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Every atom of our bodies has been part of a star. Our very own star, the Sun, is crucial to the development and
sustainability of life on Earth. This Very Short Introduction presents a modern, authoritative examination of how stars live,
producing all the chemical elements beyond helium, and how they die, sometimes spectacularly, to end as remnants
such as black holes. Andrew King shows how understanding the stars is key to understanding the galaxies they inhabit,
and thus the history of our entire Universe, as well as the existence of planets like our own. King presents a fascinating
exploration of the science of stars, from the mechanisms that allow stars to form and the processes that allow them to
shine, as well as the results of their inevitable death. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The immune system is central to human health and the focus of much medical research. Growing understanding of the
immune system, and especially the creation of immune memory (long lasting protection), which can be harnessed in the
design of vaccines, have been major breakthroughs in medicine. In this Very Short Introduction, Paul Klenerman
describes the immune system, and how it works in health and disease. In particular he focuses on the human immune
system, considering how it evolved, the basic rules that govern its behaviour, and the major health threats where it is
important. The immune system comprises a series of organs, cells and chemical messengers which work together as a
team to provide defence against infection. Klenerman discusses these components, the critical signals that trigger them
and how they exert their protective effects, including so-called "innate" immune responses, which react very fast to
infection, and "adaptive" immune responses, which have huge diversity and a capacity to recognise and defend against a
massive array of micro-organisms. Klenerman also considers what happens when our immune systems fail to be
activated effectively, leading to serious infections, problems with inherited diseases, and also HIV/AIDS. At the opposite
extreme, as Klenerman shows, an over-exaggerated immune response leads to inflammatory diseases such as Multiple
Sclerosis and Rheumatoid Arthritis, as well as allergy and asthma. Finally he looks at the "Immune system v2.o" — how
immune therapies and vaccines can be advanced to protect us against the major diseases of the 21st century. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
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highly readable.
The British Empire influenced many aspects of the world we live in today. The international system remains heavily
marked by British imperialism, and the borders, nations, and federations it created. This Very Short Introduction
introduces and defines the British Empire, reviewing how it evolved into such a force, and the legacy it left behind.
"An in-depth, thorough exploration of modern Jewish literature from 1492 to the 21st century, rotating around the concept
of "aterritoriality" to appreciate the diasporic journey Jews have embarked on across geographic and linguistic spheres
from 1492 to the present. At the centre of it are canonical figures like Franz Kafka, Isaac Babel, Bruno Schulz, Anne
Frank, Martin Buber, Hannah Arendt, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Saul Bellow, Philip Roth, Grace Paley, Jacobo Timerman,
Moacyr Scliar, and Susan Sontag. Unlike the output of other national literatures, Jewish literature doesn't have a fixed
address. As a result, its practitioners are at once insiders and outsiders"-What is fascism? Is it revolutionary? Or is it reactionary? Can it be both? Fascism is notoriously hard to define. How do
we make sense of an ideology that appeals to streetfighters and intellectuals alike? That is overtly macho in style, yet
attracts many women? That calls for a return to tradition while maintaining a fascination with technology? And that
preaches violence in the name of an ordered society? In the new edition of this Very Short Introduction, Kevin Passmore
brilliantly unravels the paradoxes of one of the most important phenomena in the modern world—tracing its origins in the
intellectual, political, and social crises of the late nineteenth century, the rise of fascism following World War I, including
fascist regimes in Italy and Germany, and the fortunes of 'failed' fascist movements in Eastern Europe, Spain, and the
Americas. He also considers fascism in culture, the new interest in transnational research, and the progress of the far
right since 2002. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
This Very Short Introduction explores the history of the 18th-century Enlightenment movement. Considering its
intellectual commitments, Robertson then turns to their impact on society, and the ways in which Enlightenment thinkers
sought to further the goal of human betterment, by promoting economic improvement and civil and political justice.
Geopolitics is a slippery term. From great power politics and speculation about resource scrambles, to everyday
encounters and objects such as smart phones, it affects citizens, corporations, international bodies, social movements,
and governments. Geopolitics is far more than simply the impact of geographical features such as rivers, mountains, and
climate on political developments. Geography matters but not necessarily in the way that pundits and presidents assume.
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In this Very Short Introduction, Klaus Dodds tours the field of geopolitics, encompassing both its intellectual historical
origins and its current concerns. As people struggle to cross borders, moving a few feet either side of a territorial
boundary can be a matter of life or death, dramatically highlighting the connections between place and politics. Even far
away from the front lines of states, geopolitics remains an important part of everyday life. A country's connectivity,
location, size, and resources all affect how the people that live there understand and interact with the wider world. In this
third edition Dodds includes new sections considering the rise of populism and economic nationalism as examples of how
states, people, and corporations manage territorial frames for political projects such as Make America Great Again, One
Belt, One Road, and Brexit. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
From the beginning of time, humans have been driven by both a fear of the unknown and a curiosity to know. We have
always yearned to know what lies ahead, whether threat or safety, scarcity or abundance. Throughout human history, our
forebears tried to create certainty in the unknown, by seeking to influence outcomes with sacrifices to gods, preparing for
the unexpected with advice from oracles, and by reading the stars through astrology. As scientific methods improve and
computer technology develops we become ever more confident of our capacity to predict and quantify the future by
accumulating and interpreting patterns form the past, yet the truth is there is still no certainty to be had. In this Very Short
Introduction Jennifer Gidley considers some of our most burning questions: What is "the future "?; Is the future a time yet
to come?; Or is it a utopian place?; Does the future have a history?; Is there only one future or are there many possible
futures? She asks if the future can ever be truly predicted or if we create our own futures - both hoped for and feared - by
our thoughts, feelings, and actions, and concludes by analysing how we can learn to study the future. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
This Very Short Introduction introduces the ways in which Spanish literature has been read, in and outside Spain,
explaining misconceptions, outlining the insights of recent scholarship, and suggesting new readings. It explores the
relationship between Spanish literature and modernity and issues of gender and sexuality.
The Antarctic is one the most hostile natural environments in the world. It is an extraordinary physical space, which changes significantly in
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shape and size with the passing of the seasons. Politically, it is unique as it contains one of the few areas of continental space not claimed by
any nation-state. Scientifically, the continental ice sheet has provided us with vital evidence about the Earth's past climate. In this Very Short
Introduction, Klaus Dodds provides a modern account of Antarctica, highlighting the main issues facing the continent today. Looking at how
the Antarctic has been explored and represented in the last hundred years, Dodds considers the main exploratory and scientific
achievements of the region. He explains how processes such as globalization mean that the Antarctic is increasingly involved in a wider
circuit of ideas, goods, people, trade, and governance - all of which have an impact on the future of the region. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The fall of the Berlin Wall, symbol of the bipolar order that emerged after World War II, seemed to inaugurate an age of ever fewer borders.
The liberalization and integration of markets, the creation of vast free-trade zones, the birth of a new political and monetary union in
Europe—all seemed to point in that direction. Only thirty years later, the tendency appears to be quite the opposite. Talk of a wall with Mexico
is only one sign among many that boundaries and borders are being revisited, expanding in number, and being reintroduced where they had
virtually been abolished. Is this an out-of-step, deceptive last gasp of national sovereignty or the victory of the weight of history over the
power of place? The fact that borders have made a comeback, warns Manlio Graziano, in his analysis of the dangerous fault lines that have
opened in the contemporary world, does not mean that they will resolve any problems. His geopolitical history and analysis of the
phenomenon draws our attention to the ground shifting under our feet in the present and allows us to speculate on what might happen in the
future.
Islam features widely in the news, often in its most militant forms, but few people in the non-Muslim world really understand its nature. Malise
Ruthven's Very Short Introduction, offers essential insights into the big issues, provides fresh perspectives on contemporary questions, and
guides us through the complex debates.
"First published in hardback as Art incorporated 2004"--T.p. verso.
Despite -- and perhaps because of -- increasing global mobility, there are more types of borders today than ever before in history. Borders of
all kinds define every aspect of social life in the twenty-first century. From the biometric data that divides the smallest aspects of our bodies to
the aerial drones that patrol the immense expanse of our domestic and international airspace, we are defined by borders. They can no longer
simply be understood as the geographical divisions between nation-states. Today, their form and function has become too complex, too
hybrid. What we need now is a theory of the border that can make sense of this hybridity across multiple domains of social life. Rather than
viewing borders as the result or outcome of pre-established social entities like states, Thomas Nail reinterprets social history from the
perspective of the continual and constitutive movement of the borders that organize and divide society in the first place. Societies and states
are the products of bordering, Nail argues, not the other way around. Applying his original movement-oriented theoretical framework
"kinopolitics" to several major historical border regimes (fences, walls, cells, and checkpoints), Theory of the Border pioneers a new
methodology of "critical limology," that provides fresh tools for the analysis of contemporary border politics.
What does diaspora mean? Until quite recently, the word had a specific and restricted meaning, referring principally to the dispersal and exile
of the Jews. But since the 1960s, the term diaspora has proliferated to a remarkable extent, to the point where it is now applied to migrants of
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almost every kind. This Very Short Introduction explains where the concept of diaspora came from, how its meaning changed over time, why
its usage has expanded so dramatically in recent years, and how it can both clarify and distort the nature of migration. Kevin Kenny highlights
the strength of diaspora as a mode of explanation, focusing on three key elements--movement, connectivity, and return--and illustrating his
argument with examples drawn from Jewish, Armenian, African, Irish, and Asian diasporas. He shows that diaspora is not simply a synonym
for the movement of people. Its explanatory power is greatest when people believe that their departure was forced rather than voluntary. Thus
diaspora would not really explain most of the Irish migration to America, but it does shed light on the migration compelled by the Great
Famine. Kenny also describes how migrants and their descendants develop diasporic cultures abroad--regardless of the form their migration
takes--based on their connections with a homeland, real or imagined, and with people of common origin in other parts of the world. Finally,
most conceptions of diaspora feature the dream of a return to a homeland, even when this yearning does not involve an actual physical
relocation. About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook of
definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central
issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the
subject has developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic discipline, offering all
students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing, whatever the
topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove
indispensable.
In the wake of the post-Cold War era, the aftermath of 9/11, the 2008 global financial crisis, and the emergence of the G20 at the leaders
level, few commentators expected a reshaping of the global system towards multipolarity, and away from the United States. And yet, the
BRICS - encompassing Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa - has emerged as a challenge to the international status quo. But what
is its capacity as a transformative force? And can it provide a significant counter-narrative to the Western dominated global order? In this Very
Short Introduction Andrew Cooper explores the emergence of the BRICS as a concept. Drawing on historical precedent, Cooper provides a
contemporary analysis of the BRICS' practice and influence as as a forum and a lobby group in advancing a distinctive but amorphous
agenda amongst global politics. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This Very Short Introduction examines the phenomenon of international human migration - both legal and illegal. Taking a global look at
politics, economics, and globalization, the author presents the human side of topics such as asylum and refugees, human trafficking, migrant
smuggling, development, and the international labour force.
The avant-garde movements of Dada and Surrealism continue to have a huge influence on cultural practice, especially in contemporary art,
with its obsession with sexuality, fetishism, and shock tactics. In this new treatment of the subject, Hopkins focuses on the many debates
surrounding these movements: the Marquis de Sade's Surrealist deification, issues of quality (How good is Dali?), the idea of the
'readymade', attitudes towards the city, the impact of Freud, attitudes to women, fetishism, and primitivism. The international nature of these
movements is examined, covering the cities of Zurich, New York, Berlin, Cologne, Barcelona, Paris, London, and recenlty discovered
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examples in Eastern Europe. Hopkins explores the huge range of media employed by both Dada and Surrealism (collage, painting, found
objects, performance art, photography, film) , whilst at the same time establishing the aesthetic differences between the movements. He also
examines the Dadaist obsession with the body-as-mechanism in relation to the Surrealists' return to the fetishized/eroticized body. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Throughout history, humanity has borne witness to the political and moral challenges that arise when people place national identity above
allegiance to geo-political states or international communities. This book discusses the concept of nations and nationalism from social,
philosophical, geological, theological and anthropological perspectives. It examines the subject through conflicts past and present, including
recent conflicts in the Balkans and the Middle East, rather than exclusively focusing on theory. Above all, this fascinating and comprehensive
work clearly shows how feelings of nationalism are an inescapable part of being human.
Why has international migration become an issue of such intense public and political concern? How closely linked are migrants with terrorist
organizations? What factors lie behind the dramatic increase in the number of women migrating? This Very Short Introduction looks at the
phenomenon of international human migration — both legal and illegal — to reveal that migration actually presents opportunities that must be
taken advantage of in light of the current economic climate. The author debunks myths such as the claim that migrants take jobs away from
local workers, and that they take advantage of the health care system and western living conditions without returning any benefits of their
own, and reveals that society as we now know it can not function without them. Not only do migrants fill a key gap in the domestic labour
market, they also have a significant impact on the economies of their home countries — in places such as Mexico and the Philippines, the
remittances they send home often exceed official development aid. Using interviews with migrants from around the world, the author presents
the human side of topics such as asylum and refugees, human trafficking, migrant smuggling, development, and the international labour
force. His goal throughout is to allow readers to see beyond the negative spin usually given the subject by the media and politicians, and
come to their own conclusions on the international migration situation today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
For many people around the world, instances of what is described as organised crime may be part of their everyday experience; in their
neighbourhoods, their streets, and the places they work and live. Policymakers, law enforcement, and the media rarely fail to bring up the
issue when discussing the nature and seriousness of contemporary criminal threats, and the appropriate responses towards them. Many
more people are familiar with the notion of organised crime, as the film and TV industry regularly draw on fictional and real figures and
situations. Organised crime feels like a tangible, inescapable issue in today's world. In this Very Short introduction, Georgios A. Antonopoulos
and Georgios Papanicolaou uncover the reality of organised crime in our world today. Shining a light on the people involved in organised
crime, Antonopoulos and Papanicolaou question whether the term 'organised' is used to evoke the image, the operations, and power of a
legitimate organisation, such as a corporation. Discussing whether there are particular crimes that the label 'organised crime' applies to, or if
any crime can be organised, they also consider what happens when organised crime extends beyond borders. Using examples from across
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the globe, they analyse the different cultural traditions of organised crime, such as the Mafia, Yakuza, and Triads, and also the nature of
organised crime, from arms trafficking and drug dealing to extortion. Finally they explore the methods and agencies in place to control and
prevent organised crime. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
'Borders' offers insights into the form and function of historical and contemporary political and social boundaries. The authors show how and
why borders will undoubtedly remain controversial topics and at the forefront of global headlines for years to come.
This major reference collection highlights the contested and diverse nature of geopolitics and charts the controversial intellectual history of
the field. Coined by the Swedish author, Rudolf Kjellén, the term 'geopolitics' highlights the role that territory, resources and boundaries play
in shaping global political relations. The collection brings together work from international relations, political science, history, geography and
law into a definitive collection that covers three dimensions of the geopolitical: classic geopolitics, critical geopolitics, and popular geopolitics.
Despite not having been used in anger since Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Bomb is still the biggest threat that faces us in the 21st century. As
Bill Clinton's first secretary of defence, Les Aspin, aptly put it: 'The Cold War is over, the Soviet Union is no more. But the post-Cold War
world is decidedly not post-nuclear'. For all the effort to reduce nuclear stockpiles to zero, it seems that the Bomb is here to stay. This Very
Short Introduction reveals why. The history, and politics of the bomb are explained: from the technology of nuclear weapons, to the
revolutionary implications of the H-bomb, and the politics of nuclear deterrence. The issues are set against a backdrop of the changing
international landscape, from the early days of development, through the Cold War, to the present-day controversy of George W. Bush's
National Missile Defence, and the threat and role of nuclear weapons in the so-called Age of Terror. Joseph M. Siracusa provides a
comprehensive, accessible, and at times chilling overview of the most deadly weapon ever invented. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
For better or worse--be it militarily, politically, economically, technologically, or culturally--Americans have had a profound role in shaping the
wider world beyond them. The United States has been a savior to some, a curse to others, but either way such views are often based on a
caricature of American actions and intentions. American Foreign Relations, then, is a subject of immense global importance that provokes
strong emotions and much debate, but often based on deep misunderstanding. This Very Short Introduction analyzes the key episodes,
themes, and individuals in the history of American foreign relations. While discussing diplomacy and the periods of war that have shaped
national and international history, it also addresses such topics as industrialization, globalization, imperialism, and immigration. Covering the
Revolution through the War on Terror, it examines the connections between domestic politics and foreign affairs, as well as the importance of
ideals and values. Sharply written and highly readable, American Foreign Relations offers a clear-eyed narrative of America's role in the
world and how it has evolved over time. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
We live today in an interconnected world in which ordinary people can became instant online celebrities to fans thousands of miles away, in
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which religious leaders can influence millions globally, in which humans are altering the climate and environment, and in which complex
social forces intersect across continents. This is globalization. In the fifth edition of his bestselling Very Short Introduction Manfred B. Steger
considers the major dimensions of globalization: economic, political, cultural, ideological, and ecological. He looks at its causes and effects,
and engages with the hotly contested question of whether globalization is, ultimately, a good or a bad thing. From climate change to the
Ebola virus, Donald Trump to Twitter, trade wars to China's growing global profile, Steger explores today's unprecedented levels of planetary
integration as well as the recent challenges posed by resurgent national populism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Compelling and accessible, this Very Short Introduction challenges the perception of borders as passive lines on a map, revealing them
instead to be integral forces in the economic, social, political, and environmental processes that shape our lives. Highlighting the historical
development and continued relevance of borders, Alexander Diener and Joshua Hagen offer a powerful counterpoint to the idea of an
imminent borderless world, underscoring the impact borders have on a range of issues, such as economic development, inter- and intra-state
conflict, global terrorism, migration, nationalism, international law, environmental sustainability, and natural resource management. Diener
and Hagen demonstrate how and why borders have been, are currently, and will undoubtedly remain hot topics across the social sciences
and in the global headlines for years to come. This compact volume will appeal to a broad, interdisciplinary audience of scholars and
students, including geographers, political scientists, anthropologists, sociologists, historians, international relations and law experts, as well
as lay readers interested in understanding current events.

No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly every regime today claims to be democratic, but
not all 'democracies' allow free politics, and free politics existed long before democratic franchises. This book is a short account of
the history of the doctrine and practice of democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome through the American, French, and Russian
revolutions, and of the usages and practices associated with it in the modern world. It argues that democracy is a necessary but
not a sufficient condition for good government, and that ideas of the rule of law, and of human rights, should in some situations
limit democratic claims. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
In this Very Short Introduction Kenneth Morgan provides a wide-ranging and thematic introduction to modern Australia. He
examines the main features of its history, geography, and culture since the beginning of the white settlement in New South Wales
in 1788. Drawing attention to the distinctive features of Australian life he places contemporary developments in a historical
perspective, highlighting the importance of Australia's indigenous culture and making connections between Australia and the wider
word. Balancing the successful growth of Australian institutions and democratic traditions, he considers the struggles that occurred
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in the making of modern Australia. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The European Union is rarely out of the news and, as it deals with the consequences of the Brexit vote and struggles to emerge
from the eurozone crisis, it faces difficult questions about its future. In this debate, the law has a central role to play, whether the
issue be the governance ofthe eurozone, the internal market, "clawing back powers from Europe" or reducing so-called "Brussels
red tape".In this Very Short Introduction Anthony Arnull looks at the laws and legal system of the European Union, including EU
courts, and discusses the range of issues that the European Union has been given the power to regulate, such as the free
movement of goods and people. He considers why anorganisation based on international treaties has proved capable of having farreaching effects on both its Member States and on countries that lie beyond its borders, and discusses how its law and legal
system have proved remarkably effective in ensuring that Member States respect the commitmentsthey made when they signed
the Treaties. Answering some of the key questions surrounding EU law, such as what exactly it is about, and how it has become
part of the legal DNA of its Member States so much more effectively than other treaty-based regimes, Arnull considers the future
for the EuropeanUnion.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Borders: A Very Short IntroductionOxford University Press
Religion plays a central role in human experience. Billions of people around the world practice a faith and act in accordance with it.
Religion shapes how they enter the world and how they leave it - how they eat, dress, marry, and raise their children. It shapes
their assumptions about who they are and who they want to be. Religion also identifies insiders and outsiders, who has power and
who doesn't. It sanctifies injustice and combats it. It draws national borders. It affects law, economy, and government. It destroys
and restores the environment. It starts wars and ends them. Whether you notice it or not, religion plays a role in how billions
conduct their lives. We are called, then, to understand this important factor in human life today. Beginning with the first signs of
religion among ancient humans and concluding with a look at modern citizens and global trends, leading scholar Thomas Tweed
examines this powerful and enduring force in human society. Tweed deftly documents religion as it exists around the world,
addressing its role in both intensifying and alleviating contemporary political and environmental problems, from armed conflict to
climate change. Religion: A Very Short Introduction offers a concise non-partisan overview of religion's long history and its
complicated role in the world today.
Canada is not one nation, but three: English Canada, Quebec, and First Nations. Yet as a country Canada is very successful, in
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part because it maintains national diversity through bilingualism, multiculturalism, and federalism. Alongside this contemporary
openness Canada also has its own history to contend with; with a legacy of broken treaties and residential schools for its
Indigenous peoples, making reconciliation between Canada and First Nations an ongoing journey, not a destination. Drawing on
history, politics, and literature, this Very Short Introduction starts at the end of the last ice age, when the melting of the ice sheets
opened the northern half of North America to Indigenous peoples, and covers up to today's anthropogenic climate change, and
Canada's climate politics. Donald Wright emphasizes Canada's complexity and diversity as well as its different identities and its
commitment to rights, and explores its historical relationship to Great Britain, and its ongoing relationship with the United States.
Finally, he examines Canada's northern realities and its northern identities. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
A leading international authority discusses all aspects of Russian history, from the struggle by the state to control society to the
transformation of the nation into a multi-ethnic empire, Russia's relations with the West and the post-Soviet era. Original.
Marina Warner guides us through the rich world of fairy tale, from Cinderella and Hansel and Gretel to Snow White and Pan's
Labyrinth. Exploring pervasive themes of folklore, myth, the supernatural, imagination, and fantasy, Warner highlights the impact
of the genre on human understanding, history, and culture.
The proposal that the impact of humanity on the planet has left a distinct footprint, even on the scale of geological time, has
recently gained much ground. Global climate change, shifting global cycles of the weather, widespread pollution, radioactive
fallout, plastic accumulation, species invasions, the mass extinction of species - these are just some of the many indicators that we
will leave a lasting record in rock, the scientific basis for recognizing new time intervals in Earth's history. The Anthropocene, as
the proposed new epoch has been named, is regularly in the news. Even with such robust evidence, the proposal to formally
recognize our current time as the Anthropocene remains controversial both inside and outside the scholarly world, kindling intense
debates. The reason is clear. The Anthropocene represents far more than just another interval of geologic time. Instead, the
Anthropocene has emerged as a powerful new narrative, a concept through which age-old questions about the meaning of nature
and even the nature of humanity are being revisited and radically revised. This Very Short Introduction explains the science behind
the Anthropocene and the many proposals about when to mark its beginning: the nuclear tests of the 1950s? The beginnings of
agriculture? The origins of humans as a species? Erle Ellis considers the many ways that the Anthropocene's "evolving paradigm"
is reshaping the sciences, stimulating the humanities, and foregrounding the politics of life on a planet transformed by humans.
The Anthropocene remains a work in progress. Is this the story of an unprecedented planetary disaster? Or of newfound wisdom
and redemption? Ellis offers an insightful discussion of our role in shaping the planet, and how this will influence our future on
many fronts. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
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almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

The tradition of ancient philosophy is a long, rich and varied one, in which a constant note is that of discussion and
argument. This book introduces readers to some ancient debates to engage with the ancient developments of some
themes. Getting away from the presentation of ancient philosophy as a succession of Great Thinkers, the book gives
readers a sense of the freshness and liveliness of ancient philosophy, and of its wide variety of themes and styles.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
What do we mean by development? How can citizens, governments, and the international community foster
development? The process by which nations escape poverty and achieve economic and social progress has been the
subject of extensive examination for hundreds of years. The notion of development itself has evolved from an original
preoccupation with incomes and economic growth to a much broader understanding of development. In this Very Short
Introduction Ian Goldin considers the contributions that education, health, gender, equity, and other dimensions of human
well-being make to development, and discusses why it is also necessary to include the role of institutions and the rule of
law as well as sustainability and environmental concerns. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Public health is a term much used in the media, by health professionals, and by activists. At the national or the local level
there are ministries or departments of public health, whilst international agencies such as the World Health Organisation
promote public health policies, and regional organisations such as the European Union have public health funding and
policies. But what do we mean when we speak about 'public health'? In this Very Short Introduction Virginia Berridge
explores the areas which fall under the remit of public health, and explains how the individual histories of different
countries have come to cause great differences in the perception of the role and responsibilities of public health
organisations. Thus, in the United States litigation on public health issues is common, but state involvement is less, while
some Scandinavian countries have a tradition of state involvement or even state ownership of industries such as alcohol
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in connection with public health. In its narrowest sense, public health can refer to the health of a population, the longevity
of individual members, and their freedom from disease, but it can also be anticipatory, geared to the prevention of illness,
rather than simply the provision of care and treatment. In the way public health deals with healthy as well as sick people it
is therefore a separate concept from health services, which deal with the sick population. Drawing on a wide range of
international examples, Berridge demonstrates the central role of history to understanding the amorphous nature of
public health today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring The Cold War dominated international life from the end of World War II
to the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. But how did the conflict begin? Why did it move from its initial origins in Postwar
Europe to encompass virtually every corner of the globe? And why, after lasting so long, did the war end so suddenly and
unexpectedly? Robert McMahon considers these questions and more, as well as looking at the legacy of the Cold War
and its impact on international relations today. The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction is a truly international history, not
just of the Soviet-American struggle at its heart, but also of the waves of decolonization, revolutionary nationalism, and
state formation that swept the non-Western world in the wake of World War II. McMahon places the 'Hot Wars' that cost
millions of lives in Korea, Vietnam, and elsewhere within the larger framework of global superpower competition. He
shows how the United States and the Soviet Union both became empires over the course of the Cold War, and argues
that perceived security needs and fears shaped U.S. and Soviet decisions from the beginning—far more, in fact, than did
their economic and territorial ambitions. He unpacks how these needs and fears were conditioned by the divergent
cultures, ideologies, and historical experiences of the two principal contestants and their allies. Covering the years
1945-1990, this second edition uses recent scholarship and newly available documents to offer a fuller analysis of the
Vietnam War, the changing global politics of the 1970s, and the end of the Cold War. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Having spent centuries in the shadows of its neighbours China and Japan, Korea is now the object of considerable
interest for radically different reasons-- the South as an economic success story and for its vibrant popular culture; the
North as the home to one of the world's most repressive regimes, at once both bizarre and menacing. This Very Short
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Introduction explores the history, culture, and society of a deeply divided region. Michael Seth considers what it means to
be Korean, and analyses how the various peoples of the Korean peninsula became one of the world's most
homogeneous nations, before exploring how this nation evolved, in a single lifetime, into today's sharply contrasting
societies. He also discusses how Korea fits into the larger narrative of both East Asian and world history, economically,
politically, and socially. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
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