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This book offers a comprehensive and well-rounded view of research as a tool for problemsolving in the wide range of the social sciences. It is built on the foundation of philosophical
pragmatism, postulating that the value of knowledge and research methodologies lie in their
usefulness in engaging with the real world. The book synthesizes both positivist and nonpositivist methodologies. It is meant for students who are undertaking their first research
course or project. The techniques, while basic in nature, are used in many masters and
doctoral research studies. The book uses engaging language, real-life examples from various
subject areas and follows an inductive approach. With the help of this book, from an
experiential base, students should be able to build a more advanced conceptual and
theoretical understanding of research through further reading and practice. This book
discusses a policy-applied-pure-action model of research covering both quantitative and
qualitative methods for case study, survey and experimental designs. It pays considerable
attention to measurement principles and to data analysis techniques that make practical use of
Microsoft Excel for analysis of both words and numbers. It includes a building block approach
to writing, as well as the author’s thoughts on application of research in the real world.
An indispensable reference for postgraduates, providing up to date guidance in all subject
areas Methods for Postgraduates brings together guidance for postgraduate students on how
to organise, plan and do research from an interdisciplinary perspective. In this new edition, the
already wide-ranging coverage is enhanced by the addition of new chapters on social media,
evaluating the research process, Kansei engineering and medical research reporting. The
extensive updates also provide the latest guidance on issues relevant to postgraduates in all
subject areas, from writing a proposal and securing research funds, to data analysis and the
presentation of research, through to intellectual property protection and career opportunities.
This thoroughly revised new edition provides: Clear and concise advice from distinguished
international researchers on how to plan, organise and conduct research. New chapters
explore social media in research, evaluate the research process, Kansei engineering and
discuss the reporting of medical research. Check lists and diagrams throughout. Praise for the
second edition: “... the most useful book any new postgraduate could ever buy.” (New
Scientist) “The book certainly merits its acceptance as essential reading for postgraduates and
will be valuable to anyone associated in any way with research or with presentation of
technical or scientific information of any kind.”(Robotica) Like its predecessors, the third edition
of Research Methods for Postgraduates is accessible and comprehensive, and is a must-read
for any postgraduate student.
This book discusses issues related to terrorism and suggests how to perform risk assessment
via academic research. First, this book discusses several behavioral disorders and theories
related to crime. Theories are important because they describe the problem, they control the
survey questions during a study (the instrument must be valid), and they provide possible
solutions to the problem. Second, this book discusses terrorism and risk management,
emergency response, HazMat scenes, agroterrorism, and some of the pros and cons of
different strategies for managing terrorism. Finally, this book shows how to investigate a
problem via academic research. Several research proposal examples are provided. Reading
about a problem is good, but knowing how to solve a problem is better. What the readers will
come to realize is that there are many assumptions and limitations related to a study, which
may impact the credibility of the study. Hence, readers will come to realize the value of
scholarly, peer-reviewed articles.
Showing you how to take a structured and organized approach to a wide range of literature
review types, this book helps you to choose which approach is right for your research. Packed
with constructive tools, examples, case studies and hands-on exercises, the book covers the
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full range of literature review techniques. New to This Edition: Full re-organization takes you
step-by-step through the process from beginning to end New chapter showing you how to
choose the right method for your project Practical guidance on integrating qualitative and
quantitative data New coverage of rapid reviews Comprehensive inclusion of literature review
tools, including concept analysis, scoping and mapping With an emphasis on the practical
skills, this guide is essential for any student or researcher needing to get from first steps to a
successful literature review.
This is a practical and accessible, yet sophisticated introduction to interpretive methods for
doing qualitative research projects and dissertations. Bringing together concepts of qualitative
research from ethnography, phenomenology, critical discourse analysis, semiotics, literary
analysis, postmodernism and poststructuralism this textbook offers an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the subject. Utilising a uniquely pragmatic approach, it bridges
the gap between advanced, specialised books on research traditions with more general
introductory business research books. This new edition has been fully updated to include new
examples, explorations of the field, and an improved pedagogy with better exposition of key
issues and concepts, as well as more schematics and diagrams to aid understanding. The first
half of the book considers the practicalities of research and writing a research project, including
the craft of academic writing, the critical literature review, the role of the independent research
project as part of university courses, suggested projected structures, standards of academic
scholarship, and the main techniques for gathering qualitative data. The book’s second half
deals with abstract concepts and advanced theory by looking at key theoretical traditions that
guide the interpretation of qualitative data. It is perfect for advanced undergraduate and
postgraduate students of marketing, management, consumer behaviour and research
methods. It will also be useful as a primer for practitioners in qualitative research.
In the same way that infrastructures such as transportation, electricity, sewage, and water
supply are widely assumed to be integrators of urban spaces, information infrastructures are
assumed to be integrators of information spaces. With the advent of Web 2.0 and new types of
information infrastructures such as online social networks and smart mobile platforms, a more
in-depth understanding of the various rights to access, use, develop, and modify information
infrastructure resources is necessary. Perspectives and Implications for the Development of
Information Infrastructures aims at addressing this need by offering a fresh new perspective on
information infrastructure development. It achieves this by drawing on and adapting theory that
was initially developed to study natural resource commons arrangements such as inshore
fisheries, forests, irrigation systems, and pastures, while placing great emphasis on the
complex problems and social dilemmas that often arise in the negotiations.
Research Paper (postgraduate) from the year 2011 in the subject Computer Science Commercial Information Technology, grade: A, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
language: English, abstract: CPU scheduling is a technique used by computer operating
systems to manage the usage of the computer’s central processing unit. In a multiprogramming environment whereby several processes are running on the same processor, it is
essential to use scheduling criteria to avoid collisions in the computer’s operations. This will
help users in a given information technology oriented firm to share server spaces and
resources like printers and file storage spaces. In the multi-tasking environment, a program
called CPU scheduler selects one of the ready processes and allocates the processor to it.
There are a number of occasions when a new process can or must be chosen to run: When a
running process block and changes its state to ‘Blocked’, When a timer for a running process
expires, When a waiting process unblocks and changes its state to ‘Ready’, and When a
running process terminates and changes its state to ‘Exit’ (Wikipedia, 2013). Different types of
scheduling programs referred to as algorithms can be employed in CPU scheduling instances.
Among the most popular scheduling algorithms is Shortest Job First (SJF). SJF gives the
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processor to the process with the shortest next time allocation known as the burst. If there are
processes with similar CPU bursts in the event queue, the scheduler uses First Come First
Served algorithm which allocates the first process to arrive in the queue to the processor
regardless of its burst time. It operates under the assumption that the length of the next CPU
burst of each of the processes in ready queue is known (CPU scheduling, 2013). The SJF
algorithm can be used in both pre-emptive and non-preemptive methods. The algorithm can be
preemptive or not. Shortest Job First with preemption uses priority measure to determine the
next process to be given the CPU. The processes will be having different CPU bursts and
different priority levels allocated to them. The process with the least priority magnitude is
always picked next. A process already allocated the processor can be preempted the CPU and
allocation done to another process with higher priority when such a process arrives in the
queue. SJF with non-preemptive operates in the normal procedure whereby the job with the
least CPU burst in the waiting queue is always picked next for allocation of the CPU and the
rest of the processes have to wait no matter their urgency. Based on the introduction above, it
is essential to use the right CPU scheduling strategy to help us achieve
This book is a must have for everyone in education, be it postgraduate students undertaking a
research degree, whether it is a PhD or a Master’s degree by research, undergraduate
students preparing for their Final Year Project, teachers and even education officers. Writing a
research proposal which seems like a daunting endeavour will be pleasureable experience
with the advice, tips and strategies provided in this book.

This book provides an overview of police-community relations. First, this book
examines elderly people and some of their concerns. To best serve the public, the
police must understand the concerns of the public. Second, this book discusses various
criminal theories and their limitations. Theories are effective for understanding problems
and for solving the problems. However, every theory has a limitation. Third, this book
discusses ethical systems and police department orientations, which are used to judge
good police officer behavior. Fourth, this book discusses communication, deviance, and
dealing with disadvantaged individuals. Fifth, this book discusses hot spots, crime
prevention through environmental design, community policing, and community
intervention. Finally, this book discusses how to estimate the implementation of a policecommunity relations program and provides several examples of how to evaluate a
program via academic research.
This PhD study explores a ‘culture industry’, that of the artisanal food industry in
Tasmanian agriculture (https://eprints.utas.edu.au/8039/). Food production and
consumption is a highly controversial, socio-political process, whereby diverse values
and beliefs, levels of resources and interests struggle for survival. The resultant
manifestation of this struggle – in the form of products, production methods and actions
– stand testament to the diversity. This thesis demonstrates the politicised nature of
food production by examining the paradox of enterprise expansion while retaining a
number of identities/tags associated with small scale food businesses and their
products (i.e. cottage industry, artisanality and quality food). The implications of these
findings for the development of the artisanal food industry are also explored. Two
phases of data collection were involved in exploring these issues. A first phase was a
scoping study involving document analysis, semi-structured interviews with local
knowledgeables and a range of cottage industries, and initial fieldwork. The second
phase involved a case study analysis with three small-scale agricultural cottage
enterprises (SACEs) and three that had expanded (ESACEs). The case studies
primarily involved in-depth, semi-structured interviews. The research found that the
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cottage industry identity was meaningful as applied to the SACEs, but also that many of
the defining characteristics of a cottage industry were also applicable to the ESACEs.
Artisanality was found to be an appropriately assigned label in both the small-scale and
expanded enterprises, with a set of specific characteristics, approaches and the
principals’ role as ‘artisanal entrepreneur’ authenticating the ESACEs and their
products as artisanal. It was found that the enterprises under study aligned with Ray’s
(2003) notion of the cultural approach to Endogenous Regional Development (ERD)
and particular place and space characteristics; whilst ‘the short food supply chain’, a
‘collective form of social action’, assisted in facilitating the preservation of these
associated identities/tags. In examining the retention of food quality meanings upon
expansion, the same set of characteristics and qualities that are potentially used and
applicable to the SACEs in defining quality were also found to be relevant in the
ESACEs. In examining the cottage industry, artisanal and quality identities, this
research demonstrated that there are more similarities than differences between the
SACEs and ESACEs, and that growth can occur without necessarily compromising
values and actions; all of which enable identity preservation and value-adding
potentialities. Moreover, the current use of the ‘short food supply chain’ holds
significant promise for this industry as it assists in building relationships and trust
between processors and consumers who share similar values and beliefs surrounding
food production and consumption. In so doing, food products are heavily laden with ecosocial information, which can assist in challenging unsustainable agrifood production
and related practice.
This Handbook expertly instructs the reader on how to conduct applied health research
across a number of disciplines. Particularly aimed at postgraduate health researchers
and students of applied health research, it presents and explains a wide range of
research designs and other contemporary issues in applied health research.
As interpretive research perspectives become increasingly influential in the social
sciences, so it becomes increasingly important for experienced researchers to
familiarize themselves with the philosophical perspectives, data gathering techniques
and analytical methods derived from interpretive research. Examining these interpretive
traditions, this informative book illustrates how they can be applied to research projects
for first-time researchers in the fields of management, marketing and consumer
research. Topics covered include: choosing the topic gathering qualitative data for
interpretation themes and concepts of interpretive research semiotics, marketing and
consumer research. In offering practical examples drawn from existing studies and
suggesting new topics for consideration, this book brings together major themes of
interpretive research within a valuable practical guide. Suitable both for first time
researchers and those with more experience, this is an ideal guide for anyone
undertaking research in this area of study.
Addressing one of the key challenges facing doctoral students, Completing Your
Qualitative Dissertation by Linda Dale Bloomberg and Marie Volpe fills a gap in
qualitative literature by offering comprehensive guidance and practical tools for
navigating each step in the qualitative dissertation journey, including the planning,
research, and writing phases. Blending the conceptual, theoretical, and practical, the
book becomes a dissertation in action—a logical and cohesive explanation and
illustration of content and process. The Third Edition maintains key features that
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distinguish its unique approach and has been thoroughly updated and expanded
throughout to reflect and address recent developments in the field.
The book is a collective investigation of the structuring of theses in education, the social
sciences and other disciplines that commonly do not follow the standard procedures of
the scientific method. To help research students design a structure for their own thesis
and liberate their investigations from the constraints associated with the use of the
conventional structure, it explains how the structures adopted were designed to suit the
topic, methodology and paradigm. It also provides a wide range of examples to draw
upon, which suit a broad spectrum of theory, methodological approaches, research
methods and paradigms. Additionally, by analyzing the methodologies and paradigms,
and reviewing the methodological and paradigmatic spectrum, it offers a significant
contribution to the way research is conceptualized. The book addresses a number of
key questions faced by students, supervisors and examiners: •Why do examiners often
find it difficult to read work in non-scientific disciplines when theses are structured in
accordance with the conventional scientific method? •Why do students in non-scientific
disciplines struggle to write up the outcomes of their research in the conventional
structure? •What alternative thesis structures can be devised to better suit the wide
range of methods? •Which theories and paradigms are commonly followed in education
and the social sciences and how do these perspectives influence the research
process? •What methods, theories and paradigms are commonly adopted by education
and social science students and what problems do these pose when students write
their theses?
Ever caught somebody – or yourself – checking out the content of a ‘fat’ person’s
supermarket trolley? Ever wondered what lies behind this behaviour, or what it might be
like to be at the receiving end of this judging gaze? Within the context of the current
‘obesity debate’, this book investigates the embodied experience of ‘being large’ from
a critical psychological perspective. Using poststructuralist and feminist theories, the
author explores the discourses available to and used by self-designated ‘fat’
individuals, as well as the societal power relationships that are produced by these.
Using the issues of body size and ‘fat’ as an illustration, the book describes the
benefits of exploring psychological and social matters from a poststructuralist
perspective, and the dangers inherent in taking reductionist approaches to public health
and other social issues. As such, this book should be of particular interest to anyone
working within the disciplines of psychology, sociology, and health studies, as well as
those involved in the study of health, gender issues and appearance.
Research Methods For Business, 8th Edition explains the principles and practices of
using a systematic, organized method for solving problematic issues in business
organizations. Designed to help students view research from the perspective of
management, this popular textbook guides students through the entire business
research process. Organized into six main themes—Introduction, Defining the
Management and the Research Problem, Theory, Collecting Information, Drawing
Conclusions, and Writing and Presenting the Research Report—the text enables
students to develop the skills and knowledge required to successfully create, conduct,
and analyze a research project. Now in its eighth edition, this popular textbook has
been thoroughly updated to incorporate substantial new and expanded content, and
reflect current research methods and practices. The text uses a unique blended
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learning approach, allowing instructors the flexibility to custom-tailor their courses to fit
their specific needs. This innovative approach combines the face-to-face classroom
methods of the instructor with internet-based activities that enable students to study
what they want, when they want, at their own pace.

Mapped to the CIPD Level 7 Advanced module of the same name, Developing
Skills for Business Leadership focuses on three core areas for successful
professional development and practice: managing yourself and others,
transferable managerial skills and postgraduate study skills. Each skill is covered
both conceptually and practically by a subject area expert to help all readers
analyze and critically evaluate, manage more effectively, make sound and
justifiable decisions and lead and influence others. Covering key concepts such
as developing your professional identity, effective management of interpersonal
relationships at work, people management and interpreting financial information,
this fully updated 2nd edition of Developing Skills for Business Leadership is
ideal for all postgraduate business students taking a module in professional
development, career development or management skills. Integrating IT skills into
each chapter, it includes a new chapter on reflecting and coaching, updated
references to the CIPD's HR Profession Map, additional coverage of stress,
health and wellbeing and an enhanced international dimension throughout the
text. Online supporting resources include an instructor's manual and lecture
slides as well as additional case studies, and sample assignments, checklists
and exam guides lecturers can use in their teaching.
Telling a Research Story: Writing a Literature Review is concerned with the
writing of a literature review and is not designed to address any of the preliminary
processes leading up to the actual writing of the literature review. This volume
represents a revision and expansion of the material on writing literature reviews
that appeared in English in Today's Research World. This volume progresses
from general to specific issues in the writing of literature reviews. It opens with
some orientations that raise awareness of the issues that surround the telling of a
research story. Issues of structure and matters of language, style, and rhetoric
are then discussed. Sections on metadiscourse, citation, and paraphrasing and
summarizing are included.
Are you about to embark on a research project for the first time? Unsure which
data collection methods are right for your study? Don't know where to start? By
presenting the reader with a series of key research management questions, this
book introduces the novice researcher to a range of research designs and data
collection methods. Building an understanding of these choices and how they can
impact on the dissertation itself will lead to a more robust and rigorous
dissertation study. This book is designed to direct your research choices with
informative text and key questions, advice from "virtual supervisors" and
reflections from students. Lists of suggested further reading also help to support
you on your journey to developing an organised and successful dissertation
project. Researchers seeking support on their journey to a successful dissertation
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will find this book a valuable resource.
A much-needed guide to thinking critically for oneself and how to tell a good
argument from a bad one. Includes topical examples from politics, sport,
medicine, music, chapter summaries, glossary and exercises.
Beyond Agricultural Impacts: Multiple Perspectives on Climate Change in Africa
presents the theories and methods commonly applied in climate change
assessment from various locations in Africa, also inspiring further research that
addresses the broad spectrum of societal impacts that result from altered climate
status. Using case studies, the work provides insights into climate change
impacts and adaptation with a lens on vulnerable groups in African agriculture,
e.g. smallholder crop and livestock farmers, women and youth. The book also
highlights areas of further interest in climate change and agriculture research in
Africa, all done through views from multiple disciplines in the agriculture and
climate change nexus. Presents themes, theories, tools and methods for
mitigating the impact of climate change in African agriculture Highlights the
research gaps and opportunities in research on climate change and agriculture
Uses examples and cases to provide insights into shaping future research
Provides insights from African countries, including Lesotho, Malawi, Zimbabwe,
Zambia, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Uganda, Ghana and Cameroon
The rise of digitisation and social media over the past decade has fostered the
rise of participatory and DIY digital culture. Likewise, the archival community
leveraged these new technologies, aiming to engage users and expand access
to collections. This book examines the creation and development of participatory
archives, its impact on archival theory, and present case studies of its real world
application. Participatory Archives is divided into four sections with each focused
on a particular aspect of participatory archives: social tagging and commenting;
transcription; crowdfunding; and outreach & activist communities. Each section
includes chapters summarizing the existing literature, a discussion of theoretical
challenges and benefits, and a series of case studies. The case studies are
written by a range of international practitioners and provide a wide range of
examples in practice, whilst the remaining chapters are supplied by leading
scholars from Australia, Canada, Denmark, the Netherlands, Norway, the United
Kingdom, and the United States. This book will be useful for students on archival
studies programs, scholarly researchers in archival studies who could use the
book to frame their own research projects, and practitioners who might be most
interested in the case studies to see how participatory archives function in
practice. The book may also be of interest to other library and information
science students, and similar audiences within the broader cultural heritage
institution fields of museums, libraries, and galleries.
"TRB's National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) Synthesis
440, Performance-Based Seismic Bridge Design (PBSD) summarizes the current
state of knowledge and practice for PBSD. PBSD is the process that links
decision making for facility design with seismic input, facility response, and
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potential facility damage. The goal of PBSD is to provide decision makers and
stakeholders with data that will enable them to allocate resources for construction
based on levels of desired seismic performance"--Publisher's description.
Master's Thesis from the year 2010 in the subject Business economics Investment and Finance, grade: 1.0, Oxford Brookes University, course: MSc in
International Management, language: English, abstract: Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) was a key factors in shaping worlds economy over the last
couple of decades. During this period it grew faster than trade and was
considered vehicle of increasing integration of the world economy. Despite being
one of the poorest countries in Europe, Albania has managed to attract solid
interest from foreign investors. Albania offers access to a growing market, to a
competitive business environment, abundant availability of well-educated
workforce and in possibility of the first mover advantage in some growing new
markets. The government has made several economic reforms to deliver an
enhanced investment climate. The aim of this dissertation is to assess and
evaluate Albania’s attractiveness to FDI in order to identify the policy
implications required to increase inflows. Throughout the critical analysis
conducted during the literature review, the author distils the ‘host country
determinants’ framework based on the location variable to assess and evaluate
Albania’s attractiveness for FDI flows. Results provided a number of incentives
and disincentives features of Albania’s host country determinants, leading the
author to provide policy implications, which aim at increasing inflows. FDI play an
irreplaceable role for the implementation of the strategic reforms, technology
transfer and advance managerial methods. Albania possesses all the essential
components to increase inward FDI but this will be explored through the author’s
own developed framework. The result of the analysis will produce policy
implications that aim to boost Albania’s future FDI inflows.
Research training is challenging, and the attrition rate of doctoral students has
been increasing in Canada, the UK, the USA and Australia. In their book, Chen
and Le examine the reasons for these students becoming demotivated,
particularly in the context of TESOL. There has been much investigation into
research training issues in multiple contexts and multiple disciplines. Yet, the
research training process in TESOL for international students has not been
explored sufficiently, and their voices have not been heard. This book gives voice
to the research trainees, allowing their experiences to be reflected and the
implications discussed in order to help create more effective supervision models.
By employing the qualitative approach and adopting critical incident as a new
technique for data collection, Chen and Le attempt to gain insights into the
research training process to reveal different research stages of research
trainees—those undertaking PhD degrees—and to put forward a model of
supervision to improve the innovation and quality of research. This book tackles
the complex nature of research training. It is hoped that findings of this study can
provide research supervisors and trainees with theoretical insights and practical
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references.
Evidence-Based Otitis Media offers one-stop shopping for the best current
evidence to guide management decisions at the individual, organizational, and
societal levels. This text details the importance of evidence-based data in
interpreting the ever-enlarging body of literature on otitis media. The editors have
assembled an impressive group of experts on all aspects of otitis media and
addressed comprehensively many issues related to methodology, clinical
management, and consequences of this disease. The eight chapters comprising
the methodology section provide the necessary background and detail to allow
physicians and other health professionals to understand and appreciate the value
of evidence-based medicine. Updates include: the incorporation of new original
research, systemic reviews, and evidence reports to existing chapters. New
chapter topics include: evidence-based medicine, professional evidence reports,
molecular and translational research, complementary and alternative medicine,
bacteriologic efficacy of antimicrobials, vaccine prevention, international
management perspectives, meta-analysis of speech and language sequelae,
suppurative complications, host susceptibility to sequelae, and judicious use of
systemic and topical antimicrobials. FEATURES: *Maturation of evidence-based
medicine as a foundation for clinical care is reflected throughout the text.
*Extensive evidence tables summarize study characteristics and quantitative
outcomes for clinically relevant endpoints *Internationally distinguished
contributors selected based on both their clinical expertise and their ability to
write for an evidence-based text
This book combines a teaching text with exemplary reports of research and a
literature review by international scholars.
This accessible text provides a roadmap for producing a high-quality literature
review--an integral part of a successful thesis, dissertation, term paper, or grant
proposal. Each step of searching for, evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing
prior studies is clearly explained and accompanied by user-friendly suggestions,
organizational tips, vignettes, and examples of student work. Also featured are
excerpts from peer-reviewed quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods
articles. This is the first book to focus on crafting different types of reviews
(systematic, traditional–narrative, or hermeneutic–phenomenological) that reflect
the writer's research question, methodological choices, and approaches to
knowledge. It describes what all reviews have in common and highlights distinct
characteristics of each type. The book includes dos and don'ts for evaluating
studies and constructing an argument, and software suggestions for locating,
organizing, and arranging sources. Pedagogical Features *Checklists and "To
Do" activities that break down key steps to take. *Boxed examples, graphics that
organize and visually illustrate key concepts, and summary tables. *Group
activities that invite students to further explore and apply the methods discussed
in each chapter. *Detailed directions for using four different organizing strategies:
synthesis matrix, summary table, mapping, and topic outline. *End-of-chapter
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summaries and "What's Next" sections. *Assessment matrices for reviewing and
refining the completed literature review.
For many applications, including power generation, aerospace and the
automobile industry, high temperature wear provides serious difficulties where
two or more surfaces move or slide relative to one another. In aerospace, for
example, demands for more powerful, efficient engines operating at ever higher
temperatures, mean that conventional lubrication is no longer sufficient to prevent
direct contact between metallic sliding surfaces, accelerating wear. However, one
high temperature phenomenon observed to reduce metallic contact, and thus
wear and friction, is the formation of 'glazes', essentially compacted oxide wear
debris layers that sinter together to form wear resistant surfaces. This thesis
studies the nature of wear encountered with four different combinations of
Superalloys, slid together using a 'block-on-cylinder' configuration (Nimonic 80A
and Incoloy MA956 as block / sample materials; Stellite 6 and Incoloy 800HT as
cylinder / counterface materials) simulating car (automobile) engine 'valve-onvalve-seat' wear. Initially this study concentrates on the combined effects of
sliding speed (either 0.314 m/s or 0.905 m/s, supplementing previous testing at
0.654 m/s) and temperature (between room temperature and 750 C) - by altering
either or both of these variables, the nature of the wear process can be radically
altered, encouraging or suppressing wear protective oxide or 'glaze' layer
formation. Extensive characterisation is conducted of the 'glaze' layers during this
study, using a wide range of tools including optical microscopy, SEM, EDX (spot,
mapping and Autopoint), XRD (including Glancing Angle) and micro-hardness.
On selected samples, TEM and STM show these 'glaze' layers to be nanostructured (nano-crystalline), with an estimated grain size of as little as 2 to 10
nm."
Reading critically, and writing using critical techniques, are crucial skills you need
to apply to your academic work. If you need to engage with published (or
unpublished) literature such as essays, dissertations or theses, research papers
or oral presentations, this proven guide helps you develop a reflective and
advanced critical approach to your research and writing. New to this edition: Two
new chapters on basic and advanced writing skills More advice on self-bias and
perception Updates and additional examples throughout Updated online
resources providing additional support. A Companion Website provides additional
resources to help you apply the critical techniques you learn. From templates and
checklists, access to SAGE journal articles and additional case studies, these
free resources will make sure you successfully master advanced critical skills.
Nursing and Midwifery Research: methods and appraisal for evidence-based
practice 5th edition has been fully revised and updated to include the latest
developments in Australian and New Zealand nursing and midwifery practice. It is
an essential guide to developing research skills, critically appraising research
literature and applying research outcomes to practice. Visit http:
//evolve.elsevier.com/AU/Schneider/research/ for additional resources Student
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resources An Unexpected Hurdle-concise suggested answer guides for
alternatives to study design Learning Activities-answers to end-of-chapter tests
Research Articles and Questions-exploring the themes of each chapter through
examining qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods studies Time to Reflectsupporting answer guides for further reflection on ideas explored within each
chapter Glossary Instructor resources Tutorial Triggers-answer guides to tutorial
activities, designed to initiate class discussions and further debate based on
content within the chapter PowerPoint presentations for each chapter Chapters
on 'Indigenous approaches to research' and 'A research project journey: from
conception to completion' An Unexpected Hurdle-exploring challenges to
overcome in research Time to Reflect-reflecting on the topic of each chapter
Contemporary research articles selected for each chapter and questions
developed for further study on Evolve Expanded and updated glossary of terms
and definitions
Lecturers/instructors - request a free digital inspection copy here This dynamic
guide to doing literature reviews demystifies the process in seven steps to show
researchers how to produce a comprehensive literature review. Teaching
techniques to bring systematic thoroughness and reflexivity to research, the
authors show how to achieve a rich, ethical and reflexive review. What makes
this book unique: Focuses on multimodal texts and settings such as
observations, documents, social media, experts in the field and secondary data
so that your review covers the full research environment Puts mixed methods at
the centre of the process Shows you how to synthesize information thematically,
rather than merely summarize the existing literature and findings Brings culture
into the process to help you address bias and understand the role of knowledge
interpretation, guiding you through Teaches the CORE of the literature review –
Critical thinking, Organization, Reflections and Evaluation – and provides a guide
for reflexivity at the end of each of the seven steps Visualizes the steps with
roadmaps so you can track progress and self-evaluate as you learn the steps
This book is the essential best practices guide for students and researchers,
providing the understanding and tools to approach both the ‘how’ and ‘why’ of
a rigorous, comprehensive, literature review.
Dissertation Research and Writing for Built Environment Students is a step-by-step guide to
get students through their final year research project. Trusted and developed over three
previous editions, the new fourth edition shows you how to select a dissertation topic, write a
proposal, conduct a literature review, select the research approach, gather the data, analyse
and present the information and ultimately produce a well-written dissertation. The book
simplifies dissertation research and writing into a process involving a sequence of learnable
activities and divides the process into three parts. Part One covers the necessary groundwork,
including: identifying the problem, writing a proposal and reviewing the literature. Part Two
covers the research design and includes: approaches and techniques for data collection and
constructing and sampling a questionnaire. Part Three covers: measurement of data, analysis
of data with SPSS, structuring and writing the whole dissertation, and supervision and
assessment. This new edition is packed with updated examples and research samples, making
this the ideal resource for students involved in research in built environment subjects such as
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construction management, construction project management, facilities management, real
estate, building surveying, quantity surveying and civil engineering.
This book integrates corporate governance, corporate finance and accounting to formulate
sound financial management strategies. It offers practical steps for managers using an
integrated optimisation financial model to achieve good corporate governance practices which
lead to lower risks and higher firm value.
In the global knowledge economy, corporate governance, organisational behaviour and
performance of the supply chain are becoming increasingly important aspects of the evaluation
of an enterprise. The subject of this book is the development of a contemporary organisation
behaviour performance measurement (OBPM) model for enterprises in the modern economy.
The fields of organisation behaviour and supply chain management are integrated with an
Open Socio-Technical Systems theory of management and the application of Operations
Research to corporate governance for the measurement of organisation performance. This
book thereby offers a new and innovative quantitative approach to qualitative concepts of
corporate performance measurement and makes a significant contribution to the fields of
management theory, supply chain management as well as operations research.
Understanding and Evaluating Research: A Critical Guide aims to sensitize students to the
necessity of learning how not to defer to the mysterious authority of the experts, but rather to
learn how to be a critical consumer of others' research, and to gain confidence in their ability to
be producers of research. Sue McGregor shows students how to be research literate, and how
to find, critique and apply other people's scholarship. This textbook is grounded in a solid
understanding of the prevailing research methodologies for creating new knowledge
(philosophical underpinnings), which in turn dictate problem posing, theory selection, and
research methods (tasks for sampling, collecting and analyzing data, and reporting results).
The go-to guide to completing a thorough, well-organized, and effective lit review! This new
edition of the best-selling book offers graduate students in education and the social sciences a
road map to developing and writing an effective literature review for a research project, thesis,
or dissertation. Updated with key vocabulary words, technology advice, and tips for writing
during the early stages, the second edition takes students step by step through the entire
process: Selecting a topic Searching the literature Developing arguments Surveying the
literature Critiquing the literature Writing the literature review
This Second Edition of Diana Ridley’s bestselling guide to the literature review outlines
practical strategies for reading and note taking, and guides the reader on how to conduct a
systematic search of the available literature, and uses cases and examples throughout to
demonstrate best practice in writing and presenting the review. New to this edition are
examples drawn from a wide range of disciplines, a new chapter on conducting a systematic
review, increased coverage of issues of evaluating quality and conducting reviews using online
sources and online literature and enhanced guidance in dealing with copyright and permissions
issues.
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