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In Wallpaper Worship, Danny Byram makes the comparison between today's church worship and wallpaper--meant to emphasize
the design of its surroundings, but not meant to be engaged with. Through an examination of personal worship experiences, the
history of worship, and examples of biblical worship, Byram unpacks this analogy. He shares how to awaken our identities as
corporate and individual worshippers, and passionately participate in the God-ordained activity of worship.
Discusses the reckless annihilation of fish and birds by the use of pesticides and warns of the possible genetic effects on humans.
Make small changes to your surroundings and create extraordinary happiness in your life with groundbreaking research from
designer and TED star Ingrid Fetell Lee. Next Big Idea Club selection—chosen by Malcolm Gladwell, Susan Cain, Dan Pink, and
Adam Grant as one of the "two most groundbreaking new nonfiction reads of the season!" "This book has the power to change
everything! Writing with depth, wit, and insight, Ingrid Fetell Lee shares all you need to know in order to create external
environments that give rise to inner joy." —Susan Cain, author of Quiet and founder of Quiet Revolution Have you ever wondered
why we stop to watch the orange glow that arrives before sunset, or why we flock to see cherry blossoms bloom in spring? Is there
a reason that people—regardless of gender, age, culture, or ethnicity—are mesmerized by baby animals, and can't help but smile
when they see a burst of confetti or a cluster of colorful balloons? We are often made to feel that the physical world has little or no
impact on our inner joy. Increasingly, experts urge us to find balance and calm by looking inward—through mindfulness or
meditation—and muting the outside world. But what if the natural vibrancy of our surroundings is actually our most renewable and
easily accessible source of joy? In Joyful, designer Ingrid Fetell Lee explores how the seemingly mundane spaces and objects we
interact with every day have surprising and powerful effects on our mood. Drawing on insights from neuroscience and psychology,
she explains why one setting makes us feel anxious or competitive, while another fosters acceptance and delight—and, most
importantly, she reveals how we can harness the power of our surroundings to live fuller, healthier, and truly joyful lives.
In her first novel since The Quick and the Dead (a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize), the legendary writer takes us into an uncertain
landscape after an environmental apocalypse, a world in which only the man-made has value, but some still wish to salvage the
authentic. "She practices . . . camouflage, except that instead of adapting to its environment, Williams’s imagination, by remaining
true to itself, reveals new colorations in the ecology around her.” —A.O. Scott, The New York Times Book Review Khristen is a
teenager who, her mother believes, was marked by greatness as a baby when she died for a moment and then came back to life.
After Khristen’s failing boarding school for gifted teens closes its doors, and she finds that her mother has disappeared, she
ranges across the dead landscape and washes up at a “resort” on the shores of a mysterious, putrid lake the elderly residents
there call “Big Girl.” In a rotting honeycomb of rooms, these old ones plot actions to punish corporations and people they consider
culpable in the destruction of the final scraps of nature’s beauty. What will Khristen and Jeffrey, the precocious ten-year-old boy
she meets there, learn from this “gabby seditious lot, in the worst of health but with kamikaze hearts, an army of the aged and ill,
determined to refresh, through crackpot violence, a plundered earth”? Rivetingly strange and beautiful, and delivered with
Williams’s searing, deadpan wit, Harrow is their intertwined tale of paradise lost and of their reasons—against all
reasonableness—to try and recover something of it.
This short story is regarded as an important early work of American feminist literature, due to its illustration of the attitudes towards
mental and physical health of women in the 19th century. Narrated in the first person, the story is a collection of journal entries
written by a woman whose physician husband (John) has rented an old mansion for the summer. Forgoing other rooms in the
house, the couple moves into the upstairs nursery. As a form of treatment, the unnamed woman is forbidden from working, and is
encouraged to eat well and get plenty of air, so she can recuperate from what he calls a "temporary nervous depression – a slight
hysterical tendency", a diagnosis common to women during that period.
Ever since its initial release, Final Fantasy VII has been beloved by generations of fans for its captivating characters, expansive
storylines, and outstanding visual design. This compilation of 22 large-format, full-color art prints celebrates that rich legacy with
images drawn from the world of Final Fantasy VII, including Advent Children, Dirge of Cerberus, Crisis Core, and Final Fantasy VII
Remake.
#1 New York Times Bestseller “Significant...The book is both instructive and surprisingly moving.” —The New York Times Ray
Dalio, one of the world’s most successful investors and entrepreneurs, shares the unconventional principles that he’s developed,
refined, and used over the past forty years to create unique results in both life and business—and which any person or organization
can adopt to help achieve their goals. In 1975, Ray Dalio founded an investment firm, Bridgewater Associates, out of his twobedroom apartment in New York City. Forty years later, Bridgewater has made more money for its clients than any other hedge
fund in history and grown into the fifth most important private company in the United States, according to Fortune magazine. Dalio
himself has been named to Time magazine’s list of the 100 most influential people in the world. Along the way, Dalio discovered a
set of unique principles that have led to Bridgewater’s exceptionally effective culture, which he describes as “an idea meritocracy
that strives to achieve meaningful work and meaningful relationships through radical transparency.” It is these principles, and not
anything special about Dalio—who grew up an ordinary kid in a middle-class Long Island neighborhood—that he believes are the
reason behind his success. In Principles, Dalio shares what he’s learned over the course of his remarkable career. He argues that
life, management, economics, and investing can all be systemized into rules and understood like machines. The book’s hundreds
of practical lessons, which are built around his cornerstones of “radical truth” and “radical transparency,” include Dalio laying out
the most effective ways for individuals and organizations to make decisions, approach challenges, and build strong teams. He also
describes the innovative tools the firm uses to bring an idea meritocracy to life, such as creating “baseball cards” for all
employees that distill their strengths and weaknesses, and employing computerized decision-making systems to make believabilityweighted decisions. While the book brims with novel ideas for organizations and institutions, Principles also offers a clear,
straightforward approach to decision-making that Dalio believes anyone can apply, no matter what they’re seeking to achieve.
Here, from a man who has been called both “the Steve Jobs of investing” and “the philosopher king of the financial universe”
(CIO magazine), is a rare opportunity to gain proven advice unlike anything you’ll find in the conventional business press.
A history of modern European cultural pluralism, its current crisis, and its uncertain future In 2010, the leaders of Germany, Britain,
and France each declared that multiculturalism had failed in their countries. Over the past decade, a growing consensus in Europe
has voiced similar decrees. But what do these ominous proclamations, from across the political spectrum, mean? Looking at the
touchstones of European multiculturalism, from the urgent need for laborers after World War II to the question of French girls
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wearing headscarves to school, The Crisis of Multiculturalism in Europe examines the historical development of multiculturalism on
the Continent. Rita Chin argues that there were few efforts to institute state-sponsored policies of multiculturalism, and shows that
today’s crisis of support for cultural pluralism isn’t new but actually has its roots in the 1980s. Contending that renouncing the
principles of diversity brings social costs, Chin considers how Europe might construct an effective political engagement with its
varied population.
An urgent exposéf the mental health crisis in our courts, jails, and prisons America has made mental illness a crime. Jails in New
York, Los Angeles, and Chicago each house more people with mental illnesses than any hospital. As many as half of all people in
America's jails and prisons have a psychiatric disorder. One in four fatal police shootings involves a person with such disorders. In
this revelatory book, journalist Alisa Roth goes deep inside the criminal justice system to show how and why it has become a
warehouse where inmates are denied proper treatment, abused, and punished in ways that make them sicker. Through intimate
stories of people in the system and those trying to fix it, Roth reveals the hidden forces behind this crisis and suggests how a fairer
and more humane approach might look. Insane is a galvanizing wake-up call for criminal justice reformers and anyone concerned
about the plight of our most vulnerable.
Twenty-five new runways would eliminate most air travel delays in America; fifty patent owners are blocking a major drug company
from creating a cancer cure; 90 percent of our broadcast spectrum sits idle while American cell phone service suffers. These
problems have solutions that can jump-start innovation and help save our troubled economy. So, what's holding us back? Michael
Heller, a leading authority on property, reveals that while private ownership creates wealth, too much ownership means that
everyone loses. Startling and accessible, The Gridlock Economy offers insights on how we can overcome this preventable
paradox.
HOW HAD MRS. OLINSKI CHOSEN her sixth-grade Academic Bowl team? She had a number of answers. But were any of them
true? How had she really chosen Noah and Nadia and Ethan and Julian? And why did they make such a good team? It was a
surprise to a lot of people when Mrs. Olinski's team won the sixth-grade Academic Bowl contest at Epiphany Middle School. It was
an even bigger surprise when they beat the seventh grade and the eighth grade, too. And when they went on to even greater
victories, everyone began to ask: How did it happen? It happened at least partly because Noah had been the best man (quite by
accident) at the wedding of Ethan's grandmother and Nadia's grandfather. It happened because Nadia discovered that she could
not let a lot of baby turtles die. It happened when Ethan could not let Julian face disaster alone. And it happened because Julian
valued something important in himself and saw in the other three something he also valued. Mrs. Olinski, returning to teaching
after having been injured in an automobile accident, found that her Academic Bowl team became her answer to finding confidence
and success. What she did not know, at least at first, was that her team knew more than she did the answer to why they had been
chosen. This is a tale about a team, a class, a school, a series of contests and, set in the midst of this, four jewel-like short stories
-- one for each of the team members -- that ask questions and demonstrate surprising answers.
When Daniel Patrick Moynihan died in 2003 the Economist described him as “a philosopher-politician-diplomat who two centuries
earlier would not have been out of place among the Founding Fathers.” Though Moynihan never wrote an autobiography, he was
a gifted author and voluminous correspondent, and in this selection from his letters Steven Weisman has compiled a vivid portrait
of Moynihan's life, in the senator's own words. Before his four terms as Senator from New York, Moynihan served in key positions
under Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford. His letters offer an extraordinary window into particular moments in history,
from his feelings of loss at JFK's assassination, to his passionate pleas to Nixon not to make Vietnam a Nixon war, to his
frustrations over healthcare and welfare reform during the Clinton era. This book showcases the unbridled range of Moynihan's
intellect and interests, his appreciation for his constituents, his renowned wit, and his warmth even for those with whom he
profoundly disagreed. Its publication is a significant literary event.
"A big, bold book about public lands . . . The Desert Solitaire of our time." --Outside A hard-hitting look at the battle now raging
over the fate of the public lands in the American West--and a plea for the protection of these last wild places The public lands of
the western United States comprise some 450 million acres of grassland, steppe land, canyons, forests, and mountains. It's an
American commons, and it is under assault as never before. Journalist Christopher Ketcham has been documenting the
confluence of commercial exploitation and governmental misconduct in this region for over a decade. His revelatory book takes the
reader on a journey across these last wild places, to see how capitalism is killing our great commons. Ketcham begins in Utah,
revealing the environmental destruction caused by unregulated public lands livestock grazing, and exposing rampant malfeasance
in the federal land management agencies, who have been compromised by the profit-driven livestock and energy interests they
are supposed to regulate. He then turns to the broad effects of those corrupt politics on wildlife. He tracks the Department of
Interior's failure to implement and enforce the Endangered Species Act--including its stark betrayal of protections for the grizzly
bear and the sage grouse--and investigates the destructive behavior of U.S. Wildlife Services in their shocking mass slaughter of
animals that threaten the livestock industry. Along the way, Ketcham talks with ecologists, biologists, botanists, former government
employees, whistleblowers, grassroots environmentalists and other citizens who are fighting to protect the public domain for future
generations. This Land is a colorful muckraking journey--part Edward Abbey, part Upton Sinclair--exposing the rot in American
politics that is rapidly leading to the sell-out of our national heritage. The book ends with Ketcham's vision of ecological restoration
for the American West: freeing the trampled, denuded ecosystems from the effects of grazing, enforcing the laws already in place
to defend biodiversity, allowing the native species of the West to recover under a fully implemented Endangered Species Act, and
establishing vast stretches of public land where there will be no development at all, not even for recreation.
The definitive guide to working with -- and surviving -- bullies, creeps, jerks, tyrants, tormentors, despots, backstabbers,
egomaniacs, and all the other assholes who do their best to destroy you at work. "What an asshole!" How many times have you
said that about someone at work? You're not alone! In this groundbreaking book, Stanford University professor Robert I. Sutton
builds on his acclaimed Harvard Business Review article to show you the best ways to deal with assholes...and why they can be
so destructive to your company. Practical, compassionate, and in places downright funny, this guide offers: Strategies on how to
pinpoint and eliminate negative influences for good Illuminating case histories from major organizations A self-diagnostic test and
a program to identify and keep your own "inner jerk" from coming out The No Asshole Rule is a New York Times, Wall Street
Journal, USA Today and Business Week bestseller.

Acclaimed church leader, blogger, founder and chief strategic officer of The Unstuck Group, Tony Morgan unpacks the
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lifecycle of a typical church, identifies characteristics of each phase, and provides practical next steps a church can take
to move towards sustained health. Think about your church for a moment. Is it growing? Is it diminishing? Is it
somewhere in between? Acclaimed church leader, blogger, and founder and chief strategic officer of The Unstuck Group,
Tony Morgan has identified the seven stages of a church's lifecycle that range from the hopeful and optimistic days of
launch, to the stagnating last stages of life support. Regardless of the stage in which you find your church, it carries with
it the world's greatest mission—to "go and make disciples of all the nations . . ." With eternity at stake the Church should
be doing most everything within its power to see lives changed forever. The Church should strive for the pinnacle of the
lifecycle, where they are continually making new disciples and experiencing what Morgan refers to as "sustained health."
In The Unstuck Church, Morgan unpacks each phase of the church lifecycle, and offers specific and strategic next steps
the church leader can take to find it's way to sustained health . . . and finally become unstuck. The Unstuck Church is a
call for honest an assessment of where your church sits on the lifecycle, and a challenge to move beyond it.
Join the conversation . . . with more than one hundred women restaurateurs, activists, food writers, professional chefs,
and home cooks—all of whom are changing the world of food. Featuring essays, profiles, recipes, and more, Why We
Cook is curated and illustrated by author and artist Lindsay Gardner, whose visual storytelling gifts bring nuance and
insight into their words and their work, revealing the power of food to nourish, uplift, inspire curiosity, and effect change.
If V. C. Andrews and Kate Morton had a literary love child, Emma Rous' USA Today bestseller The Au Pair would be it.
One of the most anticipated books of 2019 from Pop Sugar, Bustle, Cosmo, Parade, and Goodreads! Seraphine Mayes
and her twin brother, Danny, were born in the middle of summer at their family's estate on the Norfolk coast. Within hours
of their birth, their mother threw herself from the cliffs, the au pair fled, and the village thrilled with whispers of dark
cloaks, changelings, and the aloof couple who drew a young nanny into their inner circle. Now an adult, Seraphine
mourns the recent death of her father. While going through his belongings, she uncovers a family photograph that raises
dangerous questions. It was taken on the day the twins were born, and in the photo, their mother, surrounded by her
husband and her young son, is smiling serenely and holding just one baby. Who is the child, and what really happened
that day?
8 starred reviews · Goodreads Choice Awards Best of the Best · William C. Morris Award Winner · National Book Award
Longlist · Printz Honor Book · Coretta Scott King Honor Book · #1 New York Times Bestseller! "Absolutely riveting!"
—Jason Reynolds "Stunning." —John Green "This story is necessary. This story is important." —Kirkus (starred review)
"Heartbreakingly topical." —Publishers Weekly (starred review) "A marvel of verisimilitude." —Booklist (starred review) "A
powerful, in-your-face novel." —Horn Book (starred review) Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the
poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these
worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police
officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a
drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord
try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only
person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could
also endanger her life. Want more of Garden Heights? Catch Maverick and Seven’s story in Concrete Rose, Angie
Thomas's powerful prequel to The Hate U Give.
How neoliberalism is causing a crisis in Germany Upward social mobility represented a core promise of life under the
“old” West German welfare state, in which millions of skilled workers upgraded their Volkswagens to Audis, bought their
first homes, and sent their children to university. Not so in today’s Federal Republic, where the gears of the so-called
“elevator society” have long since ground to a halt. In the absence of the social mobility of yesterday, widespread social
exhaustion and anxiety have emerged across mainstream society. Oliver Nachtwey analyses the reasons for this social
rupture in postwar German society and investigates the conflict potential emerging as a result. He concludes that
although the country has managed to muddle through thus far, simmering tensions beneath the surface nevertheless
threaten to undermine the German system’s stability in the years to come. Recipient of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation
2016 Hans-Matthöfer-Preis for Economic Writing.
Final Fantasy VII Poster CollectionSquare Enix Books
Chapter 7 WILL REVAMPED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS WORK? -- Upgrading the Basel Rules -- Moving Toward a
Euro Area Banking Union -- Taming the US Shadow Banks -- Charting the Post-Crisis Changes in the Financial System
-- The Road Ahead -- Chapter 8 MAKING MACROECONOMICS MORE RELEVANT -- The Way We Were -- Expanding
the Focus of Macroeconomics -- Strengthening Domestic Policy Cooperation -- A More Inclusive Approach to
Macroeconomic Theory -- Toward a More Encompassing View of Macroeconomics -- Chapter 9 WHITHER EMU? -- The
Institutional Response to the Euro Area Crisis -- What Makes a Good Currency Union? -- How Fast Is EMU Integrating?
-- The Future of EMU -- FINAL THOUGHTS -- NOTES -- REFERENCES -- INDEX
The second book in the NYT bestselling Expanse series, Caliban's War shows a solar system on the brink of war, and
the only hope of peace rests on James Holden and the crew of the Rocinante's shoulders. Now a Prime Original series.
We are not alone. On Ganymede, breadbasket of the outer planets, a Martian marine watches as her platoon is
slaughtered by a monstrous supersoldier. On Earth, a high-level politician struggles to prevent interplanetary war from
reigniting. And on Venus, an alien protomolecule has overrun the planet, wreaking massive, mysterious changes and
threatening to spread out into the solar system. In the vast wilderness of space, James Holden and the crew of the
Rocinante have been keeping the peace for the Outer Planets Alliance. When they agree to help a scientist search wartorn Ganymede for a missing child, the future of humanity rests on whether a single ship can prevent an alien invasion
that may have already begun . . .
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An urgent, on-the-scene account of chaos and compassion on the front lines of ground zero for Covid-19, from a senior
doctor at New York City’s busiest emergency room “Remarkable and inspiring . . . We’re lucky to have this vivid
firsthand account.”—A. J. Jacobs, bestselling author of The Year of Living Biblically When former New York Times
journalist Dan Koeppel texted his cousin Robert Meyer, a twenty-year veteran of the emergency room at Montefiore
Medical Center in the Bronx, at the beginning of the Covid-19 crisis in the United States, he expected to hear that things
were hectic. On a scale of 1 to 10, 10 being overwhelmed, where do you think you are? Koeppel asked. Meyer’s grave
reply—100—was merely the cusp of the crisis that would soon touch every part of the globe. In need of an outlet to process
the trauma of his working life over the coming months, Meyer continued to update Koeppel with what he’d seen and
whom he’d treated. The result is an intimate record of historic turmoil and grief from the perspective of a remarkably
resilient ER doctor. Every Minute Is a Day takes us into a hospital ravaged by Covid-19 and is filled with the stories of
promises made that may be impossible to keep, of life or death choices for patients and their families, and of selflessness
on the part of medical professionals who put themselves at incalculable risk. As fast-paced and high-tempo as the ER in
which it takes place, Every Minute Is a Day is at its core an incomparable firsthand account of unrelenting compassion,
and a reminder that every human life deserves a chance to be saved.
Drawing on extensive new research, this book traces the history of wallpaper from its beginnings around 1500 to the
latest products of technology. From hand-painted Chinese panels to those used in contemporary homes, this readable
volume contains 350 beautiful illustrations, most in full-color. Includes a useful care guide. Index.
The transition from President Donald J. Trump to President Joseph R. Biden Jr. stands as one of the most dangerous
periods in American history. But as # 1 internationally bestselling author Bob Woodward and acclaimed reporter Robert
Costa reveal for the first time, it was far more than just a domestic political crisis. Woodward and Costa interviewed more
than 200 people at the center of the turmoil, resulting in more than 6,000 pages of transcripts—and a spellbinding and
definitive portrait of a nation on the brink. This classic study of Washington takes readers deep inside the Trump White
House, the Biden White House, the 2020 campaign, and the Pentagon and Congress, with vivid, eyewitness accounts of
what really happened. Peril is supplemented throughout with never-before-seen material from secret orders, transcripts
of confidential calls, diaries, emails, meeting notes and other personal and government records, making for an
unparalleled history. It is also the first inside look at Biden’s presidency as he faces the challenges of a lifetime: the
continuing deadly pandemic and millions of Americans facing soul-crushing economic pain, all the while navigating a
bitter and disabling partisan divide, a world rife with threats, and the hovering, dark shadow of the former president. “We
have much to do in this winter of peril,” Biden declared at his inauguration, an event marked by a nerve-wracking security
alert and the threat of domestic terrorism. Peril is the extraordinary story of the end of one presidency and the beginning
of another, and represents the culmination of Bob Woodward’s news-making trilogy on the Trump presidency, along with
Fear and Rage. And it is the beginning of a collaboration with fellow Washington Post reporter Robert Costa that will
remind readers of Woodward’s coverage, with Carl Bernstein, of President Richard M. Nixon’s final days.
A "riveting and illuminating" Bill Gates Summer Reading pick about how and why some nations recover from trauma and
others don't (Yuval Noah Harari), by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of the landmark bestseller Guns, Germs, and Steel.
In his international bestsellers Guns, Germs and Steel and Collapse, Jared Diamond transformed our understanding of
what makes civilizations rise and fall. Now, in his third book in this monumental trilogy, he reveals how successful nations
recover from crises while adopting selective changes -- a coping mechanism more commonly associated with individuals
recovering from personal crises. Diamond compares how six countries have survived recent upheavals -- ranging from
the forced opening of Japan by U.S. Commodore Perry's fleet, to the Soviet Union's attack on Finland, to a murderous
coup or countercoup in Chile and Indonesia, to the transformations of Germany and Austria after World War Two.
Because Diamond has lived and spoken the language in five of these six countries, he can present gut-wrenching
histories experienced firsthand. These nations coped, to varying degrees, through mechanisms such as acknowledgment
of responsibility, painfully honest self-appraisal, and learning from models of other nations. Looking to the future,
Diamond examines whether the United States, Japan, and the whole world are successfully coping with the grave crises
they currently face. Can we learn from lessons of the past? Adding a psychological dimension to the in-depth history,
geography, biology, and anthropology that mark all of Diamond's books, Upheaval reveals factors influencing how both
whole nations and individual people can respond to big challenges. The result is a book epic in scope, but also his most
personal yet.
“Shows how humans have brought us to the brink and how humanity can find solutions. I urge people to read with
humility and the daring to act.” —Harpal Singh, former Chair, Save the Children, India, and former Vice Chair, Save the
Children International In conversations with people all over the world, from government officials and business leaders to
taxi drivers and schoolteachers, Blair Sheppard, global leader for strategy and leadership at PwC, discovered they all had
surprisingly similar concerns. In this prescient and pragmatic book, he and his team sum up these concerns in what they
call the ADAPT framework: Asymmetry of wealth; Disruption wrought by the unexpected and often problematic
consequences of technology; Age disparities--stresses caused by very young or very old populations in developed and
emerging countries; Polarization as a symptom of the breakdown in global and national consensus; and loss of Trust in
the institutions that underpin and stabilize society. These concerns are in turn precipitating four crises: a crisis of
prosperity, a crisis of technology, a crisis of institutional legitimacy, and a crisis of leadership. Sheppard and his team
analyze the complex roots of these crises--but they also offer solutions, albeit often seemingly counterintuitive ones. For
example, in an era of globalization, we need to place a much greater emphasis on developing self-sustaining local
economies. And as technology permeates our lives, we need computer scientists and engineers conversant with
sociology and psychology and poets who can code. The authors argue persuasively that we have only a decade to make
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headway on these problems. But if we tackle them now, thoughtfully, imaginatively, creatively, and energetically, in ten
years we could be looking at a dawn instead of darkness.
In this exceptional cultural history, Atlantic Senior Editor Ronald Brownstein—“one of America's best political journalists
(The Economist)—tells the kaleidoscopic story of one monumental year that marked the city of Los Angeles’ creative
peak, a glittering moment when popular culture was ahead of politics in predicting what America would become. Los
Angeles in 1974 exerted more influence over popular culture than any other city in America. Los Angeles that year, in
fact, dominated popular culture more than it ever had before, or would again. Working in film, recording, and television
studios around Sunset Boulevard, living in Brentwood and Beverly Hills or amid the flickering lights of the Hollywood Hills,
a cluster of transformative talents produced an explosion in popular culture which reflected the demographic, social, and
cultural realities of a changing America. At a time when Richard Nixon won two presidential elections with a message of
backlash against the social changes unleashed by the sixties, popular culture was ahead of politics in predicting what
America would become. The early 1970s in Los Angeles was the time and the place where conservatives definitively lost
the battle to control popular culture. Rock Me on the Water traces the confluence of movies, music, television, and
politics in Los Angeles month by month through that transformative, magical year. Ronald Brownstein reveals how 1974
represented a confrontation between a massive younger generation intent on change, and a political order rooted in the
status quo. Today, we are again witnessing a generational cultural divide. Brownstein shows how the voices resistant to
change may win the political battle for a time, but they cannot hold back the future.
The unthinkable happened in New Orleans. Someone has stolen artifacts from the "Cities of the Dead"! For one family,
the theft of the statue of the family's matriarch is more than a theft--- it's a sacrilege! To find the statue, the family hired
private detective J. Coltrane Calhoun to investigate. So, hold on to your hats and let the good-times roll in this third book
of the hilarious J. Coltrane Calhoun Experience!
Shortlisted for the 2021 Booker Prize Longlisted for the 2021 National Book Award for Fiction A heartrending new novel
from the Pulitzer Prize–winning and #1 New York Times best-selling author of The Overstory. Named one of the Most
Anticipated Books of 2021 by Newsweek, Los Angeles Times, New York Magazine, Chicago Tribune, BuzzFeed,
BookPage, Goodreads, Literary Hub, The Millions, New Statesman, and Times of London The astrobiologist Theo Byrne
searches for life throughout the cosmos while single-handedly raising his unusual nine-year-old, Robin, following the
death of his wife. Robin is a warm, kind boy who spends hours painting elaborate pictures of endangered animals. He’s
also about to be expelled from third grade for smashing his friend in the face. As his son grows more troubled, Theo
hopes to keep him off psychoactive drugs. He learns of an experimental neurofeedback treatment to bolster Robin’s
emotional control, one that involves training the boy on the recorded patterns of his mother’s brain… With its soaring
descriptions of the natural world, its tantalizing vision of life beyond, and its account of a father and son’s ferocious love,
Bewilderment marks Richard Powers’s most intimate and moving novel. At its heart lies the question: How can we tell
our children the truth about this beautiful, imperiled planet?
A biography of venture capitalist and entrepreneur Peter Thiel, the enigmatic, controversial, and hugely influential power
broker who sits at the dynamic intersection of tech, business, and politics A New York Times Book Review Editors'
Choice “Max Chafkin’s The Contrarian is much more than a consistently shocking biography of Peter Thiel, the most
important investor in tech and a key supporter of the Donald Trump presidency. It’s also a disturbing history of Silicon
Valley that will make you reconsider the ideological foundations of America’s relentless engine of creative
destruction.”—Brad Stone, author of The Everything Store and Amazon Unbound Since the days of the dot-com bubble in
the late 1990s, no industry has made a greater impact on the world than Silicon Valley. And few individuals have done
more to shape Silicon Valley than Peter Thiel. The billionaire venture capitalist and entrepreneur has been a behind-thescenes operator influencing countless aspects of our contemporary way of life, from the technologies we use every day
to the delicate power balance between Silicon Valley, Wall Street, and Washington. But despite his power and the
ubiquity of his projects, no public figure is quite so mysterious. In the first major biography of Thiel, Max Chafkin traces
the trajectory of the innovator's singular life and worldview, from his upbringing as the child of immigrant parents and
years at Stanford as a burgeoning conservative thought leader to his founding of PayPal and Palantir, early investment in
Facebook and SpaceX, and relationships with fellow tech titans Mark Zuckerberg, Elon Musk, and Eric Schmidt. The
Contrarian illuminates the extent to which Thiel has sought to export his values to the corridors of power beyond Silicon
Valley, including funding the lawsuit that destroyed the blog Gawker and strenuously backing far-right political
candidates, notably Donald Trump for president in 2016. Eye-opening and deeply reported, The Contrarian is a
revelatory biography of a one-of-a-kind leader and an incisive portrait of a tech industry whose explosive growth and
power is both thrilling and fraught with controversy.
Detailed summary and analysis of The Power of Habit.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A grand, devastating portrait of three generations of the Sackler family, famed for
their philanthropy, whose fortune was built by Valium and whose reputation was destroyed by OxyContin. From the prizewinning and bestselling author of Say Nothing, as featured in the HBO documentary Crime of the Century. The Sackler
name adorns the walls of many storied institutions—Harvard, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Oxford, the Louvre. They
are one of the richest families in the world, known for their lavish donations to the arts and the sciences. The source of
the family fortune was vague, however, until it emerged that the Sacklers were responsible for making and marketing a
blockbuster painkiller that was the catalyst for the opioid crisis. Empire of Pain begins with the story of three doctor
brothers, Raymond, Mortimer and the incalculably energetic Arthur, who weathered the poverty of the Great Depression
and appalling anti-Semitism. Working at a barbaric mental institution, Arthur saw a better way and conducted
groundbreaking research into drug treatments. He also had a genius for marketing, especially for pharmaceuticals, and
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bought a small ad firm. Arthur devised the marketing for Valium, and built the first great Sackler fortune. He purchased a
drug manufacturer, Purdue Frederick, which would be run by Raymond and Mortimer. The brothers began collecting art,
and wives, and grand residences in exotic locales. Their children and grandchildren grew up in luxury. Forty years later,
Raymond’s son Richard ran the family-owned Purdue. The template Arthur Sackler created to sell Valium—co-opting
doctors, influencing the FDA, downplaying the drug’s addictiveness—was employed to launch a far more potent product:
OxyContin. The drug went on to generate some thirty-five billion dollars in revenue, and to launch a public health crisis in
which hundreds of thousands would die. This is the saga of three generations of a single family and the mark they would
leave on the world, a tale that moves from the bustling streets of early twentieth-century Brooklyn to the seaside palaces
of Greenwich, Connecticut, and Cap d’Antibes to the corridors of power in Washington, D.C. Empire of Pain chronicles
the multiple investigations of the Sacklers and their company, and the scorched-earth legal tactics that the family has
used to evade accountability. The history of the Sackler dynasty is rife with drama—baroque personal lives; bitter disputes
over estates; fistfights in boardrooms; glittering art collections; Machiavellian courtroom maneuvers; and the calculated
use of money to burnish reputations and crush the less powerful. Empire of Pain is a masterpiece of narrative reporting
and writing, exhaustively documented and ferociously compelling. It is a portrait of the excesses of America’s second
Gilded Age, a study of impunity among the super elite and a relentless investigation of the naked greed and indifference
to human suffering that built one of the world’s great fortunes.
THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER IS NOW A MAJOR-MOTION PICTURE DIRECTED BY RON HOWARD AND
STARRING AMY ADAMS, GLENN CLOSE, AND GABRIEL BASSO "You will not read a more important book about
America this year."—The Economist "A riveting book."—The Wall Street Journal "Essential reading."—David Brooks, New
York Times Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class
Americans. The disintegration of this group, a process that has been slowly occurring now for more than forty years, has
been reported with growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J.
D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung
around your neck. The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were “dirt poor and
in love,” and moved north from Kentucky’s Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of escaping the dreadful poverty
around them. They raised a middle-class family, and eventually one of their grandchildren would graduate from Yale Law
School, a conventional marker of success in achieving generational upward mobility. But as the family saga of Hillbilly
Elegy plays out, we learn that J.D.'s grandparents, aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother struggled profoundly
with the demands of their new middle-class life, never fully escaping the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, and
trauma so characteristic of their part of America. With piercing honesty, Vance shows how he himself still carries around
the demons of his chaotic family history. A deeply moving memoir, with its share of humor and vividly colorful figures,
Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really feels. And it is an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of
the American dream for a large segment of this country.
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