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Burned At The Stake The Life And Death Of Mary
Channing
A true story of crime and punishment in eighteenth-century England, and the first trial in
recorded history to employ forensic evidence. In 1706, nineteen-year-old Mary Channing was
convicted of poisoning her husband and became the last woman to be burned at the stake in
Dorset. Despite the likely culpability of her lover, and her impressive attempts to defend
herself, the jury took only half an hour to find her guilty, having accepted the groundbreaking
toxicological evidence by prosecutors. When the day finally arrived, Mary’s execution was
made into something of a county fair, with ten thousand spectators gathering to see the young
mother consigned to the flames upon the floor of Dorchester’s ancient Roman amphitheater,
Maumbury Rings. More than three hundred years after her barbaric demise, Mary’s fate still
holds a macabre fascination, as it did then for author Thomas Hardy, for whom it became an
obsession. Hardy recorded the details of Mary’s execution in his notebooks, expressed doubt
of her guilt, and used her as the inspiration for his poem, “The Mock Wife”. Yet while Mary
Channing has been granted a kind of grim celebrity, as well as an established place in the
annals of female murderers, a measure of compelling sympathy for her case is another lasting
aspect of her legacy is this “dramatic and fascinating” chronicle of a woman accused
(Ripperologist Magazine).
"A handbook for hunting and punishing witches to assist the Inquisition and Church in
exterminating undesirables. Mostly a compilation of superstition and folklore, the book was
taken very seriously at the time it was written in the 15th century and became a kind of spiritual
law book used by judges to determine the guilt of the accused"--From publisher description.
Burning Bodies interrogates the ideas that the authors of historical and theological texts in the
medieval West associated with the burning alive of Christian heretics. Michael Barbezat traces
these instances from the eleventh century until the advent of the internal crusades of the
thirteenth century, depicting the exclusionary fires of hell and judicial execution, the purifying
fire of post-mortem purgation, and the unifying fire of God's love that medieval authors used to
describe processes of social inclusion and exclusion. Burning Bodies analyses how the
accounts of burning heretics alive referenced, affirmed, and elaborated upon wider discourses
of community and eschatology. Descriptions of burning supposed heretics alive were
profoundly related to ideas of a redemptive Christian community based upon a divine, unifying
love, and medieval understandings of what these burnings could have meant to
contemporaries cannot be fully appreciated outside of this discourse of communal love. For
them, human communities were bodies on fire. Medieval theologians and academics often
described the corporate identity of the Christian world as a body joined together by the love of
God. This love was like a fire, melting individuals together into one whole. Those who did not
spiritually burn with God's love were destined to burn literally in the fires of Hell or Purgatory,
and the fires of execution were often described as an earthly extension of these fires. Through
this analysis, Barbezat demonstrates how presentations of heresy, and to some extent actual
responses to perceived heretics, were shaped by long-standing images of biblical commentary
and exegesis. He finds that this imagery is more than a literary curiosity; it is, in fact, a
formative historical agent.
Servetus was a unique and central figure in European history. When he was burned alive in
Geneva on October 27, 1553, all unbound copies of his major work went up in smoke with him.
Today, only three surviving copies of the original publication are known. Except for a fragment
of a few pages concerning the famous discovery of the pulmonary circulation, the book was
never translated into English. The present edition is the first translation into English and
includes the first part of the original text."
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An unconventional vicar must exorcise the dark past of a remote village haunted by death and
disappearances in this explosive and unsettling thriller from the acclaimed author of The Chalk
Man. “Hypnotic and horrifying . . . Without doubt Tudor’s best yet, The Burning Girls left me
sleeping with the lights on.”—Chris Whitaker, New York Times bestselling author of We Begin
at the End A dark history lingers in Chapel Croft. Five hundred years ago, local Protestant
martyrs were betrayed—then burned. Thirty years ago, two teenage girls disappeared without a
trace. And a few weeks ago, the vicar of the local parish hanged himself in the nave of the
church. Reverend Jack Brooks, a single parent with a fourteen-year-old daughter and a heavy
conscience, arrives in the village hoping for a fresh start. Instead, Jack finds a town rife with
conspiracies and secrets, and is greeted with a strange welcome package: an exorcism kit and
a note that warns, “But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed and hidden that
will not be known.” The more Jack and daughter, Flo, explore the town and get to know its
strange denizens, the deeper they are drawn into the age-old rifts, mysteries, and suspicions.
And when Flo begins to see specters of girls ablaze, it becomes apparent there are ghosts
here that refuse to be laid to rest. Uncovering the truth can be deadly in a village with a bloody
past, where everyone has something to hide and no one trusts an outsider.
For three centuries, as the Black Death rampaged through Europe and the Reformation tore
the Church apart, tens of thousands were arrested as witches and subjected to torture and
execution, including being burned alive. This graphic novel examines the background; the
witch hunters’ methods; who profited; the brave few who protested; and how the
Enlightenment gradually replaced fear and superstition with reason and science. Famed witch
hunters Heinrich Kramer, architect of the infamous Malleus Maleficarum, and Matthew
Hopkins, England’s notorious “Witchfinder General,” are covered as are the Salem Witch
Trials and the last executions in Europe.
First published in 1938, 'Anthem' is a dystopian fiction novel by British writer Ayn Rand. It takes
place at some unspecified future date when mankind has entered another dark age.
Technological advancement is now carefully planned and the concept of individuality has been
eliminated.
When evidence of dark magic begins to appear all over Salem, Massachusetts,
Elemental Witch Hannah and her ex-girlfriend Veronica are forced to team up to
stop the deadly attacks.
"This work provides a detailed account of book burning worldwide over the past
2000 years. The book burners are identified, along with the works they
deliberately set aflame"--Provided by publisher.
This volume includes two texts: the first edition of Askew's Examinations with
Bale's Elucidation; and Foxe's edition, an uninterrupted version of her work. The
latest addition to the Women Writers in English series, this book will have strong
appeal for scholars and students of English Renaissance literature, Reformation
history, and women's history.
“A fascinating tale of witchcraft and skulduggery in darkest Yorkshire in the early
19th century. . . . An extraordinary story, brilliantly told.” —Books Monthly On the
morning of March 20, 1809, the woman who had earned herself the title of “The
Yorkshire Witch” was hanged at York’s New Drop gallows before an estimated
crowd of twenty thousand people—many of them victims of her hoaxes and
extortion. A consummate con artist, Mary Bateman was adept at identifying the
psychological weaknesses of the desperate and poor who populated the growing
industrial metropolis of Leeds. Exploiting their fears and terror of witchcraft, Mary
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was well placed to rob them of their worldly goods, yet she did much more than
cause misery and penury. Though tried and convicted of only one murder, the
contemporary belief that she was a serial killer is doubtlessly accurate. A
meticulously researched retelling of Mary Bateman’s life and death, and the
macabre legacy of her mortal remains, The Yorkshire Witch is also a “wealth of
social history . . . about the lives of servants; housing conditions . . . the rise in
religious fervour . . . the prevalence of superstitious beliefs . . . accounts of early
toxicology; how crimes were prosecuted; the treatment of female convicts; and
public executions” (Crime Review).
The long-awaited new title from Amazon bestselling author, Lucy H. Pearce,
Burning Woman is an incendiary exploration of power and the Feminine. Pearce
uncovers the archetype of the Burning Woman, fearlessly examining the roots of
Feminine power--what it is, how it has been controlled, and why it needs to be
unleashed on the world during our modern Burning Times. These burning words
were written for women who burn with passion, have been burned with shame,
and who at another time, in another place, would have been burned at the stake.
The witch: supernaturally powerful, inscrutably independent, and
now—indestructible. These moving, relatable poems encourage resilience and
embolden women to take control of their own stories. Enemies try to judge,
oppress, and marginalize her, but the witch doesn’t burn in this one.
Smithfield, settled on the fringes of Roman London, was once a place of revelry.
Jesters and crowds flocked for the medieval St Bartholomew's Day celebrations,
tournaments were plentiful and it became the location of London's most famous
meat market. Yet in Tudor England, Smithfield had another, more sinister use:
the public execution of heretics. The Burning Time is a vivid insight into an era in
which what was orthodoxy one year might be dangerous heresy the next. The
first martyrs were Catholics, who cleaved to Rome in defiance of Henry VIII's
break with the papacy. But with the accession of Henry's daughter Mary - soon to
be nicknamed 'Bloody Mary' - the charge of heresy was leveled against devout
Protestants, who chose to burn rather than recant. At the center of Virginia
Rounding's vivid account of this extraordinary period are two very different
characters. The first is Richard Rich, Thomas Cromwell's protégé, who, almost
uniquely, remained in a position of great power, influence and wealth under three
Tudor monarchs, and who helped send many devout men and women to their
deaths. The second is John Deane, Rector of St Bartholomew's, who was able,
somehow, to navigate the treacherous waters of changing dogma and help
others to survive. The Burning Time is their story, but it is also the story of the
hundreds of men and women who were put to the fire for their faith.
Giordano Bruno is one of the great figures of early modern Europe, and one of the least
understood. Ingrid D. Rowland's pathbreaking life of Bruno establishes him once and
for all as a peer of Erasmus, Shakespeare, and Galileo, a thinker whose vision of the
world prefigures ours. By the time Bruno was burned at the stake as a heretic in 1600
on Rome's Campo dei Fiori, he had taught in Naples, Rome, Venice, Geneva, France,
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England, Germany, and the "magic Prague" of Emperor Rudolph II. His powers of
memory and his provocative ideas about the infinity of the universe had attracted the
attention of the pope, Queen Elizabeth—and the Inquisition, which condemned him to
death in Rome as part of a yearlong jubilee. Writing with great verve and sympathy for
her protagonist, Rowland traces Bruno's wanderings through a sixteenth-century
Europe where every certainty of religion and philosophy had been called into question
and shows him valiantly defending his ideas (and his right to maintain them) to the very
end. An incisive, independent thinker just when natural philosophy was transformed into
modern science, he was also a writer of sublime talent. His eloquence and his courage
inspired thinkers across Europe, finding expression in the work of Shakespeare and
Galileo. Giordano Bruno allows us to encounter a legendary European figure as if for
the first time.
The women in an Arctic village must survive a sinister threat after all the men are wiped
out by a catastrophic storm in this "gripping novel inspired by a real-life witch hunt. . . .
Beautiful and chilling" (Madeline Miller, bestselling author of Circe). When the women
take over, is it sorcery or power? Finnmark, Norway, 1617. Twenty-year-old Maren
Magnusdatter stands on the craggy coast, watching the skies break into a sudden and
reckless storm. All forty of the village’s men were at sea, including Maren’s father and
brother, and all forty are drowned in the otherworldly disaster. For the women left
behind, survival means defying the strict rules of the island. They fish, hunt, and
butcher reindeer—which they never did while the men were alive. But the foundation of
this new feminine frontier begins to crack with the arrival of Absalom Cornet, a man
sent from Scotland to root out alleged witchcraft. Cornet brings with him the threat of
danger—and a pretty, young Norwegian wife named Ursa. As Maren and Ursa are
drawn to one another in ways that surprise them both, the island begins to close in on
them, with Absalom's iron rule threatening Vardø's very existence. "The Mercies has a
pull as sure as the tide. It totally swept me away to Vardø, where grief struck islanders
stand tall in the shadow of religious persecution and witch burnings. It's a beautifully
intimate story of friendship, love and hope. A haunting ode to self-reliant and quietly
defiant women." (Douglas Stuart, Booker Prize winning author of Shuggie Bain)
A fourteenth-century monk is charged with the task of determining whether a midwife
turned abbess accused of heresy by the Inquisition should be dubbed a saint or burned
at the stake.
Libraries preserve the knowledge and ideas on which rights depend; no wonder they
are so often attacked. Richard Ovenden tells the history of this deliberate destruction of
knowledge--from library burnings to digital attacks and contemporary underfunding--and
makes a passionate plea for the importance of these threatened institutions.
Burned at the StakeThe Life and Death of Mary ChanningGrub Street Publishers
No account is more critical to our understanding of Joan of Arc than the contemporary
record of her trial in 1431. Convened at Rouen and directed by bishop Pierre Cauchon,
the trial culminated in Joan's public execution for heresy. The trial record, which
sometimes preserves Joan's very words, unveils her life, character, visions, and
motives in fascinating detail. Here is one of our richest sources for the life of a medieval
woman. This new translation, the first in fifty years, is based on the full record of the trial
proceedings in Latin. Recent scholarship dates this text to the year of the trial itself,
thereby lending it a greater claim to authority than had traditionally been assumed.
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Contemporary documents copied into the trial furnish a guide to political developments
in Joan's career—from her capture to the attempts to control public opinion following her
execution. Daniel Hobbins sets the trial in its legal and historical context. In exploring
Joan's place in fifteenth-century society, he suggests that her claims to divine revelation
conformed to a recognizable profile of holy women in her culture, yet Joan broke this
mold by embracing a military lifestyle. By combining the roles of visionary and of
military leader, Joan astonished contemporaries and still fascinates us today. Obscured
by the passing of centuries and distorted by the lens of modern cinema, the story of the
historical Joan of Arc comes vividly to life once again.
A fifteenth-century Eat, Pray, Love, Revelations illuminates the intersecting lives of two
female mystics who changed history—Margery Kempe and Julian of Norwich. Bishop’s
Lynn, England, 1413. At the age of forty, Margery Kempe has nearly died giving birth to
her fourteenth child. Fearing that another pregnancy might kill her, she makes a vow of
celibacy, but she can’t trust her husband to keep his end of the bargain. Desperate for
counsel, she visits the famous anchoress Dame Julian of Norwich. Pouring out her
heart, Margery confesses that she has been haunted by visceral religious visions.
Julian then offers up a confession of her own: she has written a secret, radical book
about her own visions, Revelations of Divine Love. Nearing the end of her life and
fearing Church authorities, Julian entrusts her precious book to Margery, who sets off
the adventure of a lifetime to secretly spread Julian's words. Mary Sharratt vividly
brings the medieval past to life as Margery blazes her trail across Europe and the Near
East, finding her unique spiritual path and vocation. It's not in a cloistered cell like
Julian, but in the full bustle of worldly existence with all its wonders and perils.
The story of an African-American slave named Eve who was convicted of poisoning
and killing her master and was burned at the stake in colonial Virginia in 1746. The site
of her execution in Orange County became known as "Eve's Wail."
In 1895 twenty-six-year-old Bridget Cleary disappeared from her house in rural
Tipperary. At first, some said that the fairies had taken her into their stronghold in a
nearby hill, from where she would emerge, riding a white horse. But then her badly
burned body was found in a shallow grave. Her husband, father, aunt and four cousins
were arrested and charged, while newspapers in nearby Clonmel, and then in Dublin,
Cork, London and further afield attempted to make sense of what had happened. In this
lurid and fascinating episode, set in the last decade of the nineteenth century, we
witness the collision of town and country, of storytelling and science, of old and new.
The torture and burning of Bridget Cleary caused a sensation in 1895 which continues
to reverberate more than a hundred years later. Winner of the Irish Times Prize for Non-
Fiction
In an alternate London, England, the lives of a fifteen-year-old girl eagerly awaiting the
development of her "fae," or witch abilities, and the son of a man who sentences
witches to death by burning, intersect when the son makes a startling discovery.
The itinerant Neoplatonic scholar Giordano Bruno (1548?1600), one of the most
fascinating figures of the Renaissance, was burned at the stake for heresy by the
Inquisition in Rome on Ash Wednesday in 1600. The primary evidence against him was
the book Spaccio de la bestia trionfante, a daring indictment of the church that
abounded in references to classical Greek mythology, Egyptian religion (especially the
worship of Isis), Hermeticism, magic, and astrology. The author ofømore than sixty
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works on mathematics, science, ethics, philosophy, metaphysics, the art of memory,
and esoteric mysticism, Bruno had a profound impact on Western thought.
In 1600, the Catholic Inquisition condemned the philosopher and cosmologist Giordano
Bruno for heresy, and he was then burned alive in the Campo de’ Fiori in Rome.
Historians, scientists, and philosophical scholars have traditionally held that Bruno’s
theological beliefs led to his execution, denying any link between his study of the nature
of the universe and his trial. But in Burned Alive, Alberto A. Martínez draws on new
evidence to claim that Bruno’s cosmological beliefs—that the stars are suns surrounded
by planetary worlds like our own, and that the Earth moves because it has a soul—were
indeed the primary factor in his condemnation. Linking Bruno’s trial to later
confrontations between the Inquisition and Galileo in 1616 and 1633, Martínez shows
how some of the same Inquisitors who judged Bruno challenged Galileo. In particular,
one clergyman who authored the most critical reports used by the Inquisition to
condemn Galileo in 1633 immediately thereafter wrote an unpublished manuscript in
which he denounced Galileo and other followers of Copernicus for their beliefs about
the universe: that many worlds exist and that the Earth moves because it has a soul.
Challenging the accepted history of astronomy to reveal Bruno as a true innovator
whose contributions to the science predate those of Galileo, this book shows that is
was cosmology, not theology, that led Bruno to his death.
Acts and Monuments by John Foxe, popularly abridged as Foxe's Book of Martyrs, is a
celebrated work of church history and martyrology, first published in English in 1563 by
John Day. Published early in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I and only five years after the
death of the Roman Catholic Queen Mary I, Foxe's Acts and Monuments was an
affirmation of the Protestant Reformation in England during a period of religious conflict
between Catholics and Protestants. Foxe's account of church history asserted a
historical justification that was intended to establish the Church of England as a
continuation of the true Christian church rather than as a modern innovation, and it
contributed significantly to a nationalistic repudiation of the Roman Catholic Church.
The sequence of the work, initially in five books, covered first early Christian martyrs, a
brief history of the medieval church, including the Inquisitions, and a history of the
Wycliffite or Lollard movement. It then dealt with the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward
VI, during which the dispute with Rome had led to the separation of the English Church
from papal authority and the issuance of the Book of Common Prayer. The final book
treated the reign of Queen Mary and the Marian Persecutions. (courtesy of
wikipedia.com)
"A fantastic page-turner." —Historical Novels Review Based on a true story of the first
witchcraft trial in Ireland, The Burning Time is the riveting tale of one extraordinary
noblewoman, Lady Alyce Kyteler and her fight for a country’s soul. When the Catholic
Church brings the Inquisition to Ireland, Lady Alyce Kyteler refuses to grant them power
over her lands or her people, and refuses to stop the practice of The Old Religion.
Declared a dangerous heretic by the Pope’s emissary, Lady Alyce determines to fight
back. Against the penalty of being burned at the stake, she risks all to protect her
people, her faith, and her beloved Ireland. The Burning Time is a vivid account of an
astonishing but little-known historic figure and a gripping tale of bravery, treachery,
guile, and redemption. An award-winning poet, novelist, journalist and editor, Robin
Morgan has published over 20 books, including the now-classic anthology Sisterhood is
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Powerful. One of the founders of contemporary U.S. feminism, she has been a leader in
the international Women’s Movement for over 30 years. A 2006 Book Sense
Paperback Pick by the American Booksellers Association
In the ancient hills and misty hollows of Fayette County, Pennsylvania, generations of
locals have passed down stories of a woman with mysterious magical powers. People
came from near and far to seek healing and protection through her strange rituals.
Some even believed she could fly. Named Moll Derry and nicknamed the Witch of the
Monongahela, her legend has been documented by writers and folklorists for more than
two hundred years. She is intertwined in many regional tales, such as the Lost Children
of the Alleghenies and Polly Williams and the White Rocks. Author Thomas White
separates fact from fiction in the many versions of Moll Derry and recounts Western
Pennsylvania's folk magic history along the way.
From the author of the acclaimed She-Wolves, the complex, surprising, and engaging
story of one of the most remarkable women of the medieval world—as never told before.
Helen Castor tells afresh the gripping story of the peasant girl from Domremy who
hears voices from God, leads the French army to victory, is burned at the stake for
heresy, and eventually becomes a saint. But unlike the traditional narrative, a story
already shaped by the knowledge of what Joan would become and told in hindsight,
Castor’s Joan of Arc: A History takes us back to fifteenth century France and tells the
story forwards. Instead of an icon, she gives us a living, breathing woman confronting
the challenges of faith and doubt, a roaring girl who, in fighting the English, was also
taking sides in a bloody civil war. We meet this extraordinary girl amid the tumultuous
events of her extraordinary world where no one—not Joan herself, nor the people
around her—princes, bishops, soldiers, or peasants—knew what would happen next.
Adding complexity, depth, and fresh insight into Joan’s life, and placing her actions in
the context of the larger political and religious conflicts of fifteenth century France, Joan
of Arc: A History is history at its finest and a surprising new portrait of this remarkable
woman. Joan of Arc: A History features an 8-page color insert.
Award-winning historian Mary Beth Norton reexamines the Salem witch trials in this
startlingly original, meticulously researched, and utterly riveting study. In 1692 the
people of Massachusetts were living in fear, and not solely of satanic afflictions.
Horrifyingly violent Indian attacks had all but emptied the northern frontier of settlers,
and many traumatized refugees—including the main accusers of witches—had fled to
communities like Salem. Meanwhile the colony’s leaders, defensive about their own
failure to protect the frontier, pondered how God’s people could be suffering at the
hands of savages. Struck by the similarities between what the refugees had witnessed
and what the witchcraft “victims” described, many were quick to see a vast conspiracy
of the Devil (in league with the French and the Indians) threatening New England on all
sides. By providing this essential context to the famous events, and by casting her net
well beyond the borders of Salem itself, Norton sheds new light on one of the most
perplexing and fascinating periods in our history.
Pulitzer Prize Finalist and Anisfield-Wolf Award Winner In New York Burning, Bancroft
Prize-winning historian Jill Lepore recounts these dramatic events of 1741, when ten
fires blazed across Manhattan and panicked whites suspecting it to be the work a slave
uprising went on a rampage. In the end, thirteen black men were burned at the stake,
seventeen were hanged and more than one hundred black men and women were
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thrown into a dungeon beneath City Hall. Even back in the seventeenth century, the city
was a rich mosaic of cultures, communities and colors, with slaves making up a full one-
fifth of the population. Exploring the political and social climate of the times, Lepore
dramatically shows how, in a city rife with state intrigue and terror, the threat of black
rebellion united the white political pluralities in a frenzy of racial fear and violence.
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