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A series of natural disasters in the Orient during the fourteenth century brought about the most
devastating period of death and destruction in European history. The epidemic killed one-third
of Europe's people over a period of three years, and the resulting social and economic
upheaval was on a scale unparalleled in all of recorded history. Synthesizing the records of
contemporary chroniclers and the work of later historians, Philip Ziegler offers a critically
acclaimed overview of this crucial epoch in a single masterly volume. The Black Death vividly
and comprehensively brings to light the full horror of this uniquely catastrophic event that
hastened the disintegration of an age.
Praise for the first edition: "To give a sense of immediacy and vividness to the long period in
such a short space is a major achievement." —History "Huppert's book is a little masterpiece
every teacher should welcome." —Renaissance Quarterly A work of genuine social history,
ÂAfter the Black Death leads the reader into the real villages and cities of European society.
For this second edition, George Huppert has added a new chapter on the incessant warfare of
the age and thoroughly updated the bibliographical essay.
With special emphasis on the period following the Black Death, this new collection of essays
explores agriculture and rural society during the late Middle Ages. Combining a broad
perspective on agrarian problems--such as depopulation and social conflict--with illustrative
material from detailed local and regional research, this compilation demonstrates how these
general problems were solved within specific contexts. The contributors supply detailed studies
relating to the use of the land, the movement of prices, the distribution of property, the
organization of trade, and the cohesion of village society, among other issues. New research
on regional development in medieval England and other European countries is also discussed.
An eye-opening anthology from the bestselling editor of Histories of Nations, exploring how
people around the globe have suffered and survived during plague and pandemic, from the
ancient world to the present. Plague, pestilence, and pandemics have been a part of the
human story from the beginning and have been reflected in art and writing at every turn.
Humankind has always struggled with illness; and the experiences of different cities and
countries have been compared and connected for thousands of years. Many great authors
have published their eyewitness accounts and survivor stories of the great contagions of the
past. When the great Muslim traveler Ibn Battuta visited Damascus in 1348 during the great
plague, which went on to kill half of the population, he wrote about everything he saw. He
reported, "God lightened their affliction; for the number of deaths in a single day at Damascus
did not attain 2,000, while in Cairo it reached the figure of 24,000 a day." From the plagues of
ancient Egypt recorded in Genesis to those like the Black Death that ravaged Europe in the
Middle Ages, and from the Spanish flu of 1918 to the Covid-19 pandemic in our own century,
this anthology contains fascinating accounts. Editor Peter Furtado places the human
experience at the center of these stories, understanding that the way people have responded
to disease crises over the centuries holds up a mirror to our own actions and experiences.
Plague, Pestilence and Pandemic includes writing from around the world and highlights the
shared emotional responses to pandemics: from rage, despair, dark humor, and heartbreak, to
finally, hope that it may all be over. By connecting these moments in history, this book places
our own reactions to the Covid-19 pandemic within the longer human story.
Seminar paper from the year 2001 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 2,0 (B),
University of Potsdam (Anglistics/ American Studies), course: Middle English lovelyrics, 6
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This work deals with the historical
background and the origin of Middle English Love Poetry. The origin of a poem can be
discovered by taking a closer look at its language. General information about the historical
background of the period, the social and literary situation and the purpose of love poetry will be
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given. The main part will illustrate, which dialects were used in poetry an literary writing. Itll
also try to locate some well-known poems by means of dialect and social background and give
a short interpretation as well."
With special emphasis on the period following the Black Death, this new collection of essays
explores agriculture and rural society during the late Middle Ages. Combining a broad
perspective on agrarian problems—such as depopulation and social conflict—with illustrative
material from detailed local and regional research, this compilation demonstrates how these
general problems were solved within specific contexts. The contributors supply detailed studies
relating to the use of the land, the movement of prices, the distribution of property, the
organization of trade, and the cohesion of village society, among other issues. New research
on regional development in medieval England and other European countries is also discussed.
It was one of the most famous health issues in history. The Black Death plague organism
(Yersinia pestis) spread from Asia throughout the Mediterranean, North Africa, and Europe in
the fourteenth century, and in just a decade it killed between 40 and 60 percent of the people
living in those areas. Previous research has shown, especially for Western Europe, how
population losses then led to structural economic, political, and social changes. But why and
how did the pandemic happen in the first place? When and where did it begin? How was it
sustained? What was its full geographic extent? And when did it really end? Pandemic Disease
in the Medieval World is the first book to synthesize the new evidence and research methods
that are providing fresh answers to these crucial questions. It was only in 2011, thanks to
ancient DNA recovered from remains unearthed in London's East Smithfield cemetery, that the
full genome of the plague pathogen was identified. This single-celled organism probably
originated 3000-4000 years ago and has caused three pandemics in recorded history: the
Justinianic (or First) Plague pandemic, around 541-750; the Black Death (Second Plague
Pandemic), conventionally dated to the 1340s; and the Third Plague pandemic, usually dated
from around 1894 to the 1930s. This ground-breaking book brings together scholars from the
humanities and social and physcial sciences to address the question of how recent work in
genetics, zoology, and epidemiology can enable a rethinking of the Black Death's global reach
and its larger historical significance. -- from back cover.

Each number includes "Reviews and book notices."
Dramatic social and economic change during the middle ages altered the lives of the
people of Britain in far-reaching ways, from the structure of their families to the ways
they made their livings. In this masterly book, preeminent medieval historian
Christopher Dyer presents a fresh view of the British economy from the ninth to the
sixteenth century and a vivid new account of medieval life. He begins his volume with
the formation of towns and villages in the ninth and tenth centuries and ends with the
inflation, population rise, and colonial expansion of the sixteenth century. This is a book
about ideas and attitudes as well as the material world, and Dyer shows how people
regarded the economy and responded to economic change. He examines the growth of
towns, the clearing of lands, the Great Famine, the Black Death, and the upheavals of
the fifteenth century through the eyes of those who experienced them. He also explores
the dilemmas and decisions of those who were making a living in a changing
world—from peasants, artisans, and wage earners to barons and monks. Drawing on
archaeological and landscape evidence along with more conventional archives and
records, the author offers here an engaging survey of British medieval economic history
unrivaled in breadth and clarity.
Women in Medieval Europe were expected to be submissive, but such a broad picture
ignores great areas of female experience. Between the thirteenth and fifteenth
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centuries, women are found in the workplace as well as the home, and some women
were numbered among the key rulers, saints and mystics of the medieval world.
Opportunities and activities changed over time, and by 1500 the world of work was
becoming increasingly restricted for women. Women of all social groups were primarily
engaged with their families, looking after husband and children, and running the
household. Patterns of work varied geographically. In the northern towns, women
engaged in a wide range of crafts, with a small number becoming entrepreneurs. Many
of the poor made a living as servants and labourers. Prostitution flourished in many
medieval towns. Some women turned to the religious life, and here opportunities
burgeoned in the thirteenth century. The Middle Ages are not remote from the twentyfirst century; the lives of medieval women evoke a response today. The medieval
mother faced similar problems to her modern counterpart. The sheer variety of
women’s experience in the later Middle Ages is fully brought out in this book.
A fascinating work of detective history, The Black Death traces the causes and farreaching consequences of this infamous outbreak of plague that spread across the
continent of Europe from 1347 to 1351. Drawing on sources as diverse as monastic
manuscripts and dendrochronological studies (which measure growth rings in trees),
historian Robert S. Gottfried demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat fleas
brought on an ecological reign of terror -- killing one European in three, wiping out
entire villages and towns, and rocking the foundation of medieval society and
civilization.
People like to believe in a past golden age of traditional English countryside, before
large farms, machinery, and the destruction of hedgerows changed the landscape
forever. However, that countryside may have looked both more and less familiar than
we imagine. Take todays startling yellow fields of rapeseed, seemingly more suited to
the landscape of Van Gogh than Constable. They were, in fact, thoroughly familiar to
fieldworkers in seventeenth-century England. At the same time, some features that
would have gone unremarked in the past now seem like oddities. In the fifteenth
century, rabbit warrens were specially guarded to rear rabbits as a luxury food for rich
mens tables; whilst houses had moats not only to defend them but to provide a source
of fresh fish. In the 1500s we find Catherine of Aragon introducing the concept of a
fresh salad to the court of Henry VIII; and in the 1600s, artichoke gardens became a
fashion of the gentry in their hope of producing more male heirs. The common tomato,
suspected of being poisonous in 1837, was transformed into a household vegetable by
the end of the nineteenth century, thanks to cheaper glass-making methods and the
resulting increase in glasshouses. In addition to these images of past lives, Joan Thirsk
reveals how the forces which drive our current interest in alternative forms of agriculture
a glut of meat and cereal crops, changing dietary habits, the needs of medicine have
striking parallels with earlier periods in our history. She warns us that todays decisions
should not be made in a historical vacuum: we can find solutions to our current
problems in the experience of people in the past.
"The Enclosures in England: An Economic Reconstruction" by Harriett Bradley.
Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that
encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the books that need to
be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost
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readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are userfriendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
The Black Death of 1348-9 is the most catastrophic event and worst pandemic in
recorded history. After the Black Death offers a major reinterpretation of its immediate
impact and longer-term consequences in England. After the Black Death reassesses
the established scholarship on the impact of plague on fourteenth-century England and
draws upon original research into primary sources to offer a major re-interpretation of
the subject. It studies how the government reacted to the crisis, and how communities
adapted in its wake. It places the pandemic within the wider context of extreme weather
and epidemiological events, the institutional framework of markets and serfdom, and
the role of law in reducing risks and conditioning behaviour. The government's
response to the Black Death is reconsidered in order to cast new light on the Peasants'
Revolt of 1381. By 1400, the effects of plague had resulted in major changes to the
structure of society and the economy, creating the pre-conditions for England's role in
the Little Divergence (whereby economic performance in parts of north western Europe
began to move decisively ahead of the rest of the continent). After the Black Death
explores in detail how a major pandemic transformed society, and, in doing so, elevates
the third quarter of the fourteenth century from a little-understood paradox to a critical
period of profound and irreversible change in English and global history.
Did the expanding economic life of England after the Black Death improve the lot of
women, as is commonly thought? This study argues not.
A Rural Society after the Black Death is a study of rural social structure in the English
county of Essex between 1350 and 1500. It seeks to understand how, in the population
collapse after the Black Death (1348-1349), a particular economic environment affected
ordinary people's lives in the areas of migration, marriage and employment, and also
contributed to patterns of religious nonconformity, agrarian riots and unrest, and even
rural housing. The period under scrutiny is often seen as a transitional era between
'medieval' and 'early-modern' England, but in the light of recent advances in English
historical demography, this study suggests that there was more continuity than change
in some critically important aspects of social structure in the region in question. Among
the most important contributions of the book are its use of an unprecedentedly wide
range of original manuscript records (estate and manorial records, taxation and criminalcourt records, royal tenurial records, and the records of church courts, wills etc.) and its
application of current quantitative and comparative demographic methods.
New research, drawing on records from across Europe, throws light on the nature of the
disease, its origin, spread, mortality, and its impact on history.
Level: KS3 Subject: History
The Routledge Handbook of Medieval Rural Life brings together the latest research on
peasantry in medieval Europe. The aim is to place peasants – as small-scale
agricultural producers – firmly at the centre of this volume, as people with agency,
immense skill and resilience to shape their environments, cultures and societies. This
volume examines the changes and evolutions within village societies across the
medieval period, over a broad chronology and across a wide geography. Rural
structures, families and hierarchies are examined alongside tool use and trade, as well
as the impact of external factors such as famine and the Black Death. The contributions
offer insights into multidisciplinary research, incorporating archaeological as well as
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landscape studies alongside traditional historical documentary approaches across
widely differing local and regional contexts across medieval Europe. This book will be
an essential reference for scholars and students of medieval history, as well those
interested in rural, cultural and social history.
In the spring of 1999, in the beautiful hills of the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands, a young white
farmer is shot dead on the dirt road running from his father's farmhouse to his irrigation
fields. The murder is the work of assassins rather than robbers; a single shot behind the
ear, nothing but his gun stolen, no forensic evidence like spent cartridges or fingerprints
left at the scene. Journalist Jonny Steinberg travels to the Midlands to investigate. Local
black workers say the young white man had it coming. The dead man's father says that
the machinery of a political conspiracy has been set into motion, that he and his
neighbours are being pushed off their land. Initially thinking that he is to write about an
event in the recent past, Steinberg finds that much of the story lies in the immediate
future. He has stumbled upon a festering frontier battle, the combatants groping
hungrily for the whispers and lies that drift in from the other side. Right from the
beginning, it is clear that the young white man is not the only one who will die on that
frontier, and that the story of his and other deaths will illuminate a great deal about the
early days of post-apartheid South Africa. Sifting through the betrayals and the
poisoned memories of a century-long relationship between black and white, Steinberg
takes us to a part of post-apartheid South Africa we fear to contemplate. Midlands is
about the midlands of the heart and mind, the midlands between possession and
dispossession, the midlands between the past and present, myth and reality. Midlands
is a tour de force of investigative journalism.
Through a series of thoroughly referenced snapshots in time Andrew Homer explores
specific aspects of the Black Country and its surrounding area covering topics as
diverse as the Black Death and Brutalist architecture. Students of Black Country and
West Midlands local history will find detailed references and extensive bibliography to
aid further research. Readers with a keen fascination for the history of this region will
discover much of interest within these pages. Chapters cover the Black Death, English
Civil War, rural life, aristocracy and industry, hop picking, art and architecture, the
chainmaking womens' strike of 1910 and the extraordinary story of Black Country
chainmakers kidnapped by the Germans before the First World War. A Black Country
Miscellany focusses on some of the events, places and people who helped to forge this
area of the West Midlands.
The full story of the infamous double murder featured on Discovery’s FBI
Files—includes photos. In this book, former South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
(SLED) forensic photographer Lieutenant Rita Y. Shuler recouts twenty-eight days of
terror and shocking developments in one of the most notorious double murders and
manhunts in South Carolina history. Shuler shares her own personal interactions with
some of the key players in this famous manhunt and investigation. Also included are
Bell’s chilling calls from area phone booths to the Smith family, along with his
disconcerting interviews and bizarre actions in the courtroom, which show the dark, evil
and criminal mind of this horrific killer. This is a comprehensive account of the case that
has been featured on the Discovery Channel’s FBI Files, in the CBS movie Nightmare
in Columbia County, and on Court TV’s Forensic Files.
We all know about how the Black Death ravaged Europe, but do you know about how
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the Black Death affected the people of the Midlands in the UK? T A Jones, author of
Lye Waste - A Very Horrible History - examines the history of the plague in the
Midlands.
A little over a century ago, bubonic plague--the same Black Death that decimated
medieval Europe--arrived on the shores of Hawaii just as the islands were about to
become a U.S. territory. In this absorbing narrative, James Mohr tells the story of that
fearful visitation and its fiery climax--a vast conflagration that engulfed Honolulu's
Chinatown. Mohr tells this gripping tale largely through the eyes of the people caught
up in the disaster, from members of the white elite to Chinese doctors, Japanese
businessmen, and Hawaiian reporters. At the heart of the narrative are three American
physicians--the Honolulu Board of Health--who became virtual dictators when the
government granted them absolute control over the armed forces and the treasury. The
doctors soon quarantined Chinatown, where the plague was killing one or two people a
day and clearly spreading. They resisted intense pressure from the white community to
burn down all of Chinatown at once and instead ordered a careful, controlled burning of
buildings where plague victims had died. But a freak wind whipped one of those small
fires into a roaring inferno that destroyed everything in its path, consuming roughly thirtyeight acres of densely packed wooden structures in a single afternoon. Some 5000
people lost their homes and all their possessions and were marched in shock to
detention camps, where they were confined under armed guard for weeks. Next to the
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the Chinatown fire is the worst civic disaster in
Hawaiian history. A dramatic account of people struggling in the face of mounting
catastrophe, Plague and Fire is a stimulating and thought-provoking read.
This volume will provide a comprehensive yet accessible description of East Midlands
English, an area of neglect in linguistic research. Existing publications, which aggregate
the findings of earlier surveys and more recent localised studies presenting an overview
of regional speech in the UK, are either lacking up-to-date research data from the East
Midlands or simply ignore the region. A coordinated survey of dialects of the East
Midlands was part of the Survey of English Dialects (SED) in the 1950s. This data is
now over sixty years old and focuses almost exclusively on broad rural dialect
speakers. This book will fill the knowledge and literature gaps by comparing vernacular
speech in different urban and rural locations in the East Midlands, and examining
whether the East Midlands is a 'transition zone' between the North and South.
Recordings held by the British Library will be used, and will be supplemented with
recordings made with local speakers. Language in the East Midlands is distinctive and
there is considerable regional variety, for instance, between speech in the major urban
centres of Nottingham, Derby and Leicester. Bringing out this regional variation will also
improve our wider understanding of language variation in English. The concept of the
East Midlands in itself is not a clear one, and this volume aims to address such issues
and to examine what makes the East Midlands an area of itself and what this area
includes.
Making pioneering use of GIS to unlock part of the treasure trove of information
contained in England's unrivalled medieval public records, this atlas reveals the human
geography in England during the pivotal half century before the Black Death.
The History of English: An Introduction provides a chronological analysis of the
linguistic, social, and cultural development of the English language from before its
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establishment in Britain around the year 450 to the present. Each chapter represents a
new stage in the development of the language from Old English through Middle English
to Modern Global English, all illustrated with a rich and diverse selection of primary
texts showing changes in language resulting from contact, conquest and domination,
and the expansion of English around the world. The History of English goes beyond the
usual focus on English in the UK and the USA to include the wider global course of the
language during and following the Early Modern English period. This perspective
therefore also includes a historical review of English in its pidgin and creole varieties
and as a native and/or second language in the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, and Australasia.
Designed to be user-friendly, The History of English contains: chapter introductions and
conclusions to assist study over 80 textual examples demonstrating linguistic change,
accompanied by translations and/or glosses where appropriate study questions on the
social, cultural and linguistic background of the chapter topics further reading from key
texts to extend or deepen the focus nearly 100 supporting figures, tables, and maps to
illuminate the text 16-pages of colour plates depicting exemplary texts, relevant
artefacts, and examples of language usage, including Germanic runes, the opening
page of Beowulf, the New England Primer, and the Treaty of Waitangi. The companion
website at www.routledge.com/cw/gramley supports the textbook and features: an
extended view of major aspects of language development as well as synopses of
material dealt with in a range of chapters in the book further sample texts, including
examples from Chaucer, numerous Early Modern English texts from a wide variety of
fields, and twenty-first-century novels additional exercises to help users expand their
insights and apply background knowledge an interactive timeline of important historical
events and developments with linked encyclopaedic entries audio clips providing
examples of a wide range of accents The History of English is essential reading for any
student of the English language.
Medieval feudal society was built on a sociopolitical and economic system guided by
feudalism and the transcendental views of Christianity. Both of these institutions were
put to the test during the Black Death epidemic, the deadliest disaster humankind has
suffered, given the population of the time. Without a doubt, this event revolutionized
medieval society in every way and accelerated a process of change that had been
brewing for centuries.But the impact of the plague went well beyond loss of life. It fatally
wounded the spiritual, social and economic foundations of the medieval world, to such
an extent that one could shift the traditional timeline and mark 1347, the year the
plague began, as the true end of the Middle Ages. We can read many statistics on the
economic and demographic impact of the Black Death in Europe, but nothing reflects
the ordeal better than the painting, “The Triumph of Death,” by Flemish artist Pieter
Brueghel the Elder. We cannot help but shudder at the helplessness and despair of
these people trying in vain to escape their fate. Peasants, nobles, priests, kings, and
bishops, all made equal by death, while armies of skeletons chase after them,
proclaiming the end of times. In the face of an ordered, hierarchal medieval society, this
painting shows us chaos, disorder and equality in death. In this book, I will attempt to
summarize, first, how the Church and feudalism were the bases of medieval society,
then in the following chapters describe the principal economic, social, and spiritual
effects of the plague and how Europe was changed forever.
Completely revised and updated for this new edition, Benedictow's acclaimed study
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remains the definitive account of the Black Death and its impact on history. The first
edition of The Black Death collected and analysed the many local studies on the
disease published in a variety of languages and examined a range of scholarly papers.
The medical and epidemiological characteristics of the disease, its geographical origin,
its spread across Asia Minor, the Middle East, North Africa and Europe, and the
mortality in the countries and regions for which there are satisfactory studies, are
clearly presented and thoroughly discussed. The pattern, pace and seasonality of
spread revealed through close scrutiny of these studies exactly reflect current medical
work and standard studies on the epidemiology of bubonic plague. Benedictow's
findings made it clear that the true mortality rate was far higher than had been
previously thought. In the light of those findings, the discussion in the last part of the
book showing the Black Death as a turning point in history takes on a new significance.
OLE J. BENEDICTOW is Professor of History at the University of Oslo.
Leading journalists between the coasts offer perspectives on immigration, drug
addiction, climate change, and more that you won’t find in national mainstream media.
After the 2016 presidential election, the national media fretted over what they could
have missed in the middle of the country, launching a thousand think pieces about socalled “Trump Country.” Yet in 2020, the polling was way off—again. Journalists
between the coasts could only shake their heads at the persistence of the false
narratives around the communities where they lived and worked. Contributor Ted
Genoways foresaw how close the election in 2016 would be and, in its aftermath, put
out a public call on Facebook, calling on writers from those midland states to help
answer the national media’s puzzlement. Representing a true cross-section of
America, both geographically and ethnically, these writers highlight the diversity of the
American experience in essays and articles that tell the hidden local truths behind the
national headlines. For instance: -Esther Honig describes the effects of the immigration
crackdown in Colorado -C.J. Janovy writes about the challenges of being an LGBTQ+
activist in Kansas -Karen Coates and Valeria Fernández show us the children
harvesting our food -And Sydney Boles chronicles a miner’s protest in Kentucky. For
readers willing to look at the American experience that the pundits don’t know about or
cover, Midland is an invaluable peek into the hearts and minds of largely unheard
Americans.
In a captivating and compelling voice that ranks with many of our greatest memoirists,
Laura Bush tells the story of her unique path from dusty Midland, Texas to the world
stage and the White House. An only child, Laura Welch grew up in a family that lost
three babies to miscarriage or infant death. She masterfully recreates the rugged, oil
boom-and-bust culture of Midland, her close relationship with her father, and the bonds
of early friendships that she retains to this day. For the first time, in heart-wrenching
detail, she writes about her tragic car accident that left her friend Mike Douglas dead.
Laura Welch attended Southern Methodist University in an era on the cusp of
monumental change. After graduating, she became an elementary school teacher,
working in inner city schools, then trained as a librarian. At age thirty, she met George
W. Bush, whom she had last passed in the hallway in seventh grade. Three months
later, 'the old maid of Midland married Midland's most eligible bachelor'. As First Lady of
Texas, Laura Bush championed education and launched the Texas Book Festival,
passions she brought to the White House. Here, she captures presidential life in the
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frantic and fearful months after 9-11, when fighter jet cover echoed through the walls.
She writes openly about the threats, the withering media spotlight, and the
transformation of her role. One of the first U.S. officials to visit war-torn Afghanistan,
she reached out to disease-stricken African nations and tirelessly advocated for women
in the Middle East and dissidents in Burma. With deft humor and a sharp eye, Laura
Bush lifts the curtain on what really happens inside the White House. And she writes
with honesty and eloquence about her family, political life, and her eight remarkable
Washington years. Laura Bush's compassion, her sense of humour, her grace, and her
uncommon willingness to bare her heart make this story deeply revelatory, beautifully
rendered, and unlike any other First Lady's memoir ever written.
Textbooks inform readers that the precursor of Standard English was supposedly an
East or Central Midlands variety which became adopted in London; that monolingual
fifteenth century English manuscripts fall into internally-cohesive Types; and that the
fourth Type, dating after 1435 and labelled ‘Chancery Standard’, provided the
mechanism by which this supposedly Midlands variety spread out from London. This
set of explanations is challenged by taking a multilingual perspective, examining AngloNorman French, Medieval Latin and mixed-language contexts as well as monolingual
English ones. By analysing local and legal documents, mercantile accounts, personal
letters and journals, medical and religious prose, multiply-copied works, and the output
of individual scribes, standardisation is shown to have been preceded by
supralocalisation rather than imposed top-down as a single entity by governmental
authority. Linguistic features examined include syntax, morphology, vocabulary,
spelling, letter-graphs, abbreviations and suspensions, social context and discourse
norms, pragmatics, registers, text-types, communities of practice social networks, and
the multilingual backdrop, which was influenced by shifting socioeconomic trends.
This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses and focuses upon the
diverse cultural, social and political conditions that affected the functioning of all levels
of medieval society. Translations are accompanied by introductory and explanatory
material and each volume includes a comprehensive guide to the sources'
interpretation, including discussion of critical linguistic problems and an assessment of
recent research on the topics covered. From 1348 to 1350 Europe was devastated by
an epidemic that left between a third and one half of the population dead. This source
book traces, through contemporary writings, the calamitous impact of the Black Death
in Europe, with a particular emphasis on its spread across England from 1348 to 1349.
Rosemary Horrox surveys contemporary attempts to explain the plague, which was
universally regarded as an expression of divine vengeance for the sins of humankind.
Moralists all had their particular targets for criticism. However, this emphasis on divine
chastisement did not preclude attempts to explain the plague in medical or scientific
terms. Also, there was a widespread belief that human agencies had been involved,
and such scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews were all accused of poisoning
wells. The final section of the book charts the social and psychological impact of the
plague, and its effect on the late-medieval economy.
The fourteenth century was a period of dramatic and startling change in the nature and
organisation of English society. The Black Death in the middle of the century shattered
the traditional structure of the population of England. Yet historical documentation of
these changes has always been difficult, partly because it was impossible to identify
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precisely the vast majority of peasants in a particular locality because of changing
surnames and the large number of transient outsiders. In this study of the parish of
Halesowen in the West Midlands, Dr Razi has been able to overcome these obstacles
through the use of an exceptionally complete series of court rolls covering the period
1270 to 1400. New methods reveal more precise data about life expectancy, the size of
families, the specific age of mortality during the Black Death and the age distribution of
the male population. New light is thrown on the family structure of the medieval English
peasantry and on the continuing controversy about the English population before and
after the plague. The book will interest teachers and students of social, economic and
demographic history and of English medieval and local history generally.
Women in Medieval Europe explores the key areas of female experience in the later
medieval period, from peasant women to Queens. It considers the women of the later
Middle Ages in the context of their social relationships during a time of changing
opportunities and activities, so that by 1500 the world of work was becoming
increasingly restricted to women. The chapters are arranged thematically to show the
varied roles and lives of women in and out of the home, covering topics such as
marriage, religion, family and work. For the second edition a new chapter draws
together recent work on Jewish and Muslim women, as well as those from other ethnic
groups, showing the wide ranging experiences of women from different backgrounds.
Particular attention is paid to women at work in the towns, and specifically urban topics
such as trade, crafts, healthcare and prostitution. The latest research on women,
gender and masculinity has also been incorporated, along with updated further reading
recommendations. This fully revised new edition is a comprehensive yet accessible
introduction to the topic, perfect for all those studying women in Europe in the later
Middle Ages.
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