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Tailor your screenplay to sell. Find out what Hollywood script readers, producers, and
studio executives want in a screenplay (and why) from someone who’s been there.
Discover what it takes to begin a lasting career as a screenwriter. Peppered with
interviews from established professionals, Writing for the Green Light: How to Make
Your Script the One Hollywood Notices gives you a sharp competitive edge by
showcasing dozens of everyday events that go on at the studios but are rarely if ever
discussed in most screenwriting books. With his behind-the-scenes perspective, Scott
Kirkpatrick shows you why the system works the way it does and how you can use its
unwritten rules to your advantage. He answers such questions as: Who actually reads
your script? How do you pique the interest of studios and decision makers? What do
agents, producers, and production companies need in a script? How much is a script
worth? What are the best genres for new writers and why? What are real steps you can
take to ‘break in’ to television writing? How do you best present or pitch a project
without looking desparate? How do you negotiate a contract without an agent? How do
you exude confidence and seal your first deal? These and other insights are sure to
give you and your screenplay a leg-up for success in this competitive landscape!
Re-issued for the 50th anniversary of the film of Chandler's novel 'The Big Sleep', this
homage to film noir is a visionary journey across a landscape of darkened bungalows,
decaying office blocks and sinister nightspots - an atmospheric tribute to both the writer
and his city. Contains over 150 photographs and extracts from Chandler's classic
detective fiction.
"Splendid. . . . This is among the finest films ever made about American politics."—The
New York Times "A brilliant, brawling epic. . . . Screenwriter Tony Kushner blows the
dust off history by investing it with flesh, blood, and churning purpose. . . . A great
American movie."?Rolling Stone A decade-long collaboration between three-time
Academy Award winner Steven Spielberg and Pulitzer Prize winner Tony Kushner, the
Academy Award-nominated screenplay of Lincoln is a revealing drama that focuses on
the sixteenth president's tumultuous final months in office. Having just won re-election
in a country divided, Abraham Lincoln pursues a course of action designed to end the
war, unite the country, and abolish slavery. With the moral courage and fierce
determination to succeed, his choices during this critical moment will change the fate of
America and generations to come. Containing eight pages of color photos from the film
and based in part on Doris Kearns Goodwin's critically acclaimed Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln, Lincoln is now a major motion picture by
DreamWorks starring three-time Academy Award winner Daniel Day-Lewis. Tony
Kushner's plays include Angels in America, Parts One and Two; A Bright Room Called
Day; Slavs!; Homebody/Kabul; Caroline, or Change, a musical with composer Jeanine
Tesori; and The Intelligent Homosexual's Guide to Capitalism and Socialism with a Key
to the Scriptures. He wrote the screenplays for Mike Nichols's film of Angels in America
and for Steven Spielberg's Munich. Kushner is the recipient of a Pultizer Prize, two
Tony Awards, three Obie Awards, two Evening Standard Awards, an Olivier Award, an
Emmy Award, and two Oscar nominations, among other honors. In 2008 he was the
first recipient of the Steinberg Distinguished Playwright Award.
Set in the midst of the bleak midwinter snow drifts of the American Midwest, Fargo is a
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story of murder and mayhem. Jerry Lundegaard plots the kidnapping of his wife to
rescue his precarious financial situation, but events career out of control when one of
the perpetrators he has hired to do the job goes haywire. In a senseless universe, it
falls to Marge Gunderson (chief of the Brainerd Police Department and the moral centre
of the film) to set things to rights. Like the Coen brothers' auspicious debut feature
Blood Simple, Fargo concerns itself with dirty deeds done for money, but the grimness
of the tales is alleviated by the laconic humour with which the characters greet their
fates. The intricacy of the plotting is executed with brillance, yet the writing also reveals
humanity at its core. Fargo was honoured with the Academy Award for Best Original
Screenplay of 1996.
"In Story screenwriting guru Robert McKee presents his powerful and much soughtafter knowledge in a comprehensive guide to the essentials of screenwriting and
storytelling." -- Methuen.
How to Write a Horror Movie is a close look at an always-popular (but often
disrespected) genre. It focuses on the screenplay and acts as a guide to bringing scary
ideas to cinematic life using examples from great (and some not-so-great) horror
movies. Author Neal Bell examines how the basic tools of the scriptwriter’s trade including structure, dialogue, humor, mood, characters, and pace – can work together
to embody personal fears that will resonate strongly on screen. Screenplay examples
include classic works such as 1943’s I Walked With A Zombie and recent terrifying
films that have given the genre renewed attention like writer/director Jordan Peele’s
critically acclaimed and financially successful Get Out. Since fear is universal, the book
considers films from around the world including the ‘found-footage’ [REC] from Spain
(2007), the Swedish vampire movie, Let The Right One In (2008) and the Persianlanguage film Under The Shadow (2016). The book provides insights into the
economics of horror-movie making, and the possible future of this versatile genre. It is
the ideal text for screenwriting students exploring genre and horror, and aspiring
scriptwriters who have an interest in horror screenplays.
A major collection by the preeminent Asian-American playwright.
A screenplay tells the story of a childless couple who decide to kidnap one of the
Arizona quintuplets and raise him as their own

A lifetime member of the Writer's Guild of America who has had three feature
films produced from his screenplays, Akers offers beginning writers the tools they
need to get their screenplay noticed.
Originally titled: Roger Corman: an unauthorized biography of the godfather of
indie filmmaking.
Since the seventies Paul Schrader has been hailed as one of America's most
gifted screenwriters. From his work with Martin Scorsese, such as The Last
Temptation of Christ and Raging Bull , to the films of his own direction, such as
Mishima and Affliction , Schrader has created a dark and affecting body of work
that has had a profound effect on cinematic storytelling. The works in this volume
represent some of his key moments as a writer and a director, including the script
for what is perhaps his crowning achievement: Taxi Driver -- one of the most
influential films of the seventies and an American classic.
"Much more than a page-turner. It’s the first essential work of cultural history of
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the new decade." —Charles Kaiser, The Guardian One of Publishers Weekly's
best books of 2021 The Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist and New York
Times–bestselling author of the behind-the-scenes explorations of the classic
American Westerns High Noon and The Searchers now reveals the history of the
controversial 1969 Oscar-winning film that signaled a dramatic shift in American
popular culture. Director John Schlesinger’s Darling was nominated for five
Academy Awards, and introduced the world to the transcendently talented Julie
Christie. Suddenly the toast of Hollywood, Schlesinger used his newfound clout
to film an expensive, Panavision adaptation of Far from the Madding Crowd.
Expectations were huge, making the movie’s complete critical and commercial
failure even more devastating, and Schlesinger suddenly found himself persona
non grata in the Hollywood circles he had hoped to conquer. Given his recent
travails, Schlesinger’s next project seemed doubly daring, bordering on foolish.
James Leo Herlihy’s novel Midnight Cowboy, about a Texas hustler trying to
survive on the mean streets of 1960’s New York, was dark and transgressive.
Perhaps something about the book’s unsparing portrait of cultural alienation
resonated with him. His decision to film it began one of the unlikelier
convergences in cinematic history, centered around a city that seemed, at first
glance, as unwelcoming as Herlihy’s novel itself. Glenn Frankel’s Shooting
Midnight Cowboy tells the story of a modern classic that, by all accounts, should
never have become one in the first place. The film’s boundary-pushing subject
matter—homosexuality, prostitution, sexual assault—earned it an X rating when it
first appeared in cinemas in 1969. For Midnight Cowboy, Schlesinger—who had
never made a film in the United States—enlisted Jerome Hellman, a producer
coming off his own recent flop and smarting from a failed marriage, and Waldo
Salt, a formerly blacklisted screenwriter with a tortured past. The decision to
shoot on location in New York, at a time when the city was approaching its gritty
nadir, backfired when a sanitation strike filled Manhattan with garbage fires and
fears of dysentery. Much more than a history of Schlesinger’s film, Shooting
Midnight Cowboy is an arresting glimpse into the world from which it emerged: a
troubled city that nurtured the talents and ambitions of the pioneering Polish
cinematographer Adam Holender and legendary casting director Marion
Dougherty, who discovered both Dustin Hoffman and Jon Voight and supported
them for the roles of “Ratso” Rizzo and Joe Buck—leading to one of the most
intensely moving joint performances ever to appear on screen. We follow Herlihy
himself as he moves from the experimental confines of Black Mountain College
to the theatres of Broadway, influenced by close relationships with Tennessee
Williams and Anaïs Nin, and yet unable to find lasting literary success. By turns
madcap and serious, and enriched by interviews with Hoffman, Voight, and
others, Shooting Midnight Cowboy: Art, Sex, Loneliness, Liberation, and the
Making of a Dark Classic is not only the definitive account of the film that
unleashed a new wave of innovation in American cinema, but also the story of a
country—and an industry—beginning to break free from decades of cultural and
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sexual repression.
This study analyzes 'Chinatown' in the context of the figure of the detective in
literature and film from Sophocles to Edgar Allan Poe and Alfred Hitchcock. In the
account of 'Chinatown''s narrative development Michael Eaton seeks to uncover
both its relationship to the pessimism of American cinema in the 1970s and its
veritably mythical structure.
A scholarly analysis of the films of legendary Hollywood screenwriter Robert
Towne including a case study of Chinatown (1974). This traces the evolution of
Towne's writing signature, from his early work with Roger Corman and early
Sixties TV series such as The Outer Limits, through his breakthrough as
consultant on Bonnie and Clyde and a friendship with Robert Evans which
enabled him to write his first original screenplay about his home town of Los
Angeles, Chinatown. His work with Hal Ashby and Warren Beatty on Shampoo is
analysed, as well as his role as script doctor on major productions, until he made
his directing debut in fraught circumstances with Personal Best, which required a
huge personal sacrifice, the loss of Greystoke, from which he may never have
recovered. His recent career as a writer of blockbusters throughout the Nineties
and what happened afterwards offers a prism by which to view the changing
times of the American film business.
Provides an overview of Southern California, discussing the history of the region,
seasons, Native Americans, missions, folklore, culture, Hollywood, politics, and
more.
The Idea is a manual for conquering the most important part of the screenwriting
or fiction writing process — the first part. Most writers rush too quickly through
choosing a story idea, so they can dive into writing it. And it’s the biggest reason
most projects don’t move forward in the marketplace: producers and editors are
underwhelmed by the central concept. Multiple Emmy- and Golden Globewinning screenwriter/producer Erik Bork (HBO’s Band of Brothers) explains the
seven key ingredients in stories that have a chance of selling and reaching a
wide audience – in any genre or medium.
"Mrs. Robinson, you're trying to seduce me. Aren't you?" These famous lines
from The Graduate (1967) would forever link Anne Bancroft (1931--2005) to the
groundbreaking film and confirm her status as a movie icon. Along with her
portrayal of Annie Sullivan in the stage and film drama The Miracle Worker, this
role was a highlight of a career that spanned a half-century and brought Bancroft
an Oscar, two Tonys, and two Emmy awards. In the first biography to cover the
entire scope of Bancroft's life and career, Douglass K. Daniel brings together
interviews with dozens of her friends and colleagues, never-before-published
family photos, and material from film and theater archives to present a portrait of
an artist who raised the standards of acting for all those who followed. Daniel
reveals how, from a young age, Bancroft was committed to challenging herself
and strengthening her craft. Her talent (and good timing) led to a breakthrough
role in Two for the Seesaw, which made her a Broadway star overnight. The role
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of Helen Keller's devoted teacher in the stage version of The Miracle Worker
would follow, and Bancroft also starred in the movie adaption of the play, which
earned her an Academy Award. She went on to appear in dozens of film, theater,
and television productions, including several movies directed or produced by her
husband, Mel Brooks. Anne Bancroft: A Life offers new insights into the life and
career of a determined actress who left an indelible mark on the film industry
while remaining true to her art.
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of The Godfather, this authorized, annotated
and illustrated edition of the complete, unedited screenplay includes all the littleknown facts, behind-the-scenes intrigue, and first-person reflections from cast
and crew members on the making of this landmark film. From its ingenious
cinematic innovations and memorable, oft-quoted script to its iconic cast,
including Marlon Brando, Al Pacino, Robert Duvall, James Caan, The Godfather
is considered by many to be the greatest movie ever made. And yet, the history
of its making is so colorful, so chaotic, that one cannot help but marvel at the
seemingly insurmountable odds it overcame to become a true cinematic
masterpiece, and a film that continues to captivate its audience decades after its
release. In this authorized, annotated, and illustrated edition of the complete
screenplay, nearly every scene is examined and dissected, including: Fascinating
commentary on technical details about the filming and shooting locations Tales
from the set, including arguments, accidents, anecdotes and practical jokes
Profiles of the actors and stories of how they were cast Deleted scenes that
never made the final cut, and the goofs and gaffes that did And much more!
Interviews with former Paramount executives, cast and crew members, and
director Francis Ford Coppola, round out the commentary and shed new light on
everything you thought you knew about this most influential film. With more than
200 photographs, this a truly unique, collectable keepsake for every Godfather
fan.
1930s Los Angeles. Jake Gittes is a successful 'bedroom dick': a private eye
specialising in cases of marital infidelity. Paradoxically he might also be the last
truly ethical man in a corrupt town. Lured into an investigation of the death-bydrowning of City Water Commissioner Hollis Mulwray, Gittes gets more than
usually entwined with his new client, Mulwray's enigmatic widow Evelyn. He then
finds himself crossing swords with Evelyn's redoubtable father, the aging
business magnate Noah Cross, who has professional and personal reasons of
his own for wanting both Hollis and Evelyn silenced. Academy Award-winner for
Best Original Screenplay of 1974, Robert Towne's Chinatown is widely regarded
as the finest American movie script of the post-war years. Complex in narrative
design, infused with the sordid real-life history of Los Angeles' economic growth
and unmistakably adult in its updating of the trademark violence and sexual
intrigue of film noir, on the page Chinatown still shines - and cuts - like a blade.
Before Breakfast at Tiffany’s Audrey Hepburn was still a little-known actress with
few film roles to speak of; after it – indeed, because of it - she was one of the
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world’s most famous fashion, style and screen icons. It was this film that
matched her with Hubert de Givenchy’s “little black dress”. Meanwhile, Truman
Capote’s original novel is itself a modern classic selling huge numbers every
year, and its high-living author of perennial interest. Now, this little book tells the
story of how it all happened: how Audrey got the role (for which at first she
wasn’t considered, and which she at first didn’t want); how long it took to get the
script right; how it made Blake Edwards’ name as a director after too many
trashy films had failed to; and how Henry Mancini’s soundtrack with its
memorable signature tune ‘Moon River’ completed the irresistible package. This
is the story of how one shy, uncertain, inexperienced young actress was
persuaded to take on a role she at first thought too hard-edged and amoral – and
how it made Audrey Hepburn into gamine, elusive Holly Golightly in the little
black dress - and a star for the rest of her life.
With neither the guile nor the hubris to do something as ingenious as it sounds,
the city of Los Angeles is attempting to redeem a desert lake without refilling it.
Part environmental history, landscape atlas, and speculative design research,
The Spoils of Dust examines the unlikely reinvention of Owens Lake by the city
that dried it. Once the third-largest lake in California and among the world's
greatest sources of dust, for decades the dried Owens Lake was merely a
footnote to the most notorious water grab in modern history. Now, the desert lake
has been reassembled--not refilled--to redeem its lost value without returning Los
Angeles's main water supply. In The Spoils of Dust this "bargain" redemption and
its conjuring of a beguiling "lakelike" landscape is the backdrop for investigating
contemporary relationships between landscape architecture, engineering, and
perception. Assembled atop a barren waste, the Promethean lake reveals the
frameworks we use to reinvent nature in the Anthropocene. Whether by technical
dust "drawing" or casual roadside views, the new water-wise lake is an awkward
and fascinating monument to the prismatic ways we know and value landscapes
today. Unexpectedly, this has made its imaginative design the linchpin for critical
water resource decisions, thrusting landscape architecture into a consequential
position. The book concludes with a landscape atlas and robotic interface for a
playful and integrated approach to landscape infrastructure design.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Fifth Avenue, Five A.M. and
Fosse comes the revelatory account of the making of a modern American
masterpiece Chinatown is the Holy Grail of 1970s cinema. Its twist ending is the
most notorious in American film and its closing line of dialogue the most
haunting. Here for the first time is the incredible true story of its making. In Sam
Wasson's telling, it becomes the defining story of the most colorful characters in
the most colorful period of Hollywood history. Here is Jack Nicholson at the
height of his powers, as compelling a movie star as there has ever been,
embarking on his great, doomed love affair with Anjelica Huston. Here is director
Roman Polanski, both predator and prey, haunted by the savage death of his
wife, returning to Los Angeles, the scene of the crime, where the seeds of his
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own self-destruction are quickly planted. Here is the fevered dealmaking of "The
Kid" Robert Evans, the most consummate of producers. Here too is Robert
Towne's fabled script, widely considered the greatest original screenplay ever
written. Wasson for the first time peels off layers of myth to provide the true
account of its creation. Looming over the story of this classic movie is the
imminent eclipse of the '70s filmmaker-friendly studios as they gave way to the
corporate Hollywood we know today. In telling that larger story, The Big Goodbye
will take its place alongside classics like Easy Riders, Raging Bulls and The
Devil's Candy as one of the great movie-world books ever written. Praise for Sam
Wasson: "Wasson is a canny chronicler of old Hollywood and its outsize
personalities...More than that, he understands that style matters, and, like his
subjects, he has a flair for it." - The New Yorker "Sam Wasson is a fabulous
social historian because he finds meaning in situations and stories that would
otherwise be forgotten if he didn't sleuth them out, lovingly." - Hilton Als
In 1969, a low-budget biker movie, Easy Rider, shocked Hollywood with its
stunning success. An unabashed celebration of sex, drugs, and rock 'n' roll
(onscreen and off), Easy Rider heralded a heady decade in which a rebellious
wave of talented young filmmakers invigorated the movie industry. In Easy
Riders, Raging Bulls, Peter Biskind takes us on the wild ride that was Hollywood
in the '70s, an era that produced such modern classics as The Godfather,
Chinatown, Shampoo, Nashville, Taxi Driver, and Jaws. Easy Riders, Raging
Bulls vividly chronicles the exuberance and excess of the times: the startling
success of Easy Rider and the equally alarming circumstances under which it
was made, with drugs, booze, and violent rivalry between costars Dennis Hopper
and Peter Fonda dominating the set; how a small production company named
BBS became the guiding spirit of the youth rebellion in Hollywood and how, along
the way, some of its executives helped smuggle Huey Newton out of the country;
how director Hal Ashby was busted for drugs and thrown in jail in Toronto; why
Martin Scorsese attended the Academy Awards with an FBI escort when Taxi
Driver was nominated; how George Lucas, gripped by anxiety, compulsively cut
off his own hair while writing Star Wars, how a modest house on Nicholas Beach
occupied by actresses Margot Kidder and Jennifer Salt became the unofficial
headquarters for the New Hollywood; how Billy Friedkin tried to humiliate
Paramount boss Barry Diller; and how screenwriter/director Paul Schrader played
Russian roulette in his hot tub. It was a time when an "anything goes"
experimentation prevailed both on the screen and off. After the success of Easy
Rider, young film-school graduates suddenly found themselves in demand, and
directors such as Francis Coppola, Peter Bogdanovich, George Lucas, and
Martin Scorsese became powerful figures. Even the new generation of film stars
-- Nicholson, De Niro, Hoffman, Pacino, and Dunaway -- seemed a breed apart
from the traditional Hollywood actors. Ironically, the renaissance would come to
an end with Jaws and Star Wars, hugely successful films that would create a
blockbuster mentality and crush innovation. Based on hundreds of interviews with
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the directors themselves, producers, stars, agents, writers, studio executives,
spouses, and ex-spouses, this is the full, candid story of Hollywood's last golden
age. Never before have so many celebrities talked so frankly about one another
and about the drugs, sex, and money that made so many of them crash and
burn. By turns hilarious and shocking, Easy Riders, Raging Bulls is the ultimate
behind-the-scenes account of Hollywood at work and play.
"A step-by-step guide that takes the mystery out of rewriting and leads the writer
through a series of focused passes which address the core fundamentals of
screenwriting resulting in a polished, professional screenplay"-Part noir, part psychedelic romp, all Thomas Pynchon—Private eye Doc Sportello
surfaces, occasionally, out of a marijuana haze to watch the end of an era In this lively
yarn, Thomas Pynchon, working in an unaccustomed genre that is at once exciting and
accessible, provides a classic illustration of the principle that if you can remember the
sixties, you weren't there. It's been a while since Doc Sportello has seen his exgirlfriend. Suddenly she shows up with a story about a plot to kidnap a billionaire land
developer whom she just happens to be in love with. It's the tail end of the psychedelic
sixties in L.A., and Doc knows that "love" is another of those words going around at the
moment, like "trip" or "groovy," except that this one usually leads to trouble. Undeniably
one of the most influential writers at work today, Pynchon has penned another
unforgettable book.
"Shepard may be the best lesser-known film critic." —The New York Times Book Review
The first book of nonfiction from one of our great fiction writers. Given that most
Americans proudly consider themselves non-political, where do our notions of collective
responsibility come from? Which self-deceptions, when considering ourselves as actors
on the world stage, do we cling to most tenaciously? Why do we so stubbornly believe,
for example, that our country always means well when intervening abroad? The Tunnel
at the End of the Light argues that some of our most persistent and destructive
assumptions, in that regard, might come from the movies. In these ten essays Jim
Shepard weaves close readings of film with cultural criticism to explore the ways in
which movies work so ubiquitously to reflect how Americans think and act. Whether
assessing the “high-spirited glee of American ruthlessness” captured in GoodFellas, or
finding in Lawrence of Arabia a “portrait of the lunatic serenity of our leaders’
conviction in the face of all evidence and their own lack of knowledge,” he explores
how we enter into conversations with specific genres and films—Chinatown, The Third
Man, and Badlands among others—in order to construct and refine our most cherished
illusions about ourselves.
OVER 2 MILLION COPIES SOLD MOSCOW, 1953. Under Stalin’s terrifying regime,
families live in fear. When the all-powerful State claims there is no such thing as crime,
who dares disagree? AN INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER IN OVER 30 LANGUAGES
An ambitious secret police officer, Leo Demidov believes he’s helping to build the
perfect society. But when he uncovers evidence of a killer at large – a threat the state
won’t admit exists – Demidov must risk everything, including the lives of those he
loves, in order to expose the truth. A THRILLER UNLIKE ANY YOU HAVE EVER
READ But what if the danger isn’t from the killer he is trying to catch, but from the
country he is fighting to protect? Nominated for seventeen international awards and
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inspired by a real-life investigation, CHILD 44 is a relentless story of love, hope and
bravery in a totalitarian world. From the screenwriter of the acclaimed television series,
THE ASSASSINATION OF GIANNI VERSACE: AMERICAN CRIME STORY.
Now the FX limited series Fosse/Verdon starring Sam Rockwell and Michelle Williams
with Lin-Manuel Miranda executive producing. “Wasson is a smart and savvy reporter,
and his book abounds with colorful firsthand tales.” — Janet Maslin, New York Times
“Fascinating . . . Wasson has taken complete control of his subject.” — Wall Street
Journal The only person ever to win Oscar, Emmy, and Tony awards in the same year,
Bob Fosse revolutionized nearly every facet of American entertainment. His signature
style would influence generations of performing artists. Yet in spite of Fosse’s
innumerable—including Cabaret, Pippin, All That Jazz, and Chicago, one of the longestrunning Broadway musicals ever—his offstage life was shadowed by deep wounds and
insatiable appetites. To craft this richly detailed account, best-selling author Sam
Wasson has drawn on a wealth of unpublished material and hundreds of sources:
friends, enemies, lovers, and collaborators, many of them speaking publicly about
Fosse for the first time. With propulsive energy and stylish prose, Fosse is the definitive
biography of one of Broadway and Hollywood’s most complex and dynamic icons.
“Spellbinding.” —Entertainment Weekly “Impeccably researched.” —Vanity Fair An NPR
Best Book of the Year
Presents the scripts for two films from the 1970s, one the story of a private detective in
Los Angeles, and the other dealing with two Navy Shore Patrols escorting a prisoner.
On the motion picture.
5 criminals brought together in a framed police line-up . . . 27 bodies in Long Beach
Harbour . . . 1 dying, terrified eyewitness . . . 1 dogged cop determined to unravel the
truth . . . And at the root of this twisting tale, the notorious - mythical? - Hungarian
master criminal, Keyser Souml;ze. Christopher McQuarrie's fiendishly tricky script for
director Bryan Singer earned him both the US Academy Award and BAFTA for Best
Original Screenplay of 1995. The taut, sinewy writing weaves a densely textured yarn
that is as satisfying on the page as it is on screen.
Published for the first time in the UK, Syd Field, acclaimed writer and director, tells you
step-by-step how to identify and fix common screenwriting problems, providing the
professional secrets that make films brilliant - secrets that can make your screenplay a
success. He provides easily understood guidelines for writing a screenplay, from
concept to finished product. The art of film-writing is made accessible to novices and
helps practiced writers improve their scripts, as the author pinpoints stylistic and
structural elements such as characterisation and plot. Tips and techniques on what to
do after your screenplay has been completed and much more are all here. There are
also practical examples from films which Syd Field has collaborated on such as Lord of
the Rings, American Beauty and The Pianist. Written for all levels of screenwriters, this
is an indispensable reference book for anyone who wants to make money as a great
screenwriter.
Set in Miami in 1980, follows the violent career of a small-time Mariel refugee hoodlum
who guns his way to the top of Miami's cocaine empire.
Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from
Wikipedia or other free sources online. Commentary (films not included). Pages: 29.
Chapters: Chinatown, Macbeth, Rosemary's Baby, The Pianist, The Ninth Gate, The
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Ghost Writer, Oliver Twist, The Fearless Vampire Killers, Tess, The Tenant, Bitter
Moon, Repulsion, Pirates, Cul-de-sac, Frantic, Knife in the Water, Death and the
Maiden, What?, Le Gros et le maigre, Les plus belles escroqueries du monde, When
Angels Fall, U miech z biczny, Two Men and a Wardrobe, Rozbijemy zabaw,
Morderstwo, Ssaki. Excerpt: Chinatown is a 1974 American neo-noir film, directed by
Roman Polanski from a screenplay by Robert Towne and starring Jack Nicholson, Faye
Dunaway and John Huston. The film features many elements of the film noir genre,
particularly a multi-layered story that is part mystery and part psychological drama. It
was released by Paramount Pictures. The story, set in Los Angeles in 1937, was
inspired by the California Water Wars, the historical disputes over land and water rights
that had raged in southern California during the 1910s and 1920s, in which William
Mulholland acted on behalf of Los Angeles interests to secure water rights in the
Owens Valley. Chinatown has been called one of the greatest films ever made. It was
nominated for eleven Academy Awards, winning in the category of Best Original
Screenplay for Robert Towne. In 1991, Chinatown was selected for preservation in the
United States National Film Registry by the Library of Congress as being "culturally,
historically, or aesthetically significant." A sequel, called The Two Jakes, was released
in 1990, starring Jack Nicholson, who also directed it, with a screenplay by Robert
Towne. The film, however, failed to generate as much acclaim as its predecessor. In
the 1930s, a woman claiming to be Evelyn Mulwray hires private investigator J.J. "Jake"
Gittes (Jack Nicholson) to perform matrimonial surveillance on her...
Providing examples from well-known movies, Field explains the structural and stylistic
elements as well as writing techniques basic to the creation of a successful film script.
Before any lights, camera, or action, there's the script--arguably the most important
single element in filmmaking, and Screenwriters on Screen-Writing introduces the men
and women responsible for the screenplays that have produced some of the most
successful and acclaimed films in Hollywood history. In each interview, not only do the
writers explore the craft and technique of creating a filmic blueprint, but they recount the
colorful tales of coming up in the ranks of the movie business and of bringing their
stories to the screen, in a way that only natural-born storytellers such as themselves
can. These and other screenwriters have garnered the attention of the movie-going
population not only with their words, but with headlines announcing the sales of their
scripts for hundreds of thousands and sometimes millions of dollars. Anyone interested
in writing, making, or learning about movies will enjoy reading this fascinating behindthe-scenes compendium that brings together some of the most prominent and talented
screenwriters in modern-day filmmaking. Screenwriters interviewed include: Bruce Joel
Rubin (Ghost), Ernest Lehman (North by Northwest, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?),
Amy Holden Jones (Indecent Proposal), Ted Tally (The Silence of the Lambs), Horton
Foote (To Kill a Mockingbird, Tender Mercies), Andrew Bergman (The In-Laws),
Caroline Thompson (Edward Scissorhands), Richard LaGravenese (The Fisher King),
and Robert Towne (Chinatown, Shampoo).
Woody Allen's screenplays are some of the wittiest and most sophisticated of modern
cinema classics, and these four scripts reflect the emotional range of his talent. Annie
Hall, subtitled 'A Nervous Romance', starred Diane Keaton with Woody Allen and won
Academy Awards for Best Picture, Best Script, Best Actress and Best Director.
Manhattan takes city life as its subject and stars Woody Allen as TV-comedy writer.
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Acces PDF Chinatown Screenplay By Robert Towne
Interiors and Stardust Memories are studies of the inner lives of their characters.
Dana Polan sets out to unlock the style and technique of 'Pulp Fiction'. He shows how
broad Tarantino's points of reference are, and analyzes the narrative accomplishment
and complexity. In addition, Polan argues that macho attitudes celebrated in film are
much more complex than they seem.
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