Access Free China S Urban Housing Revolution

China S Urban Housing Revolution
Originally published in 1985, Urbanisation in China is based on extensive original research and fieldwork, considers the
whole problem of urbanisation in China. Starting with an outline of the pre-communist legacy, the author traces
population changes and urban growth throughout the communist period, assesses policies aimed at restricting urban
growth and contrasts the reality of urban China with the image the authorities have tried to project. The policy changes
that occurred following the death of Mao are analysed and concludes with a consideration of likely developments up to
the end of the century.
China has, since 1976, been enmeshed in an extraordinary program of renewal and reform. The obvious changes—the Tshirts, blue jeans, makeup and jewelry worn by Chinese youth; the disco music blaring from radios and loudspeakers on
Chinese streets; the television antennas mushrooming from both urban apartment complexes and suburban peasant
housing; the bustling free markets selling meat, vegetables and clothing in China's major cities—reflect a fundamental shift
in the government's policy toward the economy and political life. Although doubts about the long-term commitment to
reform arose after the student protests in December 1986 and the dismissal of Party General Secretary Hu Yaobang in
January 1987, the scope of reform has been so broad and the pace of change so rapid, that the post-Mao era fully
warrants Den Xiaoping's description of it as the "second revolution" undertaken by the Chinese Communist Party.
China's Urban Christians: A Light at Cannot Be Hidden looks at how massive urbanization is redrawing not only the
geographic and social landscape of China, but in the process is transforming China's growing church as well. The
purpose of this book is toexplore how Christians in China perceive the challenges posed by their new urban context and
to examine their proposed means of responding to these challenges. Although not primarily political in nature, these
challenges nonetheless illustrate the complex interplay between China's Christian community and the Chinese partystate as it comes to terms with the continued growth and increasing prominence of Christianity in modern China.
Denounced as parasitical under Chairman Mao and devalued by the norms of traditional Chinese ethics, the city now
functions as a site of individual and collective identity in China. Cities envelop the countryside, not only geographically
and demographically but also in terms of cultural impact. Robin Visser illuminates the cultural dynamics of three decades
of radical urban development in China. Interpreting fiction, cinema, visual art, architecture, and urban design, she
analyzes how the aesthetics of the urban environment have shaped the emotions and behavior of people and cultures,
and how individual and collective images of and practices in the city have produced urban aesthetics. By relating the built
environment to culture, Visser situates postsocialist Chinese urban aesthetics within local and global economic and
intellectual trends. In the 1980s, writers, filmmakers, and artists began to probe the contradictions in China’s
urbanization policies and rhetoric. Powerful neorealist fiction, cinema, documentaries, paintings, photographs,
performances, and installations contrasted forms of glittering urban renewal with the government’s inattention to a livable
urban infrastructure. Narratives and images depicting the melancholy urban subject came to illustrate ethical quandaries
raised by urban life. Visser relates her analysis of this art to major transformations in urban planning under global
neoliberalism, to the development of cultural studies in the Chinese academy, and to ways that specific cities, particularly
Beijing and Shanghai, figure in the cultural imagination. Despite the environmental and cultural destruction caused by
China’s neoliberal policies, Visser argues for the emergence of a new urban self-awareness, one that offers creative
resolutions for the dilemmas of urbanism through new forms of intellectual engagement in society and nascent forms of
civic governance.
More than twenty-one years have passed since Deng Xiaoping started economic reforms in 1978. Since then significant
social changes have occurred in China. Despite the lack of major changes in its political system, China has experienced
and sustained rapid economic growth and a profound transformation of social and economic institutions far beyond the
initial scope of the reforms. Before 1978, China had no room for private business and different political opinions. The
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party was in the hands of revolutionary veterans with little education. The centrally
planned economy guaranteed state workers permanent employment and social security. The pattern of income
distribution was characterised by egalitarianism. China in the Reform Era covers a wide spectrum of issues that have
emerged in China in the 1990s, ranging from China's impetus for reforming state enterprises to the emergence of selfhelp organisations of people with disability in urban China.
This collection of critical surveys provides readers with a range of up-to-date work from leading scholars in the area,
writing on some of the key issues facing China, as they survey the present and future challenges of the Chinese
economy Nine papers provide detailed discussion on key aspects of the past, present and future of the Chinese economy
Leaders in their relevant fields of scholarship tackle some of the critical issues facing China Contributors identify common
themes, including the household registration system, urbanization, demographic transition, inequality and the
sustainability of economic growth Articles provide a critical review of the literature and discuss policy implications and
areas for future research
Written specifically to match the Higher for CfE syllabus offered by the Scottish Qualifications Authority for examination
from 2015 onwards, International Issues covers three of the world powers that students may choose to study in this unit
of the course (the United States of America, the Republic of South Africa and the People's Republic of China), along with
Development Issues in Africa and Global Security.
A timely and thorough analysis of the rapid urban growth in China.
A comprehensive study of contemporary memories of China's revolutionary epoch, from the time of Japanese imperialism through
the Cultural Revolution. This volume examines the memories of a range of social groups, including disenfranchised workers and
rural women, who have often been neglected in scholarship.
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By 2025, China will have built fifteen new 'supercities' each with 25 million inhabitants. It will have created 250 'Eco-cities' as well:
clean, green, car-free, people-friendly, high-tech urban centres. From the edge of an impending eco-catastrophe, we are arguably
witnessing history's greatest environmental turnaround - an urban experiment that may provide valuable lessons for cities
worldwide. Whether or not we choose to believe the hype – there is little doubt that this is an experiment that needs unpicking,
understanding, and learning from. Austin Williams, The Architectural Review's China correspondent, explores the progress and
perils of China's vast eco-city program, describing the complexities which emerge in the race to balance the environment with
industrialisation, quality with quantity, and the liberty of the individual with the authority of the Chinese state. Lifting the lid on the
economic and social realities of the Chinese blueprint for eco-modernisation, Williams tells the story of China's rise, and reveals
the pragmatic, political and economic motives that lurk behind the successes and failures of its eco-cities. Will these new kinds of
urban developments be good, humane, healthy places? Can China find a 'third way' in which humanity, nature, economic growth
and sustainability are reconciled? And what lessons can we learn for our own vision of the urban future? This is a timely and
readable account which explores a range of themes – environmental, political, cultural and architectural – to show how the eco-city
program sheds fascinating light on contemporary Chinese society, and provides a lens through which to view the politics of
sustainability closer to home.
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the most recent development of Chinese cities. It discusses a broad range of
subjects of urban planning, including environmental planning, transportation planning, historical preservation, economic
development, geographic information systems (GIS) and other technological applications. China, the most populous country in the
world, has experienced unprecedented urbanization in a relatively short period. During the past decades, urbanization in China
has centered on land development through industrialization and investment, but it has largely ignored the prosperity and well-being
of the people. Livable cities are not just those with magnificent buildings and infrastructure; they are great places where people
want to live. China’s recently inaugurated leaders have proposed a new model to actively and prudently enhance the quality of
urbanization through compact, intelligent, and low-carbon development. It symbolizes the departure from land-centered urban
development to a form of people-oriented urbanization, as China’s Premier, Li Keqiang, has advocated. This new model offers a
platform for planning researchers and practitioners to tackle urbanization challenges, such as social equity, environment, energy,
ecological and historic preservation, affordable housing, and externalities of mega cities. Furthermore, people-oriented
urbanization calls for public participation and stakeholder engagement in the planning process. This book brings together planners,
designers, scholars, scientists, and government officials from China and all over the world to exchange ideas on urban
regeneration.
Social Stratification in Contemporary China raises and debates major sociological issues of modern and present-day China from a
historical perspective. Such topics as “equality and inequality"and “acceptability of defined inequality"have been dealt with in a
broad historical context since 1949 when the People’s Republic was founded. The work is widely accepted as one of the most
important studies trying to clarify the difficult perceptions of policy of reform and opening up that was formulated and implemented
in the early 1980s in China. Professor Li Qiang is one of the leading sociologists in China.
In this pioneering study of contemporary Chinese urban form, Duanfang Lu provides an analysis of how Chinese society
constructed itself through the making and remaking of its built environment. She shows that as China’s quest for modernity
created a perpetual scarcity as both a social reality and a national imagination, the realization of planning ideals was postponed.
The work unit – the socialist enterprise or institute – gradually developed from workplace to social institution which integrated work,
housing and social services. The Chinese city achieved a unique geography made up in large part of self-contained work units.
Remaking Chinese Urban Form provides an important reference for academics and students conducting research on China. It will
be a key source for courses on Asia in architecture, urban planning, geography, sociology and anthropology, at both the graduate
and undergraduate level. The insightful yet accessible introduction to urban China will also be of interest to architects, urban
designers and planners – as well as general audience who wish to learn about contemporary Chinese society.
From Britain’s ‘Generation Rent’ to Hong Kong’s notorious ‘cage homes’, societies around the world are facing a housing crisis
of unprecedented proportions. The social consequences have been profound, with a lack of affordable housing resulting in
overcrowding, homelessness, broken families and, in many countries, a sharp decline in fertility. In Broken Cities, Deborah Potts
offers a provocative new perspective on the global housing crisis arguing that the problem lies mainly with demand rather than
supply. Potts shows how market-set rates of pay and incomes for vast numbers of households in the world’s largest cities in the
global South and North are simply too low to rent or buy any housing that is legal, planned and decent. As the influence of free
market economics has increased, the situation has worsened. Potts argues that the crisis needs radical solutions. With the world
becoming increasingly urbanized, this book provides a timely and urgent account of one of the most pressing social challenges of
the 21st century. Exploring the effects of the housing crisis across the global North and South, Broken Cities is a warning of the
greater crises to come if these issues are not addressed.
This wide-ranging collection of essays by leading sociologists on the new consumerism of post-economic-reform China is an
important contribution to our understanding of Chinese society and culture.
Today, the increasing mobility of capital, people and information has changed the space relations of urban societies. Contractual
relations have increased in every field of social life: in the economic field, but also in the political, and in creative and scientific
areas. Contracts are not only legal frameworks or economic aggregates of individuals, but socially embedded forms. The concept
of urban contract proposed in this book combines the theoretical body of economic-juridical literature on the contract with that of
historical-anthropological and socio-spatial literature on the city. Through a diverse range of ten city case studies, The Urban
Contract compares European, North-American and Asian Urban Contracts. It concludes with a theoretical proposal for
understanding the deep dialectical nature of Contract Cities: their reciprocity and competition, their dual trend towards growth and
decay, their cyclical nature as agents of change and disruption of the social forms of urbanity.
China is the most rapidly urbanizing nation in the world, with an urban population that may well reach one billion within a generation. Over the
past 25 years, surging economic growth has propelled a construction boom unlike anything the world has ever seen, radically transforming
both city and countryside in its wake. The speed and scale of China's urban revolution challenges nearly all our expectations about
architecture, urbanism and city planning. China's ambition to be a major player on the global stage is written on the skylines of every major
city. This is a nation on the rise, and it is building for the record books. China is now home to some of the world's tallest skyscrapers and
biggest shopping malls; the longest bridges and largest airport; the most expansive theme parks and gated communities and even the world's
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largest skateboard park. And by 2020 China's national network of expressways will exceed in length even the American interstate highway
system. China's construction industry, employing a workforce equal to the population of California, has been erecting billions of square feet of
housing and office space every year. But such extensive development has also meant demolition on a scale unprecedented in the peacetime
history of the world. Nearly all of Beijing's centuries-old cityscape has been bulldozed in recent years, and redevelopment in Shanghai has
displaced more families than 30 years of urban renewal in the United States. China's cities are also rapidly sprawling across the landscape,
churning precious farmland into a landscape of superblock housing estates and single-family subdivisions laced with highways and big-box
malls. In a mere generation, China's cities have undergone a metamorphosis that took 150 years to complete in the United States. The
Concrete Dragon: China's Urban Revolution and What it Means for the World sheds light on this extraordinary chapter in world urban history.
The book surveys the driving forces behind the great Chinese building boom, traces the historical precedents and global flows of ideas and
information that are fusing to create a bold new Chinese cityscape, and considers the social and environmental impacts of China's urban
future. The Concrete Dragon provides a critical overview of contemporary Chinese urbanization in light of both China's past as well as earlier
episodes of rapid urban development elsewhere in the world--especially that of the United States, a nation that itself once set global records
for the speed and scale of its urban ambitions.
Based on a 1987 conference on urban development at the Centre for Urban Planning and Development at Hong Kong University.
With urbanism becoming the key driver of socio-economic change in China, this book provides much needed up-to-date material on Chinese
urban development. Demonstrating how it transcends the centrally-planned model of economic growth, and assessing the extent to which it
has gone beyond the common wisdom of Chinese ‘gradualism’, the book covers a wide range of important topics, including: local land
development the local state private-public partnership foreign investment urbanization ageing home ownership. Providing a clear appraisal of
recent trends in Chinese urbanism, this book puts forward important new conceptual resources to fill the gap between the outdated model of
the ‘Third World’ city and the globalizing cities of the West.
This book examines the law reforms of contemporary China in light of the Party-state’s ideological transformation and the political economy
that shapes these reforms. This involves analysing three interrelated domains: law reform, power and wealth. The contributors to this volume
employ a variety of perspectives and analytical techniques in their discussion of key themes including: commercial law reform and its
governance of wealth and regulation of economic activity; the influence and authority of the Party-state over China’s economic activity; and
the influence of wealth and the wealthy in economic governance and legal reform. Utilizing an interdisciplinary approach, this book presents
analytical perspectives of new work, or new lines of thinking about the new wealth, power and law reforms of China. As such, critical
boundaries are explored between legal and financial reforms and what these reforms signify about deeper ideological, economic, social and
cultural transformations in China. The book concludes by asking whether there is a ‘China model’ of development which will produce a
unique variety of capitalism and indigenous variant of rule of law, and examining the ‘winners and losers’ in the transition from a centrally
planned economy to a market economy. Law, Wealth and Power in China will be of interest to students and academics of comparative law,
Asian law, Chinese economics and politics, Chinese Studies, as well as professionals in investment banking, finance and government.
In recent decades, China has used urbanization as an economic development tool to reconstruct the country's traditional institutions, culture,
and society. The downside of these many changes is that they have presented the country's government with a massive challenge: how can
it maintain basic stability? China's Urban Future and the Quest for Stability examines the complexities of Chinese cities. Together, the essays
in this book explore how the relatively recent onset of urbanization has altered the country, and how that experience is similar to and distinct
from developments in other times and places. Each chapter analyzes one facet of China's transformation, focusing on three main themes:
urbanization and the rapid growth of Chinese cities; mobility, in both the abstract and the literal sense; and marginalization, evidenced by
growing residential segregation in cities and diminishing access to education, health care, and jobs. Underlying these themes is the issue of
governance – the systems by which a state attempts to maintain control and achieve its ends, often in ways that differ significantly from what
one might expect. An up-to-date, concise, and multidisciplinary collection, China's Urban Future and the Quest for Stability discusses the
social, economic, and political forces at work in the urbanization of a modern superpower.
China’s rapid urbanization has restructured the great socialist cities Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou into mega cities that embrace global
capitalism. This book focuses on the urban transformations of these three cities: Beijing is the nation’s political and cultural capital; Shanghai
is the economic and financial powerhouse; and Guangzhou is the capital of Guangdong Province and the regional center of south China. All
are historical cities with rich imperial, colonial, and regional heritages, and all have been drastically transformed in the last six decades. This
book examines the cities’ continuous urban legacies since 1949 in relation to state governance, economic reforms, and cultural production.
By adopting local historical perspectives, it offers more nuanced accounts of the current urban change than the modernization/globalization
paradigm and conceptualizes the change in the context of the cities’ socialist, colonial, and imperial legacies. Specifically, Samuel Y. Liang
offers an overview of the urban planning and territorial expansion of the great cities since 1949; explores the production and consumption of
urban housing, its spatial forms, media representations, and socio-political implications; and examines the state-led redevelopment of old
urban cores and residential neighborhoods, and the urban conservation movement. Remaking China’s Great Cities will be of great interest to
students and scholars working across a range of fields including Chinese studies, Chinese culture and society, urban studies and
architecture.
As China is transformed, relations between society, the state, and the city have become central. The Great Urban Transformation
investigates what is happening in cities, the urban edges, and the rural fringe in order to explain these relations. In the inner city of major
metropolitan centers, municipal governments battle high-ranking state agencies to secure land rents from redevelopment projects, while
residents mobilize to assert property and residential rights. At the urban edge, as metropolitan governments seek to extend control over their
rural hinterland through massive-scale development projects, villagers strategize to profit from the encroaching property market. At the rural
fringe, township leaders become brokers of power and property between the state bureaucracy and villages, while large numbers of peasants
are dispossessed, dispersed, and deterritorialized, and their mobilizational capacity is consequently undermined. The Great Urban
Transformation explores these issues, and provides an integrated analysis of the city and the countryside, elite politics and grassroots
activism, legal-economic and socio-political issues of property rights, and the role of the state and the market in the property market.
Cities in China are extremely dynamic and experience high pressure to grow, transform and adapt. But in what directions, on what basis and
to which goals? The authors and their team have researched the intensive transformation processes of about twenty-five neighborhood
communities that were created in Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen, and Suzhou in the last 30 years, ranging from inner-city to peripheral areas,
starting from planning and leading up to user satisfaction studies. This in-depth overview on neighborhood typology and development in
China follows the book Emergent Architectural Territories in East Asian Cities by Peter Rowe, who is among the world’s best scholars on
urban transformation in East Asia, together with his colleagues Ann Forsyth and Har Ye Kan.

Developing countries may not have full-fledged welfare states like those we find in Europe, but certainly they have welfare state
systems. For comparative social policy research the term "welfare state systems" has many advantages, as there are numerous
different types/models of welfare state systems around the world. This path-breaking book, edited by Christian Aspalter, brings
together leading experts to discuss social policy in 25 countries/regions around the world. From the most advanced welfare state
systems in Scandinavia and Western Central Europe to the developing powers of Brazil, China, India, Russia, Mexico and
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Indonesia, each country-specific chapter provides a historical overview, discusses major characteristics of the welfare state
system, analyzes country-specific problems, as well as critical current and future trends for further discussions, while also
providing one additional major focal point/issue for greater in-depth analysis. This book breaks new ground in ideal-typical welfare
regime theory, identifying now in total 10 worlds of welfare capitalism. It provides broad perspectives on critical challenges which
welfare state systems in the developing and developed world alike must address now and in the future. It will be of great interest to
all scholars and students of social policy, social development, development and health economists, public policy, health policy,
sociology, social work and social policy makers and administrators. This book is a reference book for researchers and social policy
administrators; it can also serve as a textbook for courses on comparative social policy, international social policy and international
social development.
This comprehensive volume analyzes Chinese birth policies and population developments from the founding of the People's
Republic to the 2000 census. The main emphasis is on China's 'Hardship Number One Under Heaven': the highly controversial
one-child campaign, and the violent clash between family strategies and government policies it entails. Birth Control in China
1949-2000 documents an agonizing search for a way out of predicament and a protracted inner Party struggle, a massive effort for
social engineering and grinding problems of implementation. It reveals how birth control in China is shaped by political, economic
and social interests, bureaucratic structures and financial concerns. Based on own interviews and a wealth of new statistics,
surveys and documents, Thomas Scharping also analyzes how the demographics of China have changed due to birth control
policies, and what the future is likely to hold. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of modern China, Asian studies
and the social sciences.
By 2030, China's cities will be home to 1 billion people - one in every eight people on earth. What kind of lives will China's urban
billion lead? And what will China's cities be like? Over the past thirty years, China's urban population expanded by 500 million
people, and is on track to swell by a further 300 million by 2030. Hundreds of millions of these new urban residents are rural
migrants, who lead second-class lives without access to urban benefits. Even those lucky citizens who live in modern tower blocks
must put up with clogged roads, polluted skies and cityscapes of unremitting ugliness. The rapid expansion of urban China is
astonishing, but new policies are urgently needed to create healthier cities. Combining on-the-ground reportage and up-to-date
research, this pivotal book explains why China has failed to reap many of the economic and social benefits of urbanization, and
suggests how these problems can be resolved. If its leaders get urbanization right, China will surpass the United States and
cement its position as the world's largest economy. But if they get it wrong, China could spend the next twenty years languishing in
middle-income torpor, its cities pockmarked by giant slums.
The volumes in this set, originally published between 1940 and 1994, draw together research by leading academics in the area of
welfare and the welfare state, and provide a rigorous examination of related key issues. The volumes examine welfare policy,
equality, poverty, class, government, social policy, unemployment, and social services, whilst also exploring the general principles
and practices of welfare and the welfare state in various countries. This set will be of particular interest to students of sociology,
health, and political studies respectively.
This book examines how urban China is experiencing the shift from a planned to a market economy.
The development of modern urban housing in China over the past 160 years is examined in this unique volume for the first time.
From the beginnings of China's modernization after the Opium Wars to the latest trends adopted after the market reforms of the
1980s, this publication offers a broad overview of the developments in building construction and design. Extensively illustrated and
written by a team of Chinese and Western experts, it is a must-have for anyone interested in the architecture of China. Urban
housing in China is one of the most important components of China's modernization, industrialization, and urbanization. The period
from 1840 to 2000 saw great changes in Chinese policy and society and is discussed in three stages: the modernization of China's
semi-feudal, semi-colonial society, the rise of publicly owned housing under socialism in the People's Republic of China, and the
rapid growth of a new market economy under Deng Xiaoping in the late 1970s. When examining changes in urban housing types,
the authors take into account not only conventional architectural history, but also underlying political, economic, social,
technological, and cultural forces. The result is a complete picture of the history of modern urban housing in China based on
extensive literature and numerous field studies.
Recent rapid housing market expansion in China is presenting new challenges for policy makers, planners, business people, and
citizens. Now that housing in middle-income China is driven by consumer choices and is no longer dominated by state policy
decisions, housing policy issues in Chinese cities are becoming increasingly similar to those encountered in other global housing
markets. With soaring prices and imbalances in housing supply favoring high income groups and housing demand driven by rising
inequality in household incomes, many middle and lower-income households face worsening choices in terms of the quality and
location of their housing as well as greater financial difficulties, which together can have negative implications for standards of
public health. This book examines the impact of these changes on the general population, as well as on aspiring homeowners and
developers. The contributors look at the effect on the widening of wealth gaps, slower economic growth, and threats to political
and social stability. Though focusing on China, the editors also present discussions of specific policy design challenges
encountered in Australia, Japan, Korea, the Netherlands, the Nordic countries, Singapore, Taiwan, the UK, and the US. This book
would be of interest to housing policy makers, as well as academics who are studying the social and political effects of the
Chinese housing market.
This powerful study opens a critical perspective on the slow death of socialism and the rebirth of capitalism in the world's most
dynamic and populous country. Based on remarkable fieldwork and extensive interviews in Chinese textile, apparel, machinery,
and household appliance factories, Against the Law dissects the world of Chinese workers today and finds a rising tide of labor
unrest mostly hidden from the world's attention. Intense working-class agitation is being spurred by massive unemployment of
Mao's socialist proletariat in the northern rustbelt and by the exploitation of millions of young workers in the southern sunbelt.
Providing a broad comparative political and economic analysis of the vast mosaic of this labor struggle together with
unprecedented fine-grained ethnographic detail, the book portrays the multi-faceted humanity of the Chinese working class as
their stories unfold in bankrupt state factories and global sweatshops, in crowded dormitories and remote villages, at heroic
moments of street protests as well as in quiet disenchantment with the corrupt officialdom and the fledgling legal system.
This book offers a unique historical documentation of the development of the ambitious religious entrepreneurism by leaders of the
Early Rain church (and later Western China Presbytery leadership), in an effort to gain social influence in China through local
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institution-building and global public image management. It unravels the social processes of how this Christian community with a
public image of defending religious freedom in China was undermined by an internal loss of moral authority. Based on publicly
available texts from Chinese social media that aren’t readily available in the West as well as in-depth interviews, it is framed by
existing scholarship in social theories of the public sphere, charismatic domination in social transition, and the role of power in
organizational behaviour. These churches’ stories show how Christianity, which has long been politically marginalized in
communist China, has not only adapted and challenged the socio-political status quo, but how it was also ironically shaped by the
political culture. This is an insightful and critical ethnographic study of one of modern China’s most famous house churches. As
such, it will be of great interest to scholars of Religion in China as well as those working in Religious Studies, Asian studies,
Chinese studies, and Mission Studies more generally.
Recent decades have seen Chinas domestic consumption in sectors such as food, housing, health care, education and travel
greatly increase. This important book assesses Chinas current food consumption trends and the outlook for its future needs of
suc
The book embarks on the tasks to systematically analyze the macro background of the spatial patterns of China’s urban
development, the theoretical foundations and framework, and its changing trajectory. From a quantitative perspective, we attempt
to evaluate the rationale behind the spatial patterns of China’s urban development and systematically simulate the various
scenarios. From the simulation results, we propose the optimizing goals, priorities, models, and strategies for the spatial patterns
of China’s urban development. The work in this book attempts to provide constructive suggestions and potential strategies to
support the effort to optimize the spatial patterns of China’s urban development. It would be a valuable reference for planning
departments, development and reform committees, and science and technology administrative departments at various
governmental levels. It could also be a valuable addition to graduate students of urban planning, urban development, urban
geography and relevant disciplines.
The trajectory and logic of urban development in post-Mao China have been shaped and defined by the contention between
domestic and global capital, central and local state and social actors of different class status and endowment. This urban
transformation process of historic proportion entails new rules for distribution and negotiation, novel perceptions of citizenship, as
well as room for unprecedented spontaneity and creativity. Based on original research by leading experts, this book offers an
updated and nuanced analysis of the new logic of urban governance and its implications.
An examination of how the availability of low-end information and communication technology has provided a basis for the
emergence of a working-class network society in China. The idea of the “digital divide,” the great social division between
information haves and have-nots, has dominated policy debates and scholarly analysis since the 1990s. In Working-Class Network
Society, Jack Linchuan Qiu describes a more complex social and technological reality in a newly mobile, urbanizing China. Qiu
argues that as inexpensive Internet and mobile phone services become available and are closely integrated with the everyday
work and life of low-income communities, they provide a critical seedbed for the emergence of a new working class of “network
labor” crucial to China's economic boom. Between the haves and have-nots, writes Qiu, are the information “have-less”: migrants,
laid-off workers, micro-entrepreneurs, retirees, youth, and others, increasingly connected by cybercafés, prepaid service, and used
mobile phones. A process of class formation has begun that has important implications for working-class network society in China
and beyond. Qiu brings class back into the scholarly discussion, not as a secondary factor but as an essential dimension in our
understanding of communication technology as it is shaped in the vast, industrializing society of China. Basing his analysis on his
more than five years of empirical research conducted in twenty cities, Qiu examines technology and class, networked connectivity
and public policy, in the context of massive urban reforms that affect the new working class disproportionately. The transformation
of Chinese society, writes Qiu, is emblematic of the new technosocial reality emerging in much of the Global South.
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