were unashamedly
xenophobic, jingoistic and militaristic. It nonetheless repays the reader as it provides us
with a unique window on the past and brings the long lost world of Victorian Imperialism
into focus.
The Routledge Handbook of the Crimean War is an edited collection of articles on the
various aspects of the Crimean War written by distinguished historians from various
countries. Part I focuses on diplomatic, military and regional perspectives. Part II
includes contributions on social, cultural and international issues around the war. All
contributions are based upon findings of the latest research. While not pretending to be
an exhaustive encyclopaedia of this first modern war, the present volume captures the
most important topics and the least researched areas in the historiography of the war.
The book incorporates new approaches in national historiographies to the war and is
intended to be the most up-to-date reference book on the subject. Chapters are
devoted to each of the belligerent powers and to other peripheral states that were
involved in one way or another in the war. The volume also gives more attention to the
Ottoman Empire, which is generally neglected in European books on the war. Both the
general public and students of history will find the book useful, balanced and up-todate.
The Crimean War (1853-56) between Russia, Turkey, Britain, France and the Kingdom
of Sardinia was a diplomatically preventable conflict for influence over an unstable Near
and Middle East. It could have broken out in any decade between Napoleon and
Wilhelm II; equally, it need never have occurred. In this masterly study, based on
massive archival research, David Goldfrank argues that the European diplomatic roots
of the war stretch far beyond the `Eastern Question' itself, and shows how the domestic
concerns of the participants contributed to the outbreak of hostilities.
In contrast to every other book about the conflict Andrew Lambert's ground-breaking
study The Crimean War: British Grand Strategy against Russia, 1853-1856 is neither
an operational history of the armies in the Crimea, nor a study of the diplomacy of the
conflict. The core concern is with grand strategy, the development and implementation
of national policy and strategy. The key concepts are strategic, derived from the works
of Carl von Clausewitz and Sir Julian Corbett, and the main focus is on naval, not
military operations. This original approach rejected the 'Continentalist' orthodoxy that
dominated contemporary writing about the history of war, reflecting an era when British
security policy was dominated by Inner German Frontier, the British Army of the Rhine
and Air Force Germany. Originally published in 1990 the book appeared just as the
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Cold War ended; the strategic landscape for Britain began shifting away from the
continent, and new commitments were emerging that heralded a return to maritime
strategy, as adumbrated in the defence policy papers of the 1990s. With a new
introduction that contextualises the 1990 text and situates it in the developing
historiography of the Crimean War the new edition makes this essential book available
to a new generation of scholars.
The port of Balaclava was crucial in maintaining the supply lines for the Allied siege of
Sevastapol. The Russian attack in October 1854 therefore posed a major threat to the
survival of the Allied cause. This book examines in detail the crucial battle of Balaclava,
including: the attack on the redoubts; the action of "the thin red line" in which an
assortment of about 700 British troops, some invalids, were abandoned by their Turkish
allies; the subsequent charge of the Heavy Brigade; and the most famous part of the
battle: the infamous charge of the Light Brigade.
Florence Nightingale is famous as the “lady with the lamp” in the Crimean War,
1854—56. There is a massive amount of literature on this work, but, as editor Lynn
McDonald shows, it is often erroneous, and films and press reporting on it have been
even less accurate. The Crimean War reports on Nightingale’s correspondence from
the war hospitals and on the staggering amount of work she did post-war to ensure that
the appalling death rate from disease (higher than that from bullets) did not recur. This
volume contains much on Nightingale’s efforts to achieve real reforms. Her well-known,
and relatively “sanitized”, evidence to the royal commission on the war is compared
with her confidential, much franker, and very thorough Notes on the Health of the British
Army, where the full horrors of disease and neglect are laid out, with the names of
those responsible.
Detailed account of the decisive battles of the Crimean War.
Battles of the Crimean WarPickle Partners Publishing
The Crimean War was the most destructive armed conflict of the Victorian era. It is
remembered for the unreasoning courage of the Charge of the Light Brigade, for the
precise volleys of the Thin Red Line and the impossible assaults upon Sevastopol's
Redan. It also demonstrated the inefficiency and ineffectiveness of the British military
system based on privilege and purchase.??Poor organisation at staff level and weak
leadership from the Commander-in-Chief with a lack of appreciation of the conditions
the troops would experience in the Crimea resulted in the needless death of thousands
of soldiers. The Royal Navy, by comparison, was highly effective and successfully
undertook its operations in the Baltic, the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.??The relative
performance of the two branches of Britain's armed forces is reflected in the
despatches sent back to the UK by the?respective commanders. The comparative
wealth of detail provided by Admirals Napier, Dundas and Lyons contrast sharply with
the limited, though frequent, communications from Generals Raglan, Codrington and
Simpson.??The despatches of all these commanding officers are presented in this
compilation just as they were when first published in the 1850s. They tell of the great
battles of the Alma, Balaklava and Inkerman, of the continuing struggle against
Sevastopol and the naval operations which cut the Russian communications and
ensured an eventual, if costly, victory. They can be read, just as they were when
revealed to the general public more than 150 years ago.
Please note that the maps available in the print edition do not appear in the ebook.
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From "the great storyteller of modern Russian historians," (Financial Times) the
definitive account of the forgotten war that shaped the modern age The Charge of the
Light Brigade, Florence Nightingale—these are the enduring icons of the Crimean War.
Less well-known is that this savage war (1853-1856) killed almost a million soldiers and
countless civilians; that it enmeshed four great empires—the British, French, Turkish,
and Russian—in a battle over religion as well as territory; that it fixed the fault lines
between Russia and the West; that it set in motion the conflicts that would dominate the
century to come. In this masterly history, Orlando Figes reconstructs the first full
conflagration of modernity, a global industrialized struggle fought with unusual ferocity
and incompetence. Drawing on untapped Russian and Ottoman as well as European
sources, Figes vividly depicts the world at war, from the palaces of St. Petersburg to the
holy sites of Jerusalem; from the young Tolstoy reporting in Sevastopol to Tsar Nicolas,
haunted by dreams of religious salvation; from the ordinary soldiers and nurses on the
battlefields to the women and children in towns under siege.. Original, magisterial, alive
with voices of the time, The Crimean War is a historical tour de force whose depiction of
ethnic cleansing and the West's relations with the Muslim world resonates with
contemporary overtones. At once a rigorous, original study and a sweeping, panoramic
narrative, The Crimean War is the definitive account of the war that mapped the terrain
for today's world..
2004 marks the 150th anniversary of the Crimean War and this volume covers the
events from the complex causes of the war and the declaration of war by Turkey in
1853, through the involvement of Britain and France in 1854 and the war itself including
the bloody battles of Alma, Balaclava and Inkermann to the declaration of peace in
1856.
A major action of the Crimean War, the British victory in heavy fog at Inkerman proved
to be a testament to the skill and initiative of the individual men and officers of the day.
The Russians, although defeated, managed to successfully stall a crucial allied
offensive.
With the battlefields now accessible, this illustrated guide will be an invaluable asset to
anyone visiting the Crimea. The Crimean War marked a watershed in the conduct of
war and the British army would never be the same again.
Armed with only a telescope, a watch, and a notebook he retrieved from a dead soldier,
William Howard Russell spent twenty-two months reporting from the trenches for the
Times of London during the Crimean War. A novice in a new field of journalism -- war
reporting -- when he first set off for Crimea in 1854, the young Irishman returned home
a veteran of three bloody battles, having survived the siege of Sebastopol and watched
a colleague die of cholera. Russell's fine eye for detail electrified readers, and his
remarkably colorful and hugely significant accounts of battles provided those at home -for the first time ever -- with a realistic picture of the brutality of war. The Crimean War,
originally published in 1856 under the title The Complete History of the Russian War,
presents a selection of Russell's dispatches -- as well as those of other embedded
reporters -- providing a ground-eye view of the conflict as depicted in British
newspapers. Fought on the southern tip of the Crimea from 1853 to 1856, the Crimean
War raged on far longer than either side expected -- largely because of
mismanagement and disease: more soldiers died from cholera, typhus, typhoid,
dysentery, and scurvy than battle wounds. Russell's biting criticisms of incompetent
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military authorities and an antiquated military system contributed to the collapse of the
contemporary ruling party in Britain. In his reports, Russell wrote extensively about
inept medical care for the wounded, which he termed "human barbarity." Thanks to
compelling accounts by Russell and others, authorities allowed Florence Nightingale to
enter the war zone and nurse troops back to health. The Crimean War contains reports
from military men who acted as part-time reporters, articles by professional journalists,
and letters from others at the front that newspapers back home later published. Rapidly
pulled together by American publisher John G. Wells, the volume presents a fascinating
contemporary analysis of the war by those on the ground. This reissue offers a new
introduction by Angela Michelli Fleming and John Maxwell Hamilton that places these
reports in context and highlights the critical role they played during a pivotal point in
European history. The first first-hand accounts of the realities of war, these dispatches
set the tone for future independent war reporting.
Combining journalistic insight with historical hindsight, The History of Modern Warfare is
an authoritative record of world military history from 1854 - the year in which
photography was introduced into the battlefield - to the current day. Presented in a
dramatic newspaper style and covering all major battles, from the Crimean War to the
War on Terror, the book is packed with information on important developments as well
as details about the personalities who influenced the outcomes of wars across the
world. With its novel approach, The History of Modern Warfare will appeal to both the
military enthusiast and the general reader looking for a comprehensive yet dramatic
depiction of the campaigns and conflicts that have changed the face of the world since
the beginning of the photographic era. Drawing on unique resources of original
photographs, it allows the reader to experience warfare as it was lived.
Amberley's new series of Eyewitness Accounts bring history, warfare, disaster, travel
and exploration to life, written by the people who could say, 'I was there!'
Title: The Battles of the Crimea: Including an Historical Summary of the Russian War,
From the Commencement to the Present Time: Giving a Graphic Picture of the Great
Drama of War Subtitle: Embracing a New Plan of Sebastopol, Its Fortifications,
Batteries, Position of Contending Forces, Siege Works, Etc. and a ... Map of the Seat of
War ... Publisher: G.S. Wells Publication date: 1855 Subjects: Crimean War, 1853-1856
History / Europe / Eastern History / Military / General History / Military / Other History /
Europe / Russia
The Crimea has been the scene of conflict throughout its history. First occupied by the
Russians in the 18th century it was the scene of the Crimean War, and was drawn into the
Russian Civil War, as well as World War II. Today it remains a much disputed region with the
Crimea at the center of ongoing tensions between East and West. Throughout World War II the
Crimea was a microcosm of the more general war on the Eastern Front, reflecting the ebb and
flow of fortunes of that conflict. It was a crucible that saw first Soviet and then German armies
surrounded, overwhelmed, and then destroyed. The nature of the fighting in the Crimea was
unusual for the Eastern Front, with naval forces playing an important role, as the Crimea's
position in the Black Sea gave rise to a major role for naval supply, amphibious landings, and,
ultimately, evacuation. However, in other ways it was more characteristic of the Eastern Front,
and the fighting for and occupation of the region saw the same level of atrocity and ethnic
cleansing commonplace throughout the war in the East, with each side reaching the depths of
barbarity in their treatment of the civilian population. Based on extensive new archival
research, this incredible narrative history by acclaimed historian Robert Forczyk sheds new
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light on this vital aspect of the Eastern Front that has not been covered in English before.
In 1812, Napoleon launched his fateful invasion of Russia. Five decades later, Leo Tolstoy
published War and Peace, a fictional representation of the era that is one of the most
celebrated novels in world literature. The novel contains a coherent (though much disputed)
philosophy of history and portrays the history and military strategy of its time in a manner that
offers lessons for the soldiers of today. To mark the two hundredth anniversary of the French
invasion of Russia and acknowledge the importance of Tolstoy's novel for our historical
memory of its central events, Rick McPeak and Donna Tussing Orwin have assembled a
distinguished group of scholars from diverse disciplinary backgrounds-literary criticism, history,
social science, and philosophy-to provide fresh readings of the novel. The essays in Tolstoy
On War focus primarily on the novel's depictions of war and history, and the range of
responses suggests that these remain inexhaustible topics of debate. The result is a volume
that opens fruitful new avenues of understanding War and Peace while providing a range of
perspectives and interpretations without parallel in the vast literature on the novel.
Stories of outstanding bravery on the battlefield The Victoria Cross, a simple bronze cross
inscribed For Valour on the front and engraved with the recipient's name, rank, number, unit
and the date of the action on the reverse, was first awarded by Queen Victoria - in a ceremony
in Hyde Park - in 1857, to heroes of the Crimea. The VC is the most prized British and
Commonwealth decoration for gallantry, and is earned too often at the cost of the ultimate
sacrifice. Only 1,354 VCs have been awarded, and this book, in Bryan Perrett's inimitable
style, tells the story behind some of the most remarkable, from the Crimea through to the
Second World War. Likewise, the Congressional Medal of Honor, the US equivalent
decoration, is celebrated here in equal measure in his gripping episodes of outstanding
gallantry in battle. The VC and the Medal of Honor have on occasion even been awarded for
acts on the same battlefield.
This book analyzes the Crimean War from the Ottoman perspective based mainly on Ottoman
and Russian primary sources, and includes an assessment of the War s impact on the
Ottoman state and Ottoman society.
First published in the year 1857, the present book 'Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in
Many Lands' was written by Mary Seacole. As evident from the title, this is a fictional novel of
women's adventures.
This remarkable work features the Crimean War as depicted by the late Victorian military writer
James Grant. The materialhere was first published in 1894, only 40 years after the end of the
Crimean War, at a time when many of the participants werestill in their sixties. Grant therefore
had access to the primary source interviews which are now lost forever.Originally published as
part of the Cassell's series British Battles on Land and Sea, it presents the reader with an
intriguing insight into how contemporary writers addressed their subject. They say the past is
another country and that is certainly true in this instance.The contrast between the
contemporary Victorian view and the modern view reveals the huge gulf in attitudes. Mr.
Grant's work is clearly 'of its time' and reflects the attitudes of the day which were unashamedly
xenophobic, jingoistic and militaristic. It nonetheless repays the reader as it provides us with a
unique window on the past and brings the long lost world of Victorian Imperialism into focus.
This report assesses the annexation of Crimea by Russia (February–March 2014) and the
early phases of political mobilization and combat operations in Eastern Ukraine (late
February–late May 2014). It examines Russia’s approach, draws inferences from Moscow’s
intentions, and evaluates the likelihood of such methods being used again elsewhere.
The Crimean War was the most destructive conflict of Queen Victoria's reign, the outcome of
which was indecisive; most historians regard it as an irrelevant and unnecessary conflict
despite its fame for Florence Nightingale and the Charge of the Light Brigade.Here Hugh Small
shows how the history of the Crimean War has been manipulated to conceal Britain's - and
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Europe's - failure. The war governments and early historians combined to withhold the truth
from an already disappointed nation in a deception that lasted over a century. Accounts of
battles, still widely believed, gave fictitious leadership roles to senior officers. Careful analysis
of the fighting shows that most of Britain's military successes in the war were achieved by the
common soldiers, who understood tactics far better than the officer class and who acted
usually without orders and often in contravention of them. Hugh Small's mixture of politics and
battlefield narrative identifies a turning point in history, and raises disturbing questions about
the utility of war.

The Crimean War combines an extraordinary oral and visual account of the
Crimean War -- including many photographs and accounts never previously
published. The history is told from eyewitness accounts from people on all sides
of the conflict (British, French, Russian and Turkish) -- in the forms of letters and
diaries of soldiers, sailors, doctors, artists, nurses and reporters. And as the
Crimean War was the first war to be photographed and to which war artists were
assigned, the book is heavily illustrated with striking images of war. The
combination of art and personal accounts makes for an incredibly fascinating and
original perspective on the events.
The Crimean War has been called ‘the last great war to be fought without the
help of modern resources of science’. It was also the last great war to be fought
by the British army in all its splendour of scarlet and gold, using weapons and
tactics which would not have astonished the Prince Rupert or the Duke of
Marlborough. Many who fought in the First, and not a few who fought in the
Second, World War will have known personally those who took part in such
battles and heard their accounts from their own lips. On the other hand no
campaign should be more familiar, because none has been ‘covered’ more fully
and more candidly. The historian of the Crimean battles has then (it would
appear) only to make a synthesis of the innumerable letters and reports and his
story is complete. Unfortunately this is not so. With smoke from the black powder
then used drifting across the battlefield, lying heavily over batteries, the
combatant could often see and report little more than what had happened in his
vicinity; and even in this he is not necessarily reliable... As for those who
recollected in tranquillity—and there were many—it is enough to record the remark
of a contemporary Canadian military historian: ‘Memory can play tricks upon an
officer after some lapse of time, especially when the officer’s own interest and
prejudice are engaged.’ Beset by these difficulties the writer who surrounds
every incident with reservations and qualifications will rapidly weary his readers.
He must on matters of moment, such for example as Nolan’s responsibility for
the Light Brigade charge, use his judgment on the evidence available and make
up his own mind. This I have tried to do.”
Treasury of verse by the great Victorian poet includes the famous long narrative
poem, Enoch Arden, plus "The Lady of Shalott," "The Charge of the Light
Brigade," "Break, break, break," "Flower in the crannied Wall" and more. Also
included are excerpts from three longer works: The Princess, "Maud" and "The
Brook."
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In September 1854, the armies of Britain, France and Turkey invaded Russia in
what was to become the Crimean War. In the months that followed over half a
million soldiers fell. They died from bullet wounds and shrapnel, cholera and
disease, starvation and freezing in a medieval conflict fought in a modern age.
But what is rarely appreciated is that this extraordinary struggle was fought not
only in the Crimea, but also along the Danube, but in the Arctic Ocean, in the
Baltic and Pacific. Few wars in history reveal more confusion of purpose or have
had greater unintended consequences. Alexis Troubezkoy's new history traces
the causes of this most senseless of wars and sketches a vivid picture of the age
which made it possible, interweaving descriptions of the Russian, Turkish and
British armies with the principals of the drama — Napoleon III, Marshal St. Arnaud,
Lord Raglan, the great Russian engineer Todleban, Florence Nightingale,
Nicholas I, and his magnificently terrible Russian empire.
Officers led and men followed; all were expected to do their duty without thought
of reward. Enlisted men rarely penetrated the officer ranks and promotion owed
more to money than merit. Then came the Crimean War.The incompetence and
ineffectiveness of the senior officers contrasted sharply with the bravery of the
lower ranks. Fuelled by the reports from the first-ever war correspondents which
were read by an increasingly literate public, the mumblings of discontent rapidly
grew into a national outcry. Questions were asked in Parliament, answers were
demanded by the press why were the heroes of the Alma, Inkerman and the
Charge of the Light Brigade not being recognised? Something had be done.That
something was the introduction of an award that would be of such prestige it
would be sought by all men from the private to the Field Marshal. It would be the
highest possible award for valour in the face of the enemy and it bore the name
of the Queen for whom the men fought.This is the story of how the first Victoria
Crosses were attained in the heat of the most deadly conflict of the nineteenth
century. It is also an examination of how the definition of courage, as recognised
by the awarding of VCs, evolved, from saving the regimental colours at the Alma
to saving a comrade in the No Mans Land before Sevastopol.
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