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Published by OpenStax College, U.S. History covers the breadth of the chronological history of the United States and
also provides the necessary depth to ensure the course is manageable for instructors and students alike. U.S. History is
designed to meet the scope and sequence requirements of most courses. The authors introduce key forces and major
developments that together form the American experience, with particular attention paid to considering issues of race,
class and gender. The text provides a balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events and ideas that
have shaped the United States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness
accounts, lived experience).
"The book is an excellent addition to the scholarly literature on subnational movements, both past and present, offering a
range of insights to policymakers across the globe."—Ayesha Jalal, author of The Struggle for Pakistan "With judicious
use of empirical evidence and rich case studies, Ahsan I. Butt makes a compelling case that states’ responses to
secessionist movements turn to a considerable degree on their external security environments."—S. Paul Kapur, author of
Jihad as Grand Strategy In Secession and Security, Ahsan I. Butt argues that states, rather than separatists, determine
whether a secessionist struggle will be peaceful, violent, or genocidal. He investigates the strategies, ranging from
negotiated concessions to large-scale repression, adopted by states in response to separatist movements. Variations in
the external security environment, Butt argues, influenced the leaders of the Ottoman Empire to use peaceful
concessions against Armenians in 1908 but escalated to genocide against the same community in 1915; caused Israel to
reject a Palestinian state in the 1990s; and shaped peaceful splits in Czechoslovakia in 1993 and the Norway-Sweden
union in 1905. Using more than one hundred interviews and extensive archival data, Butt focuses on two main
cases—Pakistani reactions to Bengali and Baloch demands for independence in the 1970s and India’s responses to
secessionist movements in Kashmir, Punjab, and Assam in the 1980s and 1990s. Butt’s deep historical approach to his
subject will appeal to policymakers and observers interested in the last five decades of geopolitics in South Asia, the
contemporary Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and ethno-national conflict, separatism, and nationalism more generally.
Experience the Civil War from President Abraham Lincoln's perspective. Learn about the challenges he faced, how he
responded to difficult issues, and how he shaped the country during this pressing time in office.
Themes of the American Civil War offers a timely and useful guide to this vast topic for a new generation of students. The
volume provides a broad-ranging assessment of the causes, complexities, and consequences of America’s most
destructive conflict to date. The essays, written by top scholars in the field, and reworked for this new edition, explore
how, and in what ways, differing interpretations of the war have arisen, and explains clearly why the American Civil War
remains a subject of enduring interest. It includes chapters covering four broad areas, including The Political Front, The
Military Front, The Race Front, and The Ideological Front. Additions to the second edition include a new introduction –
added to the current introduction by James McPherson – a chapter on gender, as well as information on the
remembrance of the war (historical memory). The addition of several maps, a timeline, and an appendix listing further
reading, battlefield statistics, and battle/regiment/general names focuses the book squarely at undergraduates in both the
US and abroad.
It is the best known book about American slavery, and was so incendiary upon its first publication in 1852 that it actually
ignited the social flames that led to Civil War less than a decade later. What began as a series of sketches for the
Cincinnati abolitionist newspaper The National Era scandalized the North, was banned in the South, and ultimately
became the bestselling novel of the 19th century. Today, controversy over this melodramatic tale of the dignified slave
Tom, the brutal plantation owner Simon Legree, and Stowe's other vividly drawn characters continues, as modern
scholars debate the work's newly appreciated feminist undertones and others decry it as the source of enduring
stereotypes about African Americans. As one of the most influential books in U.S. history, it deserves to be read by all
students of literature and of the American story. American abolitionist and author HARRIET BEECHER STOWE
(1811-1896) was born in Connecticut, daughter of a Congregationalist minister and sister to abolitionist theologian Henry
Ward Beecher. She wrote more than two dozen books, both fiction and nonfiction.
American Civil Wars takes readers beyond the battlefields and sectional divides of the U.S. Civil War to view the conflict
from outside the national arena of the United States. Contributors position the American conflict squarely in the context of
a wider transnational crisis across the Atlantic world, marked by a multitude of civil wars, European invasions and
occupations, revolutionary independence movements, and slave uprisings—all taking place in the tumultuous decade of
the 1860s. The multiple conflicts described in these essays illustrate how the United States' sectional strife was caught
up in a larger, complex struggle in which nations and empires on both sides of the Atlantic vied for the control of the
future. These struggles were all part of a vast web, connecting not just Washington and Richmond but also Mexico City,
Havana, Santo Domingo, and Rio de Janeiro and--on the other side of the Atlantic--London, Paris, Madrid, and Rome.
This volume breaks new ground by charting a hemispheric upheaval and expanding Civil War scholarship into the realms
of transnational and imperial history. American Civil Wars creates new connections between the uprisings and civil wars
in and outside of American borders and places the United States within a global context of other nations. Contributors:
Matt D. Childs, University of South Carolina Anne Eller, Yale University Richard Huzzey, University of Liverpool Howard
Jones, University of Alabama Patrick J. Kelly, University of Texas at San Antonio Rafael de Bivar Marquese, University of
Sao Paulo Erika Pani, College of Mexico Hilda Sabato, University of Buenos Aires Steve Sainlaude, University of Paris IV
Sorbonne Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, Tufts University Jay Sexton, University of Oxford
David French warns of the potential dangers to the country—and the world—if we don’t summon the courage to reconcile
our political differences. Two decades into the 21st Century, the U.S. is less united than at any time in our history since
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the Civil War. We are more diverse in our beliefs and culture than ever before. But red and blue states, secular and
religious groups, liberal and conservative idealists, and Republican and Democratic representatives all have one thing in
common: each believes their distinct cultures and liberties are being threatened by an escalating violent opposition. This
polarized tribalism, espoused by the loudest, angriest fringe extremists on both the left and the right, dismisses dialogue
as appeasement; if left unchecked, it could very well lead to secession. An engaging mix of cutting edge research and
fair-minded analysis, Divided We Fall is an unblinking look at the true dimensions and dangers of this widening
ideological gap, and what could happen if we don't take steps toward bridging it. French reveals chilling, plausible
scenarios of how the United States could fracture into regions that will not only weaken the country but destabilize the
world. But our future is not written in stone. By implementing James Madison’s vision of pluralism—that all people have
the right to form communities representing their personal values—we can prevent oppressive factions from seizing
absolute power and instead maintain everyone’s beliefs and identities across all fifty states. Reestablishing national unity
will require the bravery to commit ourselves to embracing qualities of kindness, decency, and grace towards those we
disagree with ideologically. French calls on all of us to demonstrate true tolerance so we can heal the American divide. If
we want to remain united, we must learn to stand together again.
Based on years of exhaustive and meticulous research, David C. Keehn's study provides the first comprehensive analysis of the
Knights of the Golden Circle, a secret southern society that initially sought to establish a slave-holding empire in the "Golden
Circle" region of Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central America. Keehn reveals the origins, rituals, structure, and complex history of
this mysterious group, including its later involvement in the secession movement. Members supported southern governors in
precipitating disunion, filled the ranks of the nascent Confederate Army, and organized rearguard actions during the Civil War. The
Knights of the Golden Circle emerged around 1858 when a secret society formed by a Cincinnati businessman merged with the
pro-expansionist Order of the Lone Star, which already had 15,000 members. The following year, the Knights began publishing
their own newspaper and established their headquarters in Washington, D. C. In 1860, during their first attempt to create the
Golden Circle, several thousand Knights assembled in southern Texas to "colonize" northern Mexico. Due to insufficient resources
and organizational shortfalls, however, that filibuster failed. Later, the Knights shifted their focus and began pushing for disunion,
spearheading pro-secession rallies, and intimidating Unionists in the South. They appointed regional military commanders from the
ranks of the South's major political and military figures, including men such as Elkanah Greer of Texas, Paul J. Semmes of
Georgia, Robert C. Tyler of Maryland, and Virginius D. Groner of Virginia. Followers also established allies with the South's rabidly
pro-secession "fire-eaters," which included individuals such as Barnwell Rhett, Louis Wigfall, Henry Wise, and William Yancey.
According to Keehn, the Knights likely carried out a variety of other clandestine actions before the Civil War, including attempts by
insurgents to take over federal forts in Virginia and North Carolina, the activation of pro-southern militia around Washington, D. C.
and a planned assassination of Abraham Lincoln as he passed through Baltimore in early 1861 on the way to his inauguration.
Once the fighting began, the Knights helped build the emerging Confederate Army and assisted with the pro-Confederate
Copperhead movement in northern states. With the war all but lost, various Knights supported one of their members, John Wilkes
Booth, in his plot to abduct and assassinate President Lincoln. Keehn's fast-paced, engaging narrative demonstrates that the
Knights proved more substantial than historians have traditionally assumed and provides a new perspective on southern
secession and the outbreak of the Civil War.
An award-winning scholar uncovers the guiding principles of Lincoln’s antislavery strategies. The long and turning path to the
abolition of American slavery has often been attributed to the equivocations and inconsistencies of antislavery leaders, including
Lincoln himself. But James Oakes’s brilliant history of Lincoln’s antislavery strategies reveals a striking consistency and
commitment extending over many years. The linchpin of antislavery for Lincoln was the Constitution of the United States. Lincoln
adopted the antislavery view that the Constitution made freedom the rule in the United States, slavery the exception. Where
federal power prevailed, so did freedom. Where state power prevailed, that state determined the status of slavery, and the federal
government could not interfere. It would take state action to achieve the final abolition of American slavery. With this
understanding, Lincoln and his antislavery allies used every tool available to undermine the institution. Wherever the Constitution
empowered direct federal action—in the western territories, in the District of Columbia, over the slave trade—they intervened. As a
congressman in 1849 Lincoln sponsored a bill to abolish slavery in Washington, DC. He reentered politics in 1854 to oppose what
he considered the unconstitutional opening of the territories to slavery by the Kansas–Nebraska Act. He attempted to persuade
states to abolish slavery by supporting gradual abolition with compensation for slaveholders and the colonization of free Blacks
abroad. President Lincoln took full advantage of the antislavery options opened by the Civil War. Enslaved people who escaped to
Union lines were declared free. The Emancipation Proclamation, a military order of the president, undermined slavery across the
South. It led to abolition by six slave states, which then joined the coalition to affect what Lincoln called the "King’s cure": state
ratification of the constitutional amendment that in 1865 finally abolished slavery.
New York Times Bestseller In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, award-winning historian and New
Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided nation, an urgently needed reckoning with
the beauty and tragedy of American history. Written in elegiac prose, Lepore’s groundbreaking investigation places truth itself—a
devotion to facts, proof, and evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The American experiment rests on three ideas—"these
truths," Jefferson called them—political equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. And it rests, too, on a fearless
dedication to inquiry, Lepore argues, because self-government depends on it. But has the nation, and democracy itself, delivered
on that promise? These Truths tells this uniquely American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the course of events over
more than five centuries has proven the nation’s truths, or belied them. To answer that question, Lepore traces the intertwined
histories of American politics, law, journalism, and technology, from the colonial town meeting to the nineteenth-century party
machine, from talk radio to twenty-first-century Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the Patriot Act, from the printing press to
Facebook News. Along the way, Lepore’s sovereign chronicle is filled with arresting sketches of both well-known and lesserknown Americans, from a parade of presidents and a rogues’ gallery of political mischief makers to the intrepid leaders of protest
movements, including Frederick Douglass, the famed abolitionist orator; William Jennings Bryan, the three-time presidential
candidate and ultimately tragic populist; Pauli Murray, the visionary civil rights strategist; and Phyllis Schlafly, the uncredited
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architect of modern conservatism. Americans are descended from slaves and slave owners, from conquerors and the conquered,
from immigrants and from people who have fought to end immigration. "A nation born in contradiction will fight forever over the
meaning of its history," Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past is part of the work of citizenship. "The past
is an inheritance, a gift and a burden," These Truths observes. "It can’t be shirked. There’s nothing for it but to get to know it."
In the nineteenth century, Texas’s advancing western frontier was the site of one of America’s longest conflicts between white
settlers and native peoples. The Texas Hill Country functioned as a kind of borderland within the larger borderland of Texas itself,
a vast and fluid area where, during the Civil War, the slaveholding South and the nominally free-labor West collided. As in many
borderlands, Nicholas Roland argues, the Hill Country was marked by violence, as one set of peoples, states, and systems
eventually displaced others. In this painstakingly researched book, Roland analyzes patterns of violence in the Texas Hill Country
to examine the cultural and political priorities of white settlers and their interaction with the century-defining process of national
integration and state-building in the Civil War era. He traces the role of violence in the region from the eve of the Civil War, through
secession and the Indian wars, and into Reconstruction. Revealing a bitter history of warfare, criminality, divided communities,
political violence, vengeance killings, and economic struggle, Roland positions the Texas Hill Country as emblematic of the
Southwest of its time.
A Companion to the Civil War and Reconstruction addresses the key topics and themes of the Civil War era, with 23 original
essays by top scholars in the field. An authoritative volume that surveys the history and historiography of the U.S. Civil War and
Reconstruction Analyzes the major sources and the most influential books and articles in the field Includes discussions on
scholarly advances in U.S. Civil War history.
Describes the author's road trip investigation into the cultural divide of the United States during which he met possum-hunting
conservatives and prayer warriors before concluding that both sides might benefit if the South seceded.
The Address was delivered at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on the afternoon of
Thursday, November 19, 1863, during the American Civil War, four and a half months after the Union armies defeated those of the
Confederacy at the decisive Battle of Gettysburg. In just over two minutes, Lincoln invoked the principles of human equality
espoused by the Declaration of Independence and redefined the Civil War as a struggle not merely for the Union, but as "a new
birth of freedom" that would bring true equality to all of its citizens, and that would also create a unified nation in which states'
rights were no longer dominant. Throughout history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see
ourselves - and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged, provoked
and comforted. They have enriched lives - and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers,
radicals and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
When Abraham Lincoln's election in 1860 prompted several Southern states to secede, the North was sharply divided over how to
respond. In this groundbreaking and highly praised book, McClintock follows the decision-making process from bitter partisan
rancor to consensus. From small towns to big cities and from state capitals to Washington, D.C., McClintock highlights individuals
both powerful and obscure to demonstrate the ways ordinary citizens, party activists, state officials, and national leaders interacted
to influence the Northern response to what was essentially a political crisis. He argues that although Northerners' reactions to
Southern secession were understood and expressed through partisan newspapers and officials, the decision fell into the hands of
an ever-smaller group of people until finally it was Lincoln alone who would choose whether the future of the American republic
was to be determined through peace or by sword.
“West Virginia was the child of the storm,” concluded early Mountaineer historian and Civil War veteran, Maj. Theodore F. Lang.
The northwestern third of the Commonwealth of Virginia finally broke away in 1863 to form the Union’s 35th state. In Seceding
from Secession: The Civil War, Politics, and the Creation of West Virginia, authors Eric J. Wittenberg, Edmund A. Sargus, and
Penny L. Barrick chronicle those events in an unprecedented study of the social, legal, military, and political factors that converged
to bring about the birth of the West Virginia. President Abraham Lincoln, an astute lawyer in his own right, played a critical role in
birthing the new state. The constitutionality of the mechanism by which the new state would be created concerned the president,
and he polled every member of his entire cabinet before signing the bill. Seceding from Secession includes a detailed discussion
of the 1871 U.S. Supreme Court decision Virginia v. West Virginia, in which former Lincoln cabinet member Salmon Chase
presided as chief justice over the court that decided the constitutionality of the momentous event. Seceding from Secession is
grounded in a wide variety of sources and persuasively presented. Add in a brilliant Foreword by Frank J. Williams, former Chief
Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court and Chairman Emeritus of the Lincoln Forum, and it is an indispensable source for
everyone interested in understanding the convergence of military, political, social, and legal events that brought about the birth of
the state of West Virginia.
In a forceful but humane narrative, former soldier and head of the West Point history department Ty Seidule's Robert E. Lee and
Me challenges the myths and lies of the Confederate legacy—and explores why some of this country’s oldest wounds have never
healed. Ty Seidule grew up revering Robert E. Lee. From his southern childhood to his service in the U.S. Army, every part of his
life reinforced the Lost Cause myth: that Lee was the greatest man who ever lived, and that the Confederates were underdogs
who lost the Civil War with honor. Now, as a retired brigadier general and Professor Emeritus of History at West Point, his view
has radically changed. From a soldier, a scholar, and a southerner, Ty Seidule believes that American history demands a
reckoning. In a unique blend of history and reflection, Seidule deconstructs the truth about the Confederacy—that its undisputed
primary goal was the subjugation and enslavement of Black Americans—and directly challenges the idea of honoring those who
labored to preserve that system and committed treason in their failed attempt to achieve it. Through the arc of Seidule’s own life,
as well as the culture that formed him, he seeks a path to understanding why the facts of the Civil War have remained buried
beneath layers of myth and even outright lies—and how they embody a cultural gulf that separates millions of Americans to this
day. Part history lecture, part meditation on the Civil War and its fallout, and part memoir, Robert E. Lee and Me challenges the
deeply-held legends and myths of the Confederacy—and provides a surprising interpretation of essential truths that our country still
has a difficult time articulating and accepting.
David M. Potter's Pulitzer Prize-winning The Impending Crisis is the definitive history of antebellum America. Potter's sweeping
epic masterfully charts the chaotic forces that climaxed with the outbreak of the Civil War: westward expansion, the divisive issue
of slavery, the Dred Scott decision, John Brown's uprising, the ascension of Abraham Lincoln, and the drama of Southern
succession. Now available in a new edition, The Impending Crisis remains one of the most celebrated works of American historical
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writing.
This book focuses on the post-Civil War treason prosecution of Confederate President Jefferson Davis, which was seen as a test
case on the major question that animated the Civil War: the constitutionality of secession. The case never went to trial because it
threatened to undercut the meaning and significance of Union victory. Cynthia Nicoletti describes the interactions of the lawyers
who worked on both sides of the Davis case - who saw its potential to disrupt the verdict of the battlefield against secession. In the
aftermath of the Civil War, Americans engaged in a wide-ranging debate over the legitimacy and effectiveness of war as a method
of legal adjudication. Instead of risking the 'wrong' outcome in the highly volatile Davis case, the Supreme Court took the
opportunity to pronounce secession unconstitutional in Texas v. White (1869).
The true story of a great American and influential general from the Civil War First published in 1886, this remarkable story of
General George B. McClellan was posthumously published by his wife, Ellen M. McClellan. The original full title is McClellan's Own
Story: The War for the Union - The Soldiers Who Fought It - The Civilians Who Directed It - And His Relationship To It And To
Them. This spectacular reprint includes the biographical sketch of George McClellan by W.C. Prime, LL.D., and numerous digitally
remastered illustrations from a pristine source. Historians and Civil War enthusiasts will enjoy this candid autobiography that tells
McClellan's Civil War story from his point of view and includes numerous private letters and communications about battles, fellow
generals, and President Abraham Lincoln. Remastered with the original period font and a new cover design fit for display in the
finest reading rooms. Born in Philadelphia and destined to become the governor of New Jersey, George B. McClellan is known as
one of the most significant Union generals early in the American Civil War. He played an important role in raising the Army of the
Potomac and served as general in chief of the Union army for a brief period. He was removed from command in 1862 and went on
to a successful career in politics and writing. Table of Contents: Chapter 1: Causes of the war, principles of The Union, states
rights and secession Chapter 2: Beginning of the war in the West, apathy at Washington, McClellan called to Washington Chapter
3: Private letters from General McClellan to his wife, June 21 to July 21, 1861 Chapter 4: Arrival at Washington, Reception by
General Scott and the President, state of the army Chapter 5: Private letters from July 27 to September 30, 1861 Chapter 6: The
defense of Washington, growth of an army, memorandum to the President Chapter 7: Details of the creation of The Army of the
Potomac Chapter 8: Various generals, scenes in his command Chapter 9: Conspiracy of the politicians, interview at the
President's office, the President's military orders Chapter 10: Private letters, Oct. 1, 1896 to March 12, 1892 Chapter 11: Events in
and around Washington, Ball's Bluff, Harper's Ferry Chapter 12: McClellan succeeds Scott in command of all the armies, Halleck
and Grant Chapter 13: Evacuation of Manassas, McClellan removed from chief command, plan of advance on Richmond Chapter
14: Letters and despatches relating to subjects treated in the foregoing and following chapters Chapter 15: The Peninsular
campaign, landing at Fortress Monroe Chapter 16: Effects of reduction of the army, siege of Yorktown Chapter 17: Letters and
despatches Chapter 18: Private letters April 1 to May 5, 1862 Chapter 19: Confederate retreat, pursuit towards Williamsburg
Chapter 20: Advance from Williamsburg, plan of the campaign, movements on this line Chapter 21: Private letters May 6 to May
18, 1861 Chapter 22: White House, bridges, neglect at Washington, McDowell's retention useless Chapter 23: Operations on the
Chickahominy, Battle of Fair Oaks Chapter 24: Private letters May 20 to June 26, 1862 Chapter 25: Beginnings of the Seven Days,
Battle of Gaines's Mill Chapter 26: Seven Days' battles, Savage's Station, Malvern Hill Chapter 27: Private letters June 26 to
August 23, 1862 Chapter 28: Letters to General Halleck and General Burnside, Secretary Stanton And more...
Between Integration and Secession asks whether Muslim minorities can co-exist with the majority and other cultures within nonMuslim states. Moshe Yegar's excellent new work examines the radicalization of Muslim communities during the nationalist fervor
that swept southeast Asia in the aftermath of World War II. The book's grand historical scope traces the theological and political
impact of the postwar Islamic renaissance on the creation of Muslim separatist tendencies and heightened religious
consciousness. Drawing on a wealth of archival and secondary sources, Yegar examines three cases of rebellion in Muslim
minorities: in the Philippines, in Thailand, and in Burma/Myanmar. He studies the communities' struggle to define their aims--be it
for communal separation, autonomy, or independence--and the means each has at their disposal to achieve them.

Stephanie McCurry tells a very different tale of the Confederate experience. When the grandiosity of Southerners’
national ambitions met the harsh realities of wartime crises, unintended consequences ensued. Although Southern
statesmen and generals had built the most powerful slave regime in the Western world, they had excluded the majority of
their own people—white women and slaves—and thereby sowed the seeds of their demise.
Although over one hundred fifty years have passed since the start of the American Civil War, that titanic conflict
continues to matter. The forces unleashed by that war were immensely destructive because of the significant issues
involved: the existence of the Union, the end of slavery, and the very future of the nation. The war remains our most
contentious, and our bloodiest, with over six hundred thousand killed in the course of the four-year struggle. Most civil
wars do not spring up overnight, and the American Civil War was no exception. The seeds of the conflict were sown in
the earliest days of the republic’s founding, primarily over the existence of slavery and the slave trade. Although no
conflict can begin without the conscious decisions of those engaged in the debates at that moment, in the end, there was
simply no way to paper over the division of the country into two camps: one that was dominated by slavery and the other
that sought first to limit its spread and then to abolish it. Our nation was indeed “half slave and half free,” and that could
not stand. Regardless of the factors tearing the nation asunder, the soldiers on each side of the struggle went to war for
personal reasons: looking for adventure, being caught up in the passions and emotions of their peers, believing in the
Union, favoring states’ rights, or even justifying the simple schoolyard dynamic of being convinced that they were
“worth” three of the soldiers on the other side. Nor can we overlook the factor that some went to war to prove their
manhood. This has been, and continues to be, a key dynamic in understanding combat and the profession of arms.
Soldiers join for many reasons but often stay in the fight because of their comrades and because they do not want to
seem like cowards. Whatever the reasons, the struggle was long and costly and only culminated with the conquest of the
rebellious Confederacy, the preservation of the Union, and the end of slavery. These campaign pamphlets on the
American Civil War, prepared in commemoration of our national sacrifices, seek to remember that war and honor those in
the United States Army who died to preserve the Union and free the slaves as well as to tell the story of those American
soldiers who fought for the Confederacy despite the inherently flawed nature of their cause. The Civil War was our
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greatest struggle and continues to deserve our deep study and contemplation.
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning scholar, a timely history of the constitutional changes that built equality into the nation’s
foundation and how those guarantees have been shaken over time. The Declaration of Independence announced
equality as an American ideal, but it took the Civil War and the subsequent adoption of three constitutional amendments
to establish that ideal as American law. The Reconstruction amendments abolished slavery, guaranteed all persons due
process and equal protection of the law, and equipped black men with the right to vote. They established the principle of
birthright citizenship and guaranteed the privileges and immunities of all citizens. The federal government, not the states,
was charged with enforcement, reversing the priority of the original Constitution and the Bill of Rights. In grafting the
principle of equality onto the Constitution, these revolutionary changes marked the second founding of the United States.
Eric Foner’s compact, insightful history traces the arc of these pivotal amendments from their dramatic origins in
pre–Civil War mass meetings of African-American “colored citizens” and in Republican party politics to their virtual
nullification in the late nineteenth century. A series of momentous decisions by the Supreme Court narrowed the rights
guaranteed in the amendments, while the states actively undermined them. The Jim Crow system was the result. Again
today there are serious political challenges to birthright citizenship, voting rights, due process, and equal protection of the
law. Like all great works of history, this one informs our understanding of the present as well as the past: knowledge and
vigilance are always necessary to secure our basic rights.
This book is the author's Civil War diary from February 18, 1861, to June 26, 1865. She was an eyewitness to many
historic events as she accompanied her husband to significant sites of the Civil War.
On June 17, 2015, a white supremacist entered Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina, and sat with some
of its parishioners during a Wednesday night Bible study session. An hour later, he began expressing his hatred for
African Americans, and soon after, he shot nine church members dead, the church’s pastor and South Carolina state
senator, Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney, among them. The ensuing manhunt for the shooter and investigation of his motives
revealed his beliefs in white supremacy and reopened debates about racial conflict, southern identity,systemic racism,
civil rights, and the African American church as an institution. In the aftermath of the massacre, Professors Chad
Williams, Kidada Williams, and Keisha N. Blain sought a way to put the murder—and the subsequent debates about it in
the media—in the context of America’s tumultuous history of race relations and racial violence on a global scale. They
created the Charleston Syllabus on June 19, starting it as a hashtag on Twitter linking to scholarly works on the myriad of
issues related to the murder. The syllabus’s popularity exploded and is already being used as a key resource in
discussions of the event. Charleston Syllabus is a reader—a collection of new essays and columns published in the wake
of the massacre, along with selected excerpts from key existing scholarly books and general-interest articles. The
collection draws from a variety of disciplines—history, sociology, urban studies, law, critical race theory—and includes a
selected and annotated bibliography for further reading, drawing from such texts as the Confederate constitution, South
Carolina’s secession declaration, songs, poetry, slave narratives, and literacy texts. As timely as it is necessary, the
book will be a valuable resource for understanding the roots of American systemic racism, white privilege, the uses and
abuses of the Confederate flag and its ideals, the black church as a foundation for civil rights activity and state violence
against such activity, and critical whiteness studies.
“A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil War era.”—Boston Globe Selected as a Notable Book of the Year
by the New York Times Book Review, this landmark work gives us a definitive account of Lincoln's lifelong engagement
with the nation's critical issue: American slavery. A master historian, Eric Foner draws Lincoln and the broader history of
the period into perfect balance. We see Lincoln, a pragmatic politician grounded in principle, deftly navigating the
dynamic politics of antislavery, secession, and civil war. Lincoln's greatness emerges from his capacity for moral and
political growth.
Demonstrates the crucial role that the Constitution played in the coming of the Civil War.
This economically priced version of LIBERTY, EQUALITY, POWER, 7th Edition offers readers the complete narrative while limiting
the number of features, photos, and maps. A highly respected, balanced, and thoroughly modern approach to U.S. History,
LIBERTY, EQUALITY, POWER uses these three themes in a unique approach to show how the United States was transformed, in
a relatively short time, from a land inhabited by hunter-gatherer and agricultural Native American societies into the most powerful
industrial nation on earth. This approach helps students understand not only the impact of the notions of liberty and equality, which
are often associated with the American story, but also how dominant and subordinate groups have affected and been affected by
the ever-shifting balance of power. The text integrates the best of recent social and cultural scholarship into a political story,
offering students a comprehensive and complete understanding of American history. Important Notice: Media content referenced
within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
This new handbook provides a comprehensive and multidisciplinary overview of the theoretical and empirical aspects of state
recognition in international politics. Although the recognition of states plays a central role in shaping global politics, it remains an
under-researched and widely dispersed subject. Coherently and innovatively structured, the handbook brings together a group of
international scholars who examine the most important theoretical and comparative perspectives on state recognition, including
debates about pathways to secession and self-determination, the broad range of actors and strategies that shape the recognition
of states and a significant number of contemporary case studies. The handbook is organised into four key sections: Theoretical
and normative perspectives Pathways to independent statehood Actors, forms and the process of state recognition Case studies
of contemporary state recognition This handbook will be of great interest to students of foreign policy, international relations,
international law, comparative politics and area studies. Chapter 19 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open
Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license
www.routledge.com/9780815354871
Charles Dew’s Apostles of Disunion has established itself as a modern classic and an indispensable account of the Southern
Page 5/6

Download File PDF Chapter 15 Secession The Civil War Answers
states’ secession from the Union. Addressing topics still hotly debated among historians and the public at large more than a
century and a half after the Civil War, the book offers a compelling and clearly substantiated argument that slavery and race were
at the heart of our great national crisis. The fifteen years since the original publication of Apostles of Disunion have seen an
intensification of debates surrounding the Confederate flag and Civil War monuments. In a powerful new afterword to this
anniversary edition, Dew situates the book in relation to these recent controversies and factors in the role of vast financial interests
tied to the internal slave trade in pushing Virginia and other upper South states toward secession and war.
The little-known history of anti-secession Southerners: “Absolutely essential Civil War reading.” —Booklist, starred review Bitterly
Divided reveals that the South was in fact fighting two civil wars—the external one that we know so much about, and an internal one
about which there is scant literature and virtually no public awareness. In this fascinating look at a hidden side of the South’s
history, David Williams shows the powerful and little-understood impact of the thousands of draft resisters, Southern Unionists,
fugitive slaves, and other Southerners who opposed the Confederate cause. “This fast-paced book will be a revelation even to
professional historians. . . . His astonishing story details the deep, often murderous divisions in Southern society. Southerners took
up arms against each other, engaged in massacres, guerrilla warfare, vigilante justice and lynchings, and deserted in droves from
the Confederate army . . . Some counties and regions even seceded from the secessionists . . . With this book, the history of the
Civil War will never be the same again.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review “Most Southerners looked on the conflict with the
North as ‘a rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight,’ especially because owners of 20 or more slaves and all planters and public
officials were exempt from military service . . . The Confederacy lost, it seems, because it was precisely the kind of house divided
against itself that Lincoln famously said could not stand.” —Booklist, starred review
Throughout the Civil War, the influence of the popular press and its skillful use of propaganda was extremely significant in
Kentucky. Union and Confederate sympathizers were scattered throughout the border slave state, and in 1860, at least twentyeight of the commonwealth's approximately sixty newspapers were pro-Confederate, making the secessionist cause seem
stronger in Kentucky than it was in reality. In addition, the impact of these "rebel presses" reached beyond the region to readers
throughout the nation. In this compelling and timely study, Berry Craig analyzes the media's role in both reflecting and shaping
public opinion during a critical time in US history. Craig begins by investigating the 1860 secession crisis, which occurred at a time
when most Kentuckians considered themselves ardent Unionists in support of the state's political hero, Henry Clay. But as
secessionist arguments were amplified throughout the country, so were the voices of pro-Confederate journalists in the state. By
January 1861, the Hickman Courier, Columbus Crescent, and Henderson Reporter steadfastly called for Kentucky to secede from
the Union. Kentucky's Rebel Press also showcases journalists who supported the Confederate cause, including editor Walter N.
Haldeman, who fled the state after Kentucky's most recognized Confederate paper, the Louisville Daily Courier, was shut down by
Union forces. Exploring an intriguing and overlooked part of Civil War history, this book reveals the importance of the partisan
press to the Southern cause in Kentucky.
Including a new afterword by the author, this bold and controversial book will not only change how historians think about the
causes of the Civil War but will place its powerful legacy into proper perspective.
The Civil War stands vivid in the collective memory of the American public. There has always been a profound interest in the
subject, and specifically the participation of black Americans in and reactions to the war and the war's outcome. Almost 200,000
African-American soldiers fought for the Union in the Civil War. Although most were illiterate ex-slaves, several thousand were welleducated, free black men from the northern states. The 176 letters in this collection were written by black soldiers in the Union
army during the Civil War to black and abolitionist newspapers. They provide a unique expression of the black voice that was
meant for a public forum. The letters tell of the men's experiences, their fears and their hopes. They describe in detail their army
days - the excitement of combat and the drudgery of digging trenches. Some letters give vivid descriptions of battle; others protest
against racism; still others call eloquently for civil rights. Many describe their conviction that they are fighting not only to free the
slaves but to earn equal rights as citizens. These letters give an extraordinary picture of the war and also reveal the bright
expectations, hopes, and ultimately the demands that black soldiers had for the future - for themselves and for their race. As firstperson documents of the Civil War, the letters are strong statements of the American dream of justice and equality, and of the
human spirit.
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