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Hercules, Zeus, Thor, Gilgamesh--these are the
figures that leap to mind when we think of myth. But
to David Leeming, myths are more than stories of
deities and fantastic beings from non-Christian
cultures. Myth is at once the most particular and the
most universal feature of civilization, representing
common concerns that each society voices in its
own idiom. Whether an Egyptian story of creation or
the big-bang theory of modern physics, myth is
metaphor, mirroring our deepest sense of ourselves
in relation to existence itself. Now, in The World of
Myth, Leeming provides a sweeping anthology of
myths, ranging from ancient Egypt and Greece to the
Polynesian islands and modern science. We read
stories of great floods from the ancient Babylonians,
Hebrews, Chinese, and Mayans; tales of apocalypse
from India, the Norse, Christianity, and modern
science; myths of the mother goddess from Native
American Hopi culture and James Lovelock's Gaia.
Leeming has culled myths from Aztec, Greek,
African, Australian Aboriginal, Japanese, Moslem,
Hittite, Celtic, Chinese, and Persian cultures, offering
one of the most wide-ranging collections of what he
calls the collective dreams of humanity. More
important, he has organized these myths according
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to a number of themes, comparing and contrasting
how various societies have addressed similar
concerns, or have told similar stories. In the section
on dying gods, for example, both Odin and Jesus
sacrifice themselves to renew the world, each dying
on a tree. Such traditions, he proposes, may have
their roots in societies of the distant past, which
would ritually sacrifice their kings to renew the tribe.
In The World of Myth, David Leeming takes us on a
journey "not through a maze of falsehood but
through a marvellous world of metaphor," metaphor
for "the story of the relationship between the known
and the unknown, both around us and within us."
Fantastic, tragic, bizarre, sometimes funny, the
myths he presents speak of the most fundamental
human experience, a part of what Joseph Campbell
called "the wonderful song of the soul's high
adventure."
What are myths? How have they evolved? And why
do we still so desperately need them? A history of
myth is a history of humanity, Karen Armstrong
argues in this insightful and eloquent book: our
stories and beliefs, our attempts to understand the
world, link us to our ancestors and each other. This
is a brilliant and thought-provoking introduction to
myth in the broadest sense – from Palaeolithic times
to the “Great Western Transformation” of the last
500 years – and why we dismiss it only at our peril.
Grizzle provides a history of science/religion
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interactions, with an emphasis on Christianity. He
also examines his own history of dialogue, which
involves self-reflection and interactions with others
on science and religion. He focuses on what we
have learned about the structure, history, and
functioning of creation.
Although a great deal has been written on Plato's
ethics, his cosmology has not received so much
attention in recent times and its importance for his
ethical thought has remained underexplored. By
offering accounts of Timaeus, Philebus, Politicus and
Laws X, the book reveals a strongly symbiotic
relation between the cosmic and human sphere. It is
argued that in his late period Plato presents a picture
of an organic universe, endowed with structure and
intrinsic value, which both urges our respect and
calls for our responsible intervention. Humans are
thus seen as citizens of a university that can provide
a context for their flourishing even in the absence of
good political institutions. The book sheds light on
many intricate metaphysical issues in late Plato and
brings out the close connections between his
cosmology and the development of his ethics.
In this guide to the cosmology of ancient Egypt,
Jeremy Naydler recreates the experience of living in
another time and place. Temple of the Cosmos
explores Egypt's sacred geography and mythology;
but more importantly, it reveals with unprecedented
clarity an ancient consciousness in tune with the
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rhythms of the earth. The ancient Egyptians
experienced their gods not as remote beings but
rather as psychic and natural forces, transpersonal
energies that played a part in everyday life. This
direct experience of the gods shaped the Egyptian
concepts of human development, healing, magic,
and the soul's journey through the Underworld as
described in the Books of the Dead. While building
on the pioneering efforts of R. A. Schwaller de
Lubicz and others, Temple of the Cosmos is much
more than a recapitulation of previous theories of
Egyptian spirituality. Rather, this book breaks new
ground by placing the work of other Egyptologists in
an original, magical context. The result is a brilliant
reimagining of the Egyptian worldview and its sacred
path of spiritual unfolding.
A prescient warning of a future we now inhabit,
where fake news stories and Internet conspiracy
theories play to a disaffected American populace “A
glorious book . . . A spirited defense of science . . .
From the first page to the last, this book is a
manifesto for clear thought.”—Los Angeles Times
How can we make intelligent decisions about our
increasingly technology-driven lives if we don’t
understand the difference between the myths of
pseudoscience and the testable hypotheses of
science? Pulitzer Prize-winning author and
distinguished astronomer Carl Sagan argues that
scientific thinking is critical not only to the pursuit of
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truth but to the very well-being of our democratic
institutions. Casting a wide net through history and
culture, Sagan examines and authoritatively debunks
such celebrated fallacies of the past as witchcraft,
faith healing, demons, and UFOs. And yet,
disturbingly, in today's so-called information age,
pseudoscience is burgeoning with stories of alien
abduction, channeling past lives, and communal
hallucinations commanding growing attention and
respect. As Sagan demonstrates with lucid
eloquence, the siren song of unreason is not just a
cultural wrong turn but a dangerous plunge into
darkness that threatens our most basic freedoms.
Praise for The Demon-Haunted World “Powerful . . .
A stirring defense of informed rationality. . . Rich in
surprising information and beautiful writing.”—The
Washington Post Book World “Compelling.”—USA
Today “A clear vision of what good science means
and why it makes a difference. . . . A testimonial to
the power of science and a warning of the dangers
of unrestrained credulity.”—The Sciences
“Passionate.”—San Francisco Examiner-Chronicle
This book re-examines the definitions of 'religion'
and 'ritual' through a range of archaeological
examples drawn from around the world and across
time. It serves as an introduction to the theory and
methodology of the archaeology of religion.
Available again, with a new preface, a physicist's
"exceptionally clear summary of 2,500 years of
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science and a fascinating account of the ways in
which it often does intersect with spiritual beliefs"
--Kirkus Reviews
This book is a historical account of how natural
philosophers and scientists have endeavoured to
understand the universe at large, first in a mythical
and later in a scientific context. Starting with the
creation stories of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia,
the book covers all the major events in theoretical
and observational cosmology, from Aristotle's
cosmos over the Copernican revolution to the
discovery of the accelerating universe in the late
1990s. It presents cosmology as asubject including
scientific as well as non-scientific dimensions, and
tells the story of how it developed into a true science
of the heavens. Contrary to most other books in the
history of cosmology, it offers an integrated account
of the development with emphasis on the modern
Einsteinian andpost-Einsteinian period. Starting in
the pre-literary era, it carries the story onwards to the
early years of the 21st century.
The Grand Contraption tells the story of humanity's
attempts through 4,000 years of written history to
make sense of the world in its cosmic totality, to
understand its physical nature, and to know its real
and imagined inhabitants. No other book has
provided as coherent, compelling, and learned a
narrative on this subject of subjects. David Park
takes us on an incredible journey that illuminates the
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multitude of elaborate "contraptions" by which
humans in the Western world have imagined the
earth they inhabit--and what lies beyond. Intertwining
history, religion, philosophy, literature, and the
physical sciences, this eminently readable book is,
ultimately, about the "grand contraption" we've
constructed through the ages in an effort to
understand and identify with the universe. According
to Park, people long ago conceived of our world as a
great rock slab inhabited by gods, devils, and people
and crowned by stars. Thinkers imagined ether to fill
the empty space, and in the comforting certainty of
celestial movement they discerned numbers, and in
numbers, order. Separate sections of the book tell
the fascinating stories of measuring and mapping the
Earth and Heavens, and later, the scientific
exploration of the universe. The journey reveals
many common threads stretching from ancient
Mesopotamians and Greeks to peoples of today. For
example, humans have tended to imagine Earth and
Sky as living creatures. Not true, say science-savvy
moderns. But truth isn't always the point. The point,
says Park, is that Earth is indeed the fragile bubble
we surmise, and we must treat it with the reverence
it deserves.
A religious cosmology (also mythological cosmology)
is a way of explaining the origin, the history and the
evolution of the cosmos or universe based on the
religious mythology of a specific tradition. Religious
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cosmologies usually include an act or process of
creation by a creator deity or a larger pantheon. The
universe of the ancient Israelites was made up of a
flat disc-shaped earth floating on water, heaven
above, underworld below. Humans inhabited earth
during life and the underworld after death, and the
underworld was morally neutral; only in Hellenistic
times (after c.330 BC) did Jews begin to adopt the
Greek idea that it would be a place of punishment for
misdeeds, and that the righteous would enjoy an
afterlife in heaven. In this period too the older threelevel cosmology was widely replaced by the Greek
concept of a spherical earth suspended in space at
the center of a number of concentric heavens.
Around the time of Jesus or a little earlier, the Greek
idea that God had actually created matter replaced
the older idea that matter had always existed, but in
a chaotic state. This concept, called creatio ex nihilo,
is now the accepted orthodoxy of most
denominations of Judaism and Christianity. Most
denominations of Christianity and Judaism claim that
a single, uncreated God was responsible for the
creation of the cosmos. This book gives an overview
of the religious cosmologies, creationism or creation
myths that are associated with Buddhism, Judaism,
Christianity, Jainism, Islam, Zoroastrianism and
numerous others.
Conceptions of CosmosFrom Myths to the
Accelerating Universe: A History of
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CosmologyOxford University Press
Laura Knight-Jadczyk's series, The Secret History of
the World, is one of the most ambitious projects ever
undertaken to provide a cogent, comprehensive
account of humanity's true history and place in the
cosmos. Following the great unifying vision of the
Stoic Posidonius, Laura weaves together the study
of history, mythology, religion, psychology and
physics, revealing a view of the world that is both
rational and breathtaking in its all-encompassing
scope. This second volume, Comets and the Horns
of Moses, (written in concert with several following
volumes soon to be released) picks up the dangling
threads of volume one with an analysis of the Biblical
character of Moses -- his possible true history and
nature -- and the cyclical nature of cosmic
catastrophes in Earth's history. Laura skillfully tracks
the science of comets, revealing evidence for the
fundamentally electrical and electromagnetic nature
of these celestial bodies and how they have
repeatedly wreaked havoc and destruction on our
planet over the course of human history. Even more
startling however, is the evidence that comets and
cometary fragments have played a central role in the
formation of human myth and legend and the very
concept of a 'god'. As she expertly navigates her
way through the labyrinth of history, Laura uncovers
the secret knowledge of comets that has been
hidden in the great myths, ancient astronomy (and
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astrology) and the works of the Greek philosophers.
Concluding with a look at the political and
psychological implications of cyclical cometary
catastrophes and what they portend for humanity
today, Comets and the Horns of Moses is a marvel
of original thought and keen detective work that will
rock the foundations of your understanding of the
world you live in, and no doubt ruffle the feathers of
the many academics who still cling to an outdated
and blinkered view of history.
With elegance and clarity, Wolfgang Smith leads the
reader, step by step, to the realization that the
specifically 'modern' world is based intellectually, not
indeed upon scientific facts, but ultimately on nothing
more substantial than a syndrome of Promethean
myths. And this 'opening' enables him to recover and
reaffirm the deep metaphysical insights that have
come down to us through the teachings of
Christianity: having broken the grip of scientistic
presuppositions, the author succeeds in bringing to
view universal truths which had long been obscured.
This anthology of international scholarship offers
new critical approaches to the study of the many
manifestations of the paranormal in the Middle Ages.
The guiding principle of the collection is to depart
from symbolic or reductionist readings of the subject
matter in favor of focusing on the paranormal as
human experience and, essentially, on how these
experiences are defined by the sources. The authors
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work with a variety of medieval Icelandic textual
sources, including family sagas, legendary sagas,
romances, poetry, hagiography and miracles,
exploring the diversity of paranormal activity in the
medieval North. This volume questions all previous
definitions of the subject matter, most decisively the
idea of saga realism, and opens up new avenues in
saga research.
Unbelievable explodes seven of the most popular
and pernicious myths about science and religion.
Michael Newton Keas, a historian of science, lays
out the facts to show how far the conventional
wisdom departs from reality. He also shows how
these myths have proliferated over the past four
centuries and exert so much influence today,
infiltrating science textbooks and popular culture.
The seven myths, Keas shows, amount to little more
than religion bashing—especially Christianity bashing.
Unbelievable reveals: · Why the “Dark Ages” never
happened · Why we didn’t need Christopher
Columbus to prove the earth was round · Why
Copernicus would be shocked to learn that he
supposedly demoted humans from the center of the
universe · What everyone gets wrong about
Galileo’s clash with the Church, and why it matters
today · Why the vastness of the universe does not
deal a blow to religious belief in human significance ·
How the popular account of Giordano Bruno as a
“martyr for science” ignores the fact that he was
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executed for theological reasons, not scientific ones ·
How a new myth is being positioned to replace
religion—a futuristic myth that sounds scientific but
isn’t In debunking these myths, Keas shows that the
real history is much more interesting than the
common narrative of religion at war with science.
This accessible and entertaining book offers an
invaluable resource to students, scholars, teachers,
homeschoolers, and religious believers tired of being
portrayed as anti-intellectual and anti-science.
First published in French in 1988, and in English in 1992, this
companion explores the nature of the literary myth in a
collection of over 100 essays, from Abraham to Zoroaster. Its
coverage is international and draws on legends from
prehistory to the modern age throughout literature, whether
fiction, poetry or drama. Essays on classical figures, as well
as later myths, explore the origin, development and various
incarnations of their subjects. Alongside entries on western
archetypes, are analyses of non-European myths from across
the world, including Africa, China, Japan, Latin America and
India. This book will be indispensable for students and
teachers of literature, history and cultural studies, as well as
anyone interested in the fascinating world of mythology. A
detailed bibliography and index are included. ‘The
Companion provides a fine interpretive road map to Western
culture’s use of archetypal stories.’ Wilson Library Review
‘It certainly is a comprehensive volume... extremely useful.’
Times Higher Education Supplement
A groundbreaking scholarly publication, accompanying an
exhibition organized by the National Museum of African Art,
Smithsonian Institution, African Cosmos: Stellar Arts brings
together exceptional works of art, dating from ancient times to
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the present, and essays by leading scholars and
contemporary artists to consider African cultural astronomy:
creativity and artistic practice in Africa as it is linked to
celestial bodies and atmospheric phenomena. African
concepts of the universe are intensely personal, placing
human beings in relation to the earth and sky, and with the
sun, moon, and stars. At the core of creation myths and the
foundation of moral values, celestial bodies are often
accorded sacred capacities and are part of the “cosmological
map” that allows humans to chart their course through life.
Paul LaViolette reveals astonishing parallels between cutting
edge scientific thought and early creation myths, and how
these myths encode a theory of cosmology in which matter is
continually growing from seeds of order that emerge
spontaneously from chaos. Exposing the contradictions of the
Big Bang theory, LaViolette leads us beyond the restrictive
metaphors of modern science and into a new science for the
21st century.
More than 100,000 copies sold in France A fascinating new
journey through Greek mythology that explains the myths'
timeless lessons and meaning Heroes, gods, and mortals.
The Greek myths are the founding narratives of Western
civilization: to understand them is to know the origins of
philosophy, literature, art, science, law, and more. Indeed, as
Luc Ferry shows in this masterful book, they remain a great
store of wisdom, as relevant to our lives today as ever before.
No mere legends or clichés ("Herculean task," "Pandora's
box," "Achilles heel," etc.), these classic stories offer profound
and manifold lessons, providing the first sustained attempt to
answer fundamental human questions concerning "the good
life," the burden of mortality, and how to find one's place in
the world. Vividly retelling the great tales of mythology and
illuminating fresh new ways of understanding them, The
Wisdom of the Myths will enlighten readers of all ages.
Page 13/22

Read Book Conceptions Of Cosmos From Myths
To The
Nearly every belief system in every part of the world has its
own distinctive answers to how the world was created, often
taking the form of a story or myth. These narratives offer
insight into a culture's values, its world view, and its
interpretations of the relationship between the individual,
society, and the divine.
Globalization of Technology is a component of Encyclopedia
of Technology, Information, and Systems Management
Resources in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support
Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated compendium of
twenty one Encyclopedias. This book on Globalization of
Technology provides the essential aspects and fundamentals
of Issues in Technology Transfer and Technological
Capability Building such as: Techno-Economic Paradigms
and Latecomer Industrialization; Knowledge Networks and
the Internet; Technology Transfer: Vehicles, Conditions,
Spillovers, and Policy Challenges; The Social Implications of
Technological Development: Industrialization and Innovation
as a Collective Process. This volume is aimed at the following
five major target audiences: University and College students
Educators, Professional practitioners, Research personnel
and Policy analysts, managers, and decision makers and
NGOs.
Weissenbacher, Stephen P. Weldon, and Tomoko Yoshida
This volume offers an integrated and comparative approach
to the Popol Vuh, analyzing its myths to elucidate the ancient
Maya past while using multiple lines of evidence to shed light
on the text. Combining interpretations of the myths with
analyses of archaeological, iconographic, epigraphic,
ethnohistoric, ethnographic, and literary resources, the work
demonstrates how Popol Vuh mythologies contribute to the
analysis and interpretation of the ancient Maya past. The
chapters are grouped into four sections. The first section
interprets the Highland Maya worldview through examination
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of the text, analyzing interdependence between deities and
human beings as well as the textual and cosmological
coherence of the Popol Vuh as a source. The second section
analyzes the Precolumbian Maya archaeological record as it
relates to the myths of the Popol Vuh, providing new
interpretations of the use of space, architecture, burials,
artifacts, and human remains found in Classic Maya caves.
The third explores ancient Maya iconographic motifs,
including those found in Classic Maya ceramic art; the nature
of predatory birds; and the Hero Twins’ deeds in the Popol
Vuh. The final chapters address mythological continuities and
change, reexamining past methodological approaches using
the Popol Vuh as a resource for the interpretation of Classic
Maya iconography and ancient Maya religion and mythology,
connecting the myths of the Popol Vuh to iconography from
Preclassic Izapa, and demonstrating how narratives from the
Popol Vuh can illuminate mythologies from other parts of
Mesoamerica. The Myths of the Popol Vuh in Cosmology, Art,
and Ritual is the first volume to bring together multiple
perspectives and original interpretations of the Popol Vuh
myths. It will be of interest not only to Mesoamericanists but
also to art historians, archaeologists, ethnohistorians,
iconographers, linguists, anthropologists, and scholars
working in ritual studies, the history of religion, historic and
Precolumbian literature and historic linguistics. Contributors:
Jaime J. Awe, Karen Bassie-Sweet, Oswaldo Chinchilla
Mazariegos, Michael D. Coe, Iyaxel Cojtí Ren, Héctor
Escobedo, Thomas H. Guderjan, Julia Guernsey, Christophe
Helmke, Nicholas A. Hopkins, Barbara MacLeod, Jesper
Nielsen, Colin Snider, Karl A. Taube
The I, Claudius author’s “lightning sharp interpretations and
insights . . . are here brought to bear with equal effectiveness
on the Book of Genesis” (Kirkus Reviews). This is a
comprehensive look at the stories that make up the Old
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Testament and the Jewish religion, including the folk tales,
apocryphal texts, midrashes, and other little-known
documents that the Old Testament and the Torah do not
include. In this exhaustive study, Robert Graves provides a
fascinating account of pre-Biblical texts that have been
censored, suppressed, and hidden for centuries, and which
now emerge to give us a clearer view of Hebrew myth and
religion than ever. Venerable classicist and historian Robert
Graves recounts the ancient Hebrew stories, both obscure
and familiar, with a rich sense of storytelling, culture, and
spirituality. This book is sure to be riveting to students of
Jewish or Judeo-Christian history, culture, and religion.
A falling apple inspired the law of gravity—or so the story
goes. Is it true? Perhaps not. But why do such stories endure
as explanations of how science happens? Newton’s Apple
and Other Myths about Science brushes away popular
misconceptions to provide a clearer picture of scientific
breakthroughs from ancient times to the present.
A noted historian of religion traces manifestations of the
sacred from primitive to modern times, in terms of space,
time, nature and the cosmos, and life itself. Index. Translated
by Willard Trask.
The theoretical physicist shares his latest thoughts on the
nature of space and time in this anthology of selections from
Princeton University Press. Along with eminent colleagues,
Hawking extends theoretical frontiers by speculating on the
big questions of modern cosmology.
If we want nonscientists and opinion-makers in the press, the
lab, and the pulpit to take a fresh look at the relationship
between science and religion, Ronald L. Numbers suggests
that we must first dispense with the hoary myths that have
masqueraded too long as historical truths. Until about the
1970s, the dominant narrative in the history of science had
long been that of science triumphant, and science at war with
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religion. But a new generation of historians both of science
and of the church began to examine episodes in the history of
science and religion through the values and knowledge of the
actors themselves. Now Ronald Numbers has recruited the
leading scholars in this new history of science to puncture the
myths, from Galileo’s incarceration to Darwin’s deathbed
conversion to Einstein’s belief in a personal God who “didn’t
play dice with the universe.” The picture of science and
religion at each other’s throats persists in mainstream media
and scholarly journals, but each chapter in Galileo Goes to
Jail shows how much we have to gain by seeing beyond the
myths.
A comprehensive, scholarly accessible study, in which the
authors draw upon poetry and mythology, art and literature,
archaeology and psychology to show how the myth of the
goddess has been lost from our formal Judeo-Christian
images of the divine. They explain what happened to the
goddess, when, and how she was excluded from western
culture, and the implications of this loss.
The exile is a central turning point in Israel’s construction of
the past as it is recorded in the Hebrew Bible. The latter’s
concept/s of exile are involved, among others, in
constructions of patriarchal narratives, the Egyptian sojourn
and slavery that led to the Exodus, and the motif of “the
empty land” during the Babylonian period. Moreover, ancient
Israelite concepts of exile have exerted much influence in
later Christian and Jews discourses. This volume gathers
papers presented at two workshops organized by the
University of Munich and the University of Alberta.
Exploring the 'roads less travelled', MacDonald continues his
monumental essay in the history of ideas. The history of
heterodox ideas about the concept of mind takes the reader
from the earliest records about human nature in Ancient
Egypt, the Ancient Near East, and the Zoroastrian religion,
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through the secret teachings in the Hermetic and Gnostic
scriptures, and into the transformation of ideas about the
mind, soul and spirit in the late antique and early medieval
epochs. These transitions include discussion of the influence
of Central Asian shamanism, Manichean ideas about the soul
in light and darkness, and Neoplatonic theurgy, 'working-ongod-within'. Sections on the medieval period are concerned
with the rediscovery of magical practices and occult doctrines
from Roger Bacon to Francis Bacon, the adaptation of
Neoplatonic and esoteric ideas in the medieval Christian
mystics, and the survival of these ideas mixed with natural
science in the works of von Helmont, Leibniz and Goethe.
The book concludes with an investigation of the many forms
of dualism in accounts of the human mind and soul, and the
concept of dual-life which underpins our aspiration to
understand how humans could have an immortal nature like
the gods.

America is widely regarded as the ultimate "Christian
Nation." Religious language has always been at the
forefront of American politics but this has increased
since the events of 9/11. 'Myth and the Christian
Nation' presents a startling analysis of how and why
Christianity and national identity have been woven
together in recent American political discourse.
Drawing on examples of religious myth-making
across the ancient world 'Myth and the Christian
Nation' brings the weight of history to bear on
America today, a place where myth, monotheism,
sovereignty and power can be harnessed together in
the service of specific interests. The book invites
readers to rethink the role of religion in the
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construction of social democracy and to see America
afresh.
"Revised edition of a book entitled The Wisdom of
Ancient Cosmology published a decade ago"--Galley
preface.
It is hard to think of an area of Christian theology that
provides more scope for interdisciplinary
conversation than the doctrine of creation. This
doctrine not only invites reflection on an intellectual
concept: it calls for contemplation of the endlessly
complex, dynamic, and fascinating world that human
being inhabit. But the possibilities for wide-ranging
discussion are such that scholars sometimes end up
talking past one another. Productive conversation
requires mutual understanding of insights across
disciplinary boundaries. Knowing Creation offers an
essential resource for helping scholars from a range
of fields to appreciate one another's concerns and
perspectives. In so doing, it offers an important step
forward in establishing a mutually-enriching dialogue
that addresses, amongst others, the following key
questions: Who is the God who creates? Why does
God create? What is "creation"? What does it mean
to recognize that a theology of creation speaks of a
natural world that is subject to the observation of the
natural sciences? What does it mean to talk about
both a "natural" order and a "created" order? What
are the major tensions that have arisen between the
natural sciences and Christian thinking historically,
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and why? How can we move beyond such tensions
to a positive and constructive conversation, while
also avoiding facile notions such as a "god of the
gaps"? Is it feasible for a natural scientist to maintain
a belief in God's continuing creative activity? In what
ways might a naturalistic understanding of the
natural world be said to be limited? How can biblical
studies, theology, philosophy, history, and science
talk better together about these questions? At a time
when the doctrine of creation - and even a mention
of "creation" - has been disparaged due to its
supposed associations with anti-scientific dogma,
and theological offerings sometimes risk appearing a
little more than reactionary exercises in naive
apologetics, ill-informed by science or distinctly wary
of engagement with it, it is more important than ever
to offer a cross-disciplinary resource that can voice a
positive account of a Christian theology of creation,
and do so as a genuinely broad-ranging
conversation about science and faith. Contributors to
Knowing Creation include Marilyn McCord Adams,
Denis Alexander, Susan Eastman, C. Stephen
Evans, Peter van Inwagen, Christoph Schwobel,
John H. Walton, Francis Watson, and more. X
Unlike many other ancient mythologies, Hinduism
thrives in the modern world. One billion followers and
countless others have been captivated by its
symbolic representations of love, karma, and
reincarnation. Handbook of Hindu Mythology offers
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an informative introduction to this dauntingly
complex mythology of multifaceted deities, lengthy
heroic tales, and arcane philosophies-all with a
3,000-year history of reinterpretations and
adaptations. Williams offers a number of pathways
by which to approach Hinduism's ever-changing
gods and goddesses (e.g., Brahmï¿½, Vishnu, Siva),
spiritual verses (such as the vedas), secular epics
(including the Rï¿½mï¿½yana and the
Mahï¿½bhï¿½rata), myths within myths, devotional
and esoteric traditions, psychic and yogic disciplines,
and magical practices. With this handbook, readers
can explore the history of Hindu mythology, follow a
detailed timeline of key episodes and historical
events, and look up specific elements of historical or
contemporary Hinduism in a beautifully illustrated
reference work. It is the ideal introduction to the
origins of Hinduism, the culture that shaped it from
antiquity to the present, and the age-old stories,
ideas, and traditions that speak to the human
condition as eloquently today as ever. Including
annotated bibliographies, a glossary of cultural and
mythological terms, and numerous illustrations, here
is a gold mine of information on Hindu mythology.
Examines myths and folk tales from around the
world in an attempt to understand the symbolism of
the hero as it appears in the mythologies and
religions of mankind.
The PBS series The Power of Myth first introduced
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Joseph Campbell as a primary influence on Western
culture. Myth Conceptions reveals this New Age
thinker, probing what his ideas mean for Christians.
Tom Snyder looks at Campbell's influence on films,
especially Steven Spielberg's, and his view of
politically correct truth, morality, and religious
experience.
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