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Contemporary Sociological Theory
And Its Classical Roots The Basics
George Ritzer
This book sets out a generative structuralist conception
of general theoretical sociology; its philosophy, its
problems, and its methods. The field is defined as a
comprehensive research tradition with many intersecting
subtraditions that share conceptual components.
This book introduces some of the most influential recent
sociological theories, each covered in an essay written
by the theory's founder or by a leading exponent.
Presented in nontechnical language, each essay reviews
the key positions and supporting research; many
incorporate discussion of critical or opposing positions.
This unique book serves as an invaluable advanced
introduction or review for graduate or upper-level
students who want to gain an understanding of important
theoretical advances. Visit our website for sample
chapters!
Three sociologists from the University of Barcelona set
out not the theories they like best, but the ones that are
most used, and most referred to in contemporary
sociological practice. They write primarily for students of
sociology, but also, they say, for social activists involved
in daily struggle. Annotation (c)2003 Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR (booknews.com).
Contemporary Sociological Theory and Its Classical
RootsThe BasicsSAGE Publications
'With exemplary clarity, John Scott expertly guides us
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through key modern theorizations of social system and
social action. Not only is Scott's assessment of recent
attempts to synthesise these two dimensions of
sociology's core dualism very useful for students and
teachers of sociology, it represents a valuable theoretical
contribution in its own right.' Gregor McLennan,
University of Bristol, UK Acclaim for the first edition:
'Scott's thorough mastery of sociological theory is clearly
evident in this work. Moreover, he is a gifted explicator of
complex and frequently obfuscated theoretical positions.
. . His scholarship here is first-rate, and his considered
reflections deserve the attention of students and
professional colleagues alike.' W.P. Nye, Choice,
Outstanding Academic Book of the Year 1995
Sociological Theory, Second Edition is a lively and
accessible introduction to contemporary sociological
debates. With additional material on theoretical
developments since 1995, this substantially updated
work is a systematic and comprehensive text presenting
clear arguments on the relative merits of the different
positions taken within sociological theory. In this second
edition John Scott has re-ordered the chapters and
chapter sections to draw out a strong narrative on
contention and convergence in sociological theory. A
consideration of the work of Talcott Parsons sets the
scene for subsequent debates on neofunctionalist,
symbolic interactionist, rational choice, and conflict
theories, together with recent developments in
structuralism and post-structuralism. This second editon
has been re-cast and updated to give a fuller discussion
of the syntheses produced by Anthony Giddens and
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Jürgen Habermas, tracing their lineage back to
Parsons's framework. It considers the various views of
modern society depicted in these syntheses and it
reviews the wider debates on modernity and postmodernity. The central argument of the book is that
advances in sociological understanding arise from the
synthesis of rival ideas, and it concludes with an
exploration of those areas in which sociological theory is
in need of further development. New features of the
second edition include: greater prominence for
neofunctionalism in relation to earlier structural-functional
theories discussion of the theoretical ideas of Pierre
Bourdieu expanded coverage of post-structuralist
theoretical ideas in relation to structuralist theories
positioning of ethnomethodology and conversation
analysis in relation to earlier work on symbolic
interactionism a stronger positioning of debates over
modernity and post-modernity as extensions of general
theoretical debates. Authoritative, comprehensive and
written in a thoroughly accessible style, this text will have
major appeal to students, researchers, teachers and
specialists in sociological theory.
The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith
Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—enabling graduate
students and early career faculty to attend the annual
ASA pre-conference teaching and learning workshop.
Now available for the first time in print and e-book
formats Classical and Contemporary Sociological
Theory: Text and Readings offers students with the best
of both worlds—carefully-edited excerpts from the original
works of sociology?s key thinkers accompanied by an
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analytical framework that discusses the lives, ideas, and
historical circumstances of each theorist. This unique
format enables students to examine, compare, and
contrast each theorist’s major themes and concepts. In
the Fourth Edition of this bestseller, examples from
contemporary life and a rich variety of updated
pedagogical tools (tables, figures, discussion questions,
and photographs) come together to illuminate complex
ideas for today’s readers. Attention Instructors! Free
digital resources are included with this text. Learn more.
Classical and Contemporary Social Theory: Investigation
and Application, 1/e, is the most comprehensive,
informative social theory book on the market. The title
covers multiple schools of thought and applies their
ideas to society today. Readers will learn the origins of
social theory and understand the role of myriad social
revolutions that shaped the course of societies around
the world.
This book discusses and analyzes sociological theory as
it is practiced today. It focuses on writers whose work
has most influenced social theory and the way
sociologists currently approach and analyze their subject
matter.

Sociological Theory in the Contemporary Era,
Second Edition, combines well-edited, important
original writings from sociology’s core contemporary
theorists with introductory text that provides a
historical and theoretical framework for
understanding them. Authors Scott Appelrouth and
Laura Desfor Edles use this unique text/reader
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approach to introduce students to contemporary
sociological theory in a lively and engaging fashion.
The text/reader provides not only a biographical and
theoretical summary of each theorist’s works but
also an overarching scaffolding that students can
use to examine, compare, and contrast each
theorist’s major themes and concepts. The book
also offers discussions of past social and intellectual
milieus to provide a holistic picture of the
development of the theories discussed.
Introducing the founders of sociological theory – from
Marx, Weber, Durkheim and Martineau through to
Simmel, DuBois, Mead and others – this accessible
textbook locates each thinker within their own social,
political and historical context. By doing so, it helps
readers to understand the development of central
sociological concepts and how they can help us
understand the contemporary world. The book
includes: Lively biographical sections to help readers
get to know each thinker Clear and easy-tounderstand accounts of each theorist’s arguments and the most common criticisms Key concept boxes
highlighting the most influential ideas This
comprehensive, enlightening text brings the rich and
diverse field of classical sociological theory to life.
The new, updated edition of the authoritative and
comprehensive survey of modern sociology The
Wiley Blackwell Companion to Sociology, Second
Edition is an authoritative survey of the major topics,
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current and emerging trends, and contemporary
issues in the study of human social relationships and
institutions. A collection of contributions from globallyrecognized scholars and experts explore the
theoretical and methodological foundations of
sociology, new and established debates, and the
most current research in the field. Broad in scope,
this book covers a multitude of topics ranging from
crime, urbanization, sexuality, and education to new
questions surrounding big data, authoritarian
capitalism, and the rise of nationalism. Since the first
edition of the Companion was published, new
developments have emerged and new problems
have been created such as the omnipresence of
social media, political and institutional upheaval, and
the global refugee and immigration crises. This
revised and updated second edition describes and
explains social changes that have occurred in the
past several years, both within the field of sociology
and society as a whole. Previous material has been
updated to reflect current research, while eleven new
chapters address topics including feminist theory,
debt and social change, and armed conflict and war.
This comprehensive volume: Offers an engaging and
accessible guide to the field of sociology, revised
and updated for the second edition Presents wideranging, comprehensive coverage of the discipline
Explores issues of contemporary relevance such as
digital media and consumption Reflects state-of-thePage 6/20
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art scholarship and contemporary debates New
chapters for the second edition cover essential
topics including feminist theory, armed conflict, big
data, authoritarian capitalism, debt and social
change, and the rise of nationalism The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to Sociology, Second Edition
is an invaluable resource for academics and
graduate students, researchers, scholars, and
educators in the discipline of sociology and allied
fields such as anthropology, human geography,
political science, and psychology.
Contemporary Social Theory helps students explore,
describe, and discuss how social theory relates to
their own experiences, popular culture, and the world
in which they live. It advances the view that new
theory can be effectively used to assess social and
cultural phenomena. The text identifies the important
intellectual movements, categories, and paradigms
that have occurred in the study of social theory. It
also looks at issues closely related to contemporary
social theory, such as: the postmodern condition,
globalization, postcolonialism, inequality, gender,
race, and human sexuality.
Written by award-winning scholar Jonathan H
Turner, this is a comprehensive, in-depth and
detailed review of present-day theory in sociology.
In the Third Edition of Ken Allan's highly-praised
Contemporary Social and Sociological Theory book,
sociological theories and theorists are explored
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using a straightforward approach and
conversational, jargon-free language. Filled with
examples drawn from everyday life, this edition
highlights diversity in contemporary society,
exploring theories of race, gender, and sexuality that
address some of today's most important social
concerns. Through this textbook students will learn
to think theoretically and apply to their own lives.
This book is arguably the definitive undergraduate
textbook on contemporary social theory. Written by
one of the world’s most acclaimed social theorists,
Anthony Elliott provides a dazzlingly accessible and
comprehensive introduction to modern social theory
from the Frankfurt School to globalization theories
and beyond. In distilling the essentials of social
theory, Elliott reviews the works of major theorists
including Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, Michel
Foucault, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Anthony
Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu, Julia Kristeva, Jurgen
Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Zizek, Manuel
Castells, Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt Bauman, Giorgio
Agamben and Manuel De Landa. Every social
theorist discussed is contextualized in a wider
political and historical context, and from which their
major contributions to social theory are critically
assessed. This book is essential reading for students
and professionals in the fields of social theory,
sociology and cultural studies, as it is both an
original enquiry and a consummate introduction to
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social theory.
This book examines the assumptions and concepts
of the five major sociological theories and the
classical roots of the modern theories. It focuses
specifically on functionalism, conflict theory, theories
of rational choice, symbolic interactionism, and
phenomenology. Focusing on writers whose work
has most influenced social theory, this book explores
the key concepts of each theory, the background of
the major theorists, empirical applications, and
everyday "lay" use of each perspective. The book
also features examples of research based on actual
theory, direct quotations from major theorists, and
feminist contributions and critiques on each major
perspective. The fifth edition of Contemporary
Sociological Theory: Continuing the Classical
Tradition has been revised to include more feminist
contributions, a new chapter on Evolution and
Modernity: Macrosociological Perspectives, and
updated material on Rediscovering the Body. An
essential reference for every professional whose
work is related to sociology.
Introducing readers to the most important thinkers and
schools of thought in contemporary sociological theory – from
Parsons and Merton to the Frankfurt School to Foucault,
Bourdieu, Giddens and Hochschild – this accessible textbook
firmly locates key ideas in social, political and historical
context. By doing so, it helps students understand the
development of central sociological concepts and how they
can help us understand the contemporary world. The book
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includes: Lively biographical sections to help readers get to
know each thinker Clear and easy-to-understand accounts of
each theorist’s arguments - and the most common criticisms
Key concept boxes highlighting the most influential ideas This
comprehensive textbook brings the diverse field of
contemporary sociological theory to life. Essential reading for
all students in Sociology and Sociological Theory.
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the major
theoretical perspectives in contemporary sociology, covering
schools of thought or intellectual movements within the
discipline, as well as the work of individual scholars. The
author provides not only a rigorous exposition of each theory,
but also an examination of the scholarly reception of the
approach in question, considering both critical responses and
defences in order to reach a balanced evaluation. Chapters
cover the following theorists and perspectives: ¢ Alexander ¢
Bourdieu ¢ Ethnomethodology ¢ Exchange Theory ¢ Foucault
¢ Giddens ¢ Goffman ¢ Habermas ¢ Luhmann ¢ Merton ¢
Network and Social Capital Theory ¢ Parsons ¢ Rational
Choice Theory ¢ Schutz and Phenomenalism ¢ Structuralism
¢ Symbolic Interactionism An accessible and informative
treatment of the central approaches in sociology over the
course of the last century, this volume marks a significant
contribution to sociological theory and constitutes an
essential addition to library collections in the areas of the
history of sociology and contemporary social theory.
'This book is not an encyclopaedic survey of the most
influential or important sociological theories of the 20th
century; nor is it an institutional history of sociological theory;
it is not a textbook, a distillation of the accumulated
knowledge of a particular discipline; nor is it a crib, a set of
ready-made and easily-remembered answers to imagined
examination questions. It is more of a reader's guide, a series
of hints and suggestions for those who, whether students or
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teachers, believe that sociology is a profession and a
discipline but also something more...' - Charles Turner in the
introduction to 'Investigating Sociological Theory' This is an
accessible, enlivening introductory book that provides a shot
in the arm for all those who maintain the relevance of
sociology for understanding the modern world. It will inspire
discussion in classes, and provide teachers with an
opportunity to discuss the big questions in theory, history,
social order and social change. Turner provides a wealth of
concrete examples which demonstrate what a sociological
perspective can do to unpack and illuminate everyday life.
The book allows students to understand sociological theory
from the inside. It moves effortlessly beyond the mere parade
of great names and core ideas to introduce concepts that can
be used to understand the social world in which we live,
where this world has come from and where it might be
heading. Original, informed, and deftly written with the needs
of students in mind this book is an antidote to arid theorising
and the dull recitation of the grand sociological tradition.
Now available for the first time in both print and e-book
formats Sociological Theory in the Classical Era, Fourth
Edition is an innovative text/reader for courses in classical
theory. It introduces students to important original works by
sociology?s key classical theorists while providing a thorough
framework for understanding these challenging readings. For
each theorist, the editors supply a biographical sketch,
discuss intellectual influences and core ideas, and offer
contemporary applications of those ideas. In addition to the
seven major theorists covered, the book also connects their
work to "Significant Others"—writers and thinkers who may
have derived much of their own perspectives from Marx,
Durkheim, Weber, Gilman, Simmel, Du Bois, and Mead.
Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor
Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access
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to all text-specific resources, including a test bank and
editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides. Learn more.
This comprehensive survey and assessment of sociological
theories of the relations between societies and their 'natural'
biophysical environment touches on and addresses virtually
all of the major perspectives, focal points, and debates in
environmental sociology today. At the same time, the book
aims to go beyond an inventory of environmental sociological
theory by stressing how new ground can be broken in the
articulation of environmental sociology with major classical
and contemporary sociological theories.
Latest update of this internationally popular anthology from
George Ritzer.
In Social Life, the authors highlight, explain, and scrutinize
socio-theoretical analyses of contemporary social relations
and conditions - put forward by eight modern social theorists and analyse how these have informed sociological inquiries
into people’s lives in today’s social world. The book
discusses the works of the following social theorists: Anthony
Giddens Pierre Bourdieu Bruno Latour Donna Haraway
Zygmunt Bauman Jean-Francois Lyotard Michel Foucault
Jean Baudrillard In each chapter, the authors identify the key
components of each theorist’s conception of society and
apply the theories outlined to specific, modern phenomena.
This connection with modern-day phenomena allows for a
critical interrogation of issues in contemporary society,
including: Inequality and Capital, Power, Fear and Terrorism,
Immune System Discourse, Suffering, and Climate Change.
Essential reading for all sociology students studying social
theory and the works of modern social theorists. To download
an e-inspection copy click here or contact your local sales
representative.
MySearchLab provides students with a complete
understanding of the research process so they can complete
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research projects confidently and efficiently. Students and
instructors with an internet connection can visit
www.MySearchLab.com and receive immediate access to
thousands of full articles from the EBSCO ContentSelect
database. In addition, MySearchLab offers extensive content
on the research process itself—including tips on how to
navigate and maximize time in the campus library, a step-bystep guide on writing a research paper, and instructions on
how to finish an academic assignment with endnotes and
bibliography. This accessible guide to the maze of modern
sociological theory features a collection of 39 essays written
by prominent American and European theorists –
representing the last fifty years of sociological work.

This volume is designed as a basic text for upper
level and graduate courses in contemporary
sociological theory. Most sociology programs require
their majors to take at least one course in
sociological theory, sometimes two. A typical
breakdown is between classical and contemporary
theory. Theory is perhaps one of the bro- est areas
of sociological inquiry and serves as a foundation or
framework for more specialized study in specific
substantive areas of the field. In addition, the study
of sociological theory can readily be related to
various aspects of other social science disciplines as
well. From the very beginning sociology has been
characterized by alternative theoretical perspectives.
Classical theory includes the European founding
figures of the dis- pline whose works were produced
during the later half of the nineteenth century and the
first couple of decades
of the twentieth century plus
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early American th- rists. For most of the second half
of the twentieth century, a fairly high consensus has
developed among American sociologists regarding
these major founders, p- ticularly with regard to the
works of Durkheim and Weber in analyzing the
overall society and of Simmel in analyzing social
interaction processes. Since the late 1960s and early
1970s the influence of Marx has also been
recognized. Recent decades have also witnessed an
increased emphasis on the important contributions of
several pioneering feminist perspectives in the early
years of sociology.
In this comprehensive, stylish and accessible
introduction to contemporary social theory, Anthony
Elliott and Charles Lemert examine the major
theoretical traditions from the Frankfurt School to
globalization and beyond. When first published, the
book’s wide range set new standards for
introductory textbooks – social theorists discussed
include Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, Michel
Foucault, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Anthony
Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu, Julia Kristeva, Jurgen
Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Zizek, Manuel
Castells, Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt Bauman, Giorgio
Agamben and Manuel De Landa. Extensively
developed to take into account significant recent
developments in American social theory, the book
offers chapters on American pragmatism, structural
functionalism, ethnomethodology, black feminist
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thought and world-systems theory. American
traditions of social theory are brought powerfully to
life in treatments of intellectuals ranging from William
James to Robert K. Merton, David Riesman to
Randall Collins, and Patricia Hill Collins to Saskia
Sassen. Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory
combines lively exposition and clarity with reflective
social critique and original insights, and is a superb
textbook with which to navigate the twists and turns
of contemporary social theory as taught in the
disciplines of sociology, politics, history, cultural
studies and many more.
The primary concern of this book is to investigate
whether or not structuralism constitutes a distinctive
framework in the social sciences. The author
focuses on two major structuralist thinkers, Louis
Althusser and Claude Lévi-Strauss. She analyses
and compares the structure of their theory, and
places them within the context of their respective
disciplines. Dr Glucksmann began working on this
book at a time when structuralism was at the height
of its popularity in France, and was thought to be a
homogenous alternative to bourgeois sociology. The
progress of her study implicitly reflects the
developments and divergences within structuralist
thought that have emerged since then. In particular,
she examines the differences between the political
and philosophical thought of Althusser and LéviStrauss, which have become increasingly manifest.
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Contemporary Sociological Theory covers
developments in the discipline from the 1930s and
includes important new voices in social theory,
including female theorists. The treatment of
individual theories and theorists is balanced with the
development of key themes and ideas about social
life, including race, class and gender.
What can sociological theory tell us about the basic
forces that shape our world? With clarity and
authority, Theoretical Sociology: A Concise
Introduction to Twelve Sociological Theories, by
leading theorist Jonathan H. Turner, seeks to answer
this question through a brief, yet in-depth
examination of twelve major sociological theories.
Readers are given an opportunity to explore the
foundational premise of each theory and key
elements that make it distinctive. The book draws on
biographical background, analysis of important
works, historical influences, and other critical insights
to help readers make the important connections
between these monumental sociological theories
and the social world in which we live. This concise
resource is a perfect complement to any course that
seeks to examine both classic and contemporary
sociological theory.
This concise text, covers both classical and
contemporary social thought. It traces the major
schools of thought over the past 150 years as they
appear and reappear in different chapters and looks
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at important new voices in social theory. The
treatment of individual theories and theorists is
balanced with the development of key themes and
ideas about social life.
This comprehensive collection of contemporary
sociological theory is the definitive guide to current
perspectives and approaches in the field, examining
key topics and debates in the field. Collects the most
representative material available on topics such as
symbolic interactionism, phenomenology,
structuralism, network theory, critical theory, feminist
theory, and the debates over modernity and
postmodernity Includes examinations of the work of
Foucault, Giddens, and Bourdieu A new section for
this edition opens up the debate on power and
inequality Thematically organized
This unique hybrid of text and readings combines the
major writings of sociology’s core classical and
contemporary theorists with an historical as well as
theoretical framework for understanding them. This
novel approach provides students the analytical
guidance necessary to interpret the readings. No
other theory text combines such "student-friendly"
explanation and analysis with original theoretical
works.
This Handbook provides the hidden common threads that tie
sociological inquiry together and featuring eminent scholars, it
separates itself from its predecessors in substance and
organization. Rather than rehashing old debates or longingly
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gazing at the past, this book presents sociologists with new
ways of conceptualizing the organization and presentation of
sociological theory. At the heart of this Handbook’s vision is
the twin goals of making theory a viable enterprise by
reconceptualizing how we teach theory and keeping theory
closely tied to its empirical applications. Three strategies are
offered: (1) Elucidating how classic issues like integration or
interaction are interrogated today; (2) Presenting a coherent
vision of the social levels of reality that theorists work on such
as communities, groups, and the self as well as how the
coherence of these levels speaks to the macro-micro link;
and, (3) Theorizing the social world rather than celebrating
theorists or theories; that is, one can look at how theory is
used holistically to understand the constraints the social world
places on our lived experience or the dynamics of social
change. Hence, in the second decade of the 21st century, it
has become clear that sociology is at a crossroads as the
number of theorists and amount of theory available is
increasingly unmanageable and unknowable by the vast
majority of professionals and students. As such, this
Handbook of Contemporary Sociological Theory presents the
novice and the expert with the a roadmap for traversing this
crossroad and building a more coherent, robust, and
cumulative sociology.
Now with SAGE Publishing, Contemporary Sociological
Theory and Its Classical Roots: The Basics, is a brief survey
of sociology's major theorists and theoretical approaches,
from the Classical founders to the present. With updated
scholarship in the new Fifth Edition, authors George Ritzer
and Jeffrey Stepnisky connect many theorists and schools of
thought together under broad headings that offer students a
synthesized view of sociological theory. This text is perfect for
those who want an accessible overview of the entire tradition
of sociological thinking, with an emphasis on the
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contemporary relevance of theory.
This innovative text focuses on an American icon, central to
United States culture, that is rapidly becoming a global
expression of prosperity - the credit card. George Ritzer
explains what the credit card tells us, both good and bad,
about the essence of the modern US and why and how the
credit card is helping to transform much of the world. Drawing
on the insights of both classic and contemporary social
thinkers, including Georg Simmel, C Wright Mills, Karl Marx
and Max Weber, as well as micro-macro, agency-structure
and Americanization theories, Ritzer also reveals to students
the powerful insights gained from using the sociological
`imagination' applied to a topic that students know about and
are interested in.
Essentials of Sociology, adapted from George Ritzer’s
Introduction to Sociology, provides the same rock-solid
foundation from one of sociology's best-known thinkers in a
shorter and more streamlined format. With new co-author
Wendy Wiedenhoft Murphy, the Third Edition continues to
illuminate traditional sociological concepts and theories and
focuses on some of the most compelling features of
contemporary social life: globalization, consumer culture, the
internet, and the “McDonaldization” of society. New to this
Edition New “Trending” boxes focus on influential books by
sociologists that have become part of the public conversation
about important issues. Replacing “Public Sociology” boxes,
this feature demonstrates the diversity of sociology's
practitioners, methods, and subject matter, featuring such
authors as o Michelle Alexander (The New Jim Crow) o
Elizabeth Armstrong and Laura Hamilton (Paying for the
Party) o Matthew Desmond (Evicted) o Arlie Hochschild
(Strangers in Their Own Land) o Eric Klinenberg (Going Solo)
o C.J. Pascoe (Dude, You're a Fag) o Lori Peek and Alice
Fothergill (Children of Katrina) o Allison Pugh (The
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Tumbleweed Society) Updated examples in the text and
"Digital Living" boxes keep pace with changes in digital
technology and online practices, including Uber, Bitcoin, net
neutrality, digital privacy, WikiLeaks, and cyberactivism. New
or updated subjects apply sociological thinking to the latest
issues including: the 2016 U.S. election Brexit the global
growth of ISIS climate change further segmentation of
wealthy Americans as the "super rich" transgender people in
the U.S. armed forces charter schools the legalization of
marijuana the Flint water crisis fourth-wave feminism
Introduces readers to the most important thinkers and schools
of thought in contemporary sociological theory – from
Parsons and Merton to the Frankfurt School to Foucault,
Bourdieu, Giddens and Hochschild - locating each thinker
within their own social, political and historical context and
helping readers use these ideas to understand the
contemporary world.
This is the first textbook for sociological theory that is
modeled after the texts routinely available for introductory
sociology courses. It is concise (although it covers a lot of
ground), written in a highly accessible fashion, and includes
much of the pedagogy that one expects to find in an
introductory text. The book stems from the need of some
instructors for a short text to be used in one-semester
courses in contemporary sociological theory, or sociological
theory more generally. At least some students (and their
instructors) have found other texts too long, too dense and
too complex. This volume is not only short, but comparatively
light (but not lightweight) and less technical.
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