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In this forward-thinking book, fifteen leading scholars set forth cutting-edge agendas for research on significant facets of federalism, including
basic theory, comparative studies, national and subnational constitutionalism, courts, self-rule and shared rule, centralization and
decentralization, nationalism and diversity, conflict resolution, gender equity, and federalism challenges in Africa, Asia, and the European
Union. More than 40 percent of the world’s population lives under federal arrangements, making federalism not only a major research subject
but also a vital political issue worldwide.
Attaining the benefits of (especially fiscal) decentralization in government remains an enduring challenge, in part because the re-arrangement
of public functions across levels of government has often been carried out poorly. This book aims to provide a firmer conceptual basis for the
re-arrangement of public functions across levels of government. In doing so, it offers practical advice for policy makers from developing and
emerging countries and development cooperation practitioners engaged in such activity. Combining a theoretical approach for intergovernmental functional assignment with an in-depth analysis of real-life country cases where functional assignment (FA) has been
supported in the context of international development cooperation, it underscores the common technical and political challenges of FA, and
also demonstrates the need to expect and support country made and context-specific solutions to FA processes and results. Examples are
drawn from a number of developing/transition countries from the Asia-Pacific region, Africa and the OECD, which outline and suggest
advisory approaches, tools, principles and good practices and approaches. This text will be of key interest to scholars, students, policymakers and practitioners in public policy, decentralization, local governance studies, public administration and development
administration/studies.
Comparative Federalism: A Systematic Inquiry, Second Edition is a uniquely comprehensive, analytic, and genuinely comparative
introduction to the principles and practices, as well as the institutional compromises, of federalism. Hueglin and Fenna draw from their diverse
research on federal systems to focus on four main models--America, Canada, Germany, and the European Union--but also to range widely
over other cases. At the heart of the book is careful analysis of the relationship between constitutional design and amendment, fiscal
relations, institutional structures, intergovernmental relations, and judicial review. Such analysis serves the dual role of helping the reader
understand federalism and providing a comparative framework from which to assess the record of federal systems. The second edition has
been extensively revised and updated, taking into account new developments in federal systems and incorporating insights from the growing
body of literature in the field. It includes two new chapters, "Fiscal Federalism" and "The Limits of Federalism."
Intergovernmental councils have emerged as the main structures through which the governments of a federation coordinate public policy
making. In a globalized and complex world, federal actors are increasingly interdependent. This mutual dependence in the delivery of public
services has important implications for the stability of a federal system: policy problems concerning more than one government can
destabilize a federation, unless governments coordinate their policies. This book argues that intergovernmental councils enhance federal
stability by incentivizing governments to coordinate, which makes them a federal safeguard. By comparing reforms of fiscal and education
policy in Australia, Canada, Germany, and Switzerland, this book shows that councils’ effectiveness as one of federalism’s safeguards
depends on their institutional design and the interplay with other political institutions and mechanisms. Federal stability is maintained if
councils process contentious policy problems, are highly institutionalized, are not dominated by the federal government, and are embedded in
a political system that facilitates intergovernmental compromising and consensus-building.
Intergovernmental agreements are an important instrument in federal systems, establishing new social programs, regulating agricultural
practices, and even changing constitutions. Despite their importance, there have only been limited attempts to understand agreements in a
comparative context or to provide a theoretical framework for their study. This book addresses both of these deficiencies by comparing the
use of agreements in six federations (Australia, Canada, Germany, South Africa, Switzerland and the United States) and considering why
certain federations form more agreements than others. Parker analyzes the data using an institutional framework that considers the effects of
seven variables, including the constitutional division of powers, the system of intergovernmental transfers, the size of the welfare state and
the nature of governing institutions. In addition, the study provides the first ever comparative database of national intergovernmental
agreements — a new resource for future research. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of Political Science, Federalism,
Government, Political Institutions, Political Theory and Comparative Politics.
This book addresses the highly contentious subject of Canadian Senate reform. Its conclusions reject conventional recommendations and
argue that the Senate should remain an appointed body with a more expansive appointment process and restrained powers.

This is the first comprehensive book that explores the subject of federalism from the perspective of comparative constitutional law,
whilst simultaneously placing a strong emphasis on how federal systems work in practice. This focus is reflected in the book's two
most innovative elements. First, it analyses from a comparative point of view how government levels exercise their powers and
interact in several highly topical policy areas like social welfare, environmental protection or migrant integration. Second, the book
incorporates case law boxes discussing seminal judgments from federal systems worldwide and thus demonstrates the practical
impact of constitutional jurisprudence on policymakers and citizens alike. “This is simply the best analysis of contemporary
federalism currently available. It is comprehensive in its coverage, thorough in its analysis, and persuasive in its conclusions.
Every student of federalism, from novice to expert, will find benefit from this volume.” Professor G Alan Tarr, Rutgers University
“Wading through the thicket of the multiple forms that the federal idea has taken in the contemporary world, this remarkably
comprehensive treatise backed by case law fills a long-awaited gap in the literature on comparative federalism. It combines a
mastery of the literature on federal theory with a critical understanding of how it plays out in practice. Outstanding in the breadth of
its scope, this magisterial survey will serve as a work of reference for generations of scholars who seek to understand how
federalism works in developed as well as developing countries.” Professor Balveer Arora, Jawaharlal Nehru University New Delhi
“This book is an extraordinarily handy work of reference on the diverse federal-type systems of the world. It handles both shared
principles and differences of perspective, structure or practice with confidence and ease. It will become a standard work for
scholars and practitioners working in the field.” Professor Cheryl Saunders, The University of Melbourne “This is a remarkable
book – for its sheer breadth of scope, combining detail of practice with analysis of federal principles, and for its fresh look at
federalism. With great erudition, drawing on world scholarship and the practice of federalism across the globe, Palermo and
Kössler magnificently traverse from the ancient roots of federalism to the contemporary debates on ethno-cultural dimensions and
participatory democracy. The book sets a new benchmark for the study of comparative federalism, providing new insights that are
bound to influence practice in an era where federal arrangements are expected to deliver answers to key governance and societal
challenges.” Professor Nico Steytler, University of the Western Cape
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The European Union is facing today the greatest crisis since its creation. Brexit could mean not only the reversal of its steady
enlargement—from 6 to 28 member states—but also the beginning of an inexorable decline leading to its disintegration. However,
few today seem to recollect that it was precisely the British who were the first to promulgate the political culture which inspired the
European Union’s construction—democracy and federalism—and the first who tried to realise, in June 1940, a European federation
on the basis of an Anglo-French union. This volume traces the fundamental stages of the European unification process, placing it
in relation to the wider process of world economic and political integration. In particular, it analyses the historical significance of the
European Revolution, which is identified in the overcoming of the nation state—namely the modern political formula which
institutionalised the political division of mankind—and the birth of the first truly international state. The universal historical
significance of the European Revolution lies in its exportability—as for the other great European revolutions—and, therefore, its
potential as progressively extensible to all the states of the planet. Europe was indeed the first region of the world where the
barriers between national states fell, and a post-national political identity emerged, complementary to national political identities. It
is, in fact, in the context of the European Union that democracy beyond the borders of the nation state has first been realized,
constituting a guiding principle for global governance.
A new examination of contemporary federalism and federation, which delivers a detailed theoretical study underpinned by fresh
case studies. It is grounded in a clear distinction between 'federations', particular kinds of states, and 'federalism', the thinking that
drives and promotes them. It also details the origins, formation, evolution and operations of federal political interests, through an
authoritative series of chapters that: analyze the conceptual bases of federalism and federation through the evolution of the
intellectual debate on federalism; the American Federal experience; the origins of federal states; and the relationship between
state-building and national integration explore comparative federalism and federation by looking at five main pathways into
comparative analysis with empirical studies on the US, Canada, Australia, India, Malaysia, Belgium, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland and the EU explore the pathology of federations, looking at failures and successes, the impact of globalization. The
final chapter also presents a definitive assessment of federal theory. This book will be of great interest to students and researchers
of federalism, devolution, comparative politics and government.
Intergovernmental agreements are a common and useful instrument in federal systems, serving a variety of purposes from
establishing new social programs, regulating agricultural practices, and even changing a country's constitution. Despite their
importance, there have only been limited attempts to understand agreements in a comparative context or to provide a theoretical
framework for their study. This dissertation addresses both of these deficiencies by comparing the use of agreements in seven
federations and considering why certain federations form more agreements than others. In order to understand these differences
in intergovernmental agreement formation, this thesis proposes an institutionalist approach with two components. First,
agreements are defined as intergovernmental institutions, and thus, their creation is characterized as a process of institutional
formation. Second, seven institutional variables are proposed as factors which are expected to affect the likelihood that a
federation will form agreements. These are: the constitutional division of powers (including centralization and overlap), the
existence of intrastate federalism, the size and status of the federal spending power, the size of the welfare state, the number of
constituent units and the presence of lasting forums for intergovernmental relations. To test these hypotheses, data were gathered
from seven federal systems, including two nascent ones: Australia, Canada, Germany, South Africa, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom and the United States. Each federation and its record of intergovernmental agreement formation is examined qualitatively
in light of each of the seven variables. The results of the individual country studies are then compared to determine whether the
institutional approach provides a consistent explanation of agreement formation. This analysis finds that the formation of
intergovernmental agreements seems to be greatly influenced by the institutional environment. While each hypothesis was not
confirmed in every case, in unison they provide a comprehensive explanation for the record of agreement formation in six of the
seven federations. The institutional approach provided only a partial explanation in the German case, however, indicating that
there are some shortcomings to this theory. Despite these limitations, this thesis represents an effective comparative approach to
the study of agreements and a successful application of institutional theory in comparative politics.
The study of political institutions is among the founding pillars of political science. With the rise of the 'new institutionalism', the
study of institutions has returned to its place in the sun. This volume provides a comprehensive survey of where we are in the
study of political institutions, covering both the traditional concerns of political science with constitutions, federalism and
bureaucracy and more recent interest in theory and the constructed nature of institutions. The Oxford Handbook of Political
Institutions draws together a galaxy of distinguished contributors drawn from leading universities across the world. Authoritative
reviews of the literature and assessments of future research directions will help to set the research agenda for the next decade.
Over the past few decades, a clear trend has emerged worldwide toward the devolution of spending and, to a lesser extent,
revenue-raising responsibilities to state and local levels of government. One view is that the decentralization of spending
responsibilities can entail substantial gains in terms of distributed equity and macroeconomic management. The papers in this
volume, edited by Teresa Ter-Minassian, examine the validity of these views in light of theoretical considerations, as well as the
experience of a number of countries.
For too long Belgium remained an unexplored terrain by comparative political scientists. Belgium's politics were best known
through the writings of Arend Lijphart, who considered it a model case of consociationalism. Over the past ten to fifteen years, the
analysis of consociationalism has been complemented by a more detailed coverage of Belgium's spectacular transformation
process from a unitary into a federal state, moving rapidly now to disintegration. Likewise, several peculiar aspects of Belgian
politics, such as the record fragmentation of its party system, have been covered in edited volumes or international journals.
However, given the complexity of the Belgian configuration of political institutions and actors, any inclusion of particular aspects of
the Belgian case in comparative work calls for an in depth and integrated understanding of the broader political system. This is the
first book which provides such an analysis. It brings together a team of 19 political scientists and sociologists who aim to explain
the dynamics and incentives of institutional change and seek to analyze the intricate interplay between the main institutional
components of the Belgian body politic. The sociological, political and institutional determinants and the consequences of the
"federalisation" process of Belgium is the central theme that links each of the individual chapters. This book will be essential
reading for students who want to understand the politics of Belgium and for anyone with a strong interest in West European
Politics, comparative politics and comparative federalism. This book was published as a special issue of West European Politics.
Canadian Federalism is Canada’s leading text on federal institutions and processes. The fourth edition provides extensive
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updates and covers all the significant developments of the past decade, including Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s battles with
the Supreme Court and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s efforts at a more co-operative approach to intergovernmental relations. It
also features two entirely new chapters – one on criminal justice and criminal law, the other on comparative federalism. Specific
topics include the Supreme Court’s renewed emphasis on co-operative federalism and a federal–provincial balance tilted more in
favour of the provinces, the Trudeau government’s efforts to broker a deal between provinces over pipelines and carbon taxes as
part of its commitment under the Paris Agreement, the strains imposed on federal–provincial relations with the influx of refugees,
and the changing role of Ottawa and the provinces towards cities and in accommodating Indigenous rights. Examination of these
key issues includes discussion of the implications of the 2019 federal election and recent provincial elections.
The decline of statism as the world's dominant ideology has ignited a fierce debate over the evolving shape and power of
federalism in global society. The popular demand for devolution has shifted the locus of power from national government to
smaller regional units and heralded the reconceptualization of international law away from the idea of sovereignty, toward one of
jurisdiction. This timely set of essays studies the impact wrought by these centrifugal forces across Europe, Africa, and the
Americas, and analyzes the latest movements for constitutional change, self-determination, and separation. Comparative
Federalism in the Devolution Era offers political scientists and legal scholars a new perspective on the diverse nature and exercise
of postmodern federalism, and the continuing struggle between differing views of the national-local relationship.
Federalism and Political Performance compares the political performance of federal and non-federal states and evaluates the
impact of different types of federation. The contributors draw together focused case-studies to illustrate their arguments on a wide
range of countries, including Russia, India, Spain, Germany, Switzerland, Australia and Canada. A thorough and authoritative
volume and a valuable resource for students and scholars of Comparative Politics.
This book offers a new theory of federalism. The work critically discusses traditional federal theories and builds on theories that
focus on the dynamics of federalism. It offers a definition of federalism and federal organizations that encompasses both new and
old types of multi-tiered system. Unlike traditional federal theory, it is well-suited to research both multinational and mononational
systems. It also takes into account the complexity of these systems, with bodies of governance at the local, regional, national, and
supranational level. The book is divided into three parts: the first part outlines the contours of dynamic federalism, based on a
critical overview of traditional federal theory; the second part develops comprehensive indexes to measure autonomy and
cohesion of multi-tiered systems; and the third part focuses on the dynamics of federal organizations, with a special focus on
institutional hubs for change. Dynamic Federalism will be an essential resource for legal, social, economic, and political scholars
interested in federalism, regionalism, and de/centralization.
This book explores new avenues of international research in comparative federal studies. It re-examines the conceptual tools and
methodologies for understanding federal systems, and the role of comparative federalism in the dissemination and implementation
of federal concepts. It highlights the influence of comparative federalism on constitution-making as well as constitutional reforms.
The volume provides innovative and pragmatic perspectives from both the Global North and the Global South, with case studies
drawn from established federations such as India, Canada, Australia, and Austria, and emerging federal systems such as Italy and
South Africa. Advocating a combined approach that integrates modern and traditional theoretical routes with practical insights and
contemporary analyses, it discusses the issues of multilevel elections and federal governance; coalition governments and
multiparty democracy in parliamentary federal systems, such as India; minority empowerment; gender budgeting; self-governance;
multinational federalism; unitary states; the nation-state; and degenerating federalism. It also breaks new ground by looking at
federalism from a gender perspective and deals with tools for measuring fiscal responsibility, and a social and cultural index. A
tribute to the intellectual legacy of Ronald L. Watts, this volume will be useful to scholars and researchers of political science,
federalism, comparative federal studies, political studies, comparative politics, governance, public administration and law,
development studies, South Asian studies, and Global South and North studies as well policymakers, international government
bodies, research institutes, development experts, and other organisations working in the area.

Scholars widely agree that a federal system cannot work effectively without democracy. As a result of the division or
sharing of powers between levels of government, there remains considerable uncertainty about how rules or patterns of
politics between the executive and legislative branches interact. Combining theoretical analyses and selected case
studies, Federal Democracies at Work contributes to our understanding of the complex relations between federalism and
democracy. Throughout the volume, contributing authors elaborate and apply an innovative analytical framework to
provide greater clarity on the complex relations between federalism and democracy. As a whole, the volume explores
how different institutional configurations of federal democracies alleviate or intensify inherent tensions; how actors
grapple and cope with the challenge of these complexities; and how structures evolve as a result of rising conflicts and
institutional reforms or adjustments. In doing so, Federal Democracies at Work advances research on comparative
federalism and works toward a better understanding of how these compound systems work.
Multinational federations rest on the coexistence of two or more nations within a single polity. Within these federations,
minority nations play a significant role as their character differs from the other building blocks of the federation. This
edited volume offers a comprehensive comparison of two such minority nations - Quebec in Canada and Wallonia in
Belgium - which exemplifies many dimensions, themes and issues highly resonant to the study of federalism and
regionalism across the globe. Quebec and Wallonia have experienced several decades of federal dynamics where both
regions have had to find their way as a minority nation in a multinational federation. For those studying federalism and
regionalism their importance lies in a number of characteristics, but principally in the fact of these minority nations have
transformed into mini-states with fully fledged legislative powers within their federation. This book seeks to study the
specific dynamics within these small worlds and between them and the rest of the federation. This text will be of key
interest to students and scholars of federalism, nationalism and regionalism, comparative politics and policies, political
ideas and social movements.
In the last years of their existence, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (SFRY) found themselves facing a similar and very grim state of affairs. After their disintegration, the former
Yugoslav republics spiralled into a set of ethnic conflicts that did not leave a single one of them unscathed, and in the exPage 3/5
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Soviet space, conflicts were far more limited. This book offers an in-depth analysis of the difference in state collapses
and ensuing conflicts in the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia by focusing on their asymmetric ethnofederal structure and the
different dynamics of ethnic mobilization that the federal units experienced. Moreover, it explores the links between
identity politics and international relations, as the latter has been a latecomer in research on ethnonationalism and ethnic
conflict. Finally, it contributes to the literature on the democratization-conflict nexus by proposing that the sequencing of
ethnic mobilization and political liberalization has significant effects on the likelihood of conflict. This text will be of key
interest to scholars and students of Post-Soviet politics, Balkan politics, ethnic conflict, peace and conflict studies,
federalism, and more broadly to comparative politics and international relations.
The time is ripe to revisit Canada's past and redress its historical wrongs. Yet in our urgency to imagine roads to
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, it is important to keep in sight the many other forms of diversity that Canadian
federalism has historically been designed to accommodate or could also reflect more effectively. Canadian Federalism
and Its Future brings together international experts to assess four fundamental institutions: bicameralism, the judiciary as
arbiter of the federal deal, the electoral system and party politics, and intergovernmental relations. The contributors use
comparative and critical lenses to appraise the repercussions of these four dimensions of Canadian federalism on key
actors, including member states, constitutive units, internal nations, Indigenous peoples, and linguistic minorities.
Pursuing the work of The Constitutions That Shaped Us (2015) and The Quebec Conference of 1864 (2018), this third
volume is a testimony to Canada's successes and failures in constitutional design. Reflecting on the cultural pluralism
inherent in this country, Canadian Federalism and Its Future offers thought-provoking lessons for a world in search of
concrete institutional solutions, within and beyond the traditional nation-state.
Constitutional law provides the legal framework for the Australian political and legal systems, and thus touches almost
every aspect of Australian life. The Handbook offers a critical analysis of some of the most significant aspects of
Australian constitutional arrangements, setting them against the historical, legal, political, and social contexts in which
Australia's constitutional system has developed. It takes care to highlight the distinctive features of the Australian
constitutional system by placing the Australian system, where possible, in global perspective. The chapters of the
Handbook are arranged in seven thematically-grouped parts. The first, 'Foundations', deals with aspects of Australian
history which have influenced constitutional arrangements. The second, 'Constitutional Domain', addresses the
interaction between the constitution and other relevant legal systems and orders, including the common law, international
law, and state constitutions. The third, 'Themes', identifies themes of special constitutional significance, including the
legitimacy of the constitution, citizenship, and republicanism. The fourth, 'Practice and Process', deals with practical
issues relevant to constitutional litigation, including the processes, techniques, and authority of the High Court of
Australia. The final three parts deal with the structural building blocks of the Australian Constitutional system: 'Separation
of Powers', 'Federalism', and the 'Protection of Rights.' Written by a team of experts drawn from academia and practice,
the Handbook provides Australian and international readers alike with a reliable source of knowledge, understanding, and
insight into the Australian Constitution.
Tensions between central authorities and subnational units over centralization and fiscal autonomy are on top of the
political agenda in many developing federal countries. This book examines historical changes in the balance between the
resources that presidents and governors control and the policy responsibilities they have to deliver. It focuses on
Argentina and Brazil, the most decentralized federal countries in Latin America, with the most powerful sub-national
governments in the region. Using formal modelling, statistical tools, and comparative historical analyses, it examines
substantive shifts in the allocation of resources and the distribution of administrative functions and explains under which
conditions these changes occur. In doing so, it presents theoretical and comparative implications for the study of fiscal
federalism and the functioning of developing federal democracies. This text will be of key interest to scholars and
students of federalism, intergovernmental relations, decentralization, and sub-national politics and more broadly to those
studying comparative politics, democratization, political elites, public policy and economics.
Comparing Fiscal Federalism investigates intergovernmental financial relations and the current allocation of financial and fiscal
powers in compound states from a comparative and interdisciplinary perspective. Theoretical approaches and case studies
provide a comprehensive analysis of recent developments and emerging trends.
This book argues that governments' choices in favour or against strong intergovernmental institutions are not primarily driven by
considerations of efficiency but by internal political dynamics within their own boundaries. It applies the argument to Canada,
Switzerland, the United States, and finally to the European Union.
Discussing what we may learn from thinking about the EU in federal terms represents a two-fold challenge. It is on the one hand a
matter of establishing ‘how federal’ the EU is (the EU’s federal challenge). On the other, the EU has federal features but is not a
state, thus raising the question of whether federal theory and practice may have to be adapted to take proper account of the EU
(the EU’s challenge to federalism). The contributions to this collection supplement and extend existing scholarship through
focusing on two important lines of inquiry. The first focuses on the relationship between federalism and democracy, with particular
emphasis on how federal systems respond to and deal with citizens’ interests and concerns, within and outside the political
system. Representation is explored both in the process of federalization, and as a feature of established systems. The second line
of inquiry places the emphasis on the relationship among the governments of federal systems. The focus is on intergovernmental
relations, and the particular merits that emanate from studying these from a federal perspective. This book was originally published
as a special issue of Journal of European Public Policy.
Why has Canada been unable to achieve any of its climate-change targets? Part of the reason is that emissions in two provinces,
Alberta and Saskatchewan, already about half the Canadian total when taken together, have been steadily increasing as a result
of expanding oil and gas production. Declining emissions in other provinces, such as Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, have been cancelled out by those western increases. The ultimate explanation for Canadian failure lies in the differing
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energy interests of the western and eastern provinces, overlaid on the confederation fault-line of western alienation. Climate,
energy, and national unity form a toxic mix. How can Ottawa possibly get all the provinces moving in the same direction of
decreasing emissions? To answer this question, Douglas Macdonald explores the five attempts to date to put in place co-ordinated
national policy in the fields of energy and climate change - from Pierre Trudeau's ill-fated National Energy Program to Justin
Trudeau's bitterly contested Pan-Canadian program - analyzing and comparing them for the first time. Important new insights
emerge from this analysis which, in turn, provide the basis for a new approach. Carbon Province, Hydro Province is a major
contribution to both academic understanding and the vital question of how our federal and provincial governments can effectively
work together and thereby for the first time achieve a Canadian climate-change target.
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