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Britons Forging The Nation 1707 1837
In this path-breaking book Linda Colley reappraises the rise of the biggest empire in
global history. Excavating the lives of some of the multitudes of Britons held captive in
the lands their own rulers sought to conquer, Colley also offers an intimate
understanding of the peoples and cultures of the Mediterranean, North America, India,
and Afghanistan. Here are harrowing, sometimes poignant stories by soldiers and
sailors and their womenfolk, by traders and con men and by white as well as black
slaves. By exploring these forgotten captives – and their captors – Colley reveals how
Britain’s emerging empire was often tentative and subject to profound insecurities and
limitations. She evokes how British empire was experienced by the mass of poor whites
who created it. She shows how imperial racism coexisted with cross-cultural
collaborations, and how the gulf between Protestantism and Islam, which some have
viewed as central to this empire, was often smaller than expected. Brilliantly written and
richly illustrated, Captives is an invitation to think again about a piece of history too
often viewed in the same old way. It is also a powerful contribution to current debates
about the meanings, persistence, and drawbacks of empire.
This long-awaited second edition sees this classic text by a leading scholar given a new
lease of life. It comes complete with a wealth of original material on a range of topics
and takes into account the vital research that has been undertaken in the field in the
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last two decades. The book considers the development of the internal structure of
Britain and explores the growing sense of British nationhood. It looks at the role of
religion in matters of state and society, in addition to society's own move towards a
class-based system. Commercial and imperial expansion, Britain's role in Europe and
the early stages of liberalism are also examined. This new edition is fully updated to
include: - Revised and thorough treatments of the themes of gender and religion and of
the 1832 Reform Act - New sections on 'Commerce and Empire' and 'Britain and
Europe' - Several new maps and charts - A revised introduction and a more extensive
conclusion - Updated note sections and bibliographies The Long Eighteenth Century is
the essential text for any student seeking to understand the nuances of this absorbing
period of British history.
This pioneering 2006 volume addresses the question of how Britain's empire was lived
through everyday practices - in church and chapel, by readers at home, as embodied in
sexualities or forms of citizenship, as narrated in histories - from the eighteenth century
to the present. Leading historians explore the imperial experience and legacy for those
located, physically or imaginatively, 'at home,' from the impact of empire on
constructions of womanhood, masculinity and class to its influence in shaping literature,
sexuality, visual culture, consumption and history-writing. They assess how people
thought imperially, not in the sense of political affiliations for or against empire, but
simply assuming it was there, part of the given world that had made them who they
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were. They also show how empire became a contentious focus of attention at certain
moments and in particular ways. This will be essential reading for scholars and
students of modern Britain and its empire.
This book explores the competing demands of family, war and duty in the lives of
eighteenth-century naval men and their families. It covers not just the men afloat and
their wives ashore, but also the rich and complex financial, professional and fraternal
networks that were essential to naval lives. By drawing on a substantial body of
personal correspondence, the book goes beyond cultural and gendered stereotypes to
examine the roles and responsibilities of men, women and children within a naval family
and how war shaped and determined those roles. The families considered include
those of several famous naval figures, including Philip Broke, Matthew Flinders and
George Bass, and also the families of "lower deck" seamen, some of whom could not
write for themselves and where data has been gleaned from previously unexplored
petitions. The information provided contributes to a wider understanding of gender
roles, especially masculinity, in the period and to eighteenth-century social and cultural
history more broadly. Moreover, as insights into the intimate and emotional details of
family life, especially between husbands and wives, are difficult to discover in any
historical period (such intimacy being rarely recorded), the details presented here
constitute a rare resource. Ellen Gill completed her doctorate at the University of
Sydney.
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There is a gap between the Britain that most people imagine and the Britain that really
is. Myth: The Royal Family, fish and chips, Shakespeare. Reality: multicultural families,
curry, Zadie Smith. The New Britain is a multicultural society, where there are more
biracial couples than in any other western nation, and where Islam is the fastestgrowing religion. Yasmin Alibhai-Brown investigates this new multiculturalism in postcolonial Britain. Drawing on her own experiences, wide research, and over one hundred
interviews, Alibhai-Brown offers a fresh look at such topics as racism, imperialism,
immigration, and identity politics. Imagining the New Britain offers a startling portrait of
the vastly changing face of British citizenship and identity.
Does modernity make religion politically irrelevant? Conventional scholarly and popular
wisdom says that it does. The prevailing view assumes that the onset of western
modernity--characterized by the rise of nationalism, the dominance of capitalism, and
the emergence of powerful state institutions--favors secularism and relegates religion to
the purely private realm. This collection of essays on nationalism and religion in Europe
and Asia challenges that view. Contributors show that religion and politics are mixed
together in complex and vitally important ways not just in the East, but in the West as
well. The book focuses on four societies: India, Japan, Britain, and the Netherlands. It
shows that religion and nationalism in these societies combined to produce such
notions as the nation being chosen for a historical task (imperialism, for example), the
possibility of national revival, and political leadership as a form of salvation. The volume
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also examines the qualities of religious discourse and practice that can be used for
nationalist purposes, paying special attention to how religion can help to give meaning
to sacrifice in national struggle. The book's comparative approach underscores that
developments in colonizing and colonized countries, too often considered separately,
are subtly interrelated. In addition to the editors, the contributors are Benedict R.
Anderson, Talal Asad, Susan Bayly, Partha Chatterjee, Frans Groot, Harry
Harootunian, Hugh McLeod, Barbara Metcalf, and Peter van Rooden.
What is the enduring impact of Presbyterianism on what it means to be
Scottish?Presbyterianism has shaped Scotland and its impact on the world. Behind its
beliefs lie some distinctive practices of governance which endure even when belief
fades. These practices place a particular emphasis on the detailed recording of
decisions and what we can term a 'systemic' form of accountability.This book examines
the emergence and consolidation of such practices in the 18th-century Church of
Scotland. Using extensive archival research and detailed local case studies, it contrasts
them to what is termed a 'personal' form of accountability in England in the same
period. The wider impact of the systemic approach to governance and accountability,
especially in the United States of America, is explored, as is the enduring impact on
Scottish identity.This book offers a fresh perspective on the Presbyterian legacy in
contemporary Scottish historiography, at the same time as informing current debates on
national identity.Key Features:A novel focus on religion as social practice, as opposed
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to belief or organizationA strong focus on Scotland, but in the context of
BritainExtensive archival work in the Church of Scotland records, with an emphasis on
form as well as contentA different focus on the Church of Scotland in the eighteenth
centuryOffers a detailed focus on local practice in the context of national debates
These continue to nourish the verse of sophisticated post-British 'barbarian' poets such
as Seamus Heaney, Tony Harrison, Douglas Dunn, Les Murray and Derek Walcott.
More than that, they are bound up with the contemporary literature and politics of
Britain after devolution."--BOOK JACKET.
In this important study, Abu-Lughod presents a groundbreaking reinterpretation of global
economic evolution, arguing that the modern world economy had its roots not in the sixteenth
century, as is widely supposed, but in the thirteenth century economy--a system far different
from the European world system which emerged from it. Using the city as the working unit of
analysis, Before European Hegemony provides a new paradigm for understanding the
evolution of world systems by tracing the rise of a system that, at its peak in the opening
decades of the 14th century, involved a vast region stretching between northwest Europe and
China. Writing in a clear and lively style, Abu-Lughod explores the reasons for the eventual
decay of this system and the rise of European hegemony.
Examines England's Glorious Revolution of 1688-1689 through a broad geographical and
chronological framework, discussing its repercussions at home and abroad and why the
subsequent ideological break with the past makes it the first modern revolution.
The British empire was a huge enterprise. To foreigners it more or less defined Britain in the
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nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Its repercussions in the wider world are still with us
today. It also had a great impact on Britain herself: for example, on her economy, security,
population, and eating habits. One might expect this to have been reflected in her society and
culture. Indeed, this has now become the conventional wisdom: that Britain was steeped in
imperialism domestically, which affected (or infected) almost everything Britons thought, felt,
and did. This is the first book to examine this assumption critically against the broader
background of contemporary British society. Bernard Porter, a leading imperial historian,
argues that the empire had a far lower profile in Britain than it did abroad. Many Britons could
hardly have been aware of it for most of the nineteenth century and only a small number was in
any way committed to it. Between these extremes opinions differed widely over what was even
meant by the empire. This depended largely on class, and even when people were aware of
the empire, it had no appreciable impact on their thinking about anything else. Indeed, the
influence far more often went the other way, with perceptions of the empire being affected (or
distorted) by more powerful domestic discourses. Although Britain was an imperial nation in
this period, she was never a genuine imperial society. As well as showing how this was
possible, Porter also discusses the implications of this attitude for Britain and her empire, and
for the relationship between culture and imperialism more generally, bringing his study up to
date by including the case of the present-day USA.
"Controversial, entertaining and alarmingly topical ... a delight to read."Philip Ziegler, Daily
Telegraph
Vivid and magisterial, The Gun, the Ship, and the Pen reconfigures the rise of a modern world
through the advent and spread of written constitutions. A work of extraordinary range and
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striking originality, The Gun, the Ship, and the Pen traces the global history of written
constitutions from the 1750s to the twentieth century, modifying accepted narratives and
uncovering the close connections between the making of constitutions and the making of war.
In the process, Linda Colley both reappraises famous constitutions and recovers those that
have been marginalized but were central to the rise of a modern world. She brings to the fore
neglected sites, such as Corsica, with its pioneering constitution of 1755, and tiny Pitcairn
Island in the Pacific, the first place on the globe permanently to enfranchise women. She
highlights the role of unexpected players, such as Catherine the Great of Russia, who was
experimenting with constitutional techniques with her enlightened Nakaz decades before the
Founding Fathers framed the American constitution. Written constitutions are usually examined
in relation to individual states, but Colley focuses on how they crossed boundaries, spreading
into six continents by 1918 and aiding the rise of empires as well as nations. She also illumines
their place not simply in law and politics but also in wider cultural histories, and their intimate
connections with print, literary creativity, and the rise of the novel. Colley shows how—while
advancing epic revolutions and enfranchising white males—constitutions frequently served over
the long nineteenth century to marginalize indigenous people, exclude women and people of
color, and expropriate land. Simultaneously, though, she investigates how these devices were
adapted by peoples and activists outside the West seeking to resist European and American
power. She describes how Tunisia generated the first modern Islamic constitution in 1861,
quickly suppressed, but an influence still on the Arab Spring; how Africanus Horton of Sierra
Leone—inspired by the American Civil War—devised plans for self-governing nations in West
Africa; and how Japan’s Meiji constitution of 1889 came to compete with Western
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constitutionalism as a model for Indian, Chinese, and Ottoman nationalists and reformers.
Vividly written and handsomely illustrated, The Gun, the Ship, and the Pen is an absorbing
work that—with its pageant of formative wars, powerful leaders, visionary lawmakers and
committed rebels—retells the story of constitutional government and the evolution of ideas of
what it means to be modern.
A sweeping history of nineteenth-century Britain by one of the world's most respected
historians. "An evocative account . . .[Cannadine] tells his own story persuasively and
exceedingly well.” —The Wall Street Journal To live in nineteenth-century Britain was to
experience an astonishing and unprecedented series of changes. Cities grew vast; there were
revolutions in transportation, communication, science, and work--all while a growing religious
skepticism rendered the intellectual landscape increasingly unrecognizable. It was an
exhilarating time, and as a result, most of the countries in the world that experienced these
changes were racked by political and social unrest. Britain, however, maintained a stable polity
at home, and as a result it quickly found itself in a position of global leadership. In this major
new work, leading historian David Cannadine has created a bold, fascinating new
interpretation of nineteenth-century Britain. Britain was a country that saw itself at the summit
of the world and, by some measures, this was indeed true. It had become the largest empire in
history: its political stability positioned it as the leader of the new global economy and allowed it
to construct the largest navy ever built. And yet it was also a society permeated with doubt,
fear, and introspection. Repeatedly, politicians and writers felt themselves to be staring into the
abyss and what is seen as an era of irritating self-belief was in fact obsessed with its own
fragility, whether as a great power or as a moral force. Victorious Century is a comprehensive
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and extraordinarily stimulating history--its author catches the relish, humor and staginess of the
age, but also the dilemmas faced by Britain's citizens, ones we remain familiar with today.
Edinburgh-born James Boswell, at twenty-two, kept a daily diary of his eventful second stay in
London from 1762 to 1763. This journal, not discovered for more than 150 years, is a deft,
frank and artful record of adventures ranging from his vividly recounted love affair with a
Covent Garden actress to his first amusingly bruising meeting with Samuel Johnson, to whom
Boswell would later become both friend and biographer. The London Journal 1762-63 is a
witty, incisive and compellingly candid testament to Boswell's prolific talents.
What does it mean to be British? It is now recognized that being British is not innate, static or
permanent, but that national identities within Britain are constantly constructed and
reconstructed. Britishness since 1870 examines this definition and redefinition of the British
national identity since the 1870s. Paul Ward argues that British national identity is a resilient
force, and looks at how Britishness has adapted to changing circumstances. Taking a thematic
approach, Britishness since 1870 examines the forces that have contributed to a sense of
Britishness, and considers how Britishness has been mediated by other identities such as
class, gender, region, ethnicity and the sense of belonging to England, Scotland, Wales and
Ireland.
When students gathered in a London coffeehouse and smoked tobacco; when Yorkshire
women sipped sugar-infused tea; or when a Glasgow family ate a bowl of Indian curry, were
they aware of the mechanisms of imperial rule and trade that made such goods readily
available? In Eating the Empire, Troy Bickham unfolds the extraordinary role that food played
in shaping Britain during the long eighteenth century (circa 1660–1837), when such foreign
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goods as coffee, tea, and sugar went from rare luxuries to some of the most ubiquitous
commodities in Britain—reaching even the poorest and remotest of households. Bickham
reveals how trade in the empire’s edibles underpinned the emerging consumer economy,
fomenting the rise of modern retailing, visual advertising, and consumer credit, and, via taxes,
financed the military and civil bureaucracy that secured, governed, and spread the British
Empire.
Luxury and Pleasure in Eighteenth-Century Britain explores the invention, making, and buying
of new, semi-luxury, and fashionable consumer goods during the eighteenth century. It follows
these goods, from china tea ware to all sorts of metal ornaments such as candlesticks, cutlery,
buckles, and buttons, as they were made and shopped for, then displayed in the private
domestic settings of Britain's urban middling classes. It tells the stories and analyses the
developmentsthat led from a global trade in Eastern luxuries beginning in the sixteenth century
to the new global trade in British-made consumer goods by the end of the eighteenth
century.These new products, regarded as luxuries by the rapidly growing urban and middlingclass people of the eighteenth century, played an important part in helping to proclaim personal
identities,and guide social interaction. Customers enjoyed shopping for them; they took
pleasure in their beauty, ingenuity or convenience. All manner of new products appeared in
shop windows; sophisticated mixed-media advertising seduced customers and created new
wants. This unparalleled 'product revolution' provokedphilosophers and pundits to proclaim a
'new luxury', one that reached out to the middling and trading classes, unlike the elite and
corrupt luxury of old.Luxury and Pleasure in Eighteenth-Century Britain is cultural history at its
best, built on a fresh empirical base drawn directly from customs accounts, advertising
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material, company papers, and contemporary correspondence. Maxine Berg traces how this
new consumer society of the eighteenth century and the products first traded, then invented to
satisfy it, stimulated industrialization itself. Global markets for the consumer goods of private
and domestic life inspired the industrialrevolution and British products 'won the world'.
My Apprenticeship has long been cited as an important and fascinating source for students of
social attitudes and conditions in late Victorian Britain, and this new paperback edition makes it
once more generally available. Beatrice Webb, the eighth of the nine daughters of the railway
magnate Richard Potter, was an exceptionally able person, with a zest for observation, a knack
for pointed comment, and a habit of self-examination - all of which gifts she put to good
account in the private diary she kept all her life and in this brilliant volume of autobiography
which she based on that diary. It tells the story of a craft and a creed, of a withdrawn but
talented girl, growing up in a prosperous household, who turned to social investigation and
social reform, moving between the two starkly contrasted worlds of West End smart society
and East End squalor. She served a hard apprenticeship, as a woman as well as a
professional worker, and in a new introduction to this edition Norman MacKenzie describes the
severe personal stresses which lay behind her life of dedication to social improvement,
particularly her frustrated passion for Joseph Chamberlain and the troubled courtship which
preceded her marriage to Sidney Webb. This volume ends on the eve of that marriage, when
she was about to begin her famous and astonishingly productive collaboration with her
husband. As historians, publicists and Fabian politicians the Webbs were pioneers of the
modern age. The ensuring volume, which chronicles their mature career and was appropriately
titled Our Partnership, is also published by the Cambridge University Press in collaboration
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with the London School of Economics and Political Science.
Offers an account of Great Britain's imperial path from the Stuart Restoration of 1660 to its
emergence as a dominant global superpower. This book includes over 30 illustrations and
maps to help orient the reader.
Examines Welsh writing in English in the context of critical debates concerning the rise of
cultural nationalism and the ‘invention’ of Great Britain as a nation in the eighteenth century.
This study investigates the ways in which Anglophone literature from and about Wales
imagines the nation and its culture in a range of genres.
BritonsForging the Nation, 1707-1837Yale University Press
Why is English national identity so enigmatic and so elusive? Why, unlike the Scots, Welsh,
Irish and most of continental Europe, do the English find it so difficult to say who they are? The
Making of English National Identity, first published in 2003, is a fascinating exploration of
Englishness and what it means to be English. Drawing on historical, sociological and literary
theory, Krishan Kumar examines the rise of English nationalism and issues of race and
ethnicity from earliest times to the present day. He argues that the long history of the English
as an imperial people has, as with other imperial people like the Russians and the Austrians,
developed a sense of missionary nationalism which in the interests of unity and empire has
necessitated the repression of ordinary expressions of nationalism. Professor Kumar's lively
and provocative approach challenges readers to reconsider their pre-conceptions about
national identity and who the English really are.
This is a study of two conflicting trends in nineteenth-century Britain: the promotion of
integration and unity, and the commitment to preserve regional diversity. In the last century
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communications between different parts of Britain improved enormously, through the spread of
railways, the penny post, newspapers, and increased affluence which enabled more people to
take holidays; but this did not necessarily lead to uniformity. The Scots and the Welsh in
particular were concerned to retain their own 'nationality' and culture, yet in ways which would
not lead to political separation. Professor Robbins examines the various aspects which served
to unite or divide the regions: the role of the church and religious beliefs, patterns of eating and
drinking, the political system, commercial development, the educational system, language,
literature, and music. He concludes that there was a 'British' nation which was consolidated
through the century. Although not uniform in character, it held together during the supreme test
of the First World War, under the political guidance of a Welshman whose first language was
not English and the spiritual guidance of an Archbishop of Canterbury who was a Scot. The
relationship between region and state still lies at the heart of today's concerns with local
government, devolution, and the North/South divide, and this stimulation account of the making
of the modern nation will appeal to all interested in British history and politics.

At the time the largest city in the world, Victorian London intrigued and appalled
politicians, clergymen, novelists and social investigators. Dickens, Mayhew, Booth,
Gissing and George Bernard Shaw, to name but a few, developed a morbid fascination
with its sullied streets and the sensational gulf between London classes. Outcast
London explores the London economy, in particular its vast numbers of casual and
irregular day labourers and the artisans and seamstresses engaged in seasonal and
workshop trades. This vast assemblage was volatile, subject to the ups and downs of
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the world economy, to the vagaries of the weather, and to the rise and fall of various
trades. Its crises could cause panic in wealthy London. New forms of charity came into
being as well as, eventually, an embryonic form of the twentieth century welfare state.
At first sight, the London described in this book is wholly remote from the city
encountered today. But developments in recent decades reveal that the types of
irregular employment, poverty and inequality experienced by modern Londoners are not
so distant from those familiar to their Victorian and Edwardian ancestors.
An investigation of the concept of Jacobitism and its effects in the long eighteenth
century.
The Tudor era has long been associated with the rise of nationalism in England, yet
nationalist writing in this period often involved the denigration and outright denial of
Englishness. Philip Schwyzer argues that the ancient, insular, and imperial nation
imagined in the works of writers such as Shakespeare and Spenser was not England,
but Britain. Disclaiming their Anglo-Saxon ancestry, the English sought their origins in a
nostalgic vision of British antiquity. Focusing on texts including The Faerie Queene,
English and Welsh antiquarian works, The Mirror for Magistrates, Henry V and King
Lear, Schwyzer charts the genesis, development and disintegration of British
nationalism in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. An important contribution
to the expanding scholarship on early modern Britishness, this study gives detailed
attention to Welsh texts and traditions, arguing that Welsh sources crucially influenced
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the development of English literature and identity.
A not-for-the-squeamish journey back through the centuries to urban England, where
the streets are crowded, noisy, filthy, and reeking of smoke and decayModern citydwellers suffer their share of unpleasant experiences—traffic jams, noisy neighbors,
pollution, food scares—but urban nuisances of the past existed on a different scale
entirely, this book explains in vivid detail. Focusing on offenses to the eyes, ears,
noses, taste buds, and skin of inhabitants of England's pre-Industrial Revolution cities,
Hubbub transports us to a world in which residents were scarred by smallpox, refuse
rotted in the streets, pigs and dogs roamed free, and food hygiene consisted of little
more than spit and polish. Through the stories of a large cast of characters from varied
walks of life, the book compares what daily life was like in different cities across
England from 1600 to 1770. Using a vast array of sources, from novels to records of
urban administration to diaries, Emily Cockayne populates her book with anecdotes
from the quirky lives of the famous and the obscure—all of whom confronted urban
nuisances and physical ailments. Each chapter addresses an unpleasant aspect of city
life (noise, violence, moldy food, smelly streets, poor air quality), and the volume is
enhanced with a rich array of illustrations. Awakening both our senses and our
imaginations, Cockayne creates a nuanced portrait of early modern English city life,
unparalleled in breadth and unforgettable in detail.
The essays in Nationalizing Empires challenge the dichotomy between empire and
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nation state that for decades has dominated historiography. The authors center their
attention on nation-building in the imperial core and maintain that the nineteenth
century, rather than the age of nation-states, was the age of empires and nationalism.
They identify a number of instances where nation building projects in the imperial
metropolis aimed at the preservation and extension of empires rather than at their
dissolution or the transformation of entire empires into nation states. Such observations
have until recently largely escaped theoretical reflection.
In this book Linda Colley explores the fate of the tory party which has dominated both
Parliament and the constituencies throughout of the reigns of William III and Anne.
This book is a thematic history of the world from 1780, the pivotal year of the
revolutionary age, to the outbreak of the First World War in 1914. It brings together
historical data and arguments from different societies in order to show how
interconnected the world was, even before the onset of modern globalization. "The Birth
of the Modern World, 1780-1914 demonstrates how events in Asia, Africa, and South
America, from the decline of the eighteenth-century Islamic empires to the antiEuropean Boxer rebellion of 1900 in China, had a direct impact on European and
American history. Conversely, it sketches the "ripple effects" of crises such as the
European revolutions and the American Civil War. The book also considers the great
themes of the nineteenth-century world: the rise of the modern state, industrialization,
liberalism, and the progress of world religions. Engaging and original, this book both
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challenges and complements the dominant regional and national approaches
traditionally adopted by historians.
Wahrman argues that toward the end of the 18th century there was a radical change in
notions of self & personal identity - a sudden transformation that was a revolution in the
understanding of selfhood & of identity categories including race, gender, & class.
In this remarkable reconstruction of an eighteenth-century woman's extraordinary and
turbulent life, historian Linda Colley not only tells the story of Elizabeth Marsh, one of
the most distinctive travelers of her time, but also opens a window onto a radically
transforming world.Marsh was conceived in Jamaica, lived in London, Gibraltar, and
Menorca, visited the Cape of Africa and Rio de Janeiro, explored eastern and southern
India, and was held captive at the court of the sultan of Morocco. She was involved in
land speculation in Florida and in international smuggling, and was caught up in three
different slave systems. She was also a part of far larger histories. Marsh's lifetime saw
new connections being forged across nations, continents, and oceans by war, empire,
trade, navies, slavery, and print, and these developments shaped and distorted her own
progress and the lives of those close to her. Colley brilliantly weaves together the
personal and the epic in this compelling story of a woman in world history.
During the early modern period, hundreds of Turks and Moors traded in English and
Welsh ports, dazzled English society with exotic cuisine and Arabian horses, and
worked small jobs in London, while the "Barbary Corsairs" raided coastal towns and, if
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captured, lingered in Plymouth jails or stood trial in Southampton courtrooms. In turn,
Britons fought in Muslim armies, traded and settled in Moroccan or Tunisian harbor
towns, joined the international community of pirates in Mediterranean and Atlantic
outposts, served in Algerian households and ships, and endured captivity from Salee to
Alexandria and from Fez to Mocha. In Turks, Moors, and Englishmen, Nabil Matar
vividly presents new data about Anglo-Islamic social and historical interactions. Rather
than looking exclusively at literary works, which tended to present unidimensional
stereotypes of Muslims—Shakespeare's "superstitious Moor" or Goffe's "raging Turke,"
to name only two—Matar delves into hitherto unexamined English prison depositions,
captives' memoirs, government documents, and Arabic chronicles and histories. The
result is a significant alternative to the prevailing discourse on Islam, which nearly
always centers around ethnocentrism and attempts at dominance over the non-Western
world, and an astonishing revelation about the realities of exchange and familiarity
between England and Muslim society in the Elizabethan and early Stuart periods.
Concurrent with England's engagement and "discovery" of the Muslims was the
"discovery" of the American Indians. In an original analysis, Matar shows how Hakluyt
and Purchas taught their readers not only about America but about the Muslim
dominions, too; how there were more reasons for Britons to venture eastward than
westward; and how, in the period under study, more Englishmen lived in North Africa
than in North America. Although Matar notes the sharp political and colonial differences
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between the English encounter with the Muslims and their encounter with the Indians,
he shows how Elizabethan and Stuart writers articulated Muslim in terms of Indian, and
Indian in terms of Muslim. By superimposing the sexual constructions of the Indians
onto the Muslims, and by applying to them the ideology of holy war which had
legitimated the destruction of the Indians, English writers prepared the groundwork for
orientalism and for the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century conquest of Mediterranean
Islam. Matar's detailed research provides a new direction in the study of England's
geographic imagination. It also illuminates the subtleties and interchangeability of
stereotype, racism, and demonization that must be taken into account in any
responsible depiction of English history.
Family Fortunes has become a seminal text in class and gender history. Published to
wide critical acclaim in 1987, its influence in the field continues to be extensive. It has
cast new light on the perception of middle-class society and gender relations between
1780 and 1850. This revised edition contains a substantial new introduction, placing the
original survey in its historiographical context. Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall
evaluate the readings their text has received and broaden their study by taking into
account recent developments and shifts in the field. They apply current perceptions of
history to their original project, and see new motives and meanings emerge that
reinforce their argument.
More than 100,000 Ulster Presbyterians of Scottish origin migrated to the American
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colonies in the six decades prior to the American Revolution, the largest movement of
any group from the British Isles to British North America in the eighteenth century.
Drawing on a vast store of archival materials, The People with No Name is the first
book to tell this fascinating story in its full, transatlantic context. It explores how these
people--whom one visitor to their Pennsylvania enclaves referred to as ''a spurious race
of mortals known by the appellation Scotch-Irish''--drew upon both Old and New World
experiences to adapt to staggering religious, economic, and cultural change. In
remarkably crisp, lucid prose, Patrick Griffin uncovers the ways in which migrants from
Ulster--and thousands like them--forged new identities and how they conceived the
wider transatlantic community. The book moves from a vivid depiction of Ulster and its
Presbyterian community in and after the Glorious Revolution to a brilliant account of
religion and identity in early modern Ireland. Griffin then deftly weaves together religion
and economics in the origins of the transatlantic migration, and examines how this
traumatic and enlivening experience shaped patterns of settlement and adaptation in
colonial America. In the American side of his story, he breaks new critical ground for
our understanding of colonial identity formation and of the place of the frontier in a
larger empire. The People with No Name will be indispensable reading for anyone
interested in transatlantic history, American Colonial history, and the history of Irish and
British migration.
A major contribution to an understanding of Britain's past and to the shape and survival
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of Britain and its institutions in the future.
Conservatism was born as an anguished attack on democracy. So argues Don Herzog
in this arrestingly detailed exploration of England's responses to the French Revolution.
Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders ushers the reader into the politically lurid
world of Regency England. Deftly weaving social and intellectual history, Herzog brings
to life the social practices of the Enlightenment. In circulating libraries and Sunday
schools, deferential subjects developed an avid taste for reading; in coffeehouses,
alehouses, and debating societies, they boldly dared to argue about politics. Such
conservatives as Edmund Burke gaped with horror, fearing that what radicals
applauded as the rise of rationality was really popular stupidity or worse. Subjects,
insisted conservatives, ought to defer to tradition--and be comforted by illusions. Urging
that abstract political theories are manifest in everyday life, Herzog unflinchingly
explores the unsavory emotions that maintained and threatened social hierarchy.
Conservatives dished out an unrelenting diet of contempt. But Herzog refuses to
pretend that the day's radicals were saints. Radicals, he shows, invested in contempt
as enthusiastically as did conservatives. Hairdressers became newly contemptible,
even a cultural obsession. Women, workers, Jews, and blacks were all abused by their
presumed superiors. Yet some of the lowly subjects Burke had the temerity to brand a
swinish multitude fought back. How were England's humble subjects transformed into
proud citizens? And just how successful was the transformation? At once history and
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political theory, absorbing and disquieting, Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders
challenges our own commitments to and anxieties about democracy.
The United Kingdom; Great Britain; the British Isles; the Home Nations: such a wealth
of different names implies uncertainty and contention - and an ability to invent and
adjust. In a year that sees a Scottish referendum on independence, Linda Colley
analyses some of the forces that have unified Britain in the past. She examines the
mythology of Britishness, and how far - and why - it has faded. She discusses the Acts
of Union with Wales, Scotland and Ireland, and their limitations, while scrutinizing
England's own fractures. And she demonstrates how the UK has been shaped by
movement: of British people to other countries and continents, and of people, ideas and
influences arriving from elsewhere. As acts of union and disunion again become
increasingly relevant to our daily lives and politics, Colley considers how - if at all - the
pieces might be put together anew, and what this might mean. Based on a 15-part BBC
Radio 4 series.
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