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A Wall Street Journal writer’s conversation-changing look at how reading aloud makes adults and children smarter, happier, healthier, more
successful and more closely attached, even as technology pulls in the other direction. A miraculous alchemy occurs when one person reads
to another, transforming the simple stuff of a book, a voice, and a bit of time into complex and powerful fuel for the heart, brain, and
imagination. Grounded in the latest neuroscience and behavioral research, and drawing widely from literature, The Enchanted Hour explains
the dazzling cognitive and social-emotional benefits that await children, whatever their class, nationality or family background. But it’s not just
about bedtime stories for little kids: Reading aloud consoles, uplifts and invigorates at every age, deepening the intellectual lives and
emotional well-being of teenagers and adults, too. Meghan Cox Gurdon argues that this ancient practice is a fast-working antidote to the
fractured attention spans, atomized families and unfulfilling ephemera of the tech era, helping to replenish what our devices are leaching
away. For everyone, reading aloud engages the mind in complex narratives; for children, it’s an irreplaceable gift that builds vocabulary,
fosters imagination, and kindles a lifelong appreciation of language, stories and pictures. Bringing together the latest scientific research,
practical tips, and reading recommendations, The Enchanted Hour will both charm and galvanize, inspiring readers to share this invaluable,
life-altering tradition with the people they love most.
Charles Dickens (1812–1870) was a major English novelist whose classic works of fiction enjoyed unprecedented popularity during the
Victorian period. Dickens is responsible for some of the most iconic novels and characters in English literature. The novels are notable for
their complexity, unique characters, attention to detail and focus on social reform. This final volume in the five-volume set includes 'A Tale of
Two Cities', 'Great Expectations', 'Our Mutual Friend' and 'The Mystery of Edwin Drood', and is an essential edition for collectors, students
and general lovers of Dickens and Victorian literature.
"A Tanzanian albino boy finds himself the ultimate outsider, hunted because of the color of his skin"-.
A Christmas Carol is a novella by Charles Dickens about Ebenezer Scrooge, an old man, who is well-known for his miserly ways. On
Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by a series of ghosts, starting with his old business partner, Jacob Marley. The three spirits which follow,
the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Christmas Present, and Christmas Yet to Come, show Scrooge how his mean behavior has affected those
around him. At the end of the story, he is relieved to discover that there is still time for him to change and we see him transformed into a
generous and kind-hearted human being.
The True Story of the NovelRutgers University Press
Penguin Readers is an ELT graded reader series. Please note that the eBook edition does NOT include access to the audio edition and
digital book. Written for learners of English as a foreign language, each title includes carefully adapted text, new illustrations and language
learning exercises. Titles include popular classics, exciting contemporary fiction, and thought-provoking non-fiction, introducing language
learners to bestselling authors and compelling content. The eight levels of Penguin Readers follow the Common European Framework of
Reference for language learning (CEFR). Exercises at the back of each Reader help language learners to practise grammar, vocabulary, and
key exam skills. Before, during and after-reading questions test readers' story comprehension and develop vocabulary. Oliver Twist, a Level 6
Reader, is B1+ in the CEFR framework. The longer text is made up of sentences with up to four clauses, introducing future continuous,
reported questions, third conditional, was going to and ellipsis. A small number of illustrations support the text. Oliver Twist's parents are
dead and he grows up in the workhouse, where life is very hard. One day Oliver runs away to London. There, he enters a life of crime with
the old man Fagin, the Artful Dodger, frightening Bill Sykes and kind-hearted Nancy. How will Oliver live in this dangerous world? Visit the
Penguin Readers website Register to access online resources including tests, worksheets and answer keys. Exclusively with the print edition,
readers can unlock a digital book and audio edition (not available with the eBook).
The Landlady is a brilliant gem of a short story from Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail. In The Landlady, Roald Dahl, one of the
world's favourite authors, tells a sinister story about the darker side of human nature. Here, a young man in need of room meets a most
accommodating landlady . . . The Landlady is taken from the short story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes ten other devious and shocking
stories, featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat from her lover with unexpected results; the priceless piece of furniture that is the subject
of a deceitful bargain; a wronged woman taking revenge on her dead husband, and others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle, proficient, hairraising and done to a turn.' (San Francisco Chronicle ) This story is also available as a Penguin digital audio download read by Tamsin Greig.
Roald Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclaimed author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and
many more classics for children, also wrote scores of short stories for adults. These delightfully disturbing tales have often been filmed and
were most recently the inspiration for the West End play, Roald Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson. Roald Dahl's stories continue to
make readers shiver today.
This Graphic Novel Series features classic tales retold with attractive color illustrations. Educatiors using the Dale-Chall vocabulary system
adapted each title. Each 70 page, softcover book retains key phrases and quotations from the original classics. Introduce literature to
reluctant readers and motivate struggling readers. Students build confidence through reading practice. Motivation makes all the difference.
What's more motivation then the expectation of success?
This is the most comprehensive dictionary available on comic art. The catalog provides detailed information about more than 60,000
cataloged books, magazines, scrapbooks, fanzines, comic books, and other materials in the Michigan State University Libraries, America's
premiere library comics collection. Each book or serial is listed by title, with entries as appropriate under author, subject, and series. Besides
the traditional books and magazines, significant collections of microfilm, sound recordings, vertical files, and realia (mainly T-shirts) are
included. Comics and related materials are grouped by nationality and by genre.
Never out of print since its initial appearance in 1843, A Christmas Carol has been adapted countless times to the stage, radio, television, film
and opera. The selfish miser Scrooge’s name has become synonymous with greed and indifference to the welfare of others. His immortal
Christmas eve visitations by the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come have become a cultural fixture and a fundamental part
of the Christmas Holidays around the world. A Christmas Carol was conceived by the author with the deliberate intent of shaking his audience
with an emotional tale designed to inspire compassion and charity toward the disadvantaged, especially children. Scrooge’s surreal,
spellbinding journey into the meaning of Christmas, with its climactic insistence that a life lived without love and charity is no life at all,
provides readers with one of literature’s finest, most unforgettable entertainments while celebrating the good in humanity and providing the
world with the most cherished Christmas story ever written. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally typeset manuscript, this
edition of A Christmas Carol is both modern and readable.
Jack and Annie travel back to Victorian London when Merlin asks them to use their magic to inspire Charles Dickens to write "A Christmas
Carol."
No home library is complete without the classics! The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes and Other Stories brings together the essential works
from Arthur Conan Doyle in an elegant, leather-bound, omnibus edition—a keepsake to be read and treasured. There is one literary detective
who stands above all others, whose powers of deduction are known the world over, whose influence can still be felt in today's most modern
whodunits. Who is it, you ask? Why, it's elementary! Sherlock Holmes, the famous gumshoe of 221B Baker Street. And Sir Arthur Conan
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Doyle--the man who made him famous in such tales as The Hound of the Baskervilles and A Study in Scarlet--changed the world of
mysteries, inspiring legions of devoted fans. Whether you're a devotee or you've yet to be awed by Holmes's powers of deduction, you'll love
this Canterbury Classics edition of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's famous works, including The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, The Sign of Four,
The Valley of Fear, The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes, The Return of Sherlock Holmes, and The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. The perfect
book to complete any bookshelf, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes and Other Stories features an eye-catching leather-bound cover with
gold foil stamping, as well as fine ivory paper with gilded edges. You'll be spellbound by Conan Doyle's descriptive prose, and then delight in
displaying this beautiful book in your home. A classic keepsake for fans of detective novels, as well as all great literature, The Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes and Other Stories is the perfect addition to any library.
In this bestselling compilation of essays, written in the clear-eyed, uncompromising language for which he is famous, Orwell discusses with
vigor such diverse subjects as his boyhood schooling, the Spanish Civil War, Henry Miller, British imperialism, and the profession of writing.
Oliver Twist; or, the Parish Boy's Progress is Charles Dickens's second novel, and was published as a serial from 1837 to 1839 and released
as a three-volume book in 1838, before the serialization ended.[1] The story centres on orphan Oliver Twist, born in a workhouse and sold
into apprenticeship with an undertaker. After escaping, Oliver travels to London, where he meets the "Artful Dodger", a member of a gang of
juvenile pickpockets led by the elderly criminal Fagin.Oliver Twist is notable for its unromantic portrayal of criminals and their sordid lives, as
well as for exposing the cruel treatment of the many orphans in London in the mid-19th century.[2] The alternative title, The Parish Boy's
Progress, alludes to Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress, as well as the 18th-century caricature series by William Hogarth, A Rake's Progress
and A Harlot's Progress.[3]In this early example of the social novel, Dickens satirises the hypocrisies of his time, including child labour,
domestic violence, the recruitment of children as criminals, and the presence of street children. The novel may have been inspired by the
story of Robert Blincoe, an orphan whose account of working as a child labourer in a cotton mill was widely read in the 1830s. It is likely that
Dickens's own experiences as a youth contributed as well.[4]Oliver Twist has been the subject of numerous adaptations for various media,
including a highly successful musical play, Oliver!, and the multiple Academy Award-winning 1968 motion picture. Disney also put its spin on
the novel with the animated film called Oliver & Company in 1988.[5]
This Newbery Honor Book and Coretta Scott King Award Winner from beloved author Patricia McKissack offers a “stellar collection” of “ten
original stories, all with a foundation in African-American history or culture” (School Library Journal). In that special half-hour of twilight—the
dark-thirty—there are stories to be told. Mesmerizing and breathtakingly original, these tales are inspired by African American history and
range from the time of slavery to the civil rights era. With her extraordinary gift for suspense, Patricia C. McKissack has created a heartstopping collection of lasting value, a book not quickly forgotten. An ALA Notable Children’s Book An NCSS-CBC Notable Children’s Trade
Book in the Field of Social Studies An IRA Teachers’ Choice
The #1 bestselling chapter book series of all time celebrates 25 years with new covers and a new, easy-to-use numbering system! Getting
the facts behind the fiction has never looked better. Track the facts with Jack and Annie!! When Jack and Annie got back from their adventure
in Magic Tree House #2: The Knight at Dawn, they had lots of questions. How were castles built? What was it like to live inside a castle? How
did boys train to become knights? Did horses really wear armor? Find out the answers to these questions and more as Jack and Annie track
the facts. Filled with up-to-date information, photos, illustrations, and fun tidbits from Jack and Annie, the Magic Tree House Fact Trackers
are the perfect way for kids to find out more about the topics they discovered in their favorite Magic Tree House adventures. And teachers
can use Fact Trackers alongside their Magic Tree House fiction companions to meet common core text pairing needs. Did you know that
there’s a Magic Tree House book for every kid? Magic Tree House: Adventures with Jack and Annie, perfect for readers who are just
beginning chapter books Merlin Missions: More challenging adventures for the experienced reader Super Edition: A longer and more
dangerous adventure Fact Trackers: Nonfiction companions to your favorite Magic Tree House adventures Have more fun with Jack and
Annie at MagicTreeHouse.com!
Amateur detective Sherlock Holmes, the master of deductive reasoning, solves several mysteries with the aid of his friend, Dr. John Watson.

The story of Ebenezer Scrooge, an elderly miser who is visited by the ghost of his former business partner Jacob Marley and the
spirits of Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come. After their visits, Scrooge is transformed into a kinder, gentler man.
Joris-Karl Huysmans was a famous French writer known for his large vocabulary and wit. Huysmans most famous novel was
"Against Nature."
Is anti-Americanism one of the last respectable prejudices, or are accusations of anti-Americanism a way to silence reasonable
criticism of the United States? Is the recent rise in anti-Americanism principally a reaction to President George W. Bush and his
administration, or does it reflect a general turn against America and Americans? Have we moved from the American century to the
anti-American century, with the United States as the ‘whipping boy’ for a growing range of anxieties? Can the United States
recapture the international good will generally extended towards it in the days following 11 September 2001? These key questions
are tackled by this new book, which offers the first comprehensive overview of anti-Americanism in the twenty-first century.
Examining what is sensibly called anti-Americanism and its principal sources, this study details how the Bush administration has
provoked a recent upsurge in anti-Americanism with its stances on a range of issues from the Kyoto Protocol to the war in Iraq.
However, the spread of anti-Americanism reflects deeper cultural and political anxieties about Americanization and American
global power that will persist beyond the Bush administration. At the heart of much of the recent anti-Americanism is opposition in
the Middle East, and elsewhere, to US support of Israel. This crucial issue is explored in depth as is the associated claim of a
‘clash of civilizations’ between Islam and the West and the rise of anti-American terrorism. This book will be of great interest to all
students and scholars of American Studies, International Relations and Politics.
Great Expectations is the thirteenth novel by Charles Dickens and his penultimate completed novel. It depicts the education of an
orphan nicknamed Pip. It is Dickens's second novel, after David Copperfield, to be fully narrated in the first person.
Three boys, who made a pact to stick together through the rough times in their impoverished Newark neighborhood, found the
strength to work through their difficulties and complete high school, college, and medical school together.
One of the finest novels by iconic British author Charles Dickens, this Victorian tale follows the good-natured orphan Pip as he
makes his way through life. As a boy, Pip crosses paths with a convict named Magwitch, a man who will heavily influence Pip’s
adulthood. Meanwhile, the earnest young man falls for the beautiful Estella, the adoptive daughter of the affluent and eccentric
Miss Havisham. Widely considered to be Dickens's last great book, the story is steeped in romance and features the writer's
familiar themes of crime, punishment, and societal struggle.
Now a musical! Matilda is a sweet, exceptional young girl, but her parents think she's just a nuisance. She expects school to be different but
there she has to face Miss Trunchbull, a menacing, kid-hating headmistress. When Matilda is attacked by the Trunchbull she suddenly
discovers she has a remarkable power with which to fight back. It'll take a superhuman genius to give Miss Trunchbull what she deserves and
Matilda may be just the one to do it! Here is Roald Dahl's original novel of a little girl with extraordinary powers. This much-loved story has
recently been made into a wonderful new musical, adapted by Dennis Kelly with music and lyrics by Tim Minchin.
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For years Dickens kept the story of his own childhood a secret. Yet it is a story worth telling. For it helps us remember how much we all might
lose when a child's dreams don't come true . . . As a child, Dickens was forced to live on his own and work long hours in a rat-infested
blacking factory. Readers will be drawn into the winding streets of London, where they will learn how Dickens got the inspiration for many of
his characters. The 200th anniversary of Dickens's birth was February 7, 2012, and this tale of his little-known boyhood is the perfect way to
introduce kids to the great author. This Booklist Best Children's Book of the Year is historical fiction at its ingenious best.
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