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Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers." But it often seems like conflict and
disagreement are unavoidable. Serious, divisive conflict is everywhere-within families,
in the church, and out in the world. And it can seem impossible to overcome its
negative force in our lives. In The Peacemaker, Ken Sande presents a comprehensive
and practical theology for conflict resolution designed to bring about not only a ceasefire but also unity and harmony. Sande takes readers beyond resolving conflicts to true,
life-changing reconciliation with family members, coworkers, and fellow believers.
Biblically based, The Peacemaker is full of godly wisdom and useful suggestions that
are easily applied to any relationship needing reconciliation. Sande's years of
experience as an attorney and as president of Peacemaker Ministries will strengthen
readers' confidence as they stand in the gap as peacemakers.
This book is a contribution to the Christian ethics of war and peace. It advances
peacebuilding as a needed challenge to and expansion of the traditional framework of
just war theory and pacifism. It builds on a critical reading of historical landmarks from
the Bible through Augustine, Aquinas, the Reformers, Christian peace movements, and
Page 1/22

Read Book Blessed Are The Peacemakers Martin Luther King Jr Eight White
Religious Leaders And The Letter From Birmingham Jail
key modern figures like Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Reinhold Niebuhr, and recent popes.
Similar to just-war theory, peacebuilding is committed to social change and social
justice but includes some theorists and practitioners who accept the use of force in
extreme cases of self-defense or humanitarian intervention. Unlike just-war theorists,
they do not see the justification of war as part of the Christian mission. Unlike traditional
pacifists, they do see social change as necessary and possible and, as such, requiring
Christian participation in public efforts. Cahill argues that transformative Christian social
participation is demanded by the gospel and the example of Jesus, and can produce
the avoidance, resolution, or reduction of conflicts. And yet obstacles are significant,
and expectations must be realistic. Decisions to use armed force against injustice, even
when they meet the criteria of just war, will be ambiguous and tragic from a Christian
perspective. Regarding war and peace, the focus of Christian theology, ethics, and
practice should not be on justifying war but on practical and hopeful interreligious
peacebuilding.
The Civil Rights Movement succeeded in large measure because of rhetorical appeals
grounded in the Judeo-Christian religion. While movement leaders often used
America's founding documents and ideals to depict Jim Crow's contradictory ways, the
language and lessons of both the Old and New Testaments were often brought to bear
on many civil rights events and issues from local desegregation to national policy
matters. This volume chronicles how national movement leaders and local activists
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moved a nation to live up to the biblical ideals it often professed but infrequently
practiced."
Profiles twenty people who have promoted peace in their lives from a Vietnamese monk
to a Brazilian musician. Explores five approaches to peacemaking: choosing
nonviolence, living peace, honoring diversity, valuing all life, and caring for the planet.
When Martin Luther King, Jr. marched in the Chicago Freedom Summer of 1966, he
joined a movement more than forty years in the making. Lay Catholics, not bishops and
priests, drove the painstaking, gradual development of Catholic commitment to civil
rights through relationships and institutionsthat crossed parish and racial boundaries.
Since the 1910s, when they began migrating to Chicago, African Americans had called
on the Church to practice its universal theology by treating black Catholics the same as
all other Catholics. But Jim Crow came north, manifesting itself in churches,economies,
education, employment, and relationships. The hierarchy failed to seize the prophetic
moment, reinforcing the discriminatory and segregationist dynamics developing in the
city.This book tells the story of Catholic activists' struggle to make the Church's
practices line up with its theology. Black activists found a handful of white laypeople,
some of whom became priests, who believed in their vision of a universal church in the
segregated city.Together, they began to embody what they called interracial justice,
which meant ending economic, housing, educational, and religious discrimination, all
while knitted together in sometimes-contentious friendship as members of the Mystical
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Body of Christ. Chicago was a vital laboratory in whatbecame a national story.One in
Christ traces the development of Catholic interracial activism from the ground up,
revealing the ways religion and race combined both to enforce racial hierarchies and to
tear them down, and demonstrating that we cannot understand race and civil rights in
the North without accounting forreligion.
All of us yearn for a peaceable and just world, but some roll up their sleeves and set to
work to make the dream real. Blessed Peacemakers celebrates 365 of them, one for
each day of the year. Their stories are richly diverse. They share a commitment to
peace and justice, but the various contexts in which they work make each of their
stories uniquely instructive. The peacemakers include women, men, and children from
across the globe, spanning some twenty-five hundred years. Many are persons of faith,
but some are totally secular. Some are well known, while others will be excitingly new.
They are human rights and antiwar activists, scientists and artists, educators and
scholars, songwriters and poets, film directors and authors, diplomats and economists,
environmentalists and mystics, prophets and policymakers. Some are unlettered, but all
are wise. A few died in the service of the dream. All sacrificed for it. The world is a
better place for the presence of blessed peacemakers. Their inspiring stories embolden
readers to join them in nonviolent resistance to injustice and the creative pursuit of
peace.
The Beatitudes are primarily an announcement by Jesus of a paradigm shift, a new
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kingdom or country or community - whatever metaphor we use is less important than
the point that is being made: the old guard is over, the new kingdom has arrived. If you
were poor and stigmatized and rejected by society in the former paradigm, you are
uniquely blessed by God and all things are yours in the new paradigm.The Beatitudes
are not only as an expression of a promise, and therefore also a consolation, but they
describe one's passage from earthly patterns of thinking and concerns to the paradigm
of the kingdom, where an entirely new pattern of thinking can begin to occur. The path
of the peacemaker is essentially paradoxical; there are miles to go but we are
constantly arriving, participating in fullness while still being poured out. In seeking God,
we seek peace, and in finding peace in God, we become peacemakers, which is the
summit of the blessings which Jesus pronounces. One moves from possessing the
kingdom of heaven, which denotes the opportunity to enter into the present reality that
is at hand, to not only inheriting the earth, being filled, obtaining mercy, and seeing
God, but having entered and having allowed the kingdom of God to possess us, we
evolve to that status that is not natural to us, contrary to the popular notion - we are
called children of God. We become, as St. Peter writes, "partakers of the divine nature,"
which is precisely who we are meant to be as human persons.
On Palm Sunday 1964, at the Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis, a group of
black and white students began a "kneel-in" to protest the church's policy of
segregation, a protest that would continue in one form or another for more than a year
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and eventually force the church to open its doors to black worshippers. In The Last
Segregated Hour, Stephen Haynes tells the story of this dramatic yet little studied tactic
which was the strategy of choice for bringing attention to segregationist policies in
Southern churches. "Kneel-ins" involved surprise visits to targeted churches, usually
during Easter season, and often resulted in physical standoffs with resistant church
people. The spectacle of kneeling worshippers barred from entering churches made for
a powerful image that invited both local and national media attention. The Memphis
kneel-ins of 1964-65 were unique in that the protesters included white students from the
local Presbyterian college (Southwestern, now Rhodes). And because the protesting
students presented themselves in groups that were "mixed" by race and gender, white
church members saw the visitations as a hostile provocation and responded with
unprecedented efforts to end them. But when Church officials pressured Southwestern
president Peyton Rhodes to "call off" his students or risk financial reprisals, he
responded that "Southwestern is not for sale." Drawing on a wide range of sources,
including extensive interviews with the students who led the kneel-ins, Haynes tells an
inspiring story that will appeal not only to scholars of religion and history, but also to
pastors and church people concerned about fostering racially diverse congregations.

Law and Theology offers the definitive account of the relationship between law
and theology in the Christian tradition. Drawing on diverse biblical texts and
classic authors from the early church to contemporary voices from the modern
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period, David W. Opderbeck examines key legal questions and controversial
case studies from an interdisciplinary perspective, breaking new ground for legal
scholars and theologians alike. As a law professor, practicing attorney, and
theologian, Opderbeck writes as an insider from both disciplines. This unique
look brings fresh insight for both fields in a context where questions of theology
and law are especially relevant--and increasingly urgent. Going beyond the
culture wars, Opderbeck brings these real-world cases to life, examining the ins
and outs of the most important legal questions facing American civic and
religious life. Scholars and students of law and theology will find this book to be
required reading in and outside the legal and theological classrooms.
A companion volume to "American Orators of the Twentieth Century" and
"American Orators Before 1900" presents essays on important American
speakers, including biographical information, excerpts, and chronologies of key
speeches.
Caliph Washington didn't pull the trigger but, as Officer James "Cowboy" Clark
lay dying, he had no choice but to turn on his heel and run. The year was 1957;
Cowboy Clark was white, Caliph Washington was black, and this was the Jim
Crow South. Widely lauded for its searing "insight into a history of America that
can no longer be left unknown" Washington Post), He Calls Me by Lightning is an
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"absorbing chronicle" (Ira Katznelson) of the forgotten life of Caliph Washington
that becomes an historic portrait of racial injustice in the civil rights era.
Washington, a black teenager from the vice-ridden city of Bessemer, Alabama,
was wrongfully convicted of killing a white Alabama policeman in 1957 and
sentenced to death. Through "meticulous research and vivid prose" (Patrick
Phillips), S. Jonathan Bass reveals Washington's Kafkaesque legal odyssey: he
came within minutes of the electric chair nearly a dozen times and had his
conviction overturned three times before finally being released in 1972.
Devastating and essential, He Calls Me by Lightning demands that we take into
account the thousands of lives cast away by the systemic racism of a "social
order apparently unchanged even today" (David Levering Lewis).
Most of the cubs at Bear Country School get along most of the time. But when
rivals are cast opposite each other in the school play, Romeo and Grizzliet,
Brother and Sister Bear have to decide if they should mind their own business or
get involved as peacemakers to save the performance.
Analyzing their own responses to national traumas, writing teachers question
both the purposes and pedagogies of teaching writing.
At a time when so many insist on countering violence with violence, this
exploration of the life of Jesus and the (often misunderstood) teachings of Gandhi
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puts nonviolent action at the very heart of Christian salvation.
In the pages of this book, you will meet more than 100 heroes, but most of them
are not the kind of heroes our culture celebrates for muscle, beauty and wealth.
These are peacemakers. They circle the planet. A few are famous like Gandhi
and Bono of U2. But most of them you will discover for the first time in these
stories. Watch out! Reading about their lives may inspire you to step up into their
courageous circle.
Who was the real Atticus Finch? A prize-winning historian reveals the man
behind the legend The publication of Go Set a Watchman in 2015 forever
changed how we think about Atticus Finch. Once seen as a paragon of decency,
he was reduced to a small-town racist. How are we to understand this
transformation? In Atticus Finch, historian Joseph Crespino draws on exclusive
sources to reveal how Harper Lee's father provided the central inspiration for
each of her books. A lawyer and newspaperman, A. C. Lee was a principled
opponent of mob rule, yet he was also a racial paternalist. Harper Lee created
the Atticus of Watchman out of the ambivalence she felt toward white
southerners like him. But when a militant segregationist movement arose that
mocked his values, she revised the character in To Kill a Mockingbird to defend
her father and to remind the South of its best traditions. A story of family and
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literature amid the upheavals of the twentieth century, Atticus Finch is essential
to understanding Harper Lee, her novels, and her times.
The first ever trade history of a landmark of American letters--Martin Luther King Jr's
legendary Letter from Birmingham Jail.
In this timely book, journalist Ed Gilbreath explores the impact of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.'s "Letter from Birmingham Jail" 50 years after its publication, showing its profound
implications for the church today. Hear the words of a prophetic Christian voice afresh
in our time and place.
This study is the first detailed analysis of Billy Graham's social thought during one of
the most volatile periods of American history, the Martin Luther King, Jr. years
(1955-1968). Using previously unpublished documents, this book argues that although
the popular evangelist occasionally supported King's mission to save America, he
largely opposed King's vision of the beloved community and his tactics of civil
disobedience. The book also offers the controversial claim that because Graham
allowed his political allegiances to trump his biblical Christianity, he never dreamed of
nor worked for a world marked by lasting racial reconciliation, economic justice, and
peace.
This magisterial follow-up to The New Abolition, a Grawemeyer Award winner, tells the
crucial second chapter in the black social gospel's history. The civil rights movement
was one of the most searing developments in modern American history. It abounded
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with noble visions, resounded with magnificent rhetoric, and ended in nightmarish
despair. It won a few legislative victories and had a profound impact on U.S. society,
but failed to break white supremacy. The symbol of the movement, Martin Luther King
Jr., soared so high that he tends to overwhelm anything associated with him. Yet the
tradition that best describes him and other leaders of the civil rights movement has
been strangely overlooked. In his latest book, Gary Dorrien continues to unearth the
heyday and legacy of the black social gospel, a tradition with a shimmering history, a
martyred central figure, and enduring relevance today. This part of the story centers
around King and the mid-twentieth-century black church leaders who embraced the
progressive, justice-oriented, internationalist social gospel from the beginning of their
careers and fulfilled it, inspiring and leading America's greatest liberation movement.
Normal 0 false false false EN-US X-NONE X-NONE Drawing upon nearly two hundred
years of recorded African American oratory, The Will of a People: A Critical Anthology
of Great African American Speeches,edited by Richard W. Leeman and Bernard K.
Duffy, brings together in one unique volume some of this tradition’s most noteworthy
speeches, each paired with an astute introduction designed to highlight its most
significant elements. Arranged chronologically, from Maria Miller Stewart’s 1832
speech “Why Sit Ye Here and Die?” to President Barack Obama’s 2009 inaugural
address, these orations are tied to many of the key themes and events of American
history, as well as the many issues and developments in American race relations.
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These themes, events, and issues include the changing roles of women, Native
American relations, American “manifest destiny,” abolitionism, the industrial revolution,
Jim Crow, lynching, World War I and American self-determination, the rise of the New
Deal and government social programs, the Civil Rights Movement and desegregation,
the Vietnam War, Nixon and Watergate, gay and lesbian rights, immigration, and the
rise of a mediated culture. Leeman and Duffy have carefully selected the most eloquent
and relevant speeches by African Americans, including those by Sojourner Truth,
Frederick Douglass, Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Booker T.
Washington, Mary Church Terrell, W. E. B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey, Martin Luther King
Jr., Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael, Barbara Jordan, Jesse Jackson, and Marian Wright
Edelman, many of which have never received significant scholarly attention. The Will of
a People is the first book to pair the full texts of the most important African American
orations with substantial introductory essays intended to guide the reader’s
understanding of the speaker, the speech, its rhetorical interpretation, and the historical
context in which it occurred. Broadly representative of the African American experience,
as well as what it means to be American, this valuable collection will serve as an
essential guide to the African American oratory tradition.
In Religion in the Public Square, James M. Patterson considers religious leaders who
popularized theology through media campaigns designed to persuade the public. Ven.
Fulton J. Sheen, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Rev. Jerry Falwell differed profoundly
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on issues of theology and politics, but they shared an approach to public ministry that
aimed directly at changing how Americans understood the nature and purpose of their
country. From the 1930s through the 1950s, Sheen was an early adopter of
paperbacks, radio, and television to condemn totalitarian ideologies and to defend
American Catholicism against Protestant accusations of divided loyalty. During the
1950s and 1960s, King staged demonstrations and boycotts that drew the mass media
to him. The attention provided him the platform to preach Christian love as a political
foundation in direct opposition to white supremacy. Falwell started his own church,
which he developed into a mass media empire. He then leveraged it during the late
1970s through the 1980s to influence the Republican Party by exhorting his audience to
not only ally with religious conservatives around issues of abortion and the traditional
family but also to vote accordingly. Sheen, King, and Falwell were so successful in
popularizing their theological ideas that they won prestigious awards, had access to
presidents, and witnessed the results of their labors. However, Patterson argues that
Falwell's efforts broke with the longstanding refusal of religious public figures to
participate directly in partisan affairs and thereby catalyzed the process of politicizing
religion that undermined the Judeo-Christian consensus that formed the foundation of
American politics.
Blessed Are the PeacemakersMartin Luther King Jr., Eight White Religious Leaders,
and the "Letter from Birmingham Jail"LSU Press
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On March 7, 1965, voting rights demonstrators were brutally beaten as they crossed
the Edmund Petis bridge in Selma, Alabama. One of the most-publicized incidents of
the civil rights campaign, images from that day have been seared into the nation's
consciousness. Yet little has been written about the civil rights events in the
surrounding counties, the vast sections of the rural south. Cynthia Griggs Fleming
addresses this gap by bringing to light the struggle for equality of the citizens of Wilcox
County, Alabama. Although right next door to Selma, their story has been largely
ignored. Through the eyes of the residents of the county, Fleming relates a struggle
punctuated by cowardice and courage, audacity and timidity, fear and foolishness. And,
in the end, the entrenched power structure refused to yield and the county remains
segregated to this day. Personal and compelling, In the Shadow of Selma is essential
reading for everyone interested in the continuing struggle for civil rights in the United
States.
"Patience, mercy, peacemaking, simplicity, humility. When we cultivate these qualities
our life will become immensely rich. Beneath all our layers of ignorance, we can
uncover our essential nature: our Original Goodness. According to the ""Perennial
Philosophy"" found in all religions, this divine essence can be realized, and is the
supreme goal in life. This unbroken awareness of the presence of God in all creatures
is the mark of the mystic. For one who grasps these principles with an open heart, life
takes fire with purpose."
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Bringing together leading scholars from the 2016 Missiology Lectures at Fuller
Theological Seminary, this volume presents a nuanced account of contemporary
Muslim societies, exploring the changing dynamics of Islam today and discussing how
current religious and social climates shape Christian engagement with Muslims.
An instant national bestseller! Stanley McChrystal, the retired US Army general and
bestselling author of Team of Teams, profiles thirteen of history’s great leaders,
including Walt Disney, Coco Chanel, and Robert E. Lee, to show that leadership is not
what you think it is—and never was. Stan McChrystal served for thirty-four years in the
US Army, rising from a second lieutenant in the 82nd Airborne Division to a four-star
general, in command of all American and coalition forces in Afghanistan. During those
years he worked with countless leaders and pondered an ancient question: “What
makes a leader great?” He came to realize that there is no simple answer. McChrystal
profiles thirteen famous leaders from a wide range of eras and fields—from corporate
CEOs to politicians and revolutionaries. He uses their stories to explore how leadership
works in practice and to challenge the myths that complicate our thinking about this
critical topic. With Plutarch’s Lives as his model, McChrystal looks at paired sets of
leaders who followed unconventional paths to success. For instance. . . · Walt Disney
and Coco Chanel built empires in very different ways. Both had public personas that
sharply contrasted with how they lived in private. · Maximilien Robespierre helped
shape the French Revolution in the eighteenth century; Abu Musab al-Zarqawi led the
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jihadist insurgency in Iraq in the twenty-first. We can draw surprising lessons from them
about motivation and persuasion. · Both Boss Tweed in nineteenth-century New York
and Margaret Thatcher in twentieth-century Britain followed unlikely roads to the top of
powerful institutions. · Martin Luther and his future namesake Martin Luther King Jr.,
both local clergymen, emerged from modest backgrounds to lead world-changing
movements. Finally, McChrystal explores how his former hero, General Robert E. Lee,
could seemingly do everything right in his military career and yet lead the Confederate
Army to a devastating defeat in the service of an immoral cause. Leaders will help you
take stock of your own leadership, whether you’re part of a small team or responsible
for an entire nation.
In "Letter from Birmingham Jail," Martin Luther King Jr. explains why blacks can no
longer be victims of inequality.
From “one of the best of the new [Martin Luther] biographers” (The New Yorker), a
portrait of the complicated founding father of the Protestant Reformation, whose
intellectual assault on Catholicism transformed Christianity and changed the course of
world history. “Magnificent.”—The Wall Street Journal “Penetrating.”—The New York
Times Book Review “Smart, accessible, authoritative.”—Hilary Mantel On October 31,
1517, so the story goes, a shy monk named Martin Luther nailed a piece of paper to the
door of the Castle Church in the university town of Wittenberg. The ideas contained in
these Ninety-five Theses, which boldly challenged the Catholic Church, spread like
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wildfire. Within two months, they were known all over Germany. So powerful were
Martin Luther’s broadsides against papal authority that they polarized a continent and
tore apart the very foundation of Western Christendom. Luther’s ideas inspired
upheavals whose consequences we live with today. But who was the man behind the
Ninety-five Theses? Lyndal Roper’s magisterial new biography goes beyond Luther’s
theology to investigate the inner life of the religious reformer who has been called “the
last medieval man and the first modern one.” Here is a full-blooded portrait of a
revolutionary thinker who was, at his core, deeply flawed and full of contradictions.
Luther was a brilliant writer whose biblical translations had a lasting impact on the
German language. Yet he was also a strident fundamentalist whose scathing rhetorical
attacks threatened to alienate those he might persuade. He had a colorful, even impish
personality, and when he left the monastery to get married (“to spite the Devil,” he
explained), he wooed and wed an ex-nun. But he had an ugly side too. When German
peasants rose up against the nobility, Luther urged the aristocracy to slaughter them.
He was a ferocious anti-Semite and a virulent misogynist, even as he argued for
liberated human sexuality within marriage. A distinguished historian of early modern
Europe, Lyndal Roper looks deep inside the heart of this singularly complex figure. The
force of Luther’s personality, she argues, had enormous historical effects—both good
and ill. By bringing us closer than ever to the man himself, she opens up a new vision of
the Reformation and the world it created and draws a fully three-dimensional portrait of
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its founder.
Now with a new afterword, the Pulitzer Prize-winning dramatic account of the civil rights
era’s climactic battle in Birmingham as the movement, led by Martin Luther King, Jr.,
brought down the institutions of segregation. "The Year of Birmingham," 1963, was a
cataclysmic turning point in America’s long civil rights struggle. Child demonstrators
faced down police dogs and fire hoses in huge nonviolent marches against segregation.
Ku Klux Klansmen retaliated by bombing the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, killing
four young black girls. Diane McWhorter, daughter of a prominent Birmingham family,
weaves together police and FBI records, archival documents, interviews with black
activists and Klansmen, and personal memories into an extraordinary narrative of the
personalities and events that brought about America’s second emancipation. In a new
afterword—reporting last encounters with hero Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and
describing the current drastic anti-immigration laws in Alabama—the author
demonstrates that Alabama remains a civil rights crucible.
This volume examines political campaign communication around the concepts of
theory, method and practice. It contains studies of political campaign communication
using a wide range of empirical, rhetorical, and social science methodologies and
reflects the growth and maturity of the discipline of political communication.
Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules tells the story of how the Episcopal Church gained
influence over Alabama’s cultural, political, and economic arenas despite being a
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denominational minority in the state. The consensus of southern historians is that, since
the Second Great Awakening, evangelicalism has dominated the South. This is
certainly true when one considers the extent to which southern culture is dominated by
evangelical rhetoric and ideas. However, in Alabama one non-evangelical group has
played a significant role in shaping the state’s history. J. Barry Vaughn explains that,
although the Episcopal Church has always been a small fraction (around 1 percent) of
Alabama’s population, an inordinately high proportion, close to 10 percent, of
Alabama’s significant leaders have belonged to this denomination. Many of these
leaders came to the Episcopal Church from other denominations because they were
attracted to the church’s wide degree of doctrinal latitude and laissez-faire attitude
toward human frailty. Vaughn argues that the church was able to attract many of the
state’s governors, congressmen, and legislators by positioning itself as the church of
conservative political elites in the state--the planters before the Civil War, the
“Bourbons” after the Civil War, and the “Big Mules” during industrialization. He begins
this narrative by explaining how Anglicanism came to Alabama and then highlights how
Episcopal bishops and congregation members alike took active roles in key historic
movements including the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Civil Rights Movement.
Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules closes with Vaughn’s own predictions about the fate
of the Episcopal Church in twenty-first-century Alabama.
The Struggle for Black Equality is a dramatic, memorable history of the civil rights
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movement. Harvard Sitkoff offers both a brilliant interpretation of the personalities and
dynamics of civil rights organizations and a compelling analysis of the continuing
problems plaguing many African Americans. With a new foreword and afterword, and
an up-to-date bibliography, this anniversary edition highlights the continuing
significance of the movement for black equality and justice.
Martin Luther King Jr.'s "Letter from Birmingham Jail" is arguably the most important
written document of the civil rights protest era and a widely read modern literary classic.
Personally addressed to eight white Birmingham clergymen who sought to avoid
violence by publicly discouraging King's civil rights demonstrations in Birmingham, the
nationally published "Letter" captured the essence of the struggle for racial equality and
provided a blistering critique of the gradualist approach to racial justice. It soon became
part of American folklore, and the image of King penning his epistle from a prison cell
remains among the most moving of the era. Yet as S. Jonathan Bass explains in the
first comprehensive history of King's "Letter," this image and the piece's literary appeal
conceal a much more complex tale.
A revealing, comprehensive, and detailed account focusing on the people and
personalities behind the Montgomery, Alabama, Bus Boycott in 1955–1956, which
became the catalyst for a national civil rights movement. * More than 15 original
documents, interviews, letters to the editor, newspaper clippings, editorials, sidebars,
and commentaries from eyewitnesses to this history help connect the reader to a
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bygone era * An in-depth chronology that spans almost 95 years, highlighting important
Civil rights events ranging from the 1863 Emmancipation Proclaimation to 1957 when
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference was formed as a Civil Rights
organization out of the boycott * Photos of the weekly mass meetings, boycott leaders,
mug shots, and courtroom scenes lend a rich visual perspective to the era and history
revealed * An extensive bibliography, sorted alphabetically for ease of use, offers
details for further research * A detailed glossary of legal terms and federal amendments
of the era, as well as highlights of key players and organizations instrumental in the
boycott and the Civil Rights Movement
These are the stories of 365 women, men and children worldwide who have acted as
peacemakers during the last 2500 years. They include human rights and antiwar
activists, scientists and artists, educators and scholars, songwriters and poets, film
directors and authors, diplomats and economists, environmentalists and mystics,
prophets and policymakers. All sacrified for the dream of peace, some even died for it.
Its the same sinful, human pitfall throughout all of time: we look inward to worship the
self instead of Jesus Christ. Anything we fear, love, or trust more than the true God is,
after all, our god.
Named one of the Best Books of the Year by the Washington Post and Kirkus Reviews
A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Selection A Southern Independent
Booksellers Association “Spring Pick” This harrowing portrait of the Jim Crow South
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“proves how much we do not yet know about our history” (New York Times Book
Review). Caliph Washington didn’t pull the trigger but, as Officer James "Cowboy"
Clark lay dying, he had no choice but to turn on his heel and run. The year was 1957;
Cowboy Clark was white, Caliph Washington was black, and this was the Jim Crow
South. Widely lauded for its searing “insight into a history of America that can no longer
be left unknown” (Washington Post), He Calls Me by Lightning is an “absorbing
chronicle” (Ira Katznelson) of the forgotten life of Caliph Washington that becomes an
historic portrait of racial injustice in the civil rights era. Washington, a black teenager
from the vice-ridden city of Bessemer, Alabama, was wrongfully convicted of killing a
white Alabama policeman in 1957 and sentenced to death. Through “meticulous
research and vivid prose” (Patrick Phillips), S. Jonathan Bass reveals Washington’s
Kafkaesque legal odyssey: he came within minutes of the electric chair nearly a dozen
times and had his conviction overturned three times before finally being released in
1972. Devastating and essential, He Calls Me by Lightning demands that we take into
account the thousands of lives cast away by the systemic racism of a “social order
apparently unchanged even today” (David Levering Lewis).
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