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Contemporary China Society And Social Change
Due to high audience numbers and the significant influence upon the opinions and values of viewers, the political
leadership in China attributes great importance to the impact of television dramas. Many successful TV serials have
served as useful conduits to disseminate official rhetoric and mainstream ideology, and they also offer a rich area of
research by providing insight into the changing Chinese political, social and cultural context. This book examines a group
of recently released TV drama serials in China which focus upon, and to various degrees represent, topical political,
social and cultural phenomena. Some of the selected TV serials reflect the present ideological proclivities of the Chinese
government, whilst others mirror social and cultural occurrences or provide coded and thought-provoking messages on
China’s socio-economic and political reality. Through in-depth textual analysis of the plots, scenes and characters of
these selected TV serials, the book provides timely interpretations of contemporary Chinese society, its political
inclinations, social fashions and cultural tendencies. The book also demonstrates how popular media narratives of TV
drama serials engage with sensitive civic issues and cultural phenomena of modern-day China, which in turn encourages
a broader social imagination and potential for change. Advancing our understanding of contemporary China, this book
will appeal to students and scholars of contemporary Chinese culture, society and politics, as well as those with research
interests in television studies more generally.
Since the mid-1980s, mass migration from the countryside to urban areas has been one of the most dramatic and
noticeable changes in China. Labour migration has not only exerted a profound impact on China’s economy; it has also
had far-reaching consequences for its social development. This book examines labour migration in China, focusing on
the social dimensions of this phenomenon, as well as on the economic aspects of the migration and development
relationship. It provides in-depth coverage of pertinent topics which include the role of labour migration in poverty
alleviation; the social costs of remittance and regional, gender and generational inequalities in their distribution; hukou
reform and the inclusion of migrants in urban social security and medical insurance systems; the provision of schools for
migrants’ children; the provision of sexual health services to migrants; the housing conditions of migrants; the
mobilization of women workers’ social networks to improve labour protection; and the role of NGOs in providing social
services for migrants. Throughout, it pays particular attention to policy implications, including the impact of the recent
policy shift of the Chinese government, which has made social issues more central to national development policies, and
has initiated policy reforms pertaining to migration.
' Before 1978, China was backward economically, politically, diplomatically and was extremely isolated. The country had
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a few diplomatic allies like North Korea, Russia and Vietnam. However, in the past three decades, the country has
witnessed robust changes that have aroused the interest of the westerners in knowing more about the country. This book
provides first-hand information on China''s social changes and economic transformation. It enables readers to understand
the Chinese Society vividly, dynamically, and practically. It examines various facets of the Chinese society ranging from
famous landmarks, popular customs, festivals, food, daily chores, etc. The book also offers tips for those who are willing
to live, work and run a business in China. Contents:Basic Institutions of Chinese Societies:The Chinese Society in PreReform ChinaInstitutional Changes in Post-Reform ChinaSocio-Economic Changes in the Chinese Societies:Chinese
Family and Kinship: Yesterday and TodayChinese Women and Education: Better Off in Post-Socialist China?Emergence
of the Chinese New Middle ClassSpending without Speaking: China''s Middle Class, Governmentality, and Conspicuous
ConsumptionSocio-Cultural Changes in the Chinese Societies:Institutionalization of Guanxi (Connections)Consumerism,
the Pursuit of Beauty, and Medical TourismThe Legacy of "Leftover Ladies"The Crisis of Masculinity of the Ant Tribes in
Post-Reform ChinaCorruption and Green NGOs in Post-Reform ChinaPopular Culture, Media, and Society in PostReform ChinaConclusion — Rethinking Global Governance: Chinese Model in the Making in the 21st Century?
Readership: Students, academics, politicians, businessmen and practitioners interested in China''s social changes and
economic transformations. Key Features:First-hand materials on the dramatic social, cultural and economic changes in
post-reform ChinaAccessible to a broad readership including students, academics, politicians, businessmen and general
readersKeywords:China Studies;Changes and Transformation;Economic Reform;China'
Contemporary ChinaSociety and Social ChangeCambridge University Press
Over the past half-century, China has experienced some incredible human dramas, ranging from Red Guard fanaticism
and the loss of education for an entire generation during the Cultural Revolution, to the Tiananmen tragedy, the economic
miracle, and its accompanying fad of money worship and the rampancy of official corruption. Social Ethics in a Changing
China: Moral Decay or Ethical Awakening? provides a rich empirical narrative and thought-provoking scholarly
arguments, highlighting the imperative for an ethical discourse in a country that is increasingly seen by many as both a
materialistic giant and a spiritual dwarf. Professor He Huaihong was not only an extraordinary firsthand witness to all of
these dramas, he played a distinct role as a historian, an ethicist, and a social critic exploring the deeper intellectual and
sociological origins of these events. Incorporating ethical theories with his expertise in culture, history, religion, literature,
and politics of the country, He reviews the remarkable transformation of ethics and morality in the People's Republic of
China and engages in a global discourse about the major ethical issues of our time. The book aims to reconstruct
Chinese social ethics in an innovative philosophical framework, reflecting China's search for new virtues. Contents 1.
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Reconstructing China's Social Ethics 2. Historical and Sociological Origins of Chinese Cultural Norms 3. The
Transformation of Ethics and Morality in the PRC 4. China's Ongoing Moral Decay? 5. Ethical Discourse in Reform Era
China 6. Chinese Ethical Dialogue with the West and the World
This timely and important collection of original essays analyzes Chinaâe(tm)s foremost social cleavage: the rural-urban
gap. It is now clear that the Chinese communist revolution, though professing dedication to an egalitarian society, in
practice created a rural order akin to serfdom, in which 80 percent of the population was effectively bound to the land.
China is still struggling with that legacy. The reforms of 1978 changed basic aspects of economic and social life in
Chinaâe(tm)s villages and cities and altered the nature of the rural-urban relationship. But some important institutions
and practices have changed only marginally or not at all, and China is still sharply divided into rural and urban castes with
different rights and opportunities in life, resulting in growing social tensions. The contributors, many of whom conducted
extensive fieldwork, examine the historical background of rural-urban relations; the size and trend in the income gap
between rural and urban residents in recent years; aspects of inequality apart from income (access to education and
medical care, the digital divide, housing quality and location); experiences of discrimination, particularly among urban
migrants; and conceptual and policy debates in China regarding the status and treatment of rural residents and urban
migrants.
Since the early 1990s the media and cultural fields in China have become increasingly commercialized, resulting in a
massive boom in the cultural and entertainment industries. This evolution has also brought about fundamental changes in
media behaviour and communication, and the enormous growth of entertainment culture and the extensive penetration of
new media into the everyday lives of Chinese people. Against the backdrop of the rapid development of China’s media
industry and the huge growth in social media, this book explores the emotional content and public discourse of popular
media in contemporary China. It examines the production and consumption of blockbuster films, television dramas,
entertainment television shows, and their corresponding online audience responses, and describes the affective
articulations generated by cultural and media texts, audiences and social contexts. Crucially, this book focuses on the
agency of audiences in consuming these media products, and the affective communications taking place in this process
in order to address how and why popular culture and entertainment programs exert so much power over mass audiences
in China. Indeed, Shuyu Kong shows how Chinese people have sought to make sense of the dramatic historical changes
of the past three decades through their engagement with popular media, and how this process has created a cultural
public sphere where social communication and public discourse can be launched and debated in aesthetic and emotional
terms. Based on case studies that range from television drama to blockbuster films, and reality television programmes to
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social media sites, this book will be of great interest to students and scholars of Chinese culture and society, media and
communication studies, film studies and television studies.
The rise of popular politics is among one the most significant social and political developments the People’s Republic of
China has witnessed in the post-Mao era. People from all walks of life have responded to rising inequalities and the
privatization of collective goods with a new quest for justice. Although China has remained a censorial society under the
authoritarian rule of the Chinese Communist Party, state-society relations are being remade by interventions of emergent
publics through word and action. In this book, a group of anthropologists, specializing in Chinese society, examine
various facets of popular politics, which are animated by the pursuit of justice, fairness and good government. The
ethnographic chapters collectively analyse how ‘the political’ arises in particular judicial situations, provoking public
judgements or other forms of critical engagement. Focusing on the interplay between private and public spaces, between
morality and law and between speech and action, the contributors in this book explore how such engagements are
changing Chinese society from the bottom-up. As the first systematic exploration of the relationship between popular
politics, emergent publics and notions of justice in contemporary China, this book will be useful for students of Chinese
Studies, Politics and Anthropology.
This book examines how the Chinese state responds to the increasingly diverse civil society and maintains regime stability in a changing
society. In recent years, the Chinese leadership has demonstrated great capability of adapting and developing sophisticated mechanisms of
social control. The chapters in this book cover a wide range of these mechanisms, including co-opting social forces, managing population and
migration, as well as controlling the media, trade unions, the internet, non-governmental organisations, and the cultural industries. The
authors also discuss challenges the government is about to face and possible adjustments.
This book adopts Durkheim’s legal perspective to treat law as a symbol of social solidarities to examine Chinese society. The work analyzes
changes in the nature of social solidarity from observing changes in laws, thus drawing together western socio-legal theory and distinctive
Chinese conditions. It draws on Durkheim’s theoretical framework and methodology to develop a more comprehensive understanding of the
role of law using theories of others such as Habermas and by taking into account the discussion of power and the conflicts of interests in
analyzing key social features during transition. The analysis of social anomie in terms of the changes of juridical rules as well as the changes
in the nature of social solidarity provides an inspiring perspective to look into contemporary social problems. The book will be essential
reading for researchers and academics working in the areas of socio-legal studies, legal theory and law and society in China.
This book offers the first exploration into the development of social enterprises in the Greater China region, consisting of Hong Kong, Macau,
Taiwan and Mainland China. By drawing on the research and experience of over a dozen scholars and practitioners from across the area, it
offers a picture of how a strong State can play an important role as a catalyst in developing the social entrepreneurship sector, particularly by
legitimizing it. It delves into the role and impact of institutions and policy on the development of social enterprises, and explains how micro
and macro factors might interact in influencing social entrepreneurship. Structured in two parts – policy and cases – it reveals the historical
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development of the Social enterprises sector in the Chinese context and then illustrates this using cases studies. Providing an alternative
view of social entrepreneurship by highlighting the importance of context in this new sector, the book questions whether or not social
entrepreneurship is preferable to more conventional models of development. Sparking new interest and offering fresh insight into social
entrepreneurship in the Greater China region, this book will be useful to students and scholars of Chinese Studies, Business Studies and
Sociology.
Contemporary China is transitioning from a traditional agricultural and rural society to a modern industrialised and urban society; from a highly
centralised planned economy to a robust socialist market economy. This book investigates this development and change in China's social
structure.
Guthrie (sociology and management, New York U.) argues that the changes in China have been more dramatic than outsiders especially in
the US realize, that reforms have been successful because of state involvement, and that democracy in China is inevitable. He does not posit
some occult connection between capitalism and democracy, but explains that the deliberate transformation of certain institutions has set in
motion a gradual process of democratization that leaders know about but do not advertise. Annotation ©2008 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
(booknews.com).
Is popular anger about rising inequality propelling China toward a "social volcano" of protest activity and instability that could challenge
Chinese Communist Party rule? Many inside and outside of China have speculated, without evidence, that the answer is yes. In 2004,
Harvard sociologist Martin King Whyte has undertaken the first systematic, nationwide survey of ordinary Chinese citizens to ask them
directly how they feel about inequalities that have resulted since China's market opening in 1978. His findings are the subject of this book.
Jean-Louis Rocca's admirably concise A Sociology of Modern China wears its scholarship lightly and paints an intimate and complex portrait
of Chinese society, all the while avoiding clichés and simplifications. He delves into China's history and examines the country's many different
social strata so as to better understand the enormous challenges and opportunities with which its people are confronted. After discussing the
long march toward reform and the crises along the way - among them the 1989 protests which culminated in the events in Tiananmen Square
and elsewhere - Rocca dedicates the second half of the book to the major questions facing the country (or, at the very least, its political elites)
today: new forms of social stratification; the interaction between the market and the state; growing individualism; and the pressures exerted
by social conflict and political change. In eschewing culturalist visions, Rocca thoroughly and successfully deconstructs received wisdom
about Chinese society to reveal a thriving nation and its people.
What is the social structure of Chinese society in the 21st century? How should China address the problem of migrant workers? How can
China form a modern society? These key sociological issues are some of the topics this book covers. This book is a collection of the research
articles and lectures that Dr. Lu Xueyi, the former Head of the Institute of Sociology at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, has
published since the 1980s. The author discusses the social structure, social stratification, social construction, and development of
contemporary Chinese society. Arguing that the gap between economic and social development has become the major social issue facing
modern China, the author advocates paying close attention to the country’s social structure and the growth of the middle class. The book will
be of interest to all scholars and students of Sociology and Chinese Studies.
Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2015 More than three decades of economic growth have led to significant social change in the
People's Republic of China. This timely book examines the emerging structures of class and social stratification: how they are interpreted and
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managed by the Chinese Communist Party, and how they are understood and lived by people themselves. David Goodman details the
emergence of a dominant class based on political power and wealth that has emerged from the institutions of the Party-state; a wellestablished middle class that is closely associated with the Party-state and a not-so-well-established entrepreneurial middle class; and
several different subordinate classes in both the rural and urban areas. In doing so, he considers several critical issues: the extent to which
the social basis of the Chinese political system has changed and the likely consequences; the impact of change on the old working class that
was the socio-political mainstay of state socialism before the 1980s; the extent to which the migrant workers on whom much of the economic
power of the PRC since the early 1980s has been based are becoming a new working class; and the consequences of China's growing
middle class, especially for politics. The result is an invaluable guide for students and non-specialists interested in the contours of ongoing
social change in China.
Enormous changes had occurred, is occurring and will occur in Chinese society. Transformation with profound influences is taking place
across the vast land with a population accounting for 1/5 of global total. China is realizing new achievements and confronting new problems
at each moment. The book discusses contemporary Chinas social structure, social construction, social governance, social life and ethos, and
tries to concisely introduce Chinas changes in these fields to readers and make comparisons with other countries.
This book attempts to provide an overview of social and political changes in Chinese society since the global financial crisis. Rapid economic
development has restructured the setup of society and empowered or weakened certain social players. The chapters in this book provide an
updated account of a wide range of social changes, including the rise of the middle class and private entrepreneurs, the declining social
status of the working class, as well as the resurgence of non-governmental organisations and the growing political mobilisation on the
internet. The authors also examine the implications of those changes for state-society relations, governance, democratic prospects, and
potentially for the stability of the current political regime.
China's economic transformation has brought with it much social dislocation, which in turn has led to much social protest. This book presents
a comprehensive analysis of the large-scale mass incidents which have taken place in the last decade. The book analyses these incidents
systematically, discussing their nature, causes and outcomes. It shows the wide range of protests – tax riots, land and labour disputes,
disputes within companies, including private and foreign companies, environmental protests and ethnic clashes – and shows how the nature
of protests has changed over time. The book argues that the protests have been prompted by the socioeconomic transformations of the last
decade, which have dislocated many individuals and groups, whilst also giving society increased autonomy and social freedom, enabling
many people to become more vocal and active in their confrontations with the state. It suggests that many protests are related to corruption,
that is failures by officials to adhere to the high standards which should be expected from benevolent government; it demonstrates how the
Chinese state, far from being rigid, bureaucratic and authoritarian, is often sensitive and flexible in its response to protest, frequently
addressing grievances and learning from its own mistakes; and it shows how the multilevel responsibility structure of the Chinese regime has
enabled the central government to absorb the shock waves of social protest and continue to enjoy legitimacy.
This book provides an in-depth and thematic analysis of socially engaged art in Mainland China, exploring its critical responses to and
creative interventions in China’s top-down, pro-urban, and profit-oriented socioeconomic transformations. It focuses on the socially conscious
practices of eight art professionals who assume the role of artist, critic, curator, educator, cultural entrepreneur, and social activist, among
others, as they strive to expose the injustice and inequality many Chinese people have suffered, raise public awareness of pressing social
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and environmental problems, and invent new ways and infrastructures to support various underprivileged social groups.
China's rapid economic growth, modernization and globalization have led to astounding social changes. Contemporary China provides a
fascinating portrayal of society and social change in the contemporary People's Republic of China. This book introduces readers to key
sociological perspectives, themes and debates about Chinese society. It explores topics such as family life, citizenship, gender, ethnicity,
labour, religion, education, class and rural/urban inequalities. It considers China's imperial past, the social and institutional legacies of the
Maoist era, and the momentous forces shaping it in the present. It also emphasises diversity and multiplicity, encouraging readers to consider
new perspectives and rethink Western stereotypes about China and its people. Real-life case studies illustrate the key features of social
relations and change in China. Definitions of key terms, discussion questions and lists of further reading help consolidate learning. Including
full-colour maps and photographs, this book offers remarkable insight into Chinese society and social change.
The Routledge Handbook of Chinese Culture and Society is an interdisciplinary resource that offers a comprehensive overview of
contemporary Chinese social and cultural issues in the twenty-first century. Bringing together experts in their respective fields, this cuttingedge survey of the significant phenomena and directions in China today covers a range of issues including the following: State, privatisation
and civil society Family and education Urban and rural life Gender, and sexuality and reproduction Popular culture and the media Religion
and ethnicity Forming an accessible and fascinating insight into Chinese culture and society, this handbook will be invaluable to students and
scholars across a range of disciplines, including anthropology, sociology, area studies, history, politics and cultural and media studies.
What is the social structure of Chinese society in the 21st century? How should China address the problem of migrant workers? How can
China form a modern society? These key sociological issues are some of the topics this book covers. This book is a collection of the research
articles and lectures that Dr. Lu Xueyi, the former Head of the Institute of Sociology at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, has
published since the 1980s. The author discusses the social structure, social stratification, social construction, and development of
contemporary Chinese society. Arguing that the gap between economic and social development has become the major social issue facing
modern China, the author advocates paying close attention to the country’s social structure and the growth of the middle class. The book will
be of interest for all scholars and students of Sociology and Chinese Studies.

"The book examines a number of emerging practices engaged in family relations in contemporary China, and in doing so
it draws attention to new patterns of behaviour and expectations. The book not only makes a significant contribution to
the under-researched area of transformation of the family since the advent of marketization, it also shows why
exploration of family-related themes is important in understanding the nature of society, the forces that underpin social
relationships more broadly, and also the basis and nature of social change. This book fills a gap in the literature by
examining such topics as the erstwhile unrecognized practices related to providing a child with a surname. It also
examines the previously unrecognized migratory movement of rural and small-town grandparents, joining their adult
children who have relocated to undertake urban employment, in order to provide childcare so that both of the child's
parents can earn an income - thus participating in the massive 'floating' population that characterizes China's workforce
today. In addition to these topics, three other aspects of family life that are under-explored in the literature are examined,
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namely spousal intimacy, divorce, and remarriage and co-habitation in later life. In all of these cases empirical material is
refracted through new insights and theoretical developments. Research for this book is based on semi-structured indepth interviews with 178 men and women. The interviews were conducted between 2015 and 2017 in Beijing,
Changshu, Dongguan, Guangzhou, Hefei, Shanghai, and Shenzhen, and Hong Kong"-Significant socio-political changes in China have had great impact on Chinese discourse. Changes to the discourse have
become an increasing focus of scholarship. This book examines contemporary Chinese discourse and social practice in
China with a focus on the role that language plays in the on-going transformation of Chinese society. With a view to
producing new insights into the interdependence between discourse and social practice, this volume explores how
discourse has been changing in a context-dependent way; how social practice can lead to shifts in the use of discourse;
and how identities and attitudes are constructed through language use. Largely based on empirical studies, this book
indicates that Chinese discourse has not only been an integral part of social change, but also Chinese discourse itself is
changing, reflecting ideologies, values, attitudes, identities and social practice. The book is a great resource for scholars
in diverse disciplinary studies including linguistics, communication, education, media and political studies concerning
contemporary China.
"Democracy is a good thing. This is true not only for individuals or certain officials but also for the entire nation and for all
the people of China."–Yu Keping So begins "Democracy Is a Good Thing," an essay of great influence that has
commanded attention and provoked discussion throughout the world. It is the touchstone of this important volume of the
same name. As one of China's foremost political thinkers and a leading proponent of democratizing the People's
Republic, Yu Keping is a major figure not only in his native land, but also in the international community. This book brings
together much of his most important work and makes it readily accessible to readers in the West for the first time.
"Democracy Is a Good Thing" created a stir internationally. Perhaps more important, however, is the heated debate it
spurred within China on the desirability of democratic reform. That important essay appears here, along with several of
Yu Keping's other influential works on politics, culture, and civil society. His topics include China's economic
modernization, its institutional environment, and the cultural changes that have accompanied the nation's reforms.
Democracy Is a Good Thing pulls back the curtain to reveal ongoing discourse in Chinese political and intellectual circles,
discussions that will go a long way toward determining the future of the world's most populous nation.
This comprehensive and interdisciplinary Handbook illustrates the patterns of class transformation in China since 1949,
situating them in their historical context. Presenting detailed case studies of social stratification and class formation in a
wide range of settings, the expert international contributors provide invaluable insights into multiple aspects of China’s
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economy, polity and society. The Handbook on Class and Social Stratification in China explores critical contemporary
topics which are rarely put in perspective or schematized, therefore placing it at the forefront of progressive scholarship.
These include; • state power as a determinant of life chances • women’s social mobility in relation to marriage • the high
school entrance exam as a class sorter • class stratification in relation to health • China’s rural migrant workers and
labour politics. Eminently readable, this systematic exploration of class and stratification will appeal to scholars and
researchers with an interest in class formation, status attainment, social inequality, mobility, development, social policy
and politics in China and Asia.
Unlike many studies of social attitudes, which are based on large scale quantitative surveys, or which focus on the
attitude of elites, this book considers the views of ordinary people, and is based on in-depth, qualitative interviews. This
approach results in rich, nuanced data, and is especially helpful for highlighting ambivalent attitudes, where respondents
may hold positive and negative views on a particular topic, views which are liable to change. The book examines
attitudes on a range of subjects of current importance, including views on nationalism and internationalism, housing
preferences, and educational ambitions. Throughout, the book explores how far attitudes are influenced by traditional
Chinese values or by the neo-liberal outlook fostered by recent reforms, and concludes that materialism and
individualism have increased.
Based on documentary materials including interviews with key players in China, this book charts the development of nongovernmental and non-profit organizations in China from the late 1970s to the present day. It recounts how in the
aftermath of the 1978 reforms that created a market economy and diversified interests and social life, new institutions
and organizations outside of the state system increased dramatically in number, size and influence. These organizations,
which barely existed before the reforms began in the late 1970s, carry out many social, economic and cultural tasks
neglected by the government. Qiusha Ma examines two key questions crucial to understanding the development of
NGOs in China: First, is it possible under China’s one-party state for non-governmental organizations to thrive and play
important economic, social and political functions? And secondly, are NGOs facilitating the formation of a civil society in
China?
Placing the modernization of China in a historical context, Social Construction in Contemporary China provides a
powerful argument that social construction is instrumental for the country's modernization process and a key factor in
Chinaâ€™s national rejuvenation. A wide range of topics and issues related to social construction are covered, including
people's livelihood and social undertakings, income distribution, urban and rural communities, community organizations,
social management, social norms, reforms of social institutions and systems, social restructuring and the process of
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social construction. In addition to well-informed and insightful analyses of these subjects that draw on the country's
historical experiences, contributors also provide policy suggestions on how to tackle problems and respond to
challenges. Its breadth and depth make this volume a valuable addition to the growing body of literature on this important
topic.
Language and Social Change in China: Undoing Commonness through Cosmopolitan Mandarin offers an innovative and
authoritative account of the crucial role of language in shaping the sociocultural landscape of contemporary China. Based
on a wide range of data collected since the 1990s and grounded in quantitative and discourse analyses of sociolinguistic
variation, Qing Zhang tracks the emergence of what she terms “Cosmopolitan Mandarin” as a new stylistic resource for
a rising urban elite and a new middle-class consumption-based lifestyle. The book powerfully illuminates that
Cosmopolitan Mandarin participates in dismantling the pre-reform, socialist, conformist society by bringing about new
social distinctions. Rich in cultural and linguistic details, the book is the first of its kind to highlight the implications of
language change on the social order and cultural life of contemporary China. Language and Social Change in China is
ideal for students and scholars interested in sociolinguistics and linguistic anthropology, and Chinese language and
society.
This book is a direct and empirical response to the mounting official interest in citizenship education, increasing dynamics between state and
society, and growing citizenship awareness and practice in society in contemporary China. Placing the focus on society, the book investigates
the meaning of the Chinese term gongmin – equivalent to ‘citizen’ – in non-official media discourses and in university students’ and migrant
workers’ perceptions, through the constructed analytical lens of Western citizenship conception. By laying out the complex details of how the
meaning of the term resembles and deviates in and between collective social discourses and individual citizens’ understandings with
reference to state discourses, the book makes clear that there is discrepancy in the meaning of gongmin between state and society and that
the meaning varies in contemporary Chinese society. Cutting across multiple topics, this book is a valuable resource for students and
researchers interested in Chinese citizenship, East-West citizenship, citizenship education, the media, university students and migrant
workers in China.
Society Building - A China Model of Social Development Understanding China and the World series Product details Paperback: 238 pages
Publisher: Global China Press (1 November 2015) Language: English ISBN: 978-1-910334-02-7 Product Dimensions: 17 x 24 cm About the
Editor Xiangqun Chang is Director of CCPN Global, Editor of Journal of China in Comparative Perspective (JCCP), and Chief Editor of Global
China Press. She is also Honorary Professor at University College London, UK, and holder of several professorships and senior fellowships
at Peking, Renmin, Fudan and Sun Yat-sen universities in China. Her publications include Guanxi or Li shang wanglai? Reciprocity, Social
Support Networks, & Social Creativity in a Chinese Village (2009, 2010). Product Description In China's future social development, there is
likely to be an interest in 'society building' with interactions between top-down and bottom-up approaches, along with a deepened level of
social reform and the construction of a harmonious or 'symbiotic society'. This represents one of China's social development models, and is
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reflected in the Communist Party of China (CPC) and state policy. The term 'society building' was proposed by Chinese thinkers nearly a
century ago and was used by Chinese sociologists to study Chinese society since the 1930s. In the 21st century, 'society building' has been
used as an interdisciplinary concept by Chinese social scientists. The main concern of China for its future social development is to enhance
its people's wellbeing and encourage them to build Chinese society in innovative and creative ways. This volume showcases the latest
research of non-Chinese scholars relating to this indigenous concept and to China's social development in a global context. It tackles the
following topics: the assessment of the social impact of infrastructure projects; China's reforms and its changing political system; whether or
not the Singapore model is suitable for China to follow; soft power through education; and boundaries, cosmopolitanisms and spaces in
Chinese and international cities. The book will be of interest to academics, professionals, practitioners, university students and the general
public seeking a comprehensive understanding of China. Society Building: A China Model of Social Development is the second volume in the
Understanding China and the World series, edited by the late Chinese sociologist ZHENG Hangsheng (1936-2014) and British-Chinese
scholar Xiangqun Chang. Both the title of the volume and book series deliberately reflect a new perspective on China, putting China in the
context of globalization and inspiring comparative studies that enable non-Chinese to understand China and the world. About the book series
and background This book was first published in 2014 by Cambridge Scholars Publishing (CSP). This new edition is published in association
with CSP, by the UK-based Global China Press (GCP) and New World Press (NWP). GCP is the first publisher specializing in dual language
publications that focus on Chinese perspectives of the world and human knowledge and non-Chinese perspectives of China in a global
context. NWP was founded in 1951 and is a member of the China International Publishing Group (CIPG). It publishes multilingual books on
social sciences, literature, management and other disciplines that serve to introduce China to the world. As early as the 1980s, NWP
published the China Study series in English, covering China's economy, politics, ethnicity, population, history, sociology and anthropology,
and including Fei Xiaotong's Toward a People's Anthropology (1981), Chinese Village Close-Up (1982) and Small Towns in China (1986).
NWP is republishing the China Study series jointly with GCP, supplemented by new titles.
This acclaimed introduction to China's politics and policies has been extensively revised and thoroughly updated not only to focus on the Xi
Jinping era, but also to be even more accessible to students.Elizabeth Larus concisely captures the dynamism of Chinese politics. From local
politics to the judicial system, from minority issues to defense policy, from the Belt and Road Initiative to global political and economic
statecraft, she provides a rich, thought-provoking analysis of the forces and facets of political, social, and economic change.
With a large and growing economy and a leadership dedicated both to domestic reform and the further integration into international society
and the world economy, China is facing and posing important challenges at the local, national, regional and wider international level. This
book analyses the developmental trajectories of China up to and into the new millennium. Focusing on the substance and underlying forces
of change, it considers issues and developments in monetary policy, foreign exchange policy, the trade regime, state-owned enterprise
reform, regional economic development as well as social changes, particularly those related to social welfare reform and the Internet. The
book also covers economic and political developments in 'Greater China', particularly the prospects of reunification after Taiwan's presidential
elections, and analyses the core issues and challenges in China's contemporary relations with the USA, Japan, South-East Asia and Europe.
Social Change in Contemporary China offers a wide-ranging examination of Chinese institutional change in areas of education, religion,
health care, economics, labor, family, and local communities in the post-Mao era. Based on the pioneering work of sociologist C. K. Yang
(1911–1999), and his institutional diffusion theory, the essays analyze and develop the theory as it applies to both public and private
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institutions. The interrelationship of these institutions composes what Yang termed the Chinese “system,” and affects nearly every aspect of
life. Yang examined the influence of external factors on each institution, such as the influence of Westernization and Communism on family,
and the impact of industrialization on rural markets. He also analyzed the impact of public opinion and past culture on institutions, therein
revealing the circular nature of diffusion. Perhaps most significant are Yang's insights on the role of religion in Chinese society. Despite the
common perception that China had no religion, he uncovers the influence of classical Confucianism as the basis for many ethical value
systems, and follows its diffusion into state and kinship systems, as well as Taoism and Buddhism. Writing in the early years of Communism,
Yang had little hard data with which to test his theories. The contributors to this volume expand upon Yang's groundbreaking approach and
apply the model of diffusion to a rapidly evolving contemporary China, providing a window into an increasingly modern Chinese society and
its institutions.
This book addresses a wide range of social issues in connection with urbanization, which is providing new momentum for China’s economic
restructuring and social progress, including the educational gap; the middle class in urbanization; consumption; division of labor; and social
integration. All chapters are based on updated nation-wide sampling survey data. Taken together, they provide a lens for understanding
various aspects of urbanization and its impacts on China’s economy and society.
Punishment in contemporary China has experienced dramatic shifts over the last seven decades or so. This book focuses on the evolution,
development and change of punishment in the Maoist (1949-1977), reform (1978-2001) and post-reform eras (2002-) of China to understand
the shaping and transformation of punishment within the context of a range of socio-cultural changes across different historical periods. It
aims to fill the gap of existing research by developing a distinctive theoretical framework for the China’s penality, exploring it as a separate
and complex legal-social system to observe the impact social foundations, political-economic genesis, cultural significance and meanings
have exerted on penal form, discourse and force in contemporary China. It sheds light on the sociology of punishment in this socialist Partystate by investigating law reform, penal policy, social control, crime prevention and sentencing as interconnected elements in the criminal
justice and penal system. This book will be of great interest to those who study Chinese criminal law, penal and policing system, as well as to
law academics, criminologists and sociologists whose research interests lie in the fields of comparative criminology and criminal justice.
The growth of rights defence movements in China reflects the increasing capacity of Chinese citizens to shape their own civic discourse in
order to achieve diverse goals. Rights defence campaigns have taken novel forms which are unprecedented in China, including the use of the
Internet by rights campaigners, the development of rights entrepreneurs, and the selection of representatives and leaders in rights defence
campaigns. Defending Rights in Contemporary China offers the first comprehensive analysis of the emergence and development of notions
of rights defence, or weiquan, in China. Further, it shows that rights defence campaigns reflect the changing lives and priorities of Chinese
citizens, both urban and rural, and the changing distribution of power in China. The Chinese government first used rights defence to promote
the law and protect the rights of the weak. But the use of rights defence strategies by private citizens, and lawyers also demonstrates
changing power structures – in areas as diverse as private property rights, rights for the handicapped, corruption claims and grievances with
officials. In this book, Jonathan Benney argues that the idea of rights defence has gone from being a tool of the government to being a tool to
attack the party-state, and explores the consequences of this controversial activist movement. This book offers essential insight into the
development of rights in contemporary China and will be highly relevant for students, scholars and specialists in legal developments in Asia
as well as anyone interested in social movements in China.
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