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As dance ministries and liturgical dance groups pop up throughout the world,
misunderstandings arise from a lack of biblical knowledge. In The Guidelines to Starting and
Maintaining a Dance Ministry in the Church, Dr. Denita Hedgeman educates ministries and
leaders on the biblical foundations of dance ministry development to enhance worship, and
helps established dance ministries find new life and inspiration. Not only addressing the
practical application of dance ministries, Dr. Hedgeman gets to the heart of the matter, Is
dance ministry fully accepted in the church today? providing readers with a functional,
scripturally-based guide to worshipping God through the art of dance.
"The local church is to minister to persons in the community where the church is located, to
provide appropriate training and nurture to all, to cooperate in ministry with other local
churches, to defend God's creation and live as an ecologically responsible community, and to
participate in the worldwide mission of the church." — Book of Discipline 2012 ¶202 The twentysix Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation 2017-2020, one for each ministry area, cover
church leadership areas, as well as areas focused on nurture, outreach, and witness. The
booklets are tools that get new lay leaders off to a good start and as a reference resource for
all lay leaders. Each booklet includes the basic "job description" for the leader as well as
practical "how-to" information important to implementing ministry effectively. Brief and to the
point making it a perfect resource for the busy, but spirit-led leader. eBook Edition allows you
download a digital file of all 26 Guidelines to your eReader for personal use. Include Guidelines
included in Sets and sold separately are: Adult Ministries Advocates for Inclusiveness
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Children's Ministries Christian Education Church Council Church Historian Church & Society
Communications Evangelism Family Ministries Finance Higher Education & Campus Ministry
Lay Leader/Lay Member Men's Ministries Ministries With Young People Mission Nominations &
Leadership Development Pastor Pastor-Parish Relations Scouting & Civil Youth-Serving
Ministry Small Group Ministries Small Membership Church Stewardship Trustees Women's
Ministries Worship
Walk Together Children: Black and Womanist Theologies, Church, and Theological Education
draws on the long religious, cultural, and singing history of blacks in the U.S.A. Through the
slavery and emancipation days until now, black song has both nurtured and enhanced African
American life as a collective whole. Communality has always included a variety of existential
experiences. What has kept this enduring people in a corporate process is their walking
together through good times and bad, relying on what W. E. B. DuBois called their "dogged
strength" to keep "from being torn asunder." Somehow and someway they intuited from
historical memory or received from transcendental revelation that keeping on long enough on
the road would yield ultimate fruit for the journey.
All small groups in the local church are, or could be, places of faith formation and disciple
making. By offering a more intimate setting, small groups of every kind are uniquely able to
welcome and nurture people in the church and in the faith. This Guideline is designed to help
implement and guide the work of the ministry area. This is one of the twenty-six Guidelines for
Leading Your Congregation 2017-2020 that cover church leadership areas including Church
Council and Small Membership Church; the administrative areas of Finance and Trustees; and
ministry areas focused on nurture, outreach, and witness including Worship, Evangelism,
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Stewardship, Christian Education, age-level ministries, Communications, and more.
A clinical psychologist offers advice designed to improve parent-child relationships through the
application of Judeo-Christian teachings
A helpful sourcebook of musical fundamentals designed to make every choir member
knowledgeable and confident. Includes a glossary of musical terms.
A repertoire resource textbook for building children's choirs. Lifeline for Children's Choir
Directors offers extensive repertoire lists as well as perceptive text from one of the foremost
experts in the field of children's choir. A useful tool for school, community and church-based
groups.
Who were the scribes that copied early Christian literature during the second and third
centuries? What roles did they play in the reproduction and dissemination of these writings? To
answer these questions, this study utilizes evidence from early Christian literature and the
earliest Christian papyri--including their form, physical features, and textual characteristics.
In this book, Dr. Ron Kenoly teaches from his unique position as a world-renowned worship
leader about the place of praise and worship should hold in the life of every Christian. As you
worship in spirit and truth, you will learn that worship is the key to your personal relationship
with God the Father; the truth is that you were created for praise and worship - just as a fish
needs water to live. Learn more about that one single thing that God takes away from a church
service which is the key to creating an atmosphere for His presence.
Dating back to 1785, the Moravian “Instructions for the Choir Helpers” contain detailed advice
for the spiritual counselors of the men, women, and children in Moravian congregations on how
to address concerns about one’s body and soul. In this volume, Katherine Faull presents an
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annotated, translated edition of the original German manuscript. In monthly
“speakings”—regularly scheduled dialogues between the choir helper and individual church
members to determine whether the congregant could be admitted to communion—men and
women received spiritual guidance on topics as varied as the physical manifestations of
puberty, sexual attraction, frequency of intercourse, infant care, and bereavement. From their
founding in 1722, the Moravians were remarkable for their positive evaluation of the body; they
held that the natural manifestations of masculinity and femininity were integral elements of
spiritual consciousness. The “Instructions for the Choir Helpers”—which were highly
confidential at the time and passed on only by permission of the church administration—reflect
that philosophy, providing insights into an interpretation of the body as a holistic system that
should be cared for as a vessel for the spirit. A unique resource for scholars of religious
history, gender studies, and colonial American church history, Faull’s translation of this
fascinating set of documents provides an unprecedented glimpse into a period of foundational
change in Moravian history.
Pamphlets are located in the pamphlet section, in the box labeled with the first heading listed
below under Subjects. Pamphlets are for in library use only. Special permission to borrow the
pamphlets may be granted by the librarians.
Robert Berglund says a worship service is not a concert time. It is not an hour of
entertainment. It is a time to worship God in spirit and in truth. In the Christian realm, however,
the worship service seems to be a musical battleground. On one hand, church music is seen
as utilitarian. Its only purpose is to allow worship to begin or continue throughout a church
service. On the other hand, music can exist purely for entertainment. But is a worship service
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the place for entertainment? Shouldn't a worship service be designed only to worship God? A
Philosophy of Church Music presents an integrated look at church music. Theological,
philosophical, and psychological responses to the question of appropriate and consistent
church music are considered to assist you in developing your personal church music
philsophy. - Jacket.

Provides everything someone new to managing an acolyte program needs to know, as
well as tips that even the most experienced leaders will find useful. This manual will
help acolyte directors manage an effective program and cut the administrative duties
down to a reasonable number.
Celebrating Baptism well has the potential to evangelize and transform a parish
community so that their faith will be stirred, deepened, and renewed. This second
edition provides pastoral guidance for preparing joyful and communal celebrations of
infant Baptism within or outside Mass according to the newly translated Order of
Baptism of Children. It provides guidance for selecting Scripture readings, prayer texts,
and music; arranging the environment; scheduling ministers; and preparing liturgies that
engage and evangelize.
From USCCB Publishing, this revision of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal
(GIRM) seeks to promote more conscious, active, and full participation of the faithful in
the mystery of the Eucharist. While the Missale Romanum contains the rite and prayers
for Mass, the GIRM provides specific detail about each element of the Order of Mass as
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well as other information related to the Mass.
Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship provides basic guidelines for understanding
the role and ministry of music in the liturgy. An excellent resource for priests, deacons,
and music ministers!
As an authority on the religion of medieval and early modern England, Eamon Duffy is
preeminent. In his revisionist masterpiece The Stripping of the Altars, Duffy opened up
new areas of research and entirely fresh perspectives on the origin and progress of the
English Reformation. Duffy's focus has always been on the practices and institutions
through which ordinary people lived and experienced their religion, but which the
Protestant reformers abolished as idolatry and superstition. The first part of A People's
Tragedy examines the two most important of these institutions: the rise and fall of
pilgrimage to the cathedral shrines of England, and the destruction of the monasteries
under Henry VIII, as exemplified by the dissolution of the ancient Anglo-Saxon
monastery of Ely. In the title essay of the volume, Duffy tells the harrowing story of the
Elizabethan regime's savage suppression of the last Catholic rebellion against the
Reformation, the Rising of the Northern Earls in 1569. In the second half of the book
Duffy considers the changing ways in which the Reformation has been thought and
written about: the evolution of Catholic portrayals of Martin Luther, from hostile
caricature to partial approval; the role of historians of the Reformation in the emergence
of English national identity; and the improbable story of the twentieth century revival of
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Anglican and Catholic pilgrimage to the medieval Marian shrine of Walsingham. Finally,
he considers the changing ways in which attitudes to the Reformation have been
reflected in fiction, culminating with Hilary Mantel's gripping trilogy on the rise and fall of
Henry VIII's political and religious fixer, Thomas Cromwell, and her controversial
portrayal of Cromwell's Catholic opponent and victim, Sir Thomas More.
These 544 pages of field-tested solutions deliver proven procedures, planning models,
and copier-friendly forms for all aspects of local church administration. Packed with
excellent guidelines and tools for assessing and improving parish management." A
wealth of information on parish administration." -- The Living Church
Over recent decades, historians have become increasingly interested in early modern
Catholic missions in Asia as laboratories of cultural contact. This book builds on recent
ground-breaking research on early modern Catholic missions, which has shown that
missionaries in Asia cooperated with and accommodated the needs of local agents
rather than being uncompromising promoters of post-Tridentine doctrine and devotion.
Bringing together some of the most renowned and innovative researchers from
Anglophone countries and continental Europe, this volume investigates how
missionaries’ entanglements with local societies across Asia contributed to processes
of localization within the early modern Catholic church. The focus of the volume is on
missionaries’ adaptation to four ideal-typical social settings that played an eminent role
in early modern Asian missions: (1) the symbolically loaded princely court; (2) the city
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as a space of especially dense communication; (3) the countryside, where missionary
presence was only rarely permanent; (4) and the household – a central arena of
conversion in early modern Asian societies. Shining a fresh light onto the history of
early modern Catholic missions and the early modern Eurasian cultural exchange, this
will be an important book for any scholar of religious history, history of cultural
contact/global history and early modern history in Asia.
Meeting House Essays in a series of papers reflecting on the mystery, beauty and
practicalities of the place of worship. This popular series was begun in 1991, and each
resource focuses on a particular aspect of space, design or materials and how they
relate to the liturgy.
As railroads opened the West after the Civil War and new communities sprang up along
their tracks, Jackson began proselytizing on the frontier. When Jackson arrived in new
towns he single-mindedly solicited members to organize Presbyterian churches. Within
a decade he had established almost a hundred churches and missions as well as a
number of schools. To sustain and expand his work, he trained and placed missionaries
throughout the West.
Provides suggestions for establishing and developing a choral music program in any
school, church or community setting
This is the touching story of a vivacious, talented girl growing up in splendid freedom in
Transylvania, then Hungary but now part of Rumania, until a tragic event transplants
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her and three older siblings to eighteenth century Vienna and the house of a cardinal,
whose wards they have become. The four youngsters know they have no choice but to
adjust to their drastically changed life and a demanding curriculum of studies. In time,
all four teenagers are placed with religious orders and eventually take their vows. The
youngest, Tessa, enters the abbey of Goss in Styria, a contemplative order of choir
women from noble families, and she eventually becomes Choir woman Maria Columba.
Her great talent and love of singing, especially the Gregorian chant, as well as an
understanding abbess, help her adjust to the strict rules and grueling daily schedule.
Over time, however, circumstances change and her always strong temper revolts
against what she perceives as unjust and abhorred decisions by her superiors, causing
her to be confined to a cell under prisonlike conditions. She is freed years later when
Joseph II of Austria decrees the dissolution of contemplative abbeys, monasteries, and
convents. Realizing that having been confined for so long was an injustice, the state
grants her as the only member of the congregation the means to live out her life as a
private woman.
Transformational Preaching: Theory and practice is a comprehensive textbook for the
beginning student of preaching, the graduate student in pulpit discourse, or the
seasoned preacher. Seeking to reclaim the pulpit for biblical preaching, the book
counteracts the popular "teaching" approach that is common today, and argues that
preaching must be persuasive rather than informative, that the preacher is central to the
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act of preaching, and that through the preaching event, both preacher and listener
together fashion the "message" and its meaning. Both theoretical and highly practical,
the book offers a challenging look at all aspects of the preaching ministry. It
contextualizes preaching in pastoral ministry and congregational worship, but, most
significantly, argues that the practice of preaching must be informed and driven by
theory. As such, the book draws from a wide perspective of disciplines, including
biblical theology, classical rhetoric, contemporary human communication, public
discourse, persuasion, linguistics, performance, and orality. The book's wealth of
practical guidelines for every step of sermon development encourages students to
apply general principles within their own contexts of ministry.
In this book, author Elder William D. Holmes gives an account of life of the church, how
strong Christians used to be, and how that people live for God with all their hearts, soul,
and mind. They conducted themselves as people of God in the way they dressed and
live holy free from sin among the sinners. They fasted, prayed, and testified and were
saved, sanctified, baptized, and filled with the Holy Ghost and fire. The power of God
was present in the church that it would knock and roll people on the floor! They may not
have money in their pockets or any of these worldly goods, but they had Jesus in their
souls on their way to heaven. They may not have nice pews or carpet on the floor, and
some did not have much education, but they had the power of God in their lives. We
are going to take a look at the church today, how that we have better churches with
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modern technology. We are more educated and have more money, but what happened
to the power of God from the old church? Christians today cannot testify living free from
sin. Some cannot shout and praise God until they get all sweaty! Pride has taken over
the church today. Christians have become spiritually sick! There are so many
teachings, doctrines, and cults to confuse people. Satan has taken a seat in the church.
In the midst of all of these, a Christian today can be healthy. We are going to take a
look at how a person can live a life to please God today in our generation, just like the
saints of old. Most of all, well look at how to make heaven your home.
The first in the new Power Polemics series, Thomas Crow's No Idols: The Missing
Theology of Art turns away from contemporary cultural theories to face a pervading
blindspot in today's art-historical inquiry: religion. Crow pursues a perhaps unpopular
notion of Christianity's continued presence in modern abstract art and in the process
makes a case for art's own terrain of theology: one that eschews idolatry by means of
abstraction. Tracking the original anti-idolatry controversy of the Jansenists, anchored
in a humble still life by Chardin, No Idols sets the scene for the development of an art of
reflection rather than representation, and divinity without doctrine. Crow's reinstatement
of the metaphysical is made through the work of New Zealand artist Colin McCahon
and American artists Mark Rothko, Robert Smithson, James Turrell, and Sister Mary
Corita Kent. While a tightly selected group of artists, in their collective statute the author
explores the proposal that spiritual art, as opposed to "a simulacrum of one," is
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conceivable for our own time.
What are the signs that your relationship with a disciple or a counselee has crossed
boundaries and you are now living in sin? What can be done to avoid or overcome a
difficult relationship? How can you safeguard your marriage and home from the
problems of emotional infidelity? This book, which is meant for ministers and leaders of
the Church, attempts to address these questions. The primary aim of the book is to
create awareness and address the problem of emotional infidelity in the Church. It is a
result of years of counselling and working with families in African and Western
communities. While the book focusses on common practices within the African setting,
the issues discussed cut across communities, for emotional infidelity is a common
problem of communities in general. The principles and practices of the Church should
guard against relationships outside the marriage. Unfortunately, emotional infidelity has
found its way into the Church community. This form of sin is easy to hide. It may also
appear ‘safe’ because it is not physical. But it is a sin that can destroy marriages and
cause friction between couples. Therefore, there is a need to put in place safeguarding
measures and policies that would protect Christian homes. This is what the book
explores in a structured manner, using anecdotes, examples and data.
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