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The book traces the social and political origins of economic policy in India during
its high growth phase after 1991.
In Desire and Liberation, Vaddera Chandidas creates a new metaphysical
system. He bases this new system on earlier Indian traditions of sutra literature.
The author rejects major convergences in philosophy from both India and the
West, especially on the ontological primacy of non-being that results in
permanence, which he posits as a mere project of the intellect. He is especially
opposed to the idea of permanence, which renders unreliable anything that is not
permanent but changing. Thus, desire, which is not permanent, is marginalized.
Chandidas points out that contradictoriness is the structural ‘tinge’ of reality.
Therefore, in his philosophy all that is claimed to be permanent is marginal and
derivative of the intellect. A. Raghuramaraju has curated and edited this volume,
which proposes a major breakthrough in the field of philosophical studies. The
volume reproduces not only Desire and Liberation and Kalidas Bhattacharyya’s
introduction to it, but also the letters that Bhattacharyya wrote to Chandidas, and
Chandidas’s own commentary on his text.
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This book examines the politics of social, cultural and political recognition of
caste groups in North India. It explores the factors that make some castes
politically influential, while others continue to remain socially and economically
marginalized. The author situates these groups within democracy and utilizes a
multicultural framework to understand why and when various castes have sought
to achieve recognition and redistributive justice; to what extent different castes
have been able to achieve these goals; and how civil society has engaged with
these issues. Unlike dominant discourses on caste and democracy, which give
primacy to electoral/procedural democracy over the substantive one, this book
views the relationship between castes and the state in both dimensions of
democracy. An important addition to the study of caste politics in India, the
volume will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of social exclusion,
development studies, minority studies, sociology and social policy, politics, and
South Asian studies. It will also be of importance to politicians, policy makers,
and civil society activists.
The French anthropologist rejects the ethnocentric concepts underlying Western
sociology to provide a new analysis of the roots, function, and social organization
of India's caste system
Caste is a contested terrain in India's society and polity. This book explores
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contemporary realities of caste in rural and urban India. Presenting rich empirical
findings across north India, it presents an original perspective on the reasons for
the persistence of caste in India today.
India's Power Elite is a study of the nature of power and elitism in postcolonial
India. Its point of departure is the political transition under way in twenty-firstcentury India, with the marginalization of the Congress Party and the staging of a
cultural revolution symbolized by the rise of Hindu majoritarianism. Baru
deconstructs the morphology of the Indian power elite-comprising remnants of a
feudal gentry, kulaks, a metropolitan business class, the civil services and a
cultural elite of opinion-makers. He also examines the role of caste, class and
culture in the emergence of a 'New India'. Aimed at the socially engaged reader,
this book will interest both students as well as those who wield power.
SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE The stunning Booker Prize–winning
novel from the author of Amnesty and Selection Day that critics have likened to
Richard Wright’s Native Son, The White Tiger follows a darkly comic Bangalore
driver through the poverty and corruption of modern India’s caste society. “This
is the authentic voice of the Third World, like you've never heard it before” (John
Burdett, Bangkok 8). The white tiger of this novel is Balram Halwai, a poor Indian
villager whose great ambition leads him to the zenith of Indian business culture,
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the world of the Bangalore entrepreneur. On the occasion of the president of
China’s impending trip to Bangalore, Balram writes a letter to him describing his
transformation and his experience as driver and servant to a wealthy Indian
family, which he thinks exemplifies the contradictions and complications of Indian
society. Recalling The Death of Vishnu and Bangkok 8 in ambition, scope, The
White Tiger is narrative genius with a mischief and personality all its own.
Amoral, irreverent, deeply endearing, and utterly contemporary, this novel is an
international publishing sensation—and a startling, provocative debut.
A comprehensive analysis of stratification in rural Sri Lanka, taking into account
the hierarchies of class, status and power.
Excerpt from Caste, Class, and Race: A Study in Social Dynamics Religion and
caste The Meaning of Hinduism Hinduism as a Religion Mysticism, an
Indispensable Factor Karma and Caste. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or
missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast
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majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
In Caste, Class and Power, André Béteille recounts the gradual transformation of
a social system that, till the end of the nineteenth century, was structured
primarily on distinctions of caste—between the Brahmins, the middle-level nonBrahmins and the Adi-Dravidas. Based on extensive field study carried out in a
South Indian village, the book presents the different ways of studying the themes
of caste and class.
The Tamil Brahmans were a traditional, mainly rural, high-caste elite who have
been transformed into a modern, urban, middle-class community since the late
nineteenth century. Many Tamil Brahmans today are in professional and
managerial occupations, such as engineering and information technology; most
of them live in Chennai and other Tamilnadu towns, but others have migrated to
the rest of India and overseas. This book, which is mainly based on the authors
ethnographic research, describes and analyses this transformation. It is also a
study of how and why the Tamil Brahmans privileged status within a hierarchical
society has been perpetuated in the face of both a strong anti-Brahman
movement in Tamilnadu, and a series of wider social, cultural, economic,
political, and ideological changes that might have been expected to undermine
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their position completely. The major topics discussed include Brahman rural
society, urban migration and urban ways of life, education and employment, the
position of women, and religion and culture. The Tamil Brahmans class position,
including the internal division into the upper- and lower-middle classes, and the
process of class reproduction, are examined closely to analyze the congruence
between Tamil Brahmanhood and middle classness, which as comparison with
other Brahman and non-Brahman groups shows is highly unusual in
contemporary India."
Why has India's astonishing economic growth not reached the people at the
bottom of its social and economic hierarchy? Travelling the length and breadth of
the subcontinent, this book shows how India's 'untouchables' and 'tribals' fit into
the global economy.India's Dalit and Adivasi communities make up a staggering
one in twenty-five people across the globe and yet they remain amongst the most
oppressed. Conceived in dialogue with economists, Ground Down by Growth
reveals the impact of global capitalism on their lives. It shows how capitalism
entrenches, rather than erases, social difference and has transformed traditional
forms of identity-based discrimination into new mechanisms of exploitation and
oppression.Through studies of the working poor, migrant labour and the
conjugated oppression of caste, tribe, region, gender and class relations, the
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social inequalities generated by capitalism are exposed.
Active at the time when the social sciences were founded, Max Weber's social theory
contributed significantly to a wide range of fields and disciplines. Considering his
prominence, it makes sense to take stock of the Weberian heritage and to explore the
ways in which Weber's work and ideas have contributed to our understanding of the
modern world. Using his work as a point of departure, The Oxford Handbook of Max
Weber investigates the Weberian legacy today, identifying the enduring problems and
themes associated with his thought that have contemporary significance: the nature of
modern capitalism, neo-liberal global economic policy, nationalism, religion and
secularization, threats to legality, the culture of modernity, bureaucratic rule and
leadership, politics and ethics, the value of science, power and inequality. These
problems are global in scope, and the Weberian approach has been used to address
them in very different societies. Thus, the Handbook also features chapters on Europe,
Turkey, Islam, Judaism, China, India, and international politics. The Handbook
emphasizes the use and application of Weber's ideas. It offers a journey through the
intellectual terrain that scholars continue to explore using the tools and perspectives of
Weberian analysis. The essays explore how Weber's concepts, hypotheses, and
perspectives have been applied in practice, and how they can be applied in the future in
social inquiry, not only in Europe and North America, but globally. The volume is
divided into six parts exploring, in turn: Capitalism in a Globalized World, Society and
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Social Structure, Politics and the State, Religion, Culture, and Science and Knowledge.
This Omnibus brings together the seminal writings of one of the country's most
distinguished sociologists, Andre Beteille. It consists of three well-known books by
Professor Beteille and a new Introduction written especially for this Omnibus. (I) Caste,
Class and Power: Changing Patterns of Stratification in a Tanjore Village, 2/e(OUP,
1996): First published in 1965, this is a classic text in Indian sociology. A study of the
changing patterns of stratification in a South Indian village, it documents the gradual
transformation of the village social system hitherto structured primarily around caste
distinctions. (II) The Idea of Natural Inequality and Other Essays, 2/e (OUP, 1987): The
essays in this volume examine various aspects of inequality in a comparative
perspective with special reference to contemporary India. They deal with the different
forms and dimensions of inequality as well as with alternative conceptions of equality.
(III) Equality and Universality: Essays in Social and Political Theory (OUP, 2003): This
collection of essays illuminates the Indian experience in equality. It addresses issues of
both social theory and social policy. It looks at the contradictions between the idea of
equality and the practice of inequality, caste hierarchies, and making basic rights
available to all irrespective of individual merit and need.
Contemporary India’s political landscape is characterized by a great deal of social
upheaval. This is the result of growing democratic consciousness which is increasingly
conflicting with the forces of domination, authoritarianism and hegemony. Against this
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backdrop, this volume provides an understanding of these forces in both historical and
analytical terms. In particular, the seminal essays gathered here explore the
specificities of the crucial social categories of class, caste and gender, while
simultaneously drawing attention to the arenas in which they intersect.
The Capability Approach founded by Armatya Sen and Martha Nussbaum offers a
justicebased analytical framework for human development. The contributions to the
present volume show how the Capability Approach can be applied productively in
empirical analyses of the life situations of young people and the educationalinstitutions
they attend in different parts of the world including Serbia, Kosovo, Kenya, India,
Greece, and Germany. Moreover, the volume helps to extend the Capability Approach
by relating it to different theoretical and methodological approaches such as the
capability concept of Paul Ricoeur, critical materialism, critical discourse analysis, and
biographical research. Thus, the volume delivers comprehensive insights into the social
(in) justices to be found not only on the level of individual life paths but also in
institutions and in educational policy while showing innovative ways of applying the
Capability Approach in the social sciences.
Caste, Communication and Power explores communication and the constitution of
caste in Indian society. Intimately connected, both communication and caste are
determined by historical developments. The book looks at communication as a lens to
study caste and power relations, with its immense potential to shape perception and
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affect ground reality. It also studies the evolution of the conceptual and theoretical
foundations of caste and power relations, and maps their emergence from
communicative resources and practices. These communication practices are inevitably
linked to the social structure, with their reliance on symbolic forms of self-expression,
often revealing the underlying ideological attitudes. The book studies this interface of
culture and media, evaluating the caste question and the associated power relations in
terms of modes of communication practised in the society.
Caste, Class, and PowerChanging Patterns of Stratification in a Tanjore VillageUniv of
California Press

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK •
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD LONGLIST • “An instant American classic and
almost certainly the keynote nonfiction book of the American century thus
far.”—Dwight Garner, The New York Times The Pulitzer Prize–winning,
bestselling author of The Warmth of Other Suns examines the unspoken caste
system that has shaped America and shows how our lives today are still defined
by a hierarchy of human divisions. NAMED THE #1 NONFICTION BOOK OF
THE YEAR BY TIME, ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
People • The Washington Post • Publishers Weekly AND ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book Review • O: The Oprah
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Magazine • NPR • Bloomberg • Christian Science Monitor • New York Post •
The New York Public Library • Fortune • Smithsonian Magazine • Marie Claire •
Town & Country • Slate • Library Journal • Kirkus Reviews • LibraryReads •
PopMatters Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize • National Book Critics
Circle Award Finalist • Dayton Literary Peace Prize Finalist • PEN/John Kenneth
Galbraith Award for Nonfiction Finalist • PEN/Jean Stein Book Award Longlist
“As we go about our daily lives, caste is the wordless usher in a darkened
theater, flashlight cast down in the aisles, guiding us to our assigned seats for a
performance. The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or morality. It is about
power—which groups have it and which do not.” In this brilliant book, Isabel
Wilkerson gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as
she explores, through an immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories
about real people, how America today and throughout its history has been
shaped by a hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. Beyond
race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that influences
people’s lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste systems of
America, India, and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie
caste systems across civilizations, including divine will, bloodlines, stigma, and
more. Using riveting stories about people—including Martin Luther King, Jr.,
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baseball’s Satchel Paige, a single father and his toddler son, Wilkerson herself,
and many others—she shows the ways that the insidious undertow of caste is
experienced every day. She documents how the Nazis studied the racial systems
in America to plan their out-cast of the Jews; she discusses why the cruel logic of
caste requires that there be a bottom rung for those in the middle to measure
themselves against; she writes about the surprising health costs of caste, in
depression and life expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on our culture
and politics. Finally, she points forward to ways America can move beyond the
artificial and destructive separations of human divisions, toward hope in our
common humanity. Beautifully written, original, and revealing, Caste: The Origins
of Our Discontents is an eye-opening story of people and history, and a
reexamination of what lies under the surface of ordinary lives and of American life
today.
With reference to India.
It is widely believed that, because of its exceptional social development, the
caste system in colonial Bengal differed considerably from the rest of India.
Through a study of the complex interplay between caste, culture and power, this
book convincingly demonstrates that Bengali Hindu society preserved the
essentials of caste discrimination in colonial times, even while giving the outward
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appearance of having changed. Using empirical data combined with an
impressive array of secondary sources, Dr Bandyopadhyay delineates the
manner in which Hindu caste society maintained its cultural hegemony and
structural cohesion. This was primarily achieved by frustrating reformist
endeavours, by co-opting the challenges of the dalit, and by marginalising
dissidence. It was through such a process of constant negotiation in the realm of
popular culture, argues the author, that this oppressive social structure and its
hierarchical ideology and values have survived. Starting with an examination of
the relationship between caste and power, the book examines early cultural
encounters between `high' Brahmanical tradition and the more egalitarian
`popular' religious cults of the lower castes. It moves on to take a close look at
the relationship between caste and gender showing the reasons why the reform
movement for widow remarriage failed. It ends with an examination of the Hindu
`partition' campaign, which appropriated dalit autonomous politics and made
Hinduism the foundation of an emergent Indian national identity. Sekhar
Bandyopadhyay breaks with many of the assumptions of two important schools
of thought - the Dumontian and the subaltern - and takes instead a more
nuanced approach to show how high caste hegemony has been able to
perpetuate itself. He thus takes up issues which go to the heart of contemporary
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problems in India's social and political fabric. This important and original
contribution will be widely welcomed by historians, sociologists and political
scientists.
Presents an epic history that covers the period from the end of World War I
through the 1970s, chronicling the decades-long migration of African Americans
from the South to the North and West through the stories of three individuals and
their families.
One of the most powerful statements ever written on the subject of caste in India.
This collection of essays, the third after Antinomies and Sociology, reflects
Bï¿½teille's thinking on the large inequalities that exist in democratic societies.
The essays examine the different forms of inequality and also the limits to the
persuit of equality. While the focus is primarily on India, a general and
comparative method for discussion is also adopted. The essays draw from the
author's substantial work on class, status and caste as also on those concerning
justice and equality.
This volume investigates how four socially constructed identities (race, gender, class
and caste) can be rethought as matrices designed to accumulate various kinds of socioeconomic values and to translate and transfer these values from one group to another.
Essays in the anthology also attempt to compare the mechanisms deployed by various
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groups to consolidate identificatory investments. Drawn mainly for the fields of literary
and cultural studies, the essays are grouped in four categories. Essays collected under
‘Theoretical Approaches’ scrutinize the relative value of various approaches; those
collected under ‘Considerations of Race, Gender, and Sexual Orientation’ examine
the interaction between these three categories in formation of identities; those grouped
under ‘Comparative Analysis of African-American and Dalit Writing’ provide
comparative analyses of the literary productions of these two oppressed groups; and,
finally, those under ‘The Persistence of Racialized Perceptions’ focus on the role of
ideologically inflected perception of European colonizers and the persistence of such
perception in the categorization and treatment of colonial migrants to the metropolis.
In this explosive book, Suraj Yengde, a first-generation Dalit scholar educated across
continents, challenges deep-seated beliefs about caste and unpacks its many layers.
He describes his gut-wrenching experiences of growing up in a Dalit basti, the multiple
humiliations suffered by Dalits on a daily basis, and their incredible resilience enabled
by love and humour. As he brings to light the immovable glass ceiling that exists for
Dalits even in politics, bureaucracy and judiciary, Yengde provides an unflinchingly
honest account of divisions within the Dalit community itself-from their internal caste
divisions to the conduct of elite Dalits and their tokenized forms of modern-day
untouchability-all operating under the inescapable influences of Brahminical doctrines.
This path-breaking book reveals how caste crushes human creativity and is disturbingly
Page 15/17

Download Free Caste Class And Power Changing Patterns Of Stratification
In A Tanjore Village
similar to other forms of oppression, such as race, class and gender. At once a
reflection on inequality and a call to arms, Caste Matters argues that until Dalits lay
claim to power and Brahmins join hands against Brahminism to effect real
transformation, caste will continue to matter.
Joanna Liddle and Rama Joshi explore the connection in India between gender and
caste, and gender and class. They ask whether the subordination of women has
diminished as India moves from a caste to a class structure, and what effect
colonization had on the status of women in India. Focusing on educated, professional
women, the authors look at the particular experiences of 120 women they interviewed,
and also interpret the larger patterns of social relations that emerge from the interviews.
These sensitive stories are told with an eloquence that is often moving and inspiring.
For thousands of years Indian women have had a cultural tradition of resisting male
domination. At the same time, the control of female sexuality has always been central
to social hierarchies in India. Women are constrained in both class and caste
hierarchies, to help distinguish the men at the top of the hierarchy from men at the
bottom, where women are less constrained. In class society the seclusion of women
allowed men to have sexual control over women and to retain the property that was
transferred in marriage. In contemporary India, professional women have had success
entering the professions as the social groups to which they belong move increasingly to
class rather than caste structures. But men continue to control the type of education
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they receive and the type of employment open to them, and to participate in the sexual
harassment of women in the workplace. The concept that women are inferior to men--a
concept that is not part of the Indian cultural heritage--is growing. In a sense, working
professional women strengthen male control. The class structure is no more egalitarian
than the caste structure, as oppression simply takes other forms. College.
This Volume Is A Compilation Of A Series Of Lectures Delivered By The Eminent
Social Anthropologist M. N. Srinivas. These Lectures Have Been Widely Acclaimed And
Have Since Been Recommended Or Prescribed As A Text For Students Of Sociology,
Anthropology And Indian Studies. The Book Remains The Classic Of Social
Anthropology As It Was Hailed, When First Published.
Study of Thanjavur District.
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