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Oxfam carries out original research on various aspects of its overseas programme, as part of a
constant monitoring process, and in an effort to gain greater understanding of development
programmes and practice. Although primarily a tool for institutional learning, some of the
resulting reports are of wider interest. As part of its commitment to sharing experience of good
practice, Oxfam publishes those reports which describe innovative research projects, evaluate
particularly interesting projects or programmes, or are the proceedings of workshops or
seminars. This study examines the complex range of forces that have shaped the conflict in
Somalia, and recommends contributions which NGOs might make towards the building of a
lasting peace.
During the 1990s the drive of liberal peace efforts in the form of humanitarian intervention
transformed the ways in which traditional development assistance operated in war and postwar situations. From Somalia and Rwanda to Bosnia and Sri Lanka, conflict, security and
development became more intertwined as more integrated programmes and interventions
were advocated by the international community. Conflict and Development, whilst serving as
an in-depth introduction to key themes and context, questions the extent to which international
aid has over-reached in seeking to engage more centrally in addressing the causes and
consequences of violent conflict. Using this framework, the author traces the evolution of the
conflict and development agenda and explores the politics of aid and policymaking in relation
to international conflict. By taking a combined approach of theory, policy and practice this vital
new book explores and comprehensively explains the impact of conflict on development and
vice-versa through the series of concise thematic chapters.
"A project of the International Peace Academy and CISAC, The Center for International
Security and Cooperation"--P. ii.
This report synthesises main findings and recommendations from a survey of 13 countries on
international engagement in fragile states.
In 1991, certain political and military leaders in Somalia, wishing to gain exclusive control over
the state, mobilized their followers to use terror—wounding, raping, and killing—to expel a vast
number of Somalis from the capital city of Mogadishu and south-central and southern Somalia.
Manipulating clan sentiment, they succeeded in turning ordinary civilians against neighbors,
friends, and coworkers. Although this episode of organized communal violence is common
knowledge among Somalis, its real nature has not been publicly acknowledged and has been
ignored, concealed, or misrepresented in scholarly works and political memoirs—until now.
Marshaling a vast amount of source material, including Somali poetry and survivor accounts,
Clan Cleansing in Somalia analyzes this campaign of clan cleansing against the historical
background of a violent and divisive military dictatorship, in the contemporary context of regime
collapse, and in relationship to the rampant militia warfare that followed in its wake. Clan
Cleansing in Somalia also reflects on the relationship between history, truth, and postconflict
reconstruction in Somalia. Documenting the organization and intent behind the campaign of
clan cleansing, Lidwien Kapteijns traces the emergence of the hate narratives and code words
that came to serve as rationales and triggers for the violence. However, it was not clans that
killed, she insists, but people who killed in the name of clan. Kapteijns argues that the mutual
forgiveness for which politicians often so lightly call is not a feasible proposition as long as the
violent acts for which Somalis should forgive each other remain suppressed and undiscussed.
Clan Cleansing in Somalia establishes that public acknowledgment of the ruinous turn to
communal violence is indispensable to social and moral repair, and can provide a gateway for
the critical memory work required from Somalis on all sides of this multifaceted conflict.
In the last three decades, Somalia has been associated with such horrible terms as 'state
collapse', 'civil wars', 'foreign intervention', 'warlordism', 'famine', 'piracy' and 'terrorism'. This
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depiction was in contradiction to its earlier images as the cradle of the human race, the kernel
of ancient civilizations, the land of Punt, a homogeneous nation-state and the first democratic
state in Africa. So how did things fall apart in the country? This Volume 1 of a two-volume
narrative, Dr. Abdullahi explores the history of the people of Somali peninsula since ancient
times, the advent of Islam and colonialism, the rise and fall of Somali nationalism and the
perspectives of the Somali state collapse. The book uses a unique thematic approach and
analysis to make sense of Somali history by emphasizing the responsibility of Somali political
elites in creating and perpetuating the disastrous conditions in their country.
The Horn of Africa is a deeply troubled region engulfed in three interlocking crises. The first is
a security crisis characterized by a range of devastating inter-state and inter-communal
conflicts, including civil wars. The second is an economic crisis, evidenced by widespread
debilitating poverty, chronic food insecurity, and frequent cycles of famines. The effects of the
third - environmental - crisis are all too visible in the droughts, deforestation and desertification
ravaging the region. What is more, these three crises are mutually reinforcing locking the
region into a cycle of disaster. Conflicts contribute to poverty, which in turn intensifies
environmental degradation, leading to scarcities which fuel further conflicts. In this clear and
authoritative guide, Kidane Mengisteab explores the key drivers of instability in the Horn of
Africa, suggesting structural and institutional changes that - if implemented - could help lift the
region out of crisis. The Horn’s complex crises must be tackled in a comprehensive manner.
But, he contends, this can only be achieved if the causes of conflict are addressed head-on.
Without peace, the region cannot resolve its economic problems, and nor can it develop the
capabilities required to cope with environmental change. The Horn of Africa will be essential
reading for students and scholars in conflict and security studies, as well as anyone with an
interest in learning more about the dynamics of this troubled region
"The rise of AI must be better managed in the near term in order to mitigate longer term risks
and to ensure that AI does not reinforce existing inequalities"--Publisher.

Based on literature review and inputs from surveyed agencies, this book
assesses the value and role of early warning for the prevention of violent conflict
and identifies the most effective systems.
Already a classic of war reporting and now reissued as a Grove Press
paperback, Black Hawk Down is Mark Bowden’s brilliant account of the longest
sustained firefight involving American troops since the Vietnam War. On October
3, 1993, about a hundred elite U.S. soldiers were dropped by helicopter into the
teeming market in the heart of Mogadishu, Somalia. Their mission was to abduct
two top lieutenants of a Somali warlord and return to base. It was supposed to
take an hour. Instead, they found themselves pinned down through a long and
terrible night fighting against thousands of heavily armed Somalis. The following
morning, eighteen Americans were dead and more than seventy had been badly
wounded. Drawing on interviews from both sides, army records, audiotapes, and
videos (some of the material is still classified), Bowden’s minute-by-minute
narrative is one of the most exciting accounts of modern combat ever written—a
riveting story that captures the heroism, courage, and brutality of battle.
Based on comparative case studies of Afghanistan, Bolivia, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Nepal, Rwanda, and Sierra Leone, this book addresses how the
interventions of OECD countries may risk undermining positive statebuilding
processes, and makes recommendations as to how this may be avoided.
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That a constitution should express the will of 'the people' is a long-standing
principle, but the identity of 'the people' has historically been narrow. Women, in
particular, were not included. A shift, however, has recently occurred. Women's
participation in constitution-making is now recognised as a democratic right.
Women's demands to have their voices heard in both the processes of
constitution-making and the text of their country's constitution, are gaining
recognition. Campaigning for inclusion in their country's constitution-making,
women have adopted innovative strategies to express their constitutional
aspirations. This collection offers, for the first time, comprehensive case studies
of women's campaigns for constitutional equality in nine different countries that
have undergone constitutional transformations in the 'participatory era'. Against a
richly-contextualised historical and political background, each charts the actions
and strategies of women participants, both formal and informal, and records their
successes, failures and continuing hopes for constitutional equality.
The Armed Conflict Survey is the annual review of the political, military and
humanitarian dimensions of all active conflicts from the International Institute for
Strategic Studies. It offers in-depth analysis of the drivers, dynamics and impact
of 33 current wars along with detailed information on conflict parties and more
than 60 full-colour maps and infographics. The Armed Conflict Survey is an
essential resource for those involved in security policymaking, and an
indispensable handbook for anyone conducting serious analysis of armed
conflict. Key features · Essays on global trends in armed conflict with a focus on
armed groups and their increasingly horizontal structures, adaptability and
propensity for exploiting technology. · Overviews of key events and political and
military developments in 2019 for each conflict. · In-depth analysis of the
underlying drivers and historical roots of conflicts. · Expanded information on
conflict parties. · New timelines showing the key political and military
developments of 2019. · Analysis of the humanitarian, social and economic
impact of conflicts. · Conflict-specific trends, strategic implications and prospects
for peace. · More than 60 full-colour maps, tables and infographics highlighting
key conflict developments and data. · Key statistics on refugees, internally
displaced persons and people in need. · The 2020 Chart of Armed Conflict,
providing an overview of conflict actors including state forces, armed groups and
multinational missions to conflict and post-conflict countries.
After the Cold War, Africa earned the dubious distinction of being the world's
most bloody continent. But how can we explain this proliferation of armed
conflicts? What caused them and what were their main characteristics? And what
did the world's governments do to stop them? In this fully revised and updated
second edition of his popular text, Paul Williams offers an in-depth and wideranging assessment of more than six hundred armed conflicts which took place in
Africa from 1990 to the present day - from the continental catastrophe in the
Great Lakes region to the sprawling conflicts across the Sahel and the web of
wars in the Horn of Africa. Taking a broad comparative approach to examine the
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political contexts in which these wars occurred, he explores the major patterns of
organized violence, the key ingredients that provoked them and the major
international responses undertaken to deliver lasting peace. Part I, Contexts
provides an overview of the most important attempts to measure the number,
scale and location of Africa's armed conflicts and provides a conceptual and
political sketch of the terrain of struggle upon which these wars were waged. Part
II, Ingredients analyses the role of five widely debated features of Africa's wars:
the dynamics of neopatrimonial systems of governance; the construction and
manipulation of ethnic identities; questions of sovereignty and self-determination;
as well as the impact of natural resources and religion. Part III, Responses,
discusses four major international reactions to Africa's wars: attempts to build a
new institutional architecture to help promote peace and security on the
continent; this architecture's two main policy instruments, peacemaking initiatives
and peace operations; and efforts to develop the continent. War and Conflict in
Africa will be essential reading for all students of international peace and security
studies as well as Africa's international relations.
How does a newly democratized nation constructively address the past to move
from a divided history to a shared future? How do people rebuild coexistence
after violence? The International IDEA Handbook on Reconciliation after Violent
Conflict presents a range of tools that can be, and have been, employed in the
design and implementation of reconciliation processes. Most of them draw on the
experience of people grappling with the problems of past violence and injustice.
There is no "right answer" to the challenge of reconciliation, and so the
Handbook prescribes no single approach. Instead, it presents the options and
methods, with their strengths and weaknesses evaluated, so that practitioners
and policy-makers can adopt or adapt them, as best suits each specific context.
Also available in a French language version.
Since the fall of the Siad Bare regime in Somalia in 1991 and the fratricidal war
that it unleashed in its wake, Somalia has been without an effective central
government. Instead, warlords and their armed bandits have been controlling
different parts of the country, with the former British colony of northern
Somaliland unilaterally proclaiming its independence. Developments in the
country since the recent transitional government was set up in 2004 have,
however, presented both opportunities and challenges for the country. While
much has been reported about the prevailing situation in the country, there has
been a paucity of research articulating the various perspectives and challenges in
the efforts to reconstitute Somalia's failed state. This book hopes to contribute in
filling this gap. Contributors to the volume examine the various issues that lie
behind the current situation in Somalia, seeking answers to a number of crucial
questions: Why did the Somali state fail? What role did external actors and the
internal configurations of the Somalis' socio-political structure play in the state
collapse? Did the various peace and reconciliation conferences really achieve
anything? Should Somalia be reconstituted as one state or should more than one
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state be allowed to emerge from the ashes of the collapsed state? What is the
way forward out of the current imbroglio in Somalia?
This book vividly depicts Somalia from its pre-colonial period to the present day,
documenting the tumultuous history of a nation that has faced many challenges.
Based on conflict projections through 2040, this report concludes that despite the
generally declining incidence of armed conflict, the Army must prepare for
conventional wars against other states as well as irregular warfare against
nonstate actors.
For the last thirty years Somalia has experienced violence and upheaval. Today,
the international effort to help Somalis build a federal state and achieve stability
is challenged by deep-rooted grievances, local conflicts and a powerful
insurgency led by Al-Shabaab. Consisting of forty-four chapters by conflict
resolution specialists and the world's leading experts on Somalia, this volume
constitutes a unique compendium of insights into the insurgency and its impact.
War and Peace in Somalia explores the legacies of past violence, especially
impunity, illegitimacy and exclusion, and the need for national reconciliation.
Drawing on decades of experience and months of field research, the contributors
throw light on diverse forms of local conflict, its interrelated causes, and what can
be done about it. They share original research on the role of women, men and
youth in the conflict, and present new insight into Al-Shabaab--particularly the
group's multi-dimensional strategy, the motivations of its fighters, their foreign
links, and the prospects for engagement. This ground-breaking volume
illuminates the war in Somalia, and sets out what can and should be done to
bring it to an end. For policymakers and researchers covering Somalia, East
Africa, extremism or conflict resolution, this is a must-read.
Today’s changing security landscape requires a radical shift in the way the
international community engages in conflict management. This report by the
United nations Environment Programme aims to review the latest knowledge and
field experience on the linkages between environment, conflict and
peacebuilding, and to discuss the ways in which these issues can be addressed
and integrated in a more coherent and systematic way by the UN, Member
States and other stakeholders involved in peacebuilding interventions and conflict
prevention.
Fragility and conflict pose a critical threat to the global goal of ending extreme
poverty. Between 1990 and 2015, successful development strategies reduced
the proportion of the world’s people living in extreme poverty from 36 to 10
percent. But in many fragile and conflict-affected situations (FCS), poverty is
stagnating or getting worse. The number of people living in proximity to conflict
has nearly doubled worldwide since 2007. In the Middle East and North Africa,
one in five people now lives in such conditions. The number of forcibly displaced
persons worldwide has also more than doubled in the same period, exceeding 70
million in 2017. If current trends continue, by the end of 2020, the number of
extremely poor people living in economies affected by fragility and conflict will
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exceed the number of poor people in all other settings combined. This book
shows why addressing fragility and conflict is vital for poverty goals and charts
directions for action. It presents new estimates of welfare in FCS, filling gaps in
previous knowledge, and analyzes the multidimensional nature of poverty in
these settings. It shows that data deprivation in FCS has prevented an accurate
global picture of fragility, poverty, and their interactions, and it explains how
innovative new measurement strategies are tackling these challenges. The book
discusses the long-term consequences of conflict and introduces a data-driven
classification of countries by fragility profile, showing opportunities for tailored
policy interventions and the need for monitoring multiple markers of fragility. The
book strengthens understanding of what poverty reduction in FCS will require
and what it can achieve.
"The impetus for this special Working Paper on Conflict Sensitivity (CS) emerged
as KOFF swisspeace hosted a three-day Conflict Sensitivity Expert Retreat from
30 September to 2 October 2014 in Oberhofen, Switzerland. The retreat brought
together some 40 leading international experts in CS from think tanks, NGOs,
universities and donor agencies aiming to 'take conflict sensitivity to the next
level'. Skillfully guided through a facilitated process, retreat participants engaged
in critical reflection and experience-sharing in a creative and innovatory spirit.
The process laid the foundation for the emergence of a community of practice on
CS--the Conflict Sensitivity Community Hub (CSC-Hub)--which launched a range
of actions intent on ensuring the topic continues to receive dynamic attention,
critique and reflection. This Working Paper collection, comprising the reflections
of different CSC-Hub participants, is one such action. Covering much discursive
ground, the Working Paper is structured into four analytical chapters made up of
thirteen concise yet substantive contributions."--Page 3.
Scientific Essay from the year 2016 in the subject Politics - International Politics Region: Africa, grade: A+, , course: Environmental Security, language: English,
abstract: The contemporary era of international relations is characterised by
increased political and economic interconnectedness and interdependence
between states and non-state actors. Globalising and managing trade and
commerce processes through institutions such as the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank promoted global industry, big businesses, and
multinational corporations that depend heavily and more than ever before on the
exploitation of natural resources such as oil, gas, and minerals and compete over
securing their fair share of power-generating resources whether they are hydel,
thermal, or nuclear. In the developed world, overuse of natural resources coupled
with the disposal of massive amounts of industrial wastes in dump sites can have
long-lasting detrimental repercussions on human health as well as the natural
environment. Whereas the industrialised countries of the Global North are
attempting to find new ways of recycling industrial wastes and developing
alternative sources of energy through the use of advanced technology,
developing and underdeveloped countries in Africa such as Somalia, Mali, and
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Ethiopia struggle to maintain the few and scarce natural resource available to
them for current as well as for the future generations. Inter or intra-state conflicts
in such countries worsen the severity of environmental issues, chiefly droughts.
Often, the scarcity of natural resources in these countries becomes an
environmental issue with social, economic, and political dimensions, hence,
threatening the stability of the state and acting as “Pandora’s Box” by causing
crises of different kinds to emerge and impact populations locally and regionally.
Somalia as an underdeveloped African country represents a quintessential
example of how a correlative relationship between political instability and
environmental issues can cause the entanglement of a state into a vortex of
interrelated crises leading to more instability, both political and environmental.
This volume analyzes the successes and failures of foreign interventions in
intrastate ethnic wars. Adding value to current research in the fields of
international security and conflict resolution, it adopts the unique approach of
considering successes of third party actions not by durable peace established in
a target country (which is the more traditional approach) but by actual fulfilment
of intervention goals and objectives, because multilateral interventions are more
likely to achieve success in the pursuit of their goals than unilateral actions.
Robert Nalbandov takes in-depth studies of interventions in Chad, Georgia,
Somalia and Rwanda and relates them to the main theories of international
security - the ethnic security dilemma and the credible commitment problem - to
produce a fascinating and valuable volume.
Somalia's history of conflict reveals an intriguing paradox namely, many of the factors
that drive armed conflict have also played a role in managing, ending, or preventing
war. For instance, clannism and clan cleavages are a source of conflict used to divide
Somalis, fuel endemic clashes over resources and power, used to mobilize militia, and
make broadbased reconciliation very difficult to achieve. Most of Somalias armed
clashes since 1991 have been fought in the name of clan, often as a result of political
leaders manipulating clannism for their own purposes. Yet traditional clan elders are a
primary source of conflict mediation, clan-based customary law serves as the basis for
negotiated settlements, and clan-based bloodpayment groups serve as a deterrent to
armed violence. Likewise, the central state is conventionally viewed as a potential
source of rule of law and peaceful allocation of resources, but, at times in Somalias
past, it was a source of violence and predation. Economic interests, too, have had an
ambiguous relationship with conflict in Somalia. In some places, war economies have
emerged that perpetuate violence and lawlessness, while in other instances business
interests have been a driving force for peace, stability, and rule of law. Understanding
under what circumstances these and other variables serve as escalators or deescalators of violence-or both-is the subtle challenge conflict analysis faces in the
Somali context. To prepare the ground for providing effective and sensitive
reconstruction and development assistance to Somalia that contributes to conflict deescalation, this analysis examines the key conflict factors at play in the three main
regions of the country and recommends avoiding fueling clan-group competition,
encouraging and supporting cross-clan or clan-neutral activities and partners, helping to
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bridge groups, and understanding the role of religion. A number of pertinent
recommendations are also made towards fostering sensitive economic development
and nonpartisan governance.
For all of the doubts raised about the effectiveness of international aid in advancing
peace and development, there are few examples of developing countries that are even
relatively untouched by it. Sarah G. Phillips's When There Was No Aid offers us one
such example. Using evidence from Somaliland's experience of peace-building, When
There Was No Aid challenges two of the most engrained presumptions about violence
and poverty in the global South. First, that intervention by actors in the global North is
self-evidently useful in ending them, and second that the quality of a country's
governance institutions (whether formal or informal) necessarily determines the level of
peace and civil order that the country experiences. Phillips explores how popular
discourses about war, peace, and international intervention structure the conditions of
possibility to such a degree that even the inability of institutions to provide reliable
security can stabilize a prolonged period of peace. She argues that Somaliland's postconflict peace is grounded less in the constraining power of its institutions than in a
powerful discourse about the country's structural, temporal, and physical proximity to
war. Through its sensitivity to the ease with which peace gives way to war, Phillips
argues, this discourse has indirectly harnessed an apparent propensity to war as a
source of order.
This book offers a systematic overview of successes and failures of Turkey’s mediation
initiatives in fragile and conflict-affected societies in the Middle East, western Balkans,
and sub-Saharan Africa. It analyzes the narratives that guide Turkish mediation, the
tools used by the Turkish government, and Turkey’s evolving self-image as a mediator.
Conflict in SomaliaDrivers and DynamicsConflict in Somaliadrivers and dynamics
Aspen Policy Books is a series of publications released annually to inform timely
debates in the public domain about ongoing foreign policy challenges and emerging
threats to U.S. national security. In August 2016, the Aspen Strategy Group examined
how to reform America’s national security decision-making process. The papers in this
volume provide practical solutions to repair the key functions of Washington’s
executive departments, agencies, and advisory bodies responsible forshaping U.S.
foreign policy and national security.
Somalia's history of conflict reveals an intriguing paradox--namely, many of the factors
that drive armed conflict have also played a role in managing, ending, or preventing
war. For instance, clannism and clan cleavages are a source of conflict--used to divide
Somalis, fuel endemic clashes over resources and power, used to mobilize militia, and
make broad-based reconciliation very difficult to achieve. Most of Somalia's armed
clashes since 1991 have been fought in the name of clan, often as a result of political
leaders manipulating clannism for their own purposes. Yet traditional clan elders are a
primary source of conflict mediation, clan-based customary law serves as the basis for
negotiated settlements, and clan-based blood-payment groups serve as a deterrent to
armed violence. Likewise, the central state is conventionally viewed as a potential
source of rule of law and peaceful allocation of resources, but, at times in Somalia's
past, it was a source of violence and predation. Economic interests, too, have had an
ambiguous relationship with conflict in Somalia. In some places, war economies have
emerged that perpetuate violence and lawlessness, while in other instances business
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interests have been a driving force for peace, stability, and rule of law. Understanding
under what circumstances these and other variables serve as escalators or deescalators of violence-or both-is the subtle challenge conflict analysis faces in the
Somali context. To prepare the ground for providing effective and sensitive
reconstruction and development assistance to Somalia that contributes to conflict deescalation, this analysis examines the key conflict factors at play in the three main
regions of the country and recommends avoiding fueling clan-group competition,
encouraging and supporting cross-clan or clan-neutral activities and partners, helping to
bridge groups, and understanding the role of religion. A number of pertinent
recommendations are also made towards fostering sensitive economic development
and nonpartisan governance.
Purpose of this series is to present in a brief and readily comprehensible form a
summary of available information concerning the different peoples of Africa with respect
to location, natural environment, economy and crafts, social structure, political
organization, and religious beliefs and cults.
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic:
Peace and Conflict Studies, Security, grade: 2,3, University of Potsdam (Wirtschaftsund Sozialwissenschaftliche Fakultät ), course: State Failure, Crisis, and Conflict
Management, 11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Nation-states
are more numerous than they were half a century ago. In 1919 there were fifty-nine
nation-states. In 1950 that number climbed up to sixty-nine. A decade later, after much
of Africa gained independence, the number of nation-states reached ninety. The
constant increase of independences in Africa, Asia and the Oceanic territories in
addition to the implosion of the Soviet Union, have brought the total number of nation
states in 2002 up to 192. Given these explosive numbers, the indigenous fragility of
many of the new states and the inherent navigational dangers of the post Cold War
economic and political surroundings, the possibility of failure among some of these new
nation-states remains ever present.1Because they can no longer provide positive
political goods to their citizens, nationstates fail. The government respectively the
nation-state itself becomes illegitimate. At the moment only a few of the worlds
nationstates are categorized as failed or collapsed. In spite of that, several dozen are
weak and walking at the edge of failure. The aftermath of 9/11 led to the assumption
that failed states harbour nonstate actors like warlords and terrorists which makes it
necessary to understand the drivers and dynamics of nation state failure for the war on
terrorism. This paper is an attempt to analyze which factors have led to the crisis of
state collapse in Somalia and why does state collapse continue to be the order of the
day? The first part of the paper is supposed to give an overview of Rotberg’s
classification of state failure and state collapse. It will provide some general definitions
and presents the indicators of the above mentioned terms The second part examines
the Somali situation of collapsed state mostly in a chronological order. In a conclusion
at the end, the question of prolonged state collapse in Somalia will be summarized.
This book provides data on fatalities, refugees and separated people for all major armed
conflicts in the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, Asia-Pacific, Europe and Eurasia,
and Latin America in 2015, alongside in-depth analysis of their political, military and
humanitarian dimensions.
Violent conflicts today are complex and increasingly protracted, involving more nonstate
groups and regional and international actors. It is estimated that by 2030—the horizon set by
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the international community for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals—more than half
of the world’s poor will be living in countries affected by high levels of violence. Information
and communication technology, population movements, and climate change are also creating
shared risks that must be managed at both national and international levels. Pathways for
Peace is a joint United Nations†“World Bank Group study that originates from the conviction
that the international community’s attention must urgently be refocused on prevention. A
scaled-up system for preventive action would save between US$5 billion and US$70 billion per
year, which could be reinvested in reducing poverty and improving the well-being of
populations. The study aims to improve the way in which domestic development processes
interact with security, diplomacy, mediation, and other efforts to prevent conflicts from
becoming violent. It stresses the importance of grievances related to exclusion—from access to
power, natural resources, security and justice, for example—that are at the root of many violent
conflicts today. Based on a review of cases in which prevention has been successful, the study
makes recommendations for countries facing emerging risks of violent conflict as well as for
the international community. Development policies and programs must be a core part of
preventive efforts; when risks are high or building up, inclusive solutions through dialogue,
adapted macroeconomic policies, institutional reform, and redistributive policies are required.
Inclusion is key, and preventive action needs to adopt a more people-centered approach that
includes mainstreaming citizen engagement. Enhancing the participation of women and youth
in decision making is fundamental to sustaining peace, as well as long-term policies to address
the aspirations of women and young people.
Somalia is often used as an emblem of a collapsed state. This is somewhat of a paradox given
that in previous decades the country was one of the most unified states in Africa and one of the
first democracies on the continent. In the last three decades however the country has faced
enormous challenges including civil wars and extremism in the name of Islam. The book probably one of the first to link Islam, Islamism and Transitional Justice with the Somali State
recovery project - offers unique analyses of these themes and argues that recovering the
Somali state will largely be contingent upon the skillful reconciliation between tradition and
modernity, Islam and state and between the secular and the sacred.
This open access book brings together discourse on children and peace from the 15th
International Symposium on the Contributions of Psychology to Peace, covering issues
pertinent to children and peace and approaches to making their world safer, fairer and more
sustainable. The book is divided into nine sections that examine traditional themes (social
construction and deconstruction of diversity, intergenerational transitions and memories of war,
and multiculturalism), as well as contemporary issues such as Europe’s “migration crisis”,
radicalization and violent extremism, and violence in families, schools and communities.
Chapters contextualize each issue within specific social ecological frameworks in order to
reflect on the multiplicity of influences that affect different outcomes and to discuss how the
findings can be applied in different contexts. The volume also provides solutions and hope
through its focus on youth empowerment and peacebuilding programs for children and
families. This forward-thinking volume offers a multitude of views, approaches, and strategies
for research and activism drawn from peace psychology scholars and United Nations
researchers and practitioners. This book's multi-layered emphasis on context, structural
determinants of peace and conflict, and use of research for action towards social cohesion for
children and youth has not been brought together in other peace psychology literature to the
same extent. Children and Peace: From Research to Action will be a useful resource for peace
psychology academics and students, as well as social and developmental psychology
academics and students, peace and development practitioners and activists, policy makers
who need to make decisions about the matters covered in the book, child rights advocates and
members of multilateral organizations such as the UN.
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The 2011 WDR on Conflict, Security and Development underlines the devastating impact of
persistent conflict on a country or region's development prospects - noting that the 1.5 billion
people living in conflict-affected areas are twice as likely to be in poverty. Its goal is to
contribute concrete, practical suggestions on conflict and fragility.
This work explores Somalia's state collapse and the security threats posed by Somalia's
prolonged crisis. Communities are reduced to lawlessness, and the interests of commercial
elites have shifted towards rule of law, but not a revived central state. Terrorists have found
Somalia inhospitable, using it mainly for short-term transshipment.
Conflict Analysis: Understanding Causes, Unlocking Solutions is a guide for practitioners
seeking to prevent deadly conflict or mitigate political instability. This handbook integrates
theory and practice and emphasizes the importance of analyzing the causes of peace as well
as the causes of conflict. It stresses that conflict analysis is a social as well as an intellectual
process, helping practitioners translate analysis into effective action.
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