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In a series of pioneering studies, this book examines the creation—and the conflict
behind the creation—of sacred space in America. The essays in this volume visit
places in America where economic, political, and social forces clash over the
sacred and the profane, from wilderness areas in the American West to the Mall
in Washington, D.C., and they investigate visions of America as sacred space at
home and abroad. Here are the beginnings of a new American religious
history—told as the story of the contested spaces it has inhabited. The
contributors are David Chidester, Matthew Glass, Edward T. Linenthal, Colleen
McDannell, Robert S. Michaelsen, Rowland A. Sherrill, and Bron Taylor.
Imagined CommunitiesReflections on the Origin and Spread of NationalismVerso
Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, Free University of Berlin (John-F.-KennedyInstitut), course: History of News, 6 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: Paper is patient! "my high school physics teacher used to say, when he
corrected our exams. As he explained to us, he had heard this old printers saying
many times before from his father, who was in the printing business himself. This
motto is more than simply a justification for the laziness of my teacher who
almost never corrected our tests on time. Since it comes out of the printing
business - a business hundreds of years old - it has a broader meaning. It
expresses the enduring existence of the written word. Hence, letters, black on
white, are records of people's thoughts and opinions at specific points in time,
from early signs of human existence on cave walls to digital letters on our
modern-day computer screens. Newspapers as a medium for writing are of
special interest to historians as well as to ordinary people like you and me.
Throughout history newspapers have reflected society. However, it would be an
over-simplification to reduce the complexity of newspapers to the mere role of
mirroring. They give us useful information about editors, journalists and authors.
Their patient words waiting to be read become vibrant thoughts - even though
reader and source might be years apart. It is the dichotomy of individual and
collective experience in reading that creates a readership. Benedict Anderson's
concept of imagined communities fits into this context incredibly well. Although a
reader might not know all the other readers of his or her newspaper, they still
have one thing in common - they have all held the same information in their
hands and read the same news. Thus the reader - being aware of this indirectly
shared experience - imagines his community of fellow readers. While Anderson
refers to communities that ove"
In this sparkling new work, Benedict Anderson provides a radical recasting of
themes from Imagined Communities, his classic book on nationalism, through an
exploration of fin-de-siecle politics and culture that spans the Caribbean, Imperial
Europe and the South China Sea. A jewelled pomegranate packed with
nitroglycerine is primed to blow away Manila's 19th-century colonial elite at the
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climax of El Filibusterismo, whose author, the great political novelist Jose Rizal,
was executed in 1896 by the Spanish authorities in the Philippines at the age of
35. Anderson explores the impact of avant-garde European literature and politics
on Rizal and his contemporary, the pioneering folklorist Isabelo de los Reyes,
who was imprisoned in Manila after the violent uprisings of 1896 and later
incarcerated, together with Catalan anarchists, in the prison fortress of Montjuich
in Barcelona. On his return to the Philippines, by now under American
occupation, Isabelo formed the first militant trade unions under the influence of
Malatesta and Bakunin. Anderson considers the complex intellectual interactions
of these young Filipinos with the new "science" of anthropology in Germany and
Austro-Hungary, and with post-Communard experimentalists in Paris, against a
background of militant anarchism in Spain, France, Italy and the Americas, Jose
Marti's armed uprising in Cuba and anti-imperialist protests in China and Japan.
In doing so, he depicts the dense intertwining of anarchist internationalism and
radical anti-colonialism. Under Three Flags is a brilliantly original work on the
explosive history of national independence and global politics.
Latino Protestantism is growing rapidly in the United States. Researchers
estimate that by 2030 half of all Latinos in America will be Protestant. This
remarkable growth is not just about numbers. The rise of Latino Protestants will
impact the changing nature of American politics, economics, and religion. Latino
Protestants in America takes readers inside the numbers to highlight the many
reasons Latino Protestants are growing as well as the diversity of this group. The
book brings together the best existing scholarship on this group with original
research to offer a nuanced picture of Latino Protestants in America, from
worship practices to political engagement. The narrative helps readers move
beyond misconceptions about Latino religion and offers a window into the diverse
ways that religion plays out in real life. Latino Protestants in America is an
essential resource for anyone interested in the beliefs and practices of this group,
as well as the implications for its growth and areas for further study.
With remarkable scope and in scrupulous detail, Professor Anderson analyzes
the Indonesian revolution of 1945. Against the background of Javanese culture
and the Japanese occupation, he explores the origins of the revolutionary youth
groups, the military, and the political parties to challenge conventional
interpretations of revolutionary movements in Asia. The author emphasizes that
the critical role in the outbreak was played not by the dissatisfied intellectuals or
by an oppressed working class but by the youth of Indonesia. Perhaps most
important are the insights he offers into the conflict between strategies for
seeking national revolution and those for attaining social change. By giving first
priority to gaining recognition of Indonesian sovereignty from the outside world,
he argues, the revolutionary leadership had to adopt conservative domestic
policies that greatly reduced the possibility of far-reaching social reform. This indepth study of the independence crisis in Indonesia, brought back to life by
Equinox Publishing as the first title in it's Classic Indonesia series, also
Page 2/11

Download Free Benedict Anderson Imagined Communities
illuminates the revolutionary process in other nations, where wars for
independence have been fought but significant social and economic progress
has not yet been achieved. ABOUT THE AUTHOR Benedict Anderson is one of
the world's leading authorities on South East Asian nationalism and particularly
on Indonesia. He is Professor of International Studies and Director of the Modern
Indonesia Project at Cornell University, New York. His other works include
Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism and
The Spectre of Comparisons: Nationalism, Southeast Asia, and the World.
Benedict Anderson's 1983 masterpiece Imagined Communitiesis a groundbreaking analysis of the origins and meanings of "nations" and "nationalism". A
book that helped reshape the field of nationalism studies, Imagined
Communitiesalso shows the critical thinking skills of interpretation and analysis
working at their highest levels. One crucial aspect of Anderson's work involves
the apparently simple act of defining precisely what we mean when we say
'nation' or 'nationalism' - an interpretative step that is vital to the analysis he
proceeds to carry out. For Anderson, it is clear that nations are not 'natural;' as
historians and anthropologists are well aware, nations as we understand them
are a relatively modern phenomenon, dating back only as far as around 1500.
But if this is the case, how can we agree what a 'nation' is? Anderson's proposed
definition is that they are "imagined communities" - comprising groups of people
who regard themselves as belonging to the same community, even if they have
never met, and have nothing in common otherwise. The analysis that follows
from this insight is all about examining and breaking down the historical
processes that helped foster these communities - above all the birth of printing,
and the development of capitalism. Brilliantly incisive, Anderson's analysis shows
how good interpretative skills can form the foundations for compelling and
original insight.
Benedict Anderson, professor at Cornell and specialist in Southeast Asian
studies, is best known for his book Imagined Communities: Reflections on the
Origin and Spread of Nationalism (1991). It is no understatement to say that this
is one of the most influential books of the last twenty years. Widely read both by
social scientists and humanists, it has become an unavoidable document. For
people in the humanities, Anderson is particularly interesting because he
explores the rise of nationalism in connection with the rise of the novel.
An intellectual memoir by the author of the acclaimed Imagined Communities
Born in China, Benedict Anderson spent his childhood in California and Ireland,
was educated in England and finally found a home at Cornell University, where
he immersed himself in the growing field of Southeast Asian studies. He was
expelled from Suharto’s Indonesia after revealing the military to be behind the
attempted coup of 1965, an event which prompted reprisals that killed up to a
million communists and their supporters. Banned from the country for thirty-five
years, he continued his research in Thailand and the Philippines, producing a
very fine study of the Filipino novelist and patriot José Rizal in The Age of
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Globalization. In A Life Beyond Boundaries, Anderson recounts a life spent open
to the world. Here he reveals the joys of learning languages, the importance of
fieldwork, the pleasures of translation, the influence of the New Left on global
thinking, the satisfactions of teaching, and a love of world literature. He discusses
the ideas and inspirations behind his best-known work, Imagined Communities
(1983), whose complexities changed the study of nationalism. Benedict Anderson
died in Java in December 2015, soon after he had finished correcting the proofs
of this book. The tributes that poured in from Asia alone suggest that his work will
continue to inspire and stimulate minds young and old.
Explores newly emerging communities in Thailand
The definitive, bestselling book on the origins and development of nationalism...
Although numerous accounts have been published of the genesis and character
of the attempted October 1965 coup in Indonesia, many important aspects of that
affair still remain very unclear. This seminal work by two of the world's leading
Indonesianists offers the first clear analysis of what really occurred during this
dark time in Indonesia's history.
What makes people love and die for nations, as well as hate and kill in their
name? While many studies have been written on nationalist political movements,
the sense of nationality—the personal and cultural feeling of belonging to the
nation—has not received proportionate attention. In this widely acclaimed work,
Benedict Anderson examines the creation and global spread of the 'imagined
communities' of nationality. Anderson explores the processes that created these
communities: the territorialisation of religious faiths, the decline of antique
kingship, the interaction between capitalism and print, the development of
vernacular languages-of-state, and changing conceptions of time. He shows how
an originary nationalism born in the Americas was modularly adopted by popular
movements in Europe, by the imperialist powers, and by the anti-imperialist
resistances in Asia and Africa. This revised edition includes two new chapters,
one of which discusses the complex role of the colonialist state's mindset in the
development of Third World nationalism, while the other analyses the processes
by which all over the world, nations came to imagine themselves as old.
January 25, 2011 marks a turning point in Egypt's history which saw an uprising
topple the 30 year incumbent regime in just 18 days. Hundreds of thousands of
Egyptians took to the streets. The Twitter posts of the activists who brought about
the revolution paint an exhilarating picture of an uprising in real-time.
When did categories such as a national space and economy acquire self-evident
meaning and a global reach? Why do nationalist movements demand a territorial
fix between a particular space, economy, culture, and people? Producing India
mounts a formidable challenge to the entrenched practice of methodological
nationalism that has accorded an exaggerated privilege to the nation-state as a
dominant unit of historical and political analysis. Manu Goswami locates the
origins and contradictions of Indian nationalism in the convergence of the lived
experience of colonial space, the expansive logic of capital, and interstate
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dynamics. Building on and critically extending subaltern and postcolonial
perspectives, her study shows how nineteenth-century conceptions of India as a
bounded national space and economy bequeathed an enduring tension between
a universalistic political economy of nationhood and a nativist project that
continues to haunt the present moment. Elegantly conceived and judiciously
argued, Producing India will be invaluable to students of history, political
economy, geography, and Asian studies.
The "Arab Spring" was heralded and publicly embraced by foreign leaders of
many countries that define themselves by their own historic revolutions. The
contributors to this volume examine the legitimacy of these comparisons by
exploring whether or not all modern revolutions follow a pattern or script.
Traditionally, historians have studied revolutions as distinct and separate events.
Drawing on close familiarity with many different cultures, languages, and
historical transitions, this anthology presents the first cohesive historical
approach to the comparative study of revolutions. This volume argues that the
American and French Revolutions provided the genesis of the revolutionary
"script" that was rewritten by Marx, which was revised by Lenin and the Bolshevik
Revolution, which was revised again by Mao and the Chinese Communist
Revolution. Later revolutions in Cuba and Iran improvised further. This script is
once again on display in the capitals of the Middle East and North Africa, and it
will serve as the model for future revolutionary movements.
With contributions from musicologists, historians, sociologists, anthropologists and literary
scholars, this book provides an interdisciplinary perspective on how different modes of musical
sociability - ranging from opera performances to collective singing and internet fan
communities - inspire ""imagined communities"" that not only transcend national borders, but
also challenge the boundaries between the self and the other. While the relationship between
music and nationhood has been widely r...
In this book, the prominent theorist Partha Chatterjee looks at the creative and powerful results
of the nationalist imagination in Asia and Africa that are posited not on identity but on
difference with the nationalism propagated by the West. Arguing that scholars have been
mistaken in equating political nationalism with nationalism as such, he shows how
anticolonialist nationalists produced their own domain of sovereignty within colonial society well
before beginning their political battle with the imperial power. These nationalists divided their
culture into material and spiritual domains, and staked an early claim to the spiritual sphere,
represented by religion, caste, women and the family, and peasants. Chatterjee shows how
middle-class elites first imagined the nation into being in this spiritual dimension and then
readied it for political contest, all the while "normalizing" the aspirations of the various marginal
groups that typify the spiritual sphere. While Chatterjee's specific examples are drawn from
Indian sources, with a copious use of Bengali language materials, the book is a contribution to
the general theoretical discussion on nationalism and the modern state. Examining the
paradoxes involved with creating first a uniquely non-Western nation in the spiritual sphere and
then a universalist nation-state in the material sphere, the author finds that the search for a
postcolonial modernity is necessarily linked with past struggles against modernity.
The classic text, with a new introduction by Anthony Barnett In this classic text, first published
in 1977, Tom Nairn memorably depicts the "slow foundering" of the United Kingdom on the
rocks of constitutional anachronism, its fall from empire and the gathering force of civic
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nationalism. Rich in comparisons between the nationalisms of the British Isles and those of the
wider world, The Break-Up of Britain concludes by reflecting on the Janus-faced nature of
national identity. Postscripts from the Thatcher and New Labour years trace the political
strategies whose upshot accelerated the demise of a British order they were intended to serve.
As a second Scottish independence referendum beckons, a new introduction by
openDemocracy's Anthony Barnett underlines the book's enduring relevance.
Professor Kahin's classic 1952 study, reprinted for a contemporary audience. An immediate,
vibrant portrait of a nation in the age of revolution, featuring interviews with many of the chief
players. With new illustrations and a new introduction by Benedict R. O'G. Anderson.
In 1983 Benedict Anderson's Imagined Communities revolutionized the anthropology of
nationalism. Anderson argued that "print capitalism" fostered nations as imagined communities
in a modular form that became the culture of modernity. Now, in Represented Communities,
John D. Kelly and Martha Kaplan offer an extensive and devastating critique of Anderson's
depictions of colonial history, his comparative method, and his political anthropology. The
authors build a forceful argument around events in Fiji from World War II to the 2000 coups,
showing how focus on "imagined communities" underestimates colonial history and obscures
the struggle over legal rights and political representation in postcolonial nation-states. They
show that the "self-determining" nation-state actually emerged with the postwar construction of
the United Nations, fundamentally changing the politics of representation. Sophisticated and
impassioned, this book will further anthropology's contribution to the understanding of
contemporary nationalisms.
In his groundbreaking Imagined Communities, first published in 1983, Benedict Anderson
argued that members of a community experience a "deep, horizontal camaraderie." Despite
being strangers, members feel connected in a web of imagined experiences. Yet while
Anderson's insights have been hugely influential, they remain abstract: it is difficult to imagine
imagined communities. How do they evolve and how is membership constructed cognitively,
socially and culturally? How do individuals and communities contribute to group formation
through the act of imagining? And what is the glue that holds communities together? Imagining
Communities examines actual processes of experiencing the imagined community, exploring
its emotive force in a number of case studies. Communal bonding is analyzed, offering
concrete insights on where and by whom the nation (or social group) is imagined and the role
of individuals therein. Offering eleven empirical case studies, ranging from the premodern to
the modern age, this volume looks at and beyond the nation and includes regional as well as
transnational communities as well.
A controversial collection from the author of the celebrated Imagined Communities. While
Benedict Anderson is best known for his classic book on nationalism, Imagined Communities,
many of his most telling and incisive interventions have been made in his essays. Those
collected in this new book span a range of subjects: from Aquino's Philippines, where the
horses on the haciendas ate better than the stable-hands, to political assassination in
contemporary Thailand, where government posts have become so lucrative that to gain them
candidates will kill their rivals. In these writing, the subtle imbrication of politics, national
imaginings, bureaucracy, modernization and its agents (particularly print culture) is brought out
in all its complexity and richness. "The spectre of comparisons" was a phrase used by the
celebrated Filipino nationalist and novelist Jose Rizal (1861-96), whose work and fate in the
national imagination are discussed in these pages. In his finely wrought observations on
Southeast Asian societies, Anderson raises deep questions concerning this spectre, about
how, for instance, Manila is changed when it can no longer be seen through a comparison with
European capitals, and how, more broadly, nationalism is produce by the process of increasing
global connection. The Spectre of Comparisons is an indispensable resource for those
interested in South-East Asia. But it also contains important theoretical and historical
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considerations about nationalism, national literature and memory, modernization, and the
prospects for the Left in what Anderson dubs 'The New World Disorder'.
"If it isn't obvious from the title of this book that this is going to be full of postmodern jargon, it
becomes clear quite quickly that Chaterjee prefers difficult terms like 'problematic', 'thematic'
and 'discourse' without always defining them - he even admits his admiration for Rorty,
Barthes, Foucault and Derrida. Nonetheless, underneath all of this verbiage is a strong and
convincing argument about the three stages of nationalism in India: the moment of departure
(epitomized by Bankimchandra Chatttopadhyay), the moment of manoeuvre (Gandhi) and the
moment of arrival (Nehru). Chatterjee clearly shows how nationalism in India was akin to
Gramsci's concept of the 'passive revolution' - i.e. merely a drive towards independence, not
towards transforming or breaking up colonial instutions. He argues that, instead of supporting
nationalism, we should instead challenge the marriage between reason and capital. From the
title of this book one might expect Chatterjee to draw links to other anti-colonial nationalisms
but he doesn't; rather he only discusses India (not even other parts of South Asia). While this
approach doesn't really make this book too useful for examining anti-colonial nationalisms in
general, for someone like me who has never read a book on Indian nationalism this is a good
introduction." -- from Amazon.ca.

This is the first anthology to thematize the dramatic upward and downward shifts
that have created the new social theory, and to present this new and exciting
body of work in a thoroughly trans-disciplinary manner. In this revised second
edition readers are provided with a much greater range of thinkers and
perspectives, including new sections on such issues as imperialism, power,
civilization clash, health and performance. The first section sets out the main
schools of contemporary thought, from Habermas and Honneth on new critical
theory, to Jameson and Hall on cultural studies, and Foucault and Bourdieu on
poststructuralism. The sections that follow trace theory debates as they become
more issues-based and engaged. They are: the post-foundational debates over
morality, justice and epistemological truth the social meaning of nationalism,
multiculturalism and globalization identity debates around gender, sexuality, race,
the self and post-coloniality. This new edition provides more ample biographical
and intellectual introductions to each thinker, and substantial introductions to
each of the major sections. The editors introduce the volume with a newly
revised, interpretive overview of social theory today. The New Social Theory
Reader is an essential, reliable guide to current theoretical debates.
A representative sampling of the short fiction produced by a single generation of
Thai writers during the American Era in Thailand, the two decades from the
mid-1950s to the mid-1970s, when US involvement in politics and the economy
ignited rapid social change and awakened a group of thoughtful new authors.
In honor of Benedict Anderson's many years as a teacher and his profound
contributions to the field of Southeast Asian studies, the editors have collected
essays from a number of the many scholars who studied with him. These articles
deal with the literature, politics, history, and culture of Southeast Asia, addressing
Benedict Anderson's broad concerns.
In this lively book, Benedict R. O'G. Anderson explores the cultural and political
contradictions that have arisen from two critical facts in Indonesian history: that
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while the Indonesian nation is young, the Indonesian nation is ancient originating
in the early seventeenth-century Dutch conquests; and that contemporary politics
are conducted in a new language. Bahasa Indonesia, by peoples (especially the
Javanese) whose cultures are rooted in medieval times. Analyzing a spectrum of
examples from classical poetry to public monuments and cartoons, Anderson
deepens our understanding of the interaction between modern and traditional
notions of power, the mediation of power by language, and the development of
national consciousness. Language and Power, now republished as part of
Equinox Publishing's Classic Indonesia series, brings together eight of
Anderson's most influential essays over the past two decades and is essential
reading for anyone studying the Indonesian country, people or language.
Benedict Anderson is one of the world's leading authorities on Southeast Asian
nationalism and particularly on Indonesia. He is Professor of International Studies
and Director of the Modern Indonesia Project at Cornell University, New York. His
other works include Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and
Spread of Nationalism and The Spectre of Comparisons: Nationalism, Southeast
Asia, and the World.
“A compelling read” that reveals how maps became informational tools charting
everything from epidemics to slavery (Journal of American History). In the
nineteenth century, Americans began to use maps in radically new ways. For the
first time, medical men mapped diseases to understand and prevent epidemics,
natural scientists mapped climate and rainfall to uncover weather patterns,
educators mapped the past to foster national loyalty among students, and
Northerners mapped slavery to assess the power of the South. After the Civil
War, federal agencies embraced statistical and thematic mapping in order to
profile the ethnic, racial, economic, moral, and physical attributes of a reunified
nation. By the end of the century, Congress had authorized a national archive of
maps, an explicit recognition that old maps were not relics to be discarded but
unique records of the nation’s past. All of these experiments involved the
realization that maps were not just illustrations of data, but visual tools that were
uniquely equipped to convey complex ideas and information. In Mapping the
Nation, Susan Schulten charts how maps of epidemic disease, slavery, census
statistics, the environment, and the past demonstrated the analytical potential of
cartography, and in the process transformed the very meaning of a map. Today,
statistical and thematic maps are so ubiquitous that we take for granted that data
will be arranged cartographically. Whether for urban planning, public health,
marketing, or political strategy, maps have become everyday tools of social
organization, governance, and economics. The world we inhabit—saturated with
maps and graphic information—grew out of this sea change in spatial thought and
representation in the nineteenth century, when Americans learned to see
themselves and their nation in new dimensions.
This book provides a unique social science reading on the construction of nation,
gender and sexuality and on the interactions among them. It includes
Page 8/11

Download Free Benedict Anderson Imagined Communities
international case studies from Indonesia, Ireland, former Yugoslavia, Liberia, Sri
Lanka, Australia, the USA, Turkey, China, India and the Caribbean. The
contributors offer both the masculine and feminine perspective, exposing how
nations are comprised of sexed bodies, and exploring the gender ironies of
nationalism and how sexuality plays a key role in nation building and in
sustaining national identity. The contributors conclude that control over access to
the benefits of belonging to the nation is invariably gendered; nationalism
becomes the language through which sexual control and repression is justified
masculine prowess is expressed and exercised. Whilst it is men who claim the
prerogatives of nation and nation building it is, for the most part, women who
actually accept the obligation of nation and nation building.
Advanced media technologies have transformed immigrants' relations with their
departure and arrival societies. This title explores how Muslim-Arab religious
scholars have developed over the years a theory that tasks Muslims living in the
West with specific duties within the framework of their anticipated global Muslim
nation.
Noted political scientist Benjamin Ginsberg has written an essential text for
courses on the United States presidency. An invaluable resource, Ginsberg’s
comprehensive analysis emphasizes the historical, constitutional, and legal
dimensions of presidential power. He explores the history and essential aspects
of the office, the president’s relationship to the rest of the executive branch and
to a subordinated Congress, and the evolution of the American president from
policy executor to policy maker. Compelling photo essays delve into topics of
special interest, including First Spouses, Presidential Eligibility, and
Congressional Investigations of the White House.
How did the nationalisms of Latin America's many countries -- elaborated in everything
from history and fiction to cookery -- arise from their common backgrounds in the
Spanish and Portuguese empires and their similar populations of mixed European,
native, and African origins? Beyond Imagined Communities: Reading and Writing the
Nation in Nineteenth-Century Latin America, discards one answer and provides a rich
collection of others. These essays began as a critique of the argument by Benedict
Anderson's highly influential book Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and
Spread of Nationalism. Anderson traces Latin American nationalisms to local circulation
of colonial newspapers and tours of duty of colonial administrators, but this book shows
the limited validity of these arguments. Instead, Beyond Imagined Communities shows
how more diverse cultural influences shaped Latin American nationalisms. Four
historians examine social situations: FranÃ§ois-Xavier Guerra studies various forms of
political communication; Tulio HalperÃn Donghi, political parties; Sarah C. Chambers,
the feminine world of salons; and Andrew Kirkendall, the institutions of higher education
that trained the new administrators. Next, four critics examine production of cultural
objects: Fernando Unzueta investigates novels; Sara Castro-KlarÃ©n, archeology and
folklore; Gustavo Verdesio, suppression of unwanted archeological evidence; and
Beatriz GonzÃ¡lez Stephan, national literary histories and international expositions.
Part of Verso's classic Mapping series that collects the most important writings on key
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topics in a changing world In nearly two decades since Samuel P. Huntingdon
proposed his influential and troubling ‘clash of civilizations’ thesis, nationalism has
only continued to puzzle and frustrate commentators, policy analysts, and political
theorists. No consensus exists concerning its identity, genesis, or future. Are we
reverting to the petty nationalisms of the nineteenth century or evolving into a
globalized, supranational world? Has the nation-state outlived its usefulness and
exhausted its progressive and emancipatory role? Opening with powerful statements by
Lord Acton and Otto Bauer—the classic liberal and socialist positions—Mapping the
Nation presents a wealth of thought on this issue: the debate between Ernest Gellner
and Miroslav Hroch; Gopal Balakrishnan’s critique of Benedict Anderson’s seminal
Imagined Communities; Partha Chatterjee on the limitations of the Enlightenment
approach to nationhood; and contributions from Michael Mann, Eric Hobsbawm, Tom
Nairn, and Jürgen Habermas.
The concept of the nation is central to modern understandings both of political
community and of personal identity. Dealing chiefly with British and German examples,
but relating these to wider conceptual and theoretical issues, the essays in this book
illustrate both the diversity and the potential of a cultural approach to nationhood and
nationalism. 55 illustrations.
The definitive, bestselling book on the origins of nationalism, and the processes that
have shaped it. Imagined Communities, Benedict Anderson’s brilliant book on
nationalism, forged a new field of study when it first appeared in 1983. Since then it has
sold over a quarter of a million copies and is widely considered the most important book
on the subject. In this greatly anticipated revised edition, Anderson updates and
elaborates on the core question: what makes people live and die for nations, as well as
hate and kill in their name? Anderson examines the creation and global spread of the
‘imagined communities’ of nationality, and explores the processes that created these
communities: the territorialization of religious faiths, the decline of antique kinship, the
interaction between capitalism and print, the development of secular languages-ofstate, and changing conceptions of time and space. He shows how an originary
nationalism born in the Americas was adopted by popular movements in Europe, by
imperialist powers, and by the movements of anti-imperialist resistance in Asia and
Africa. In a new afterword, Anderson examines the extraordinary influence of Imagined
Communities, and the book's international publication and reception, from the end of
the Cold War era to the present day.
Benedict Anderson's 1983 masterpiece Imagined Communities is a ground-breaking
analysis of the origins and meanings of "nations" and "nationalism." A book that helped
reshape the field of nationalism studies, Imagined Communities also shows the critical
thinking skills of interpretation and analysis working at their highest levels. One crucial
aspect of Anderson's work involves the apparently simple act of defining precisely what
we mean when we say 'nation' or 'nationalism' - an interpretative step that is vital to the
analysis he proceeds to carry out. For Anderson, it is clear that nations are not 'natural;'
as historians and anthropologists are well aware, nations as we understand them are a
relatively modern phenomenon, dating back only as far as around 1500. But if this is
the case, how can we agree what a 'nation' is? Anderson's proposed definition is that
they are "imagined communities" - comprising groups of people who regard themselves
as belonging to the same community, even if they have never met, and have nothing in
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common otherwise. The analysis that follows from this insight is all about examining
and breaking down the historical processes that helped foster these communities above all the birth of printing, and the development of capitalism. Brilliantly incisive,
Anderson's analysis shows how good interpretative skills can form the foundations for
compelling and original insight.
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