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Two of the UK's leading economists call time on selfishness as the engine of prosperity
The idea that people are basically driven by individualism and economic incentives, and
that prosperity and good societies come from top-down leadership, has dominated
politics for the last thirty years (from some perspectives, much longer). This book shows
that the age of homo economicus and centralisation is coming to an end. Instead,
Collier and Kay argue that community and mutuality will be the drivers of successful
societies in the future - as they are already in some parts of the world. They show how
politics can reverse the move to extremes of right and left in recent years, that the
centre can hold, and that if we think differently we can find common ground to the
benefit of all.
This volumes explores the whole range of Alexis Tocqueville's ideas, from his political,
literary and sociological theories to his concept of history, his religious beliefs, and his
philosophical doctrines. Among the topics considered are: Tocqueville's beliefs about
foreign policy as applied to American democracy; Tocqueville and Machiavelli on the art
of being free; Tocqueville and the historical sociology of state; virtue and politics in
Tocqueville; Tocqueville's debt to Rousseau and Pascal; Tocqueville's analysis of the
role of religion in preserving American democracy; Tocqueville and American literary
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critics; and Tocqueville and the postmodern refusal of history. The different approaches
to Tocqueville's classical work represented in this book, combined with the frequent use
of unpublished sources, present a fresh and renewed vision of his classic Democracy in
America, reinforcing after a century and a half its reputation as the most modern,
provocative, and profound attempt to explain the nature of democracy. Contributing to
the volume are: Pierre Birnbaum (University of Sorbonne), Herbert Dittgen (University
of Goettingen), Joseph Alulis (Lake Forest College), Dalmacio Negro (Universidad
Complutense, Madrid), Peter A. Lawler (Berry College), Catherine Zuckert (Carleton
College), Francesco de Sanctis (Naples University), Hugh Brogan (University of Essex),
Cushing Strout (Cornell University), Gisela Schlueter (Universitaet Hannover), Roger
Boesche (Occidental College), Edward T. Gargan (University of Wisconsin), and James
T. Schleifer (College of New Rochelle).
Now a Washington Post bestseller. Respected conservative journalist and commentator
Timothy P. Carney continues the conversation begun with Hillbilly Elegy and the classic
Bowling Alone in this hard-hitting analysis that identifies the true factor behind the
decline of the American dream: it is not purely the result of economics as the left
claims, but the collapse of the institutions that made us successful, including marriage,
church, and civic life. During the 2016 presidential campaign, Donald J. Trump
proclaimed, “the American dream is dead,” and this message resonated across the
country. Why do so many people believe that the American dream is no longer within
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reach? Growing inequality, stubborn pockets of immobility, rising rates of deadly
addiction, the increasing and troubling fact that where you start determines where you
end up, heightening political strife—these are the disturbing realities threatening ordinary
American lives today. The standard accounts pointed to economic problems among the
working class, but the root was a cultural collapse: While the educated and wealthy
elites still enjoy strong communities, most blue-collar Americans lack strong
communities and institutions that bind them to their neighbors. And outside of the elites,
the central American institution has been religion That is, it’s not the factory closings
that have torn us apart; it’s the church closings. The dissolution of our most cherished
institutions—nuclear families, places of worship, civic organizations—has not only divided
us, but eroded our sense of worth, belief in opportunity, and connection to one another.
In Abandoned America, Carney visits all corners of America, from the dim country bars
of Southwestern Pennsylvania., to the bustling Mormon wards of Salt Lake City, and
explains the most important data and research to demonstrate how the social
connection is the great divide in America. He shows that Trump’s surprising victory
was the most visible symptom of this deep-seated problem. In addition to his detailed
exploration of how a range of societal changes have, in tandem, damaged us, Carney
provides a framework that will lead us back out of a lonely, modern wilderness.
Updated to include a new chapter about the influence of social media and the
Internet—the 20th anniversary edition of Bowling Alone remains a seminal work of social
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analysis, and its examination of what happened to our sense of community remains
more relevant than ever in today’s fractured America. Twenty years, ago, Robert D.
Putnam made a seemingly simple observation: once we bowled in leagues, usually
after work; but no longer. This seemingly small phenomenon symbolized a significant
social change that became the basis of the acclaimed bestseller, Bowling Alone, which
The Washington Post called “a very important book” and Putnam, “the de Tocqueville
of our generation.” Bowling Alone surveyed in detail Americans’ changing behavior
over the decades, showing how we had become increasingly disconnected from family,
friends, neighbors, and social structures, whether it’s with the PTA, church, clubs,
political parties, or bowling leagues. In the revised edition of his classic work, Putnam
shows how our shrinking access to the “social capital” that is the reward of communal
activity and community sharing still poses a serious threat to our civic and personal
health, and how these consequences have a new resonance for our divided country
today. He includes critical new material on the pervasive influence of social media and
the internet, which has introduced previously unthinkable opportunities for social
connection—as well as unprecedented levels of alienation and isolation. At the time of its
publication, Putnam’s then-groundbreaking work showed how social bonds are the
most powerful predictor of life satisfaction, and how the loss of social capital is felt in
critical ways, acting as a strong predictor of crime rates and other measures of
neighborhood quality of life, and affecting our health in other ways. While the ways in
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which we connect, or become disconnected, have changed over the decades, his
central argument remains as powerful and urgent as ever: mending our frayed social
capital is key to preserving the very fabric of our society.
In his acclaimed bestselling book, Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of
American Community, Robert Putnam described a thirty-year decline in America's
social institutions. The book ended with the hope that new forms of social connection
might be invented in order to revive our communities. In Better Together, Putnam and
longtime civic activist Lewis Feldstein describe some of the diverse locations and most
compelling ways in which civic renewal is taking place today. In response to civic crises
and local problems, they say, hardworking, committed people are reweaving the social
fabric all across America, often in innovative ways that may turn out to be appropriate
for the twenty-first century. Better Together is a book of stories about people who are
building communities to solve specific problems. The examples Putnam and Feldstein
describe span the country from big cities such as Philadelphia, San Francisco, and
Chicago to the Los Angeles suburbs, small Mississippi and Wisconsin towns, and quiet
rural areas. The projects range from the strictly local to that of the men and women of
UPS, who cover the nation. Bowling Alone looked at America from a broad and general
perspective. Better Together takes us into Catherine Flannery's Roxbury,
Massachusetts, living room, a UPS loading dock in Greensboro, North Carolina, a
Philadelphia classroom, the Portsmouth, New Hampshire, naval shipyard, and a Bay
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Area Web site. We meet activists driven by their visions, each of whom has chosen to
succeed by building community: Mexican Americans in the Rio Grande Valley who want
paved roads, running water, and decent schools; Harvard University clerical workers
searching for respect and improved working conditions; Waupun, Wisconsin,
schoolchildren organizing to improve safety at a local railroad crossing; and merchants
in Tupelo, Mississippi, joining with farmers to improve their economic status. As the
stories in Better Together demonstrate, bringing people together by building on
personal relationships remains one of the most effective strategies to enhance
America's social health.
National news reports periodically proclaim that American life is lonelier than ever, and
new books on the subject with titles like Bowling Alone generate considerable anxiety
about the declining quality of Americans’ social ties. Still Connected challenges such
concerns by asking a simple yet significant question: have Americans’ bonds with
family and friends changed since the 1970s, and, if so, how? Noted sociologist Claude
Fischer examines long-term trends in family ties and friendships and paints an insightful
and ultimately reassuring portrait of Americans’ personal relationships. Still Connected
analyzes forty years of survey research to address whether and how Americans’
personal ties have changed—their involvement with relatives, the number of friends they
have and their contacts with those friends, the amount of practical and emotional
support they are able to count on, and how emotionally tied they feel to these
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relationships. The book shows that Americans today have fewer relatives than they did
forty years ago and that formal gatherings have declined over the decades—at least
partially as a result of later marriages and more women in the work force. Yet neither
the overall quantity of personal relationships nor, more importantly, the quality of those
relationships has diminished. Americans’ contact with relatives and friends, as well as
their feelings of emotional connectedness, has changed relatively little since the 1970s.
Although Americans are marrying later and single people feel lonely, few Americans
report being socially isolated and the percentage who do has not really increased.
Fischer maintains that this constancy testifies to the value Americans place on family
and friends and to their willingness to adapt to changing circumstances in ways that
sustain their social connections. For example, children now often have schedules as
busy as their parents. Yet today’s parents spend more quality time with their children
than parents did forty years ago—although less in the form of organized home activities
and more in the form of accompanying them to play dates or sports activities. And
those family meals at home that seem to be disappearing? While survey research
shows that families dine at home together less often, it also shows that they dine out
together more often. Americans are fascinated by the quality of their relationships with
family and friends and whether these bonds fray or remain stable over time. With so
many voices heralding the demise of personal relationships, it’s no wonder that
confusion on this topic abounds. An engrossing and accessible social history, Still
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Connected brings a much-needed note of clarity to the discussion. Americans’
personal ties, this book assures us, remain strong.
A New York Times bestseller and “a passionate, urgent” (The New Yorker)
examination of the growing inequality gap from the bestselling author of Bowling Alone:
why fewer Americans today have the opportunity for upward mobility. Central to the
very idea of America is the principle that we are a nation of opportunity. But over the
last quarter century we have seen a disturbing “opportunity gap” emerge. We
Americans have always believed that those who have talent and try hard will succeed,
but this central tenet of the American Dream seems no longer true or at the least, much
less true than it was. In Our Kids, Robert Putnam offers a personal and authoritative
look at this new American crisis, beginning with the example of his high school class of
1959 in Port Clinton, Ohio. The vast majority of those students went on to lives better
than those of their parents. But their children and grandchildren have faced diminishing
prospects. Putnam tells the tale of lessening opportunity through poignant life stories of
rich, middle class, and poor kids from cities and suburbs across the country, brilliantly
blended with the latest social-science research. “A truly masterful volume” (Financial
Times), Our Kids provides a disturbing account of the American dream that is
“thoughtful and persuasive” (The Economist). Our Kids offers a rare combination of
individual testimony and rigorous evidence: “No one can finish this book and feel
complacent about equal opportunity” (The New York Times Book Review).
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Draws on three national surveys on religion, as well as research conducted by
congregations across the United States, to examine the profound impact it has had on
American life and how religious attitudes have changed in recent decades.
American political scientist Robert Putnam wasn’t the first person to recognize that social
capital – the relationships between people that allow communities to function well – is the
grease that oils the wheels of society. But by publishing Bowling Alone, he moved the debate
from one primarily concerned with family and individual relationships one that studied the
social capital generated by people’s engagement with the civic life. Putnam drew heavily on
the critical thinking skill of interpretation in shaping his work. He took fresh looks at the
meaning of evidence that other scholars had made too many assumptions about, and was
scrupulous in clarifying what his evidence was really saying. He found that strong social capital
has the power to boost health, lower unemployment, and improve life in major ways. As such,
any decrease in civic engagement could create serious consequences for society. Putnam’s
interpretation of these issues led him to the understanding that if America is to thrive, its
citizens must connect.
A delightfully illustrated picture book about support for families with babies, and the coming of
a new baby. The charming and simple text has been written by Yvonne Morrison, author of
THE KIWI NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS and KIWI JINGLE BELLS. Illustrations by Jenny
Cooper, who has illustrated DOWN IN THE FOREST and many educational books. This book
was produced following a request from Plunket, who felt they should celebrate their centenary
with something for children as well as more serious works for adults.
An eminent sociologist and bestselling author offers an inspiring blueprint for rebuilding a
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fractured society. "Comprehensive, entertaining, and compellingÉ"--Jon Stewart. A New York
Times Book Review Editors' Choice.s' Choice.
Why do some democratic governments succeed and others fail? In a book that has received
attention from policymakers and civic activists in America and around the world, Robert
Putnam and his collaborators offer empirical evidence for the importance of "civic community"
in developing successful institutions. Their focus is on a unique experiment begun in 1970
when Italy created new governments for each of its regions. After spending two decades
analyzing the efficacy of these governments in such fields as agriculture, housing, and health
services, they reveal patterns of associationism, trust, and cooperation that facilitate good
governance and economic prosperity.
Record unemployment and rampant corporate avarice, empty houses but homeless families,
dwindling opportunities in an increasingly paralyzed nation—these are the realities of 21stcentury America, land of the free and home of the new middle class poor. Award-winning
broadcaster Tavis Smiley and Dr. Cornel West, one of the nation’s leading democratic
intellectuals, co-hosts of Public Radio’s Smiley & West, now take on the "P" word—poverty.
The Rich and the Rest of Us is the next step in the journey that began with "The Poverty Tour:
A Call to Conscience." Smiley and West’s 18-city bus tour gave voice to the plight of
impoverished Americans of all races, colors, and creeds. With 150 million Americans
persistently poor or near poor, the highest numbers in over five decades, Smiley and West
argue that now is the time to confront the underlying conditions of systemic poverty in America
before it’s too late. By placing the eradication of poverty in the context of the nation’s greatest
moments of social transformation— such as the abolition of slavery, woman’s suffrage, and the
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labor and civil rights movements—ending poverty is sure to emerge as America’s 21st?century
civil rights struggle. As the middle class disappears and the safety net is shredded, Smiley and
West, building on the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr., ask us to confront our fear and
complacency with 12 poverty changing ideas. They challenge us to re-examine our
assumptions about poverty in America—what it really is and how to eliminate it now.
"Social Capital is an important crtique that should stimulate further analysis and dicussion of
what constitutes community." New Political Science "The reader emerges with a good sense of
the gaps in Putnam's work- or more appropriately in the context of this book, the way in which
the 'feelgood' factor of Putnam's work deserves critical analysis." Voluntas: International
Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations This collection tackles the theme of isolation
and the breakdown of mediating social institutions. It is, in part, a response to Robert
Putnam'sBowling Alone as well as an attempt to create a broader idea of civil society. These
original essays contribute to the examination of democratic theory and practice, exploring one
of the most popular causes of this decline in public trustsocial capital. These critical essays are
written by specialists and scholars in American politics and American political thought. They
utilize diverse methodologiesempirical and philosophicaland multiple perspectives to examine
critically the social capital discourse and how it is related to political participation, civic
engagement, and American democracy.
American political scientist Robert Putnam wasn't the first person to recognize that social
capital - the relationships between people that allow communities to function well - is the
grease that oils the wheels of society. But by publishing Bowling Alone, he moved the debate
from one primarily concerned with family and individual relationships one that studied the
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social capital generated by people's engagement with the civic life. Putnam drew heavily on the
critical thinking skill of interpretation in shaping his work. He took fresh looks at the meaning of
evidence that other scholars had made too many assumptions about, and was scrupulous in
clarifying what his evidence was really saying. He found that strong social capital has the
power to boost health, lower unemployment, and improve life in major ways. As such, any
decrease in civic engagement could create serious consequences for society. Putnam's
interpretation of these issues led him to the understanding that if America is to thrive, its
citizens must connect.
How a fraying social fabric is fueling the outrage of rural Americans What is fueling rural
America’s outrage toward the federal government? Why did rural Americans vote
overwhelmingly for Donald Trump? And is there a more nuanced explanation for the growing
rural-urban divide? Drawing on more than a decade of research and hundreds of interviews,
Robert Wuthnow brings us into America’s small towns, farms, and rural communities to paint a
rich portrait of the moral order—the interactions, loyalties, obligations, and
identities—underpinning this critical segment of the nation. Wuthnow demonstrates that to truly
understand rural Americans’ anger, their culture must be explored more fully, and he shows
that rural America’s fury stems less from economic concerns than from the perception that
Washington is distant from and yet threatening to the social fabric of small towns. Moving
beyond simplistic depictions of America’s heartland, The Left Behind offers a clearer picture of
how this important population will influence the nation’s political future.
Do you believe that spending $15,000 on a media center is vulgar, but that spending $15,000
on a slate shower stall is a sign that you are at one with the Zenlike rhythms of nature? Do you
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work for one of those visionary software companies where people come to work wearing hiking
boots and glacier glasses, as if a wall of ice were about to come sliding through the parking
lot? If so, you might be a Bobo. In his bestselling work of "comic sociology," David Brooks
coins a new word, Bobo, to describe today's upper class -- those who have wed the bourgeois
world of capitalist enterprise to the hippie values of the bohemian counterculture. Their hybrid
lifestyle is the atmosphere we breathe, and in this witty and serious look at the cultural
consequences of the information age, Brooks has defined a new generation.
Criticizes pure economic or political approaches to social problems, and argues for the
establishment of civil responsibilities
In today's world, it is more acceptable to be depressed than to be lonely-yet loneliness appears
to be the inevitable byproduct of our frenetic contemporary lifestyle. According to the 2004
General Social Survey, one out of four Americans talked to no one about something of
importance to them during the last six months. Another remarkable fact emerged from the
2000 U.S. Census: more people are living alone today than at any point in the country's
history—fully 25 percent of households consist of one person only. In this crucial look at one of
America's few remaining taboo subjects—loneliness—Drs. Jacqueline Olds and Richard S.
Schwartz set out to understand the cultural imperatives, psychological dynamics, and physical
mechanisms underlying social isolation. In The Lonely American, cutting-edge research on the
physiological and cognitive effects of social exclusion and emerging work in the neurobiology
of attachment uncover startling, sobering ripple effects of loneliness in areas as varied as
physical health, children's emotional problems, substance abuse, and even global warming.
Surprising new studies tell a grim truth about social isolation: being disconnected diminishes
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happiness, health, and longevity; increases aggression; and correlates with increasing rates of
violent crime. Loneliness doesn't apply simply to single people, either—today's busy parents
"cocoon" themselves by devoting most of their non-work hours to children, leaving little time for
friends, and other forms of social contact, and unhealthily relying on the marriage to fulfill all
social needs. As a core population of socially isolated individuals and families continues to
balloon in size, it is more important than ever to understand the effects of a culture that
idealizes busyness and self-reliance. It's time to bring loneliness—a very real and littlediscussed social epidemic with frightening consequences-out into the open, and find a way to
navigate the tension between freedom and connection in our lives.
Bowling AloneThe Collapse and Revival of American CommunitySimon and Schuster
Does contemporary Internet technology strengthen civic engagement and democratic practice?
The recent surge in online community participation has become a cultural phenomenon
enmeshed in ongoing debates about the health of American civil society. But observations
about online communities often concentrate on ascertaining the true nature of community and
democracy, typically rehearsing familiar communitarian and liberal perspectives. This book
seeks to understand the technology on its own terms, focusing on how the technological and
organizational configurations of online communities frame our contemporary beliefs and
assumptions about community and the individual. It analyzes key structural features of thirty
award-winning online community websites to show that while the values of individual
autonomy, egalitarianism, and freedom of speech dominate the discursive content of these
communities, the practical realities of online life are clearly marked by exclusivity and the
demands of commercialization and corporate surveillance. Promises of social empowerment
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are framed within consumer and therapeutic frameworks that undermine their democratic
efficacy. As a result, online communities fail to revolutionize the civic landscape because they
create cultures of membership that epitomize the commodification of community and public life
altogether.
Drawing on collaborative research from a distinguished team at Harvard and Manchester
universities, The age of Obama asks how two very different societies are responding to the tide
of diversity that is being felt around the rich world. Guardian journalist Tom Clark, Robert D.
Putnam – best-selling author of Bowling alone – and Manchester’s Edward Fieldhouse offer a
wonderfully readable account. Like Bowling alone, The age of Obama mixes social scientific
rigor with accessible charts and lively arguments. It will be enjoyed by politics, sociology and
geography students, as well as by anyone else with an interest in ethnic relations. Injustice, it
turns out, still blight lives of many UK and US minorities – particularly African Americans. And
there are signs the new diversity strains community life. Yet in both countries, public opinion is
running irreversibly in favour of tolerance. That augurs well for the future – and suggests a
British Obama cannot be ruled out.
Diverse Communities is a critique of Robert Putnam's social capital thesis, re-examined from
the perspective of women and cultural minorities in America over the last century. Barbara
Arneil argues that the idyllic communities of the past were less positive than Putnam envisions
and that the current 'collapse' in participation is better understood as change rather than
decline. Arneil suggests that the changes in American civil society in the last half century are
not so much the result of generational change or television as the unleashing of powerful
economic, social and cultural forces that, despite leading to division and distrust within
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American society, also contributed to greater justice for women and cultural minorities. She
concludes by proposing that the lessons learned from this fuller history of American civil
society provide the normative foundation to enumerate the principles of justice by which
diverse communities might be governed in the twenty-first century.
Shows how changes in work, family structure, women's roles, and other factors have caused
people to become increasingly disconnected from family, friends, neighbors, and democratic
structures--and how they may reconnect.

THE UNIQUE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FROM A LEGENDARY CEO In 1967,
Charles Koch took the reins of his father’s company and began the process of
growing it from a $21 million start-up into a global corporation with revenues of
about $115 billion, according to Forbes. So how did this MIT engineer manage
grow Koch Industries into one of the largest private companies in the world today
with growth exceeding that of the S&P 500 by almost 30-fold over the last five
decades? Through his unique five-dimensional management process and system
called Market-Based Management. Based on five decades of cross-disciplinary
studies, experimental discovery, and practical implementation across Koch
companies and their 100,000 employees worldwide, the core objective of MarketBased Management’s framework is as simple as it is effective: to generate good
profit. What is good profit? Good profit results when a company creates value for
customers in a way that helps them improve their lives. Good profit is the result of
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innovations that customers freely vote for with their own dollars; it’s the result of
business decisions that create long term value for everyone--customers,
employees, shareholders, and society. While you won't find the Koch Industries
name on your home’s stain-resistant carpet, your baby’s more comfortable but
absorbent diapers your stretch denim jeans, or your television with a better clarity
screen, MBM™ drove these innovations and many more. Here, drawing on
revealing, honest stories from his five decades in business – the company’s
many successes as well as its stumbles – Koch walks the reader step-by-step
through the five dimensions of Market-Based Management to show stockholders,
entrepreneurs, leaders, students -- and innovators, supervisors and employees of
all kinds, in any field --how to apply the principles to generate Good Profit in their
organizations, companies, and lives.
This Handbook brings together a collection of leading international authors to
reflect on the influence of central contributions, or classics, that have shaped the
development of the field of public policy and administration. The Handbook
reflects on a wide range of key contributions to the field, selected on the basis of
their international and wider disciplinary impact. Focusing on classics that
contributed significantly to the field over the second half of the 20th century, it
offers insights into works that have explored aspects of the policy process, of
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particular features of bureaucracy, and of administrative and policy reforms. Each
classic is discussed by a leading international scholars. They offer unique
insights into the ways in which individual classics have been received in scholarly
debates and disciplines, how classics have shaped evolving research agendas,
and how the individual classics continue to shape contemporary scholarly
debates. In doing so, this volume offers a novel approach towards considering
the various central contributions to the field. The Handbook offers students of
public policy and administration state-of-the-art insights into the enduring impact
of key contributions to the field.
One of the leading thinkers to emerge in the postwar conservative intellectual
revival was the sociologist Robert Nisbet. His book The Quest for Community,
published in 1953, stands as one of the most persuasive accounts of the
dilemmas confronting modern society. Nearly a half century before Robert
Putnam documented the atomization of society in Bowling Alone, Nisbet argued
that the rise of the powerful modern state had eroded the sources of
community—the family, the neighborhood, the church, the guild. Alienation and
loneliness inevitably resulted. But as the traditional ties that bind fell away, the
human impulse toward community led people to turn even more to the
government itself, allowing statism—even totalitarianism—to flourish. ISI Books is
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proud to present this new edition of Nisbet’s magnum opus, featuring a brilliant
introduction by New York Times columnist Ross Douthat and three critical
essays. Published at a time when our communal life has only grown weaker and
when many Americans display cultish enthusiasm for a charismatic president,
this new edition of The Quest for Community shows that Nisbet’s insights are as
relevant today as ever.
It is notable that as democracy replaces other forms of governing throughout the
world, citizens of the most established and prosperous democracies increasingly
report dissatisfaction and frustration with their governments. This volume
examines why this is so.
Interrupt the status quo of activity-based PD to enable real professional learning
by focusing on learning, collaborative inquiry, and instructional leadership in
schools.
The compelling autobiography of Israel's preeminent photojournalist, illustrated
with his most memorable images. Today, photojournalist David Rubinger stands
at the peak of his profession: a winner of the Israel Prize for services to the
media and a fixture on the masthead of Time, he is the only photographer whose
work is on permanent display at the Knesset, Israel's legislature. In this
fascinating volume, he reports his own story, which in many ways reflects the
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history of Israel that he has recorded so faithfully with his camera. Born in Vienna
in 1924, he emigrated to British Palestine in 1939 and developed a passion for
photography while serving in the British army's Jewish Brigade. After fighting in
Israel's War of Independence, he became a professional news photographer,
reporting on each of his young nation's subsequent wars from the front lines, at
first for the Israeli media and later as a correspondent for Time-Life. He
photographed all of Israel's leaders, many of whom have allowed him a
remarkable degree of access to their lives; Ariel Sharon said, "I trust Rubinger
even though I know he doesn't vote for me." But Rubinger has not confined his
reporting to war and politics; by photographing the successive waves of Jewish
immigrants from Europe, the Arab world, Russia, and Ethiopia, he has also
created a valuable record of Israel's transformation from a country of six hundred
thousand to one of seven million. In recounting his eventful career, Rubinger
proves himself a gifted raconteur, sharing anecdotes of the many leading
personalities he has photographed and telling the stories behind his most famous
pictures, many of which are reproduced here at fullpage size. Also illustrated are
a selection of Rubinger's never-before-published personal photographs, which
provide vivid behind-the-scenes glimpses into the fast-paced and sometimes
daring work of a photojournalist. Both a personal account of one man's life with
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the camera and a visual document of the birth of a nation, Israel through My Lens
is an essential book for anyone with an interest in Israeli history or the art of
photojournalism.
1. Theories of Capital: The Historical Foundation. 3. 2. Social Capital: Capital
Captured through Social Relations. 19. 3. Resources, Hierarchy, Networks, and
Homophily: The Structural Foundation. 29. 4. Resources, Motivations, and
Interactions: The Action Foundation. 41. 5. The Theory and Theoretical
Propositions. 55. 6. Social Capital and Status Attainment: A Research Tradition.
78. 7. Inequality in Social Capital: A Research Agenda. 99. 8. Social Capital and
the Emergence of Social Structure: A Theory of Rational Choice. 127. 9.
Reputation and Social Capital: The Rational Basis for Social Exchange. 143. 10.
Social Capital in Hierarchical Structures. 165. 11. Institutions, Networks, and
Capital Building: Societal Transformations. 184. 12. Cybernetworks and the
Global Village: The Rise of Social Capital. 210. 13. The Future of the Theory.
243. . References. 251. . Index. 267.
Shows how changes in work, family structure, age, women's roles, and other
factors have caused people to become increasingly disconnected from family,
friends, neighbors, and democratic structures--and how they may reconnect.
An eminent political scientist’s brilliant analysis of economic, social, and political
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trends over the past century demonstrating how we have gone from an
individualistic “I” society to a more communitarian “We” society and then back
again, and how we can learn from that experience to become a stronger, more
unified nation—from the author of Bowling Alone and Our Kids. Deep and
accelerating inequality; unprecedented political polarization; vitriolic public
discourse; a fraying social fabric; public and private narcissism—Americans today
seem to agree on only one thing: This is the worst of times. But we’ve been here
before. During the Gilded Age of the late 1800s, America was highly
individualistic, starkly unequal, fiercely polarized, and deeply fragmented, just as
it is today. However as the twentieth century opened, America became—slowly,
unevenly, but steadily—more egalitarian, more cooperative, more generous; a
society on the upswing, more focused on our responsibilities to one another and
less focused on our narrower self-interest. Sometime during the 1960s, however,
these trends reversed, leaving us in today’s disarray. In a sweeping overview of
more than a century of history, drawing on his inimitable combination of statistical
analysis and storytelling, Robert Putnam analyzes a remarkable confluence of
trends that brought us from an “I” society to a “We” society and then back
again. He draws inspiring lessons for our time from an earlier era, when a
dedicated group of reformers righted the ship, putting us on a path to becoming a
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society once again based on community. Engaging, revelatory, and timely, this is
Putnam’s most ambitious work yet, a fitting capstone to a brilliant career.
This work presents an introduction to the concept of social capital - a term which
refers to the social networks, informal structures and norms that facilitate
individual and collective action.
Democracy is struggling in America--by now this statement is almost cliché. But
what if the country is no longer a democracy at all? In Democracy Incorporated,
Sheldon Wolin considers the unthinkable: has America unwittingly morphed into
a new and strange kind of political hybrid, one where economic and state powers
are conjoined and virtually unbridled? Can the nation check its descent into what
the author terms "inverted totalitarianism"? Wolin portrays a country where
citizens are politically uninterested and submissive--and where elites are eager to
keep them that way. At best the nation has become a "managed democracy"
where the public is shepherded, not sovereign. At worst it is a place where
corporate power no longer answers to state controls. Wolin makes clear that
today's America is in no way morally or politically comparable to totalitarian states
like Nazi Germany, yet he warns that unchecked economic power risks verging
on total power and has its own unnerving pathologies. Wolin examines the myths
and mythmaking that justify today's politics, the quest for an ever-expanding
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economy, and the perverse attractions of an endless war on terror. He argues
passionately that democracy's best hope lies in citizens themselves learning
anew to exercise power at the local level. Democracy Incorporated is one of the
most worrying diagnoses of America's political ills to emerge in decades. It is
sure to be a lightning rod for political debate for years to come. Now with a new
introduction by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Chris Hedges, Democracy
Incorporated remains an essential work for understanding the state of democracy
in America.
In Democracies in Flux, Putnam and nine world renowned scholars investigate
the condition of social capital in eight advanced democratic nations.
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