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Regardless of its outcome, the Iraq War has had a transformative effect on the Middle East. To
equip U.S. policymakers to better manage the war's long-term consequences, the authors
analyzed its effects on the regional balance of power, local perceptions of U.S. credibility, the
domestic stability of neighboring states, and trends in terrorism after conducting extensive
interviews in the region and drawing from an array of local media sources.
It’s time for new policies based on changing U.S. interests U.S. policy in the Middle East has
had very few successes in recent years, so maybe it’s time for a different approach. But is the
new approach of the Trump administration—military disengagement coupled with unquestioning
support for key allies--Israel, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia—the way forward? In this edited volume,
noted experts on the region lay out a better long-term strategy for protecting U.S. interests in
the Middle East. The authors articulate a vision that is both self-interested and carefully tailored
to the unique dynamics of the increasingly divergent sub-regions in the Middle East, including
North Africa, the Sunni Arab bloc of Egypt and Persian Gulf states, and the increasingly
chaotic Levant. The book argues that the most effective way to pursue and protect U.S.
interests is unlikely to involve the same alliance-centric approach that has been the basis of
Washington’s policy since the 1990s. Instead, the United States should adopt a nimbler and
less military-dominant strategy that relies on a diversified set of partners and a determination to
establish priorities for American interests and the use of resources, both financial and military.
In essence, the book calls for a new post-Obama and post-Trump approach to the region that
reflects the fact that U.S. interests are changing and likely will continue to change. The book
offers a fresh perspective in advance of the 2020 presidential election.
This book explores China’s significant economic and security interests in the Middle East and
South Asia. To protect its economic and security interests, China is increasingly forced to
compromise its long-held foreign policy and defence principles, which include insistence on
non-interference in the domestic affairs of others, refusal to envision a foreign military
presence, and focus on the development of mutually beneficial economic and commercial
relations. The volume shows that China’s need to redefine requirements for the safeguarding
of its national interests positioned the country as a regional player in competitive cooperation
with the United States and the dominant external actor in the region. The project would be
ideal for scholarly audiences interested in Regional Politics, China, South Asia, the Middle
East, and economic and security studies.
As China’s international political role grows, its relations with states outside of its traditional
sphere of interests is evolving. This is certainly the case of the Arab Gulf monarchies of
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, which together
comprise the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). China’s levels of interdependence with these
states has increased dramatically in recent years, spanning a wide range of interests. What
motivating factors explain the Chinese leadership’s decision to forge closer ties to the GCC?
Why have GCC leaders developed closer ties to China, and what kind of role can China be
expected to play in the region as levels of interdependence intensify? This book uses
neoclassical realism to analyse the evolution of Sino-GCC relations. Examining the pressures
that shaped China’s policy toward the Arab Gulf monarchies, it demonstrates that systemic
considerations have been predominant since 1949, yet domestic political considerations were
also always an important consideration. Relations are examined across diplomatic and political
interactions, trade and investment, infrastructure and construction projects, people-to-people
exchanges, and military and security cooperation. This book will appeal to scholars in the fields
of International Relations and International Political Economy, as well as area specialists on
China, the Persian Gulf, the Arab Gulf Monarchies, and those working on foreign policy issues.
China’s military relations with the countries of the Middle East have become increasingly close
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in recent years. To protect its commercial interests and contribute towards international
security, China has built up a soft military presence of various forms in the Middle East. Such
overseas military forces are deployed either within the framework of the United Nations
Peacekeeping Operations (UNPKO) or independently, and carry out military as well as civilian
missions, especially in areas such as the evacuation of nationals, humanitarian relief, search
and rescue, protecting expatriates, escorting, logistics supply, peacekeeping, and conflict
prevention. The soft military footprints are not for a geopolitical rivalry, but rather for mission-
oriented tasks.
Turkey is a rising regional and global power facing, as is the United States, the challenges of
political transitions in the Middle East, bloodshed in Syria, and Iran's pursuit of nuclear
weapons. As a result, it is incumbent upon the leaders of the United States and Turkey to
define a new partnership "in order to make a strategic relationship a reality," says a new
Council on Foreign Relations (CFR)-sponsored Independent Task Force.
As part of this collaborative project, economic historian and international relations expert, Niv
Horesh, has assembled the world's top experts on China's policy vis-à-vis the Middle East to
analyse the various geopolitical trends affecting the region following the upheavals of the Arab
Spring. With China replacing the United States as the leading energy user and importer, its
relations with the Middle East are becoming a major issue with global implications. Horesh and
his contributors set out to clarify issues that are critical to understanding the relevance of
China's rise to Middle Eastern aspirations. The book explores how Chinese energy needs are
changing and determining the ways in which a more economically powerful China might seek
to reconfigure its ties with various Middle Eastern states and stakeholders. The main findings
of the book are that no one single framework can anticipate China–Middle East relations in the
future. For now, at any rate, complementary interests in the Middle East actually help ease
Sino–US tensions rather than aggravate them.
This handbook examines the regional and international dynamics of the Middle East. It
challenges the state society dichotomy to make sense of decision-making and behavior by
ruling regimes. The 33 chapter authors include the world’s leading scholars of the Middle East
and International Relations (IR) in order to make sense of the region. This synthesis of area
studies expertise and IR theory provides a unique and rigorous account of the region’s current
dynamics, which have reached a crisis point since the beginning of the Arab Spring. The
Middle East has been characterized by volatility for more than a century. Although the region
attracts significant scholarly interest, IR theory has rarely been used as a tool to understand
events. The constructivist approach in IR highlights the significance of state identity, shaped by
history and culture, in making sense of international relations. The authors of this volume
consider how IR theory can elucidate the patterns and principles that shape the region, in order
to provide a rigorous account of the contemporary challenges of the Middle East. The
Routledge Handbook of International Relations in the Middle East provides comprehensive
coverage of International Relations issues in the region. Thus, it offers key resources for
researchers and students interested in International Relations and the Middle East.
How do aspiring and established rising global powers respond to conflict? Using China, the
book studies its response to wars and rivalries in the Middle East from the Cold War to the
present. Since the People’s Republic was established in 1949, China has long been involved
in the Middle East and its conflicts, from exploiting or avoiding them to their management,
containment or resolution. Using a conflict and peace studies angle, Burton adopts a broad
perspective on Chinese engagement by looking at its involvement in the region’s conflicts
including Israel/Palestine, Iraq before and after 2003, Sudan and the Darfur crisis, the Iranian
nuclear deal, the Gulf crisis and the wars in Syria, Libya and Yemen. The book reveals how a
rising global and non-Western power handles the challenges associated with both violent and
nonviolent conflict and the differences between limiting and reducing violence alongside other
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ways to eliminate the causes of conflict and grievance. Contributing to the wider discipline of
International Relations and peace and conflict studies, this book will be of interest to students
and scholars of peace and conflict studies, Chinese foreign policy and the politics and
international relations of the Middle East.
The partnership between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the People's Republic of China
presents a unique challenge to U.S. interests and objectives, including dissuading Iran from
developing a nuclear weapons capability. This paper examines factors driving Chinese-Iranian
cooperation, potential tensions in the Chinese-Iranian partnership, and U.S. policy options for
influencing this partnership to meet U.S. objectives.
This book analyzes the progress of the MSRI, highlights the political and economic factors
affecting its realization, and offers insights into the political and economic implications of
China’s endeavor. It focuses specifically on countries within Africa and the Middle East to
provide a basis for a substantive examination of these issues in a manner sensitive to the
milieu in individual countries and relevant regions. It represents the final volume in a well-
received series on China’s Maritime Silk Road Initiative (MSRI), which, so far, includes books
covering China’s MSRI and South Asia (Palgrave, 2018) and China’s MSRI and Southeast
Asia (Palgrave, 2019). This book will interest scholars of China, international relations, and the
relevant regions, journalists, and policymakers.
This book explores the extent to which China’s rise is changing the economic, security,
political, and social-cultural aspects of the Middle East – a region of significant strategic
importance to the West and of increasing importance to the East. With its growing dependence
on Middle East oil and gas, China has more at stake in this region than any other Asian power
and, not surprisingly, has begun increasing its engagement with the region, with profound
implications for other stakeholders. The book charts the history of China’s links with the Middle
East, discusses China’s involvement with each of the major countries of the region, considers
how China’s rise is reshaping Middle Easterners’ perceptions of China and the Chinese
people, and examines the very latest developments.
By studying the actions of the rising powers in relation to the Arab–Israeli conflict since 1947,
this book identifies active and passive approaches to conflict management. Through them, this
book examines the extent to which these actions help or hinder aspirations to greater global
influence.
The two-volume Companion to Islamic Art and Architecture bridges the gap between
monograph and survey text by providing a new level of access and interpretation to Islamic art.
The more than 50 newly commissioned essays revisit canonical topics, and include original
approaches and scholarship on neglected aspects of the field. This two-volume Companion
showcases more than 50 specially commissioned essays and an introduction that survey
Islamic art and architecture in all its traditional grandeur Essays are organized according to a
new chronological-geographical paradigm that remaps the unprecedented expansion of the
field and reflects the nuances of major artistic and political developments during the 1400-year
span The Companion represents recent developments in the field, and encourages future
horizons by commissioning innovative essays that provide fresh perspectives on canonical
subjects, such as early Islamic art, sacred spaces, palaces, urbanism, ornament, arts of the
book, and the portable arts while introducing others that have been previously neglected,
including unexplored geographies and periods, transregional connectivities, talismans and
magic, consumption and networks of portability, museums and collecting, and contemporary
art worlds; the essays entail strong comparative and historiographic dimensions The volumes
are accompanied by a map, and each subsection is preceded by a brief outline of the main
cultural and historical developments during the period in question The volumes include periods
and regions typically excluded from survey books including modern and contemporary art-
architecture; China, Indonesia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Sicily, the New World (Americas)
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.Future presidents will need to find the right balance in China policy, so as to maintain
America's strength and watchfulness but not fall into the classic security dilemma, wherein
each side believes that growing capabilities reflect hostile intent and responds byproducing
that reality. I believe that President Obama struck that balance..—From Obama and China's
Rise In 2005, veteran diplomat and Asia analyst Jeffrey Bader met for the first time with
thethen-junior U.S. senator from Illinois. When Barack Obama entered the White House afew
years later, Bader was named the senior director for East Asian affairs on the NationalSecurity
Council, becoming one of a handful of advisers responsible for formulating andimplementing
the administration's policy regarding that key region. For obviousreasons—a booming economy,
expanding military power, and increasing influence overthe region—the looming impact of a
rising China dominated their efforts. Obama's original intent was to extend U.S. influence and
presence in East Asia,which he felt had been neglected by a Bush administration fixated on
the MiddleEast, particularly Iraq, and the war on terror. China's rise, particularly its
militarybuildup, was heightening anxiety among its neighbors, including key U.S. alliesJapan
and South Korea. Bader explains the administration's efforts to develop stablerelations with
China while improving relationships with key partners worried aboutBeijing's new
assertiveness. In Obama and China's Rise, Bader reveals what he did, discusses what he saw,
andinterprets what it meant—first during the Obama campaign, and then for theadministration.
The result is an illuminating backstage view of the formulation andexecution of American
foreign policy as well as a candid assessment of both. Bader combines insightful and
authoritative foreign policy analysis with a revealing and humanizing narrative of his own
personal journey.
The United States has been deeply involved in the Middle East for more than a half century
and seized with China's role in the world for a similar period of time. Up to now, the two issues
have remained distinct. Increasingly, China's growing thirst for energy has brought it to the
Middle East, where governments are curious how the growing superpower might fit into their
own strategic understanding of the world. China's increasing role in the Middle East comes at a
time when the United States is itself deeply enmeshed in the region, setting up the possibility
of competition or even conflict between the two great powers.This volume explores the
complex interrelationships among China, the United States, and the Middle East—what the
authors call the “vital triangle.” There is surely much to be gained from continuing the
conventional two-dimensional analysis—China and the United States, the United States and the
Middle East, and China and the Middle East. Such scholarship has a long history and no doubt
a long future. But it is the three-dimensional equation—which seeks to understand the effects of
the China–Middle East relationship on the United States, the U.S.–Middle East relationship on
China, and the Sino-American relationship on the Middle East—that draws the authors'
attention. This approach captures the true dynamics of change in world affairs and the spiraling
up and down of national interests. Central to this analysis is a belief that if any one of the three
sides of this triangular relationship is unhappy, it has the power to make the other two unhappy
as well. The stakes and the intimacy of the interrelationship highlight not only the importance of
reaching accommodation, but also the potential payoff of agreement on common purpose.
As China increases in importance as a world power, its strategic interests are expanding. In
this comprehensive study, the author demonstrates that in spite of its geographical and cultural
remoteness from the Middle East, that China has had, and continues to have, interests in the
Region. Covering the period 1950-1989, the author makes a chronological exploration of Sino-
Middle East relations, analysing what those interests are, how and with what degrees of
success they have pursued.
This study examines China’s interests in the Middle East and assesses China’s economic,
political, and security activities there to determine whether China has a strategy toward the
region and what such a strategy means for the United States. The study focuses on China’s
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relations with two of its key partners in the Middle East: Saudi Arabia and Iran.
The Routledge Handbook of China–India Relations provides a much-needed understanding of
the important and complex relationship between India and China. Reflecting the consequential
and multifaceted nature of the bilateral relationship, it brings together thirty-five original
contributions by a wide range of experts in the field. The chapters show that China–India
relations are more far-reaching and complicated than ever and marked by both conflict and
cooperation. Following a thorough introduction by the Editors, the handbook is divided into
seven parts which combine thematic and chronological principles: Historical overviews Culture
and strategic culture: constructing the other Core bilateral conflicts Military relations Economy
and development Relations with third parties China, India, and global order This handbook will
be an essential reference work for scholars interested in International Relations, Asian Politics,
Global Politics, and China–India relations.
This book examines the emergence of imperial state in East Asia during the period ca. 400
BCE–200 CE as a network-based process, showing how the geography of early interregional
contacts south of the Yangzi River informed the directions of Sinitic state expansion. Drawing
from an extensive collection of sources including transmitted textual records, archaeological
evidence, excavated legal manuscripts, and archival documents from Liye, this book
demonstrates the breadth of human and material resources available to the empire builders of
an early imperial network throughout southern East Asia – from institutions and infrastructures,
to the relationships that facilitated circulation. This network is shown to have been essential to
the consolidation of Sinitic imperial rule in the sub-tropical zone south of the Yangzi against
formidable environmental, epidemiological, and logistical odds. This is also the first study to
explore how the interplay between an imperial network and alternative frameworks of long-
distance interaction in ancient East Asia shaped the political-economic trajectory of the Sinitic
world and its involvement in Eurasian globalization. Contributing to debates around imperial
state formation, the applicability of world-system models and the comparative study of empires,
The Imperial Network in Ancient China will be of significant interest to students and scholars of
East Asian studies, archaeology and history.
The People's Republic of China (PRC) diplomatic engagement with the Middle East spans
multiple dimensions, including trade and investment, the energy sector, and military
cooperation. Connecting China through the Suez Canal to the Mediterranean and Europe, the
Middle East is a unique geostrategic location for Beijing, a critical source of energy resources,
and an area of expanding economic ties. The Middle East geographical and political area is
subject to different country inclusion interpretations that have changed over time and reflect
complex and multifaceted circumstances involving conflict, religion, ethnicity, and language.
China considers most Arab League member countries (as well as Israel, Turkey, and Iran) as
representing the Middle East. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and official Chinese publications
refer to this region as Xiya beifei (West Asia and North Africa). China sees the Middle East as
an intrinsic part of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and has ramped up investment in the
region accordingly, focusing on energy (including nuclear power), infrastructure construction,
agriculture, and finance. This book uses the BRI as a framework for analyzing China-Middle
East relations, with special emphasis on the PRC's strategic partnerships via regional mutual
interdependency in various sectors such as energy, infrastructure building, political ties, trade
and investment, financial integration, people to people bonding, and defense. A stable Middle
East region is vital for China's sustainable growth and continued prosperity. As the world's
largest oil consumer with an ambition to expand its economic and political influence, the Middle
East's geostrategic location and holder of most of the world's known energy resources make it
indispensable to the success of the Belt and Road Initiative.
In contrast to the economic and cultural dominance by the south and the east coast over the
past several centuries, influence in China in the early Middle Ages was centered in the north
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and featured a significantly multicultural society. Many events that were profoundly formative
for the future of East Asian civilization occurred during this period, although much of this
multiculturalism has long been obscured due to the Confucian monopoly of written records.
Multicultural China in the Early Middle Ages endeavors to expose a number of long-hidden non-
Sinitic characteristics and manifestations of heritage, some lasting to this very day. Sanping
Chen investigates several foundational aspects of Chinese culture during this period, including
the legendary unicorn and the fabled heroine Mulan, to determine the origin and development
of the lore. His meticulous research yields surprising results. For instance, he finds that the
character Mulan is not of Chinese origin and that Central Asian influences are to be found in
language, religion, governance, and other fundamental characteristics of Chinese culture. As
Victor Mair writes in the Foreword, "While not everyone will acquiesce in the entirety of Dr.
Chen's findings, no reputable scholar can afford to ignore them with impunity." These
"foreign"-origin elements were largely the legacy of the Tuoba, whose descendants in fact
dominated China's political and cultural stage for nearly a millennium. Long before the
Mongols, the Tuoba set a precedent for "using the civilized to rule the civilized" by attracting a
large number of sedentary Central Asians to East Asia. This not only added a strong pre-
Islamic Iranian layer to the contemporary Sinitic culture but also commenced China's golden
age under the cosmopolitan Tang dynasty, whose nominally "Chinese" ruling house is
revealed by Chen to be the biological and cultural heir of the Tuoba.
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s “One Belt, One Road” (OBOR) vision, heralded as an attempt
to revive the pre-modern Silk Route, is intended to strengthen West Asia’s economic links with
China through ambitious infrastructural projects. Central to this are fast-track rail links, funded
by the newly-established Asia Infrastructure and Investment Bank (AIIB), which has its
headquarters in Beijing. This book explores the implications of OBOR and the AIIB for the
Middle East/West Asia, and addresses a number of key strategic questions arising from
China’s new initiatives. These include: how far are the strategic imperatives underpinning
China’s policies connected to the political dynamics of Xinjiang and the spread of radical Islam
in Central Asia? How are Middle Eastern stakeholders’ views of China affected by the new
initiatives? How does China’s increasing involvement in the Middle East/West Asia affect other
regional powers with ambitions in the region, notably Russia? The book also considers the
impact of China’s increasing presence on individual countries, including Saudi Arabia and
Israel.
"U.S. policy toward the Middle East has relied heavily on military instruments of power and has
focused on regional threats--particularly the Iranian threat--with the goal of keeping partners on
"our side." These long-standing policies have largely fallen short of meeting core U.S. interests
and adapting to new regional realities and strategic imperatives. RAND researchers offer an
alternative framework, suggesting that the U.S. strategic priority must center on reducing
regional conflict and the drivers of conflict. This revised strategic approach puts a greater focus
on addressing conflict and socioeconomic challenges that are creating unsustainable
pressures on the region's states and immense suffering among its people. Researchers
analyze how the tools of U.S. policy--political, security, economic, diplomatic, and informational
instruments--would need to adjust to more effectively address such challenges in ways that are
mindful of limited resources at home. Researchers also examine how the United States deals
with both partners and adversaries in and outside the region and consider how to better
leverage policies to the benefit of U.S. interests and the region. The researchers recommend
specific actions organized into the following three pillars: (1) shifting resources from the current
heavy reliance on military tools to a more balanced approach that prioritizes economic
investments, governance, diplomacy, and programs focused on people; (2) favoring a long-
term time horizon to reduce regional conflict and support growth and development, even at the
cost of short-term risks; and (3) working multilaterally with global and regional partners to
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address key challenges." -- from the publisher.
The Code of Federal Regulations is a codification of the general and permanent rules
published in the Federal Register by the Executive departments and agencies of the United
States Federal Government.
What are Beijing’s objectives towards the developing world and how they have evolved and
been pursued over time? Featuring contributions by recognized experts, China Steps Out
analyzes and explains China’s strategies in Southeast Asia, Central Asia, South Asia, Africa,
Middle East, and Latin America, and evaluates their effectiveness. This book explains how
other countries perceive and respond to China’s growing engagement and influence. Each
chapter is informed by the functionally organized academic literature and addresses a uniform
set of questions about Beijing’s strategy. Using a regional approach, the authors are able to
make comparisons among regions based on their economic, political, military, and social
characteristics, and consider the unique features of Chinese engagement in each region and
the developing world as a whole. China Steps Out will be of great interest to students and
scholars of Chinese foreign policy, comparative political economy, and international relations.
Ibn Battúta was a geographer and traveller who spent decades roaming distant lands; these
are his journeys, translated to English by celebrated scholar H.A.R. Gibb. Travelling in the 14th
century, Ibn Battúta details a variety of world cultures and regions. Originally born in Morocco,
the author traversed the Middle East, Spain, Africa, and vast swathes of Asia including India,
Southeast Asia and China. In doing so, he met several local rulers, to whom he described his
quest to explore and record his sights. Some of his hosts were generous, others not so, and a
few even sought to betroth Battúta. At times in danger from bandits or militaries, at times
marveling at the ancient cities and cultural majesties of nations, Ibn Battúta was an adventurer
and writer of supreme capacity. Darker themes however also emerge; the shocking toll of the
Black Death in 1347-1351 is related in somber detail. Modern scholars, while acknowledging
Ibn Battúta's contribution to understandings of Medieval cultures, consider some of his
journeys to be exaggerated or fabricated. The differences in tone between parts of the text - at
times intimately anecdotal, at times brief, detached or scholarly - are cited in support of these
ideas. Despite the doubts surrounding his journeys, Battúta remains a source cited by
historians and a significant figure in history.
China and Pakistan, India’s two most powerful neighbours, share an ‘all-weather’ relationship
that is as reputed for its depth as it is layered in secrecy. Based on years of research and
interviews, Andrew Small has put together the story of China and Pakistan’s growing, and in
parts troubled, friendship. The China-Pakistan Axis is essential to understanding the economic,
political and security map of Asia, especially India’s neighbourhood. It explains Beijing’s
extraordinary support to Pakistan’s nuclear programme and defence planning, their strategic
cooperation on India, the United States and Afghanistan, and the implications for counter-
terrorism efforts. A special chapter for this Indian edition brings the book up to date on China’s
involvement in the Taliban talks.
"This handbook brings together a mix of established and emerging international scholars to
provide valuable analytical insights as to how China's growing Middle East presence affects
intra-regional development, trade, security, and diplomacy. As the largest extra-regional
economic actor in the Middle East, China is the biggest source of foreign direct investment into
the region and the largest trading partner for most Middle Eastern states. This portends a
larger role in political and security affairs, as the value of Chinese assets combined with a
growing expatriate population in the region demand a more proactive role in contributing to
regional order. Exploring the effect of these developments, the expert contributors also
consider the reverberations in great power politics, as the U.S.A., Russia, India, Japan, and the
European Union also have considerable interests in the region. The book is divided into four
sections: historical and policy context state and regional case studies trade and development
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international relations, security and diplomacy"--
The Red Star and the Crescent provides an in-depth and multi-disciplinary analysis of the
evolving relationship between China and the Middle East. Despite its increasing importance,
very few studies have examined this dynamic, deepening, and multi-faceted nexus. James
Reardon- Anderson has sought to fill this critical gap. The volume examines the "big picture" of
international relations, then zooms in on case studies and probes the underlying domestic
factors on each side. Reardon- Anderson tackles topics as diverse as China's security strategy
in the Middle East, its military relations with the states of the region, its role in the Iran nuclear
negotiations, the Uyghur question, and the significance and consequences of the Silk Road
strategy. A comprehensive study of the changing forces driving one of the world's most
important strategic, economic and cultural relationships
When the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) seized power in October 1949 China was one of
the poorest nations in the world. In fact, it was so weak it had been conquered by Japan, a
country one-tenth its size, a decade earlier. Now, more than fifty years later, the People's
Republic of China (PRC) is an emerging economic, political, and military superpower with the
world's fastest growing economy and largest population (1.3 billion in 2005). A member of the
United Nations Security Council since the early 1970s and a nuclear power, China wields
enormous influence in the world community. The second edition of the Historical Dictionary of
the People's Republic of China contains more than 400 cross-referenced dictionary entries on
individual topics spanning China's political, economic, and social system along with short
biographies on important figures_from politicians to writers and movie directors_who have
shaped Chinese history during the period of Communist rule from 1949 to 2006.
Supplementing the entries are a chronology, an introduction, charts outlining the structure of
the Chinese government, and a bibliography of works in English, making this a superb
resource for college and high school students needing a quick reference on contemporary
China.
Rekindling the Strong State in Russia and China offers a thorough analysis of the profound
regeneration of the State and its external projection in Russia and China. The book is an
essential guide to understand the deep changes of these countries and their global aspirations.
This book examines how the rise of China has influenced its cross-regional foreign policy
toward non-Arab countries in the Middle East between 2001 and 2011. Analyzing
contemporary international crises in the Middle East such as the Iran nuclear crisis, the
Palestinian–Israeli conflict, and the Cyprus question, the volume draws on daily newspapers
published in Chinese, Turkish, and English and official documents as primary sources. The
examined period is critical to understand China’s aggressive and more attractive foreign policy
dynamism in the following years. All the bilateral relations China has developed in the Middle
East during these years was a preparation for the next big step toward China’s rising influence
in the region and the world. Utilizing the framework of debates on the rise of China in
international relations literature, the volume focuses on political, economic, and military
aspects of the power transition. Claiming that China’s foreign policy toward the Middle East
can be defined as "active pragmatism," the "non-Arab" conceptualization provides a new
understanding of China’s traditional Middle Eastern foreign policies. The study assesses
fieldwork carried out in Beijing and Shanghai, and Chinese sources that are critical in
understanding both official and academic perspectives. The book is a key resource for
students, academics and analysts interested in China and the Middle East relations, foreign
policy, and politics, as well as for contemporary political historians.
While traditionally powerful Western economies are treading water at best, beset by crises in
banking, housing, and employment, industrial growth and economic development are
exploding in China and India. The world's two most populous nations are the biggest reasons
for Asia's growing footprint on other global regions. The increasing size and impact of that
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footprint are especially important in the Middle East, an economic, religious, and geopolitical
linchpin. The East Moves West details the growing interdependence of the Middle East and
Asia and projects the likely ramifications of this evolving relationship. It also examines the role
of Pakistan, Japan, and South Korea in the region. Geoffrey Kemp, a longtime analyst of global
security and political economy, compares and contrasts Indian and Chinese involvement in the
Middle East. He stresses an embedded historical dimension that gives India substantially more
familiarity and interest in the region—India was there first, and it has maintained that head start.
Both nations, however, are clearly on the rise and leaving an indelible mark on the Middle
East, and that enhanced influence has international ramifications for the United States and
throughout the world. Does the emergence of these Asian giants—with their increasingly huge
need for energy—strengthen the case for cooperative security, particularly in the maritime
arena? After all, safe and open sea-lanes remain an essential component of mutually
beneficial intercontinental trade, making India and China increasingly dependent on safe
passage of oil tankers. Or will we see reversion to more traditional competition and even
conflict, given that the major Asian powers themselves have so many unresolved problems
and that the future of the U.S. presence in the area is uncertain. Kemp believes the United
States will remain the dominant military power in the region but will have to share some
security responsibilities with the Asians, especially in the Indian Ocean.
China is building a New Silk Road that runs through the heartland of the Muslim world,
promising it will create integrated economies and stronger ties across Eurasia and Africa.
Robert R. Bianchi argues that while China has the financial and technical resources to
accomplish its infrastructure goals, it is woefully unprepared to deal with the social and political
demands of its partner countries' citizens. China and the Islamic World explores how China's
leaders and citizens are learning-through their relationships with Pakistan, Turkey, Indonesia,
Iran, Nigeria and Egypt-that they have to respect and adjust to the aspirations of ordinary
people throughout the Islamic world, not just cater to the narrow band of government and
business elites. Bianchi demonstrates that turbulent countries along the New Silk Road are
likely to transform Chinese society at least as much as China changes them. This realization
will be deeply unsettling for China's authoritarian rulers, who desperately want to monopolize
power domestically. The party and state bosses have responded to challenges with a
contradictory blend of flexibility abroad and rigidity at home, compromising with popular
demands in one country after another while refusing to negotiate many of the same issues with
their own citizens. This book shows how China faces a growing struggle to maintain their
double-sided statecraft as it becomes apparent that the New Silk Road is not a one way street.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 “[A] sweeping and authoritative history" (The New
York Times Book Review), Black Wave is an unprecedented and ambitious examination of
how the modern Middle East unraveled and why it started with the pivotal year of 1979. Kim
Ghattas seamlessly weaves together history, geopolitics, and culture to deliver a gripping read
of the largely unexplored story of the rivalry between between Saudi Arabia and Iran, born from
the sparks of the 1979 Iranian revolution and fueled by American policy. With vivid story-telling,
extensive historical research and on-the-ground reporting, Ghattas dispels accepted truths
about a region she calls home. She explores how Sunni Saudi Arabia and Shia Iran, once
allies and twin pillars of US strategy in the region, became mortal enemies after 1979. She
shows how they used and distorted religion in a competition that went well beyond geopolitics.
Feeding intolerance, suppressing cultural expression, and encouraging sectarian violence from
Egypt to Pakistan, the war for cultural supremacy led to Iran’s fatwa against author Salman
Rushdie, the assassination of countless intellectuals, the birth of groups like Hezbollah in
Lebanon, the September 11th terrorist attacks, and the rise of ISIS. Ghattas introduces us to a
riveting cast of characters whose lives were upended by the geopolitical drama over four
decades: from the Pakistani television anchor who defied her country’s dictator, to the
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Egyptian novelist thrown in jail for indecent writings all the way to the murder of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul in 2018. Black Wave is both an intimate
and sweeping history of the region and will significantly alter perceptions of the Middle East.
This manuscript examines relations between China and the Middle East in historical context. It
highlights some of the most important events that characterize the ties between China and the
Middle East, and examines their relationship in key areas that include energy, trade, arms
sales, culture and politics. The centre of China's relations with Israel is arms sales and
advanced technology, while the core of Sino-Saudi relations is oil. Iran and China are tied with
deep historical, civilizational, cultural and political relations, but China's current interests in Iran
centre on oil. Relations between China and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) centre on trade.
The UAE serve as a primary hub for Chinese business corporations not only in the Gulf or the
wider Middle East, but also in Africa and the world. China's relations with Algeria have been
based on political co-ordination since the early days of the Algerian War of Independence and
the early days of the People's Republic of China. China provided Algeria with political,
diplomatic and military support to accomplish its national liberation from France. Since then,
their partnership has developed. Finally, the book develops a tridimensional approach in which
China's ties with Middle Eastern countries are viewed as an outcome of interaction between
three actors in each situation. The book reaches the conclusion that China's national interests
in the Middle East are only increasing, and it is anticipated that Sino-Middle Eastern relations
and strategic partnerships will be enhanced in the near future, provided that China is not
perceived as undermining the Arab Spring. Key Features Offers an in-depth analysis of
Chinese-Middle Eastern relations Assists students and scholars in understanding the
uniqueness of the Chinese model of engagement in the Middle East Explains why most Middle
Easterners prefer China's engagement to Western engagement Explores the future of Sino-
Middle Eastern relations
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